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The reader of this book will very naturally be dis- 
posed to ask the question, why the geographies histor 
ries, and other works of a similar character, have 
nevet made any mention of the regions and, events 
that compose its subject. The answer is obvious 
enough, and ought to satisfy every mind, howevei 
" inquiring." The fact is, that the authors of the dif- 
ferent works to which there is any allusion, most pro- 
bably never heard there were any such places as the 
Reef, Rancocus Island, Vulcan's Peak, the Crater, and 
the other islands of which so much is said in our pages. 
In other words, they knew nothing about them. 

We shall very freely admit that, under- ordinary 
circumstances, it would be prima facie evidence 
against the existence of any spot on the face of this 
earth, that the geographies took no notice of it. It will 
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be remembered, however, that the time was, and that 
only three centuries and a half since, when the geo- 
graphies did not contain a syllable about the whoie of 
the American continent; that it is not a century since 
they b^gan to describe Jfew Zealjind, New Holland, 
Tahiti, Oahu, and a vast number of other places, that 
are now coiiBtantly alluded to, even in the daily jour- 
nals. Very little is said in the largest geographies, of 
Japan, for instance ;■ and it may be questioned if they 
might not just as well be altogether silent on ,the sub- 
ject, as for any accurate information they do convey- 
hi a- word, much as is now known- of the globe, a 
great deal still remains lo be told, and we do not see 
why the " inquiring mind" should not seek for infor- 
mation in our pages, as well as in some that are 
ushered in to public notice by a flourish of literary 
trumpets, that are blown by presidents, vice-presidents 
and secretaries of various learned bodies. 

One thing we shall ever maintain, and that in the 
face of all who may be disposed to underrate the value 
of our labours, which is this : — there is hot a word in 
these volumes which we now lay before the reader, 
as gr«»e matter of fact, that is not entitled to the most 
implicit credit. We scorn deception. Lest, hbwever, 
soihe cavillers may be found, we will present a few 
of those reasons which occur to our mind, on the spur 
of the moment, as tending to show that everything 
related here might be just as true as Cook's voyages 
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themselves. In the first place, this earth is large<.an(l 
haa sufficient surface to contain, not only all- the islands 
mentioned in our pages, but a great many more. 
Something is established when the possibility of any 
hypolhetital point is placed beyond dispute. Then, 
not one half as much was known of the islands of the 
Pacific, at the close of the last, and at the commence; 
ment of the present century, as is known to-day. In 
such a dearth of precise information, it may very well 
have happened that many things occurred touching 
which, we have not said even one word. Again, it 
should never be forgotten that generations were born, 
lived their time, died, and have been forgotten, among 
those remote groups, about which no civilized man 
ever has, or ever will hear anything. If sucli be ad 
niitted to be the facts, why may not all that is hen 
related have happened, and equally escape the know 
ledge of the rest of the civilized world ? , During thi 
wars of the French revolutio,n, trifling events attracted 
fc^ui little of the general attention, and we are not to 
think of interests of this nature, in that day, as one 
would think of them now. 

Whatever may be thought of the authenticity ot tts 
incidents, we hope this book will be found not to be to- 
tally without a moral. Truth is not absolutely necessary 
tQ the illustration of a principle, the imaginary some- 
time^ doing thai office quite.as effectually as the actual. 

The reader may next wish to know why the won- 
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derful events related in these voLjmos have so long 
been hidden from the world. In answer to this we 
would ask if any. one can telihow many thousands of 
years the waters have tumbled down ihe cliffs at Nia- 
gara, or why it was that civilized men heard--of the 
existence of this wonderful cataract so lately as only 
three centuries since. The fact is, there must be a 
beginning to everything,' and pow there is a-beginfiJiK; 
to the world's knowing the history of Vulcan's 'Peak, 
and the Craterl Lest the reader, however, should feel 
disposed to reproach the past age with having been 
negligent in its collection of historical and geological 
incidents, we would again remind him of the magnitude 
of the events that so naturally occupied its attention. 
!', <s scarcely possible, for instance, for one who did 
not live forty years ago to'have any notion how com- 
pletely tlie world was engaged in wondering at Napo- 
leon and his marvellous career, which last contained 
even more extraordinary features than anything related, 
here; though certainly of a very different character. 
All wondering, for near a quarter of a century, was 
monopolized by the French Revolution and its conse- 
quences. 

There are a few explanations, however, which ore 
of a very humble nature compared with the principal 
events of our history, but which may as well be given 
here. The Woolston family still exists in Pennsylva- 
nta. "and that by the way, is something lowardscor- 
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roborating the truth of our narraiive. Its most distin- 
guished member is rocentiy dead, and his journal has 
been the auihoriiy for most of the truths here relajcd. 
He died at a good old age, having seen his three-score 
years and ten, leaving behind him, in addition to a very 
ample estate, not only a good character, which means 
neither more nor less than what "the neighbours," 
amid their ignorance, envy, love of detraction, jealousy 
and other similar qualities, might think proper to say 
of him, but the odoufof a well-spent l[fe, in which he 
struggled hard to live more in favour with God, than 
in favour with man. It was remarked in him, for the 
last forty years of his life, or after his return to Bucks, 
that ^he regarded all popular demonstrations with dis- 
;taste,' and, as some of his enennes pretended, with 
contempt. Neveitheless, he strictly acquitted himself 
of all his public duties, and never neglected to vote. 
It is believed that his hopes for the future, meaning in 
a social and earthly sense, were not very vivid, and 
he was often heard to repeat that warning text of 
Scripture which tells us, "Let him that thmketh he 
standelh, take heed lest he fall." 

The faithful, and once lovely partner of this princi- 
pal personage of our history ,is also dead. "It would 
«eem that it was not intended they should be long 
asunder. But their time was come, and they might 
almost be said to have departed In company. Tlie 
same is true of Friends Robert and Martha, who have 
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also filled their timei and gone hence, it is to be hoped 
to a better world. Some few of the younger persona 
of our drama still exist, but it has been remarked of. 
them, that they avoid conversing of the events of their 
younger days. Youth is the season of hope, and hope 
disappointed has little to induce us to dwell on its de 
ceptive pictures. 

If those who now live in this republic, can see any 
grounds for a timely warning in the events here 
recorded, it mfly happen that the mercy of a divine 
Creator may still preserve that which he has hitherto 
cherished and protected. 

It remains only to say that we have endeavoured to 
imitate the simphcity of Captain Woolston's journal, 
in writing this book, and should any homeliness of 
style be discovered, we trust it w ill be imputed to that 
circumstance. 
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CHAPTER I. 

" 'T was a commodily lay rrelting by you ; 
'Twill tfring you gain, i.r perisli on iLe seas.'' 

Tammg of the Shrtit. 

There is nothing in which American Liberty, not alwayi 
BB much restrained as it might be, has manifested a more 
decided lendency to run riot, than in the use of names 
As for Christian names, the Heathen Mythology, the Bible, 
Ancient History, and all the classics, have long since been 
exhausted, and the organ of invention has been at worlc 
with an exuberance of imagination that is really wonderful 
for such a matter-of-fact people. Whence all the strange 
sounds have been derived which have thus been pressed 
into the service of this human nomenclature, it would 
puzzle the most ingenious philologist to say. The days 
of the Kates, and Dollys, and Pattys, and Bettys, have 
passed away, and in their stead we hear of Lowinys, 
and Orchistrys, Philenys, Alminys, Cytherys, Sarahlettys, 
Amindys, Marindys,&,c. &c, &,c. All these last appellations 
terminate properly with an a, but this unfortunate vowel, 
when a final letter, being popularly pronounced like y, v/k 
have a lapled our spelling to the sound, which produces a 
complete bathos to all these flights in taste. 

The hero nf this narrative was born fully sixty years 
since, ■\nd happdy before the rage for modern appella- 
tions, (hough he just escaped being named after another 
system which we cannot say we altogether admire; that 
of iismd 1 fmiil) , for :\ christian name. This business of 
J. ime= IS a s..rl uf Ecie:ice in itself and we do believe that 
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be praised' still retains some of the good old-ftisiiiuiieii 
directness and simplicity. Bucks is full of Jacks, and 
Gens, and Dicks, and we question if there is such a crea- 
ture, of native growth, in all that region, as an llhiisy, or 
a Seiieky, or a Dianthy, or an Anionizetty, or a Deidamy.* 
The WiHilstons, in particular, were a plain family, and 
eery unpretending in their externai appearance, but of 
solid and highly respectable habits around the domestic 
hearth. Knowing perfectly liow lo spell, they never 
dreamed any one would suspect them of ignorance. They 
called themselves as iheir forefathers were called, that is 
to say, Wooster, or just as Worcester is pronounced ; though 
a Yankee schooimasier tried for a whole "summer to per- 
suade our hero, when a child, that he ought to be styled 
Wool-slon. This had no effect on Mark, who went on 
talking of his uncles and aunts, " Josy Woosler," and 
"Tommy Wooster," and "Peggy Wooster," precisely ns 
if a New England academy did not exist on earth; or as 
if Webster had not actually put Johnson under his feet I 

The father of M^irk Woolston (or Wooster) was ,i phy- 
sician, and, for the country and age, was a well-educated 
and skilful man. Mark was born in 1777, just seventy 
years since, and only ten days before the surrender of 
Burgoyne. A good deal of attention was paid to his in- 
struction, and fortunately for himself, his servitude under 
the eastern pedagogue was of very short duration, and 
Mark continued to speak the English latinunge aa his fa- 
thers had spoken it before him. The difference on the 
score of language, between Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
and Maryland, always keeping in the counties that vvere 
not settled by Germans or Irish, and the New England 
states, and through them. New York, is really so obvious 
as to deserve a passing word. In the states first named, 
taverns, for instance, are still called the Dun Cow, the In- 
djan-lineen, or the Anchor; whereas such a thing would 
be hF.rd to find, at this day, among the six millions of 

" Absurd and forced as lliese Biiafi!;e appellations may appear, 
they sre all genuine. TUe writer lias collected a Ions lisl of tiich 
names from real lift, wliicli be may one day puiilisli-^rohislra, 
Philena, and Almiua aie anioiig tliam. To all ilie names ending 
ID o, ilmust be remembered dial illo sound ofa, final y is given. 
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people who dwell in the latter. We question if there be 
such a thing as a cofFee-house iti all Philadelphia, ihotigh 
we admit it with grief, the respectable town of Itrotheily 
Leve has, in Eome respects, become infected with the spirit 
of innovation. Thus it \a that good old " State House 
Yard" has been changed into "Independence Square." 
This certainly is not as bad as the tour de force of the 
aldeimen of Manhattafi when they altered " Bear Market" 
into '* Washington Market !" for it is not a prostitution of 
the name of a great man, in the first place, and there is a 
direct historical allusion in the new name that everybody 
can understand. Still, it is to be regretted ; and we hope 
this will be the last thing of the sort that will, ever occur, 
though- "■'■ — '"'■'■■' ■"" """fi^— "e ill Philadelphian stability 
and ( I lessened, since we have 

learni suit, that there are fifty or 

eixty number of those worthies 

that i. the proprieties, in Athens 

itself! 

Dr, itor in another physician, 

who 1 _ and whose name was Yard- 

ley. Dr. Yardley was a very respectable person, had about 
the sanje degree of talents and knowledge as his neighbour 
and rival, but was much the richest man of the two. Dr. 
Yardley, however, had but one child, a daughter, whereas 
Dr. Woolslon, with much less of means, had sons and 
daughters; Mark was the oldest of the family, and it was 
probably owing to this circumstance that he was so well 
educated, since the expense was not yet to be shared with 
that of keeping his brothers and sisters at schools of the 
Bame character. 

In ^777 an American college was little better than a 
high school. It could not be called, in strictness, a gram- 
mar school, inasmuch as all the sciences were glanced at, 
if not studied; but, as respects the classics, more than 
a grammar school it was n'ot, nor that of a very high 
order. Il was a consequence of the light nature of the 
studies, that mere boys graduated in those institutions. 
Such was the case with Mark Woolston, wh« would have 
taken his degree as a Bachelor of Arts, at Nassau Hall, 
Princtlon. had not mi event occurred, in his sixieenlb 
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your, which produced sn entire chnii^e in his plan of life, 
and nipped his academical henours in the bud. 

Althuugh it is unuauii! for square-rigged ressela of any 
size to ascend the Delaware higher than Philadelphia, tliQ 
river is, in truth, navigable for such craft altnnst to Trenton 
Bridge. In the year n93, when Mark Woolston was just 
sisteen, a full rigged ship lUuiUy came up, and lay at the 
end of the whart in Btirlingion, the little town nearly op- 
\Hts\te to Bristol, where she attracted a great deal of tlie 
altention of all the youths of the vicinity. Mark was at 
home, in a vacation and he passed half his time in and 
about that ship, crossing the river in a skiff of which he 
was the owner in order to do so From that hour young 
Mark affected the seai and all the tears of his mother and 
eldest sister, the latter a pretty girl only two years his ju- 
nior, and the more sober advice of his father, could not 
induce him to, change his mind. A six weeks' vacation 
was passed in the discussion of this subject, when the Doctor 
yielded to his son's importunities, probably foreseeing he 
should have his hands full to eriucate his other children, 
and not unwilling to put this child, as early as possible, in 
the way of supporting himself. 

The comnierce of America, in 1793, was already flou- 
rishing, and Philadelphia was then much the most import- 
ant place in the country. Its East India trade, in parti- 
cular, was very large and growing, and Dr. Woolston knew 
that fortunes were rapidly made by many eiigaged in it. 
After, turning tjie thing well over in his mind, he deter- 
mined to consult Mark's inclinations, and to make a sailor 
of him. He had a cousin married to the sister of an Bast 
India, or rather of a Canton ship-master, and to this person 
the father applied for advice and assistance. Captain 
Crtitchely very willingly consented to receive Mark in his 
own vessel, the Raticocus, and promised ' to make a man 
and an officer of him." 

The very day Mark first saw the ocean he was sixteen 
/ears old. He had got his height, live feet eleven, and 
was strong for his years, and active. In fact, it would not 
tiBve been easy to find a lad every way so well adapted 
to his new calling, as young Mark Woolston. The 
three years of his college life, if they had not made hin» 
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a Neivtoii, or a Bficou, had d..i]e lii,i> no luirm, filling hia 
inuid with Ihe germs of ideas chat were destined after- 
wards to become extremely useful to him. The young 
man was already, indeed, a sort of factotum, being clever 
and handy at so many things and in so many different 
ways, as early to attract the aiientrOn of the officers. Long 
before (he ?essel reached the capes, he was at home in 
her, from her truck to her keelson, and Captain Cruichejy 
remarked to his chief mate, the day ihey got to sea that 
" young Mark Woolston was likely to turn up a trump." 

Aa for Mark himself, he did not lose sight of the land, 
for the first time in his life, altogether without regrets. 
He had a good deal of feeling in connection with hia pa- 
rents, and his brothers and sisters; but, as it is our aim to 
conceal nothing which ought to be revealed, we must add 
there was still another who filled his thoughts more than 
all the rest united. This person was Bridget Yardley 
the only child of his father's most formidable ptofeaaional 
competitor. 

The two physicians were obliged to keep up a sickly 
iiiferciurse, not infending a pun. They were ton often 
called in to consult together, to maintain an open war. 
While the heads of their respective families occasionally 
met, therefore, at the bed-side of their patients, the families 
themselves had no direct communications. It is true that 
Mrs. Woolston and Mrs. Yardley were occasionally to be 
seen seated at the same tea-table, taking their hyson in 
company, for the recent trade with China had expelled Che 
bohea from most of the belter parlours of the country 
nevertheless, these good ladies could not get to be cordial 
with each other. They themselves had a dilFerenoe on 
religioua points, that was almost as bitter as the differenccii 
ot opinions between their husbands on the subject of alter- 
aiives. In that distant day, homceopalhy, and allopathy, 
and hydropathy, and all the opathies, were nearly-unknown- 
but men could wrangle and abuse each other on medical 
Ihimis, jtist na well and as bitterly then, as they do now 
Kdigion, too, quite as often failed to bear its proper fruiis, 
in ]J93, as it proves barren in these, our own times. On 
(his subject of religion, we have one word to say, and that 
Mi, simply, that it never wa« a meet matter for self-gi-atu- 
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lation and boasting. Here we have the Americo-Angliuan 
church, just as it has finished a blast of trmnpefs, through 
the mectium of numberless periodicals and a thousand let- 
ters from its confiding f not confident clergy, in honour 
of its qiliet, and harmony, and superior polity, suspended 
on the very brink of the precipice of separation, if not of 
schism, and all because il has pleased cerlain u!tra-subli- 
miited divines in the other hemisphere, to write a parcel 
ol tracts that nobody understands, themselves included. 
How many even of the ministers of the altar fall, at the 
very moment they are beginning to fancy themselves saints, 
and are ready to thank God they are " not like the pub- 

a>th Mrs. Woolston and Mrs. Yardley were what is 
called 'pious;' that is, each said her prayers, each went 
to her particular church, and very •particular churches 
they were; each fancied she had a sufficiency of saving 
faith, but neither was charitable enough to think, in a very 
friendly temper, of the other. This difference of religious 
opinion, added to the rival reputations of their husbands, 
made tliese ladies anything but good neighbours, and, as 
has been intimated, years had passed since either had en- 
tered the door of the other. 

Very different was Ihe feeling of the children. Anne 
Woolston, the oldest sister of Mark, and Bridget Yardley, 
were nearly of an age, and they were not only school-mates, 
hut fast friends. To give their mothers their due, they 
did not lessen this intimacy by hints, or intimations of any 
sort, but let the girls obey their own. tasies, as if satisfied 
it was quite sufficient for " professors of religion".to bate 
in their own persons, without entailing the feding on pos- 
terity. Anne and Bridget coiiseqiienlly became warm 
friends, the two sweet, pretty young things both believing, 
in the simplicity of their hearts, that the very circumstance 
which in truth caused the alienation, notio say the hostility 
of the elder members of their respective families, viz. pro- 
fessional identity, was an additional reason why thty should 
,ove each other so much the more. Thii girls were about 
two'and three years the juniors of Mark, but welt grown 
for their time of life, and frank and affectionate as inno- 
cence and warm h'*arlfi could make them. Each was more 



iLvGoOglf 



IC T fl E C B A T E R ; 

Ihan pretty, though it was in styles so very different aa 
Bcaroeiy lo prgyuce any of ihat other sort of rivalry, which 
is so apt til occur even in the gender sex. Anne had 
bloom, and feaiuies, and fine leeih, and, a chsrni tiiat is 
Eo very cunimon in America, a good mouth; but Bridget 
had all tb.tsi! addtd to expression. Nothing could be mure 
soft, gentle and leminine, than Bridget Yardley's counte- 
nance, in itf* ordinary stale of rest ; or inore spirited, laugh- 
ing, buoyant or jiitying than it became, as the different 
passions or feelinj^s were excited in her young binsoni. As 
Mark was often srnt lo see his sister home, in her frequent 
visits to the madam's Viouse, where the two girls held most 
of their intercourse, he was naturally enough admitted into 
(heir associ;ition,. The connection commenced by Mark's 
agreeing- lo be Biidgei's brother, as well as Anne's, This 
was generons, at least; for Bridget was an only child, and 
it was no more tlian right to repair the wrongs of fortune 
in this particular, .The charming young thing declared 
that she would " rather have Mark Woolston for her brother 
than any other boy in Bristol ; and that it was delightful to 
have the name person for a brother as Anne!" Notwith- 
standing this fliglil in the romantic, Bridget Yardley was 
as natural as it was possible for a female in a reasonably 
civilized cnndititn of society to be. There was a vast 
deal of e^cellent, feminine self-devotion in her tempera- 
ment, but not a particle of the exaggerated, in either sen- 
timent or filling. True as steel in all her impulses and 
opinions, in adopting Mark for.a brother she merely yielded 
to a strong natural sympathy, without understanding its 
tendency oi its origin. She would talk by the hour, with 
Anne, touching /knir brother, and what they must make 
him do, and where be must go with them, and in what 
they could oblige him most. The real sister was less active 
than her fiiend, in mind and body, and she listened to ail 
these schemes and notions with a quiet submission that 
was not entirely iree from wonder. 

The result of all this intercourse was to awaken a feeling 
between Mark and Bridget, that was far more profound 
than might have been thought in breasts so young, and 
which coloured their future lives. Mark first became 
ROUBcioQS of ihe strength of this leeling when he lost sight 
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of the papes, and fancied the rtenr Hdle Bucks county girl 
lie had left behind Ijim, talking with his sister of his own 
absen';e and risks. Dut Mark had too much of the true 
spirit of a sailor in him, to pine, or neglect his duly ; and, 
long ere the ship had doubled the Cape of Good Hope, he 
had become an actire and handy lad aloft. When (he ship 
reached the China seas, he sctualiy took his trick at the 
helm. 

As was usual in that day, the voyage of the Rancocus 
lasted about a twelvemonth. If John Chinaman were only 
one-half as active as Jonathan Restless, it micrhl be dis- 
pjatJ of in about one-fourth less time; but teas are not 
transported along the canals of the Celeslia! Empire with 
anything likiJ the rapidity with which wheat was sent to 
market over the rough roads of the Great Republic, in the 
age of which we are writinir. 

When Mark Woolston re-appeared in Bristol, after the 
arrival of the Rancocus below had been knuwn there 
about twenty-four hours, he was the envy of all the lads in 
the place, and the admiration of most of the girls. There 
he was, a tall, straight, active, well-made, well-grown and 
decidedly handsome lad of seventeen, who had doubled 
tlie Cape of Good Hope, seen foreign parts, and had a reiU 
Imlia handkerchief hanging out of -each pocket of a blue 
round-about of superfine cloth, besides one around his half- 
open well-formed throat, that was carelessly tied in a true 
sailor knot! The questions he had to answer, and did 
answer, about whales, Chinese feet, and " mountain waves !" 
Although Bristol lies on » navigable river, up and down 
which frigates had actually been seen lo pass in the revo- 
iution, it was but little that its people knew of the ocean. 
Most of the worthy inhabitants of the place actually fancied 
that the waves of the sea were as high as mountains, though 
their notions of the last were not very precise, there being 
no elevations fn that part of the country fit even for a wind- 
mill. 

But Mark cared little for these interrogatories. He was 
happy ; happy enough, at being the object of so much at- 
tention; happier stili in the bosom of a family of which he 
bad always been the favourite and was now the pride ; and 
happiest of all whpn he half ravished a kiss from the blusb- 
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ing cheek of Bridget Yardley. Twelve 
a great deal for each of the young coup! 
quite made a man of Mark, they had ma 
his soi-disant sister wondered that anj 
much improved by a sea-raring life. A 
self, she was just bursting into young w 
bliug the biid aa its leaves of green are 
those of the deepest rose-coloured tint 
they expand into the full-blown flower. Mark wiis more 
than delighted, he was fascinated ; and young as they were, 
the month he passed at home sufficed to enable him to tell 
his passion, and to obtain a half-ready, half-timid accept- 
ance of the offer of his band. All this time, the parents 
of these very youthful lovers were as profoumJIy ignorant 
of what was going on, as their children were unobservant 
of the height to which professional competition had carried 
hostilities between their respective parents. Doctors 
Woolston and Yardley no longer met even in consultations; 
or, if they did meet in the house of some patient whose 
patronage was of too much value to be slighted, it was only 
to dispute and sometimes absolutely to quarrel 
Ah If h hh Mkwaa 

mmdlpo bdhRoc m 

p& 1 p d h d 1 gh f I 1 

B dg Th I h d m d A h fd d 

h II g 1 g fii h h 

f p bl p! y h id t bl 

mhfldgh f h pb phy 

gdh h f yd|td 
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Trap llhmy dlypp 

11 ly p b h h mp I 

yh ppybym b 

p y Tl 1 ly h ^h M k 

hdshplydw flfh 

lads, in less genwl climates, scarcely gel tails to their conts ; 
but its impropriety must evidently be measured by the 
habits of the state of society in which the parties were 
brought up, and by the duties that had been inculcated. 
In America, then, as now, but little heed was taken by 
parents, more especially in what may b', called the middle 
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'ning the connections thus formed by their 
children. So king as the parties were moral, bore goiid 
characters, had nothing particular against them, and were 
of something near the same social station. Hide else was 
asked for; or, if more were actually required, it was usu- 
ally when it was too late, and after the young people had 
got themselves too deeply in love to allow ordinary pru- 
dential reasons to have iheir due force. 

Mark went to sea this time, dragging after him a 
"lengthening chain," but, nevertheless, filled with hope. 
His years forbade much despondency, and, while he re- 
mained as constant as if he h^id been a nexi-door neigh- 
bour, he was buoyant, and the life of the whoh; crew, after 
ihe first week ont. This voyage was not direct to Canton, 
(ike the first; but the ship took a cargo of sugar to Am- 
sterdam, and thence went to London, where she got a 
freight for Cadiz. The war of the French Revolution 
was now bhzing in ail the heat of its first fires, and Ame- 
rican boiioms were obtaining a large portion nf the carry- 
ing trade of the world. Captain Crnichely h(d orders to 
keep the ship in Europe, making the most o, her, until a 
certain sum in Spanish dollars could be collected, when 
he was to fill up with provisions and water, and again 
make the best of his way to Canton. In <ibeying these 
iiiBiructions, he went from port to port; and, as a sort of 
consequence of having Quaker owners, turning his peace- 
ful character lo great profit, thus giving Mark many op- 
portunities of seeing as much of what is called the world, 
as can be Ibund in sea-ports. Great, indeed, is the differ- 
ence between places that are merely the marts of commerce, 
and those that are really political capitals of large coun- 
tries! No one can be aware of, or can fully appreciate 
ilie many pomts of difference that, m reality, exist between 
siich places, who hia not seen each, and that sufiiciently 
near to be familnr with both Some phces, of which 
London IS Ihe most rem irkible example, enjoy both cha- 
racters, and, when this orcuri, the town gels to possess a 
lone that is even less proiincial and mrrow, if possible, 
than that which i« to be found in a place thil merely re- 
joi ^es in a court This it is which renders N^iples, insig- 
nificant as Its c iiiiraerce comparatively is, superior to Vi- 
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enna, and (!eno;i to Florence, While it wouki be folly to 
pretend tliat Mark, in his situation, obtained the most ao 
ciirati! notions imaginable of all he saw and heard, in his 
visits to Anislerdawi, London, Cadiz, Bordeaux, Marceilles, 
Leghorn, Gibraltar'; and two or three other ports thai might 
be mentioned and to which he went, he did glean a good 
deal, some of which was useful (o him in after-life. He 
lost no smpll portion of the provincial rusl of home, more- 
over, and legan to underatanJ the vast difference between 
"seeing the world" and "going to meeting and going to 
mill."" Ill addition lo these advantages, Mark was trans- 
ferred from the .fiirecastle to the cabin Iiefore the ship 
sailed for Canton. The practice of near two years had 
made him a very tolerable sailor, and his previous eduna- 
tion made the study of navigation easy to him. In that 
day there was a scarcity of officers in America, and a young 
man of Mark's advantages, physical'and moral, was certain 
to get on rapidly, provided he only behaved well. It is 
not at ail surpriMng, therefore, thai our young sailor got to 
be the spcund-niate of the Rancocus before he had quite 
completed his eighteenth year. 

Tile voyage from London to Canton, and thence home to 
Philadelphia, consumed about ten months. The Rnncocus 
was a fast lessel, but she could not imparl her speed to the 
Chinamen. It followed that Mark wanted bul a few weeks 
of lieiiig nineteiin yea-rs old the day his ship passed Cape 
May, and, what was more, he had the promise of Captain 
Crutcheiy, of sailing with him, <is his first officer, in the nent 
voyage. With that promise in his mind, Mark hastened 
up the river to Bristol, as soon as he was ciear of the vessel, 

' Tliis last phriBs t.as often causeil the writer to smile, when 
he lias heart n 1:01 in try man aay, witli it satisfied air, as is so ol^en 
the casn in iliia good republic, that "aneh or siieli a thing here U 
gooil enough for mt;" meaning thai be questions if there be any- 
thing oi the sore thai ia belter anywhere else. It was uiiered 
many years since, by a shrewd Quaker, in West.Chester, who was 
contending (iriih a neighbont on a subject that the other endea- 
voured io defend ly alluding to the entenlof his own observation, 
"Oh, yes, Josy," answered the Friend, "thee's been 10 meeting 
and Ibep'o l*en U> mill, and thee knows all about ill" America 
is lull o( travellers who have been to meeting and who have boon 
H) mill. This it is whioli i takes it 11 n necessarily provinciat. 
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sau fit to picJ, a quarrel with him, and to forbid him his 
house. As [he dispute was wholly gratuitous on the pari 
of the Doctor, Mark behaving with perfect [iroptiety on the 
occasioii, it may be well to explain its real cause. The 
fact was, that Bridget was an heiress; if not on a very 
large scale, still an heiress, and, what was moie, unalter- 
ably so in right of her mother; and the thought that a son 
of his competitor, Doctor Woolston, should profit by this 
fact, was utterly insupportable to him. Accordingly he 
quarrelled with Mark, the instant he was apprised of the 
character of his attentions, and forbade him the house. 
To do Mark justice, he knew nothing of Bridget's worldly 
possessions. That she was beautiful, and warm-hearted, 
and frank, and sweet-tempered, and feminine, and alFec- 
tionate, he both saw and felt; but beyond this he neither 
Baw anything, nor cared about seeing anything. The 
young sailor was as profoundly ignorant that Bridget was 
[he actual owner of certain three per cenls. that brought 
twelve hundred a year, as if she did not cwn ii ' copper,' 
as it was the fashion of that period to say, ' cmts' being then 
very little, if at all, used. Nor did he know aiiyihing of 
the farm she had inherited from her mother, or of the store 
in town, that brought three hundred and fifty more in rent. 
It is true that some allusions were made to these matter* 
by Doctor Yardley, in his angry comment on the Wooi- 
aton family generally, Anne always excepted, and in whose 
tavour he made a salvo, even in the heiglit of liis denun- 
ciations. Still. Mark thought so miich of that which was 
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really estimable and admirable in Bridget, and so little of 
anytbing mercenary, that even after fheie revelations he 
ctmld tiol ccmipreliend tbe causes of Doctor Yardley's barsh 
treatment of him. During the whole scene, which was 
purposely enacted in the presence of bis wondering and 
trembling daughter, Mark behaved perfectly well. He had 
a respect for the Doctor's years, as well as for Bridget's 
faiber, and would not retort. After waiting as long as he 
conceived waiting could be of any use, be seized his hat, 
and left the room with an air of resentment that Bridget 
construed into tbe expression of an intention never to speak 
to any of 1 1 em again. But Mark Woolslon was governed 
by no such design, as the sequel will show. 



CHAPTER II. 

"She's not foattoen." 

"IllLyro,,,,,, 
And yet, lo my teen be it sj)! 

Eimieo and Juliet. 

Diving wisdom has commanded us to "Honour your 
father and your mother." Observant travellers affirm that 
less respect is paid to parents in America, than is usual in 
Christian nations — we say Christian nations; for many of 
the heathen, the Chinese for instance, worship them, though 
probably with an allegoricd connection that we do not 
understand. That ibe parental tie ia more loose in this 
country than in most others we believe, and there is a rea- 
son lo be found for it in the migratory habits of the people, 
and in the general ioiiseneas in all the ties that connect 
men with the past. The laws on the subject of niairimony, 
moreovr, are so very lax, intercourse is so simple and has 
BO many facilities, and the young of the two sexes are left 
BO much to themselves, that it is no wonder children form 



reflectio 



d contrary t( 
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(he wishes of their friends Still, the law of God is ilitre, 
and we are among those whj believe that a neglect oi its 
mand-ites is \eiy apt to bring ita punishmeat, even in ihia 
world, and we are inclined to think that mtich of that 
which Mark and Bridget subsequently suffered, was in 
ciinsequeiice of acting directly in the face of the wishes 
and injunction>< of iheir parents 

The hcene which had taken place under the roof of 
Doctor Yardley was soon known under thit of Doctor 
A^ oolstou Although the last individual was fully ai\ate 
that Bridget was what was then esteemed rich, it Bristol, 
he cnred not for her money f he girl he liked well enough, 
ind in secret even admired her as much as he could find 
It in his heart to admire, anything of Doctor Vardley's, but 
the indignity was one he was by no means inclined to over- 
look, and, in his turn, he forbade all intercourse between 
the girls. These two bitter pills, thus administered by the 
village doctors lo their respective patients, made the young 
people very miserable Bridget loved Anne almost us 
much as she loved Mark, and she began to pine and alCei 
in her appearance, in a way lo alarm her father. In order 
ro divert her mind, he sent her to town, to the care of an 
aunt, altogether forgetting that Mark's ship lay at the 
wharves of Philadelphia, and that he could not have sent 
his daughter to any place out of Bristol, where the young 
imn would be 50 likely to find her. This danger the good 
d ictor entirely overlooked or if he thought of it at all, he 
must hive fant,ied thnt his sister would keep a sharp eye 
on the m< lements tf the young sailor, and forbid him /ler 

Everything turned out as the Doctor ought to have ex- 
pected When M irk joined his ship, of which he was now 
the first oflicer he s ii rht Bridget and found her. The 
aunt however idministered to him the second potion of 
the same dtse that her br iher had originally dealt out, 
ind gaie him to understmd that his presence in Front 
•street was not desired This irritated both the young 
peiple Bridget being fir leis disposed to submit to her 
Tt nt than lo her father and they met clandestinely in the 
stri,et^ A week or two of this iniercourse brought mat- 
terK to a crisis and Bridget consente'J to a private mar- 
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riage. The idea of again going to sea, leaving his be< 
trothed entirely in the hands of those who disliked him for 
his father's sake, was intulerablc to Mark, and it made him 
so miserable, that the fenderness of the deeply enamoured 
girl could not withstand hia appeals, 'I'hey agreed to get 
married, hiit to keep their union a secret until Mark should 
become of age, when it was hoped he would be in a con- 
ditiiin, in every point of view, openly to claim his wife. 

A thing of this sort, once decided on, is easily enough 
put in execution in America. Among Mark's college 
friends was one who was a few years older than himself, 
and who bad entered the ministry. This young man was 
then acting as a sort of missionary among the seamen of 
the port, and he had fallen in the way of the young lover 
the very first day of hia return to his ship. It was an easy 
matter to work on the good nature of this easy-minded 
man, who, on hearing of the ill treatment offered to his 
friend, was willing enough to perform the ceremony. 
Everything being previously arranged, Mark and Bridget 
were married, early one morning, during the lime the latter 
was out, in company with a female friend of about her own 
age, to take what her aunt believed was her customary 
walk before breakfast. Philadelphia, in 1796, was not the 
town it is to-day. It then lay, almost entirety, on the 
shores of the Delaware, those of the SchuylkiJl being com- 
pletely in the country. What was more, the best quarters 
were still near the river, and the distance between the 
Rancocus — meaning Mark's ship, and not the creek of 
that name— and the house of Bridget's aunt, was hut-tri 
iling. The ceremony took place in the cabin of the ves.'iel 
just named, which, now that the captain was ashore in hia 
own house, Mark had all to himself, no second-mate having 
been shipped, and ivhich was by no n ea s an ' } propriate 
place for the nuptials of a pair I ke tl at wh eh our young 
people turned out to be, in the end 

The Rancocus, though not a lartre vas a very line, 
Philadelphia-built ship, then the best e sela of the coun- 
try. She was of a little less than four I und ed tons in 
measurement, but she had a very neat a d commodious 
poop-calin. Captain Crutchely had a tbr fty vife, whcr 
had contributed her full share to re ler her husband com 
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fonable, and Bridget thought that the room in which she 
was united lo Mark was one of the prettiest she had ever 
seen. The reader, however, is not to imagine it a cahin 
omSmented with marble coluiiins, rose-wood, and the ina- 
nles, as so often liappeiis now-a-days. No such extr!»»> 
q:nnce was dreaitied of fiAy y«ars an;o; but, as far ns j'lili- 
ctouB arrangements, neat jninsr's work, iiid appropriile 
furnilure went, the cabin of the Rrtncocus was i very re- 
spectable little room. The circumatanLe tliat it was on 
deck, contributed largely to its appearance and comfort, 
sunken cabins, or those below decks, being neies'>arily 
ribed in small ships, in con'-etiuence of 
vessel that i& tonincted in 
) order to help their sailing 

The witnesses of the union of our hero and heroine were 
the female friend of Bridget named, the ofRuniing clergy- 
man, and one seaman who had sailed with the bridegroom 
in all his voyages, and who was now retained on bo^rd the 
vessel as a ship-keeper, intending to go ont in her ag-iin 
as soon as she should be ready for sea. The mme oi thia 
mariner was Betts, or Bob Belts as he was commonly 
called ; and as he acls a conspicuous part in the events to 
be recorded, it may be well to say a word or two more of 
his history and character: Bob Betts was a Jersey man , — 
or, as he would have pronounced the word himself a Jir- 
seyman — in the American meaning of the word howeier, 
and not in the English. Bob was born in Cape Miy 
county, and in the State of New Jersey, United Slites ot 
America. At the period of which we are now writing, he 
must have been about five-and-lhirty, and seemingly i con- 
firmed bachelor. The windows of Bi.b= fither's house 
looked out upon the Alhmlic Ocein, ind he snufied bei 
air from ihe hour of his birth. At eight yeirs of ige he 
was pkced, as cabin-boy, on boTid t coister , and from 
thiit time down to the moment when he witnessed the mar- 
riage ceremony between Mark and Bridget, he h id been a 
sailor. Throughout the whole war of the re\oluiion Bob 
had served in the navy, in some ves-el or other, and with 
great good luck, never having been nude i prisoner of 
war. in connection with this cirrumstaife was one of 
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the liesetliiig weaknesses of his chnracter. As often hsp. 
pens to men of no very great breadth of views, Bfib had ii 
notion that thai wliich he hail so sui'cesBfully escaped, tik. 
onptiTily, other men too might }iave escaped had they teen 
etjuallj as clever. Thus it was that he had an iH-5oncealed, 
or only half-concealed contempt for such seamen as suffered 
themselves, at any time or under any circumstances, to fall 
into the enemip* hands. On all other subjects Bob wai 
not only ntion d, but a very discreet and shrewd fellow, 
thouoli on thit he was often hsrsh, and sometimes absurd 
But the best men have their weakness, and this was Bot 
Uetts s 

Captain Crutchely had picked up Boh, just after the 
peace of I7S3, ano had kept him with him ever since. I, 
was to Bob that' he had committed the instruction of Mark, 
vfhen the latter first joined the ship, and from Bob the 
youth had got his earliest notions of seamanship. In his 
calling Bob was full of resources, and, as often happens 
with the American Bai|or, he was even handy at a great 
many other -things, and particularly so with whatever re- 
lated to practical mechanics. Then he was of last phy. 
sical force, standing six feet two, in his stockings, and was 
round-built and solid. Bob had one sterling quality — he 
was as fast a friend as ever existed. In this respect he 
was a model of fidelity, never seeing a fault in those lie 
loved, or a good quality in those he disliked. His attach- 
ment lo Mark was signal, and he looked on the promotion 
of the young man much as he would have regarded prefer- 
ment that befel himself. In the last voyage he had told 
the people in the forecastle " Thai young Mark Woolston 
would iiake a thorough sea-dog in time, and now he hiid 
got to be Mr. Woolston, he expected great things of him. 
The happiest day of my life will lie that on which I can 
ship in a craft commanded by Captain Mark Woolston. 
I teached him, myself, how lo break the first sea-biscuit he 
ever tasted; and next day he could do it as well as any on 
us! You see how handy and quick he is about a vessel's 
decks, shipmates; a ra'al rouser at a weather earin' — well, 
when he first come aboard here, and that was little more 
than two years ago, the smell of tar would almost make 
him swound awav." Tho latter assertion was one of Bob's 
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i^mbeiiislimentH, Tor M;ifk was never either lackiidaisical 
or very delicate. The young man cordially returzied Biih'g 
rcjtard, niid the two wtre sincere friends without any 
phrnscB on the Bubjeel 

Bob Betts was ihe only male witness of the marria^p 
between Mark Woolston and Bridget Yardlej, with the 
exceplion of the officiating clergynidn -m, M try Bromley 
svas the onij female Duplicate certificates h( wever were 
given to the youn? oiple Mark placing In-, in hi3 writ- 
ing-desk and Briilget hers in the bosom <f her diess. 
Five minutes after the ceremony was ended the whole 
party separated thp airls returning to their respective re- 
sidences and (he dergyrnan going his w.)y le ¥ing the 
mate and the >ihip keeper together on the vessel s deck. 
The latter did not speik sit long as he saw the bride- 
groom s e3es fisiened on the light form of the bride as the 
latter went swiftly up the retired wharf where the ship w^s 
lying, on her way to Front street, accompanied by her 
young friend. Bui, no sooner had Bridget turned a cor- 
ner, and Bob saw that the attraction was no longer in vievf , 
than he thought it becoming to put in a word. 

"A Irim-built and light-sailing craft, Mr. Woolston," 
he said, turning over the quid in his mouth ; ■' one of these 
da)'s she'll make a noble ves.sel to command." 

'■ She is my captain, and ever will be. Bob," returned 
Mark. "But you'll be silent concerning what haa 
passed." 

" Ay, ay, sir. It is not my business to keep u log for 
ail the women in the country to chatter about, like so many 
monkeys that have found a bag of nuta. But what was 
the meaning of the parson's saying, ' with all my worldly 
goods I thee endow' — does that make you any richer, or 
any poorer, sir V 

"Neither," answered Miirk, =mihng "It leaves me 
just where I was, Bob, and where i a'm likely to be for 
some time to come, I fear." 

" And has the young woman nothing herself, sir? Some- 
times a body picks up a comfortable Lhest-fuU with iliese 
sort of things, as they tell me, sir " 



" I believe Itridgt 






that it saying all that can be said on such a point How- 
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ever, 1 've secured her now, and two years hence 1 'II cliiim 

her, if she has not a second gown to wear. I dare say fiie 

old mao will be for turning her adrift with as little as pos- 

Bible." 

All ihia was a proof of Mtirk's entire diainterestediieps. 
He dill ooi know Omi bin youni- bride had tjuile thirty 
thousand dollars in reversion, or in one sense in possession, 
although she conld derive no benefit from it until she was 
of age, or married, and past Iter eighteenth year. This 
fact her husband did not learn for several days, after his 
marriage, when his bride communicated it to him, with a 
proposal that he should quit the sea and remain with her 
for life. Mark was vgry much in love, but this scheme 
scarce affbrdetj him the satisfaction that one might have 
expected. He was attached to his profession, and scarce 
reliiihed the thought of being dependent altogether on his 
wife for the means of subsistence. The struggle between 
love and pride was great, but Mark, at length, yielded to 
Bridget's blandishments, tenderness and tears. They could 
only meet at the house of Mary Bromley, the bride's-maid, 
hut then the interviews between them were as frequent as 
Mark's duty would allow. The result was that Bridget 
prevailed, and the young husband went up to Bristol and 
candidly related all that had passed, thus revealing, in less 
than a week, a secret which it was intended should remain 
hid for at least two years. 

Doctor Wfiolston was sorely displeased, at first ; but the 
event had that about it which would be apt to console a 

enrent. Bridget was not only young, and affectionate, and 
eautiful, and truthful; but, according to the standard of 
Bristol, she was rich. There was consolation in all this, 
notwithstanding professional rivalry and personal dislikes. 
We are not quite certain fhRl he did not feel a slight gra- 
tification at the thought of his son's enjoying the fortune 
which his rival had received from his wife, and which, but 
for the will of the grandfather, would have been enjoyed 
by that rival himself. Nevertheless, the good Doctor did 
his duty in the premises. He communicated the news of 
the marriage to Doctor Yardley in a very civilly-worded 
note, which left a fair opening for a settlement of all diffi- 
culties, had the latter been sc pleased. The latter did not 
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1) please, however, hut exploded in a terrible bursl of pas- 
iion, which almost carried him off in a fit of apoplexy. 
Escaping all physical dangers in the end DiicCor Yird 
y d ly PI 1 d Iph I b gl I 

1 h hm BhAk dBd rih 

lyhdffdd fl pi d 
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of a common friend, had aii interview with hia competitor, 
and they talked the matter over in a toletably composed 
and reasonable temper. Both the parents, aa medical men, 
agreed that it would be better tlint the young couple should 
not live togefber for two or three years, the very tender 
age of Bridget, in particular, rendering this humane,' as 
well as discreel. Nothing was said of the fortune, which 
mollified Doctor Yiirdley a good deal, since he would be 
left to manage it, or at least to receive the income so long 
as no legal claimant interfered with his control Elderly 
gentlemen submit very easily to this sort of inftiience. 
Then, Doctor Wnolston was exceedingly polite, and spoke 
to his rival of a difficult case in his own practice, as if in- 
directly to ask an opinion of his competitor. All this con- 
tributed to render the interview more amicable than had 
been hoped, and the parties separated, if not friends, al 
least with an understanding on the subject of future pro- 
ceedings. 

It was decided that Mark should Continue in the Ran- 
ocus for another voyage. It was knmvn the ship was to 
proceed to some of the islands of the Pacific, in quest of 
a cirgo of sandal-wood and b';cbe-le-inar, for the Chinese 
market, and that her next absence from home would be 
longer, even, than her last. By the lime the vessel re- 
turned, Mark would be of age, and fit to command a ship 
himself, should it be thought expedient for him to continue 
in his profession. During the period the vessel still re- 
mained in port, Mark was to pay oboasional visilfi to his 
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ried, and a ship's cabin, and a f t mb 11 1 
of that sort, when (he worthy d b I men 

who compose the different leg 1 f h U n 

would have been ready to bre k h n 1 n d 
oass a bill of divorce. Had there been a child or two, it 
would have made no great diflTerence, for means would 
have been devised to give the custody of them to the mo- 
ther. This would have been done, quite likely, for the 
first five years of the lives of the dear Utile things, because 
the children would naturally require a mother's care; and 
afterwards, because the precocious darlings, si the mature 
age of seven, would declare, in open court, that they really 
loved' 'ma' more than they did 'pal' To write a litlle 
pliiinly on a very Important subject, we are of opinion that 
a new name ought to be adopted for the form of govern- 
ment which is so fast creeping into (his country. New 
Ihings require new names; and, were Solomon nowliving, 
we will venture to predict two things of him, viz. he would 
change his mind- on (he subject of novelties, and he would 
never go to congress. As for the new name, we would 
rpBpec(fully suggest that of Gossipian, in lieu of thai of 
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Republican, gossip fast becoming the lever ihaL movea 
everything iti the land. The newspapers, (rue to their 
instincts of consulting the ruling tastes, deal much mure 
in gossip than they deal in reason; the courts admit it as 
evidence ; the juries receive it as fact, aa well as ihe law ; 
and as for the legislatures, let a piteous tale hut circuJate 
freely in the lobbies, and bearded men, like Juliet when a 
child, as described by her nurse, will " stint and cry, ay 1" 
In a word, principles and proof are in much less esteem 
than assertions and numbers, backed with enough of which, 
anything may be made to appear as legal, or even consti- 
tutioiial. 

But oeither of our doctors entered into all these matters. 
It was enough for them that the affair of the marriage was 
disposed of, for a time at least, and things were permitted 
to drop into their ancient channels. The intercourse be- 
tween Bridget and Anne was renewed, just as if nothing 
had happened, and Mark's letters to his virgin bride were 
iiumer6us, and filled with passion. The ship was ' taking 
in,' and he could only leave her late on Saturday afternoons, 
but each Sunday he contrived to pass in Bristol. On such 
occasions he siw his charming wile at church, and he 
walked with her in the helds along with Anne and n fa- 
loured idmirer of hers ot an afternttn returning to town 
in sea'ion to be at hib post on the opening of the hatches, 
jf a Monday morning 

In less than i month after tie premature marriage be- 
tween Mark Woolaton nd Bridget \ irJley,tlie Rancocua 
cleared for the Pacific and Canton Tiie bridegroom 
found one diy li pass in Bristol and Doctor Yardley so 
fir pitied his daughters distress as to consent that ihe 
two girls should go to town, under his own care, and see 
the young man off. This concession was received with 
the deepest gratitude, and made the young people moment- 
arily very happy. The doctor even consented to visit the 
ship, which Captain Crutchely, laughing, called St. Mark's 
chapel, in consequence of the religious rite which had 
been performed on board her. Mrs. Crutchely weis there, 
on the occasion of this visit, attending to her husband's 
comforts, by Btiing curtains lo his berth, and looking after 
matters in general in the cabin; and divers jokes were 
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veiLiiired by the honest ship-master, in making his com- 
ments on, and in giving his opioioB of the handy-work of 
his own consort. He made Bridget blush more ihan once, 
though her enduring tenderness in behalf of Mark induced 
her to sit out all the captain's wit. ralher than shorten a 
visit so precious, one moineni. 

The final parting was an hour of bill^r sorrow. Even 
Mark's young beart, manly, and much disposed tg do his 
duly as he was, was near breaking; while Bridget' almost 
dissolved in tears. They could not but .think how long 
that separation was to last, though they did not anticipate 
by what great and mysterious events it was to be prolonged. 
It was enough for (hem. that they were to live asunder two 
whole years; and two whole years appear like an age. lo 
those who have not yel lived their four lustrums. Bui the 
final moment must and did arrive, and the young people 
were compelled to tear themselves asunder, though the 
parting was like that of soul and body. The bride hung 
on ihe bridegroom's neck, as the tendril clings to its sup- 
port, until removed by gentle violence. 

Bridget did not give up her hold upon Mark so long as 
even his vessel remained in sight. She went with Anne, 
in a carriage, as low as the Poiril, and saw the Rancocus 
pass swifily down ihe river, on thi.s its fourth voyage, bear- 
ing those in her who as little dreamed of their fate, us the 
unconscious woods and metals, themselves, of which the 
ship was constructed. Mark felt his heart beat, when he 
saw a woman's handkerchief waving to him from the shore, 
and a fresh burst of tenderness nearly unmanned him, 
when, by the aid of the glass, he recognised the sweet 
countenance and fairy figure of Bridget. Ten minutes 
later, distance and inter posing objects separated that yoiing 
couple for. many a weary day! 

A few days ai sea restored the equanimity of Mark's 
feelings, while the poignant grief of Bridget did not fail to 
receive the solace which lime brings to sorrows of every 
degree and nature. They thought of each other often, and 
tenderly ; but, the pain of parting over, they both began 
to look forward to the joys of meeting, with the buoyancy 
and illusions that hope is so apt to impart to the bosoms 
of the young and inexperienced. Little did either dream 
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of ivhat was to occur before their ej'es were to be again 
giaddene'J with the sight of their respective forms. 

Mark found in his state-room — for, in the Ranoocus, 
the cabin was fitted with four neat little state-rootns, one 
for the captain, and two for the mates, with a fourth for 
the supercargo — many proofs of Bridget's love and care. 
Mrs. Crutchely, herself, though so much longer experienced, 
had scarcely looked after the captain's comfort with more 
judgment, and certainly not with greater solicitude, than 
this youthful bride had expended on her bridegroom's 
room. In that day, artists were not very numerous in 
America, nor is it very probahle that Doctor Yardley would 
have permitted his daughter to take so decided a step aa 
to sit for her miniature for Mark's possession ; but she had 
managed to get her profile cut, and to have it framed, and 
the mate discovered it placed carefully among his effects, 
when only a week out. From this profile iWark derived 
the greatest consolation. It was a good one, and Bridget 
happened to have a face that would ttll in that sort of 
thing, so that the husband had no di(iii,ulty in recognising 
the wife, in this little image. There it was, with the very 
pretty slight turn of the head to one side, that in Bridget 
was both natural and graceful. Mark hpent hours in gazing 
at and in admiring this inanimate shadow of his bride, 
which never filled to recall to him all her grace, and na- 
ture, and tenderness and love h ug d n n y 
any direct expression of her an m n dp 

It IS said ships have no Sund Th m n ng h 

is merely that a vessel must p m h w k d 

and sabbaths, day and night, if T R o- 

cus formed no exception to the d h d 

having a road before her that w d q h 
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a skilful operation on that of a niedica] man, or a lucky 
hit in trade on the fortunes of the young merchant. Away 
all go alike, if not absolutely with flowing sheets, easily, 
swiftly, and with less of labour than was their wont. Thus 
did it now prove with the good ship Rancocua. Instead 
of struggling hard with the seas to get three knots ahead, 
she now made her six, and kept all, or nearly all, she 
made. When she saw the land again, it was found there 
was very little to spare, but' that little sufficed. The vessel 
passed to windwatd of everything, and went on her way 
rejoicing, like any other that had been successful in a hard 
and severe struggle. A fortnight kier, the ship touched 
at Valparaiso. 

The voyage of the Rancocus may now be said to have 
commenced in earnest. Hitherto she had done little but 
make her way across the endless waste of waters ; but 
now she had the real business before her to execute. A 
considerable amount of freight, which had been brauj;ht 
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before idols, and no higher offence c 
say human being than lo be principal, 
manner or way, to the substitution of any created thing for 
the ever-iiving God. In after-life Mark Woolston often 
thought of this, when reflection succeeded to action, and 
wheii he came lo muae on the causes which may have led 
to bis being the subject of fhe wonderful events th it oc- 
curred in connection with his own fortunes. We have 
now reached a part of our narrative, however, when it be- 
comes necessary to go into details, which we shall defer lo 
tlie commenuement of a new chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 



"God of the dark and lieavy deep! 

The waves lie sleeping on the sanda, 
Till tho flerue uumpet of tbe storm 

Hath Bummon'd up their thundering bands j 
Then tlie white sails are Hashed like foam, 

Ot hurry trembling o'er the seas, 
Till calmed by thee, the sinking gale 

Serenely lireatlies, Depart in peace." 

The day that preceded the night of which we are abont 
to speak, was misty, with the wind fresh at east-sonth- 
eaat. The Raneocus was running off, south-west, and oon- 
BecjQently was going with the wind free. Captain Crutch- 
eiy had one failing, and it was a very bad one for a ship- 
ni aster ; he would'drinlt rather too much grog, at his dinner. 
At all other times he might have been called a sober man ; 
jut, at dinner, he would gulp down three or four glasses 
of rum and water. In that day rum was much used in 
America, far more than brandy; and every dinner-table, 
that had the smallest pretension to be above that of the 
mere' labouj'ing man, had at least a bottle of one of these 
liquors on it. Wine was not commonly seen at the cabin- 
table; or, if seen, it was in those vessels that had recently 
been in the vine-growing countries, and on specinl occa- 
sions. Captain Crutchely was fond of the pleasures of the 
table in another sense. His eating was on a level with his 
drinking; and for pigs, and poultry, and vegetables thai 
would keep at sea, his ship was always a little remark- 
able. 

On the day in question, it happened to be the birthday 
of Mrs, Crutchely, and the captain had diunk even a little 
more than common. Now, when a man is in the habit of 
ilrinkiiig rather more than is good for him, an addition of 
1 little more than common is very apt to upset him. Such, 
» oober truth, was the case with the commander of tha 
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Rancocus, when he left the dinner-table, al the time to 
which there is particular allusion. Mark, hLmself was 
perfectly sober. The taste of rum was unpleasant to him, 
nor did his young blood and buoyant spirits crave its effects. 
If he toviched it at all, it was in very small quantities and 
ffreatlv diluted with water. He saw the present condition 
of his superior, therefore, with regret; and this so much 
the more from the circumstance that an unpleasant report 
was prevailing in (he ship, that white water had beeri seen 
ahead during a clear moment, by a man who had just 
come from aloft. This report the mate repeated to the 
captain, accompanying it with a suggestion that it might 
be well to shorten sail, round-to, and sound. But Captain 
Crutcliely treated the report with no respect, swearing 
that the men were always fancying they were going ashore 
on coral, and that the voyage would last for ever did he 
comolv with all their conceits of this nature. Unlortu- 
nately the second-male was an old sea-dog, who owed hi. 
present inferior condition to his being a great ded addioted 
to the practice in which his captain indulged only a lUlle, 
and he had been sharing largely in the hospitality of the 
cabin that afternoon, it being his watch below, i nis man 
supported the captain in his contempt for the rumours ana 
notions of the crew, and between them Mark found him- 
self silenced. , f .i.„ 
Our young officer felt very uneasy «t the account ot the 
Sailor who had reported white water ahead, for he was one 
of the best men in the ship, and altogether unhkely to say 
that which was not true. It being now sis o'clock in he 
evening, and the second-mate hawng taken charge ol the 
watch, Mark went up into the fore-top-gallant cross-tre^ 
himself in order to get the best look ahead that he could 
before the night set in. It wanted but half an hour, or so,. 
of sunset, when the young man took his station in tlie 
cross-trees the royal not being set. At first, he could 
discern nothing ahead, at a distance greater than a mile, 
on account of The mist; but, just as the sun went below 
the waters it lighted up to the westward, and Mark then 
plainly saw what he was perfectly satisfied must be break, 
era, extending for several miles directly acrosa the ves«d s 
track ! 
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Such a discovery required decision, and the young mati 
shouted out — 

" Breakers ahead!" 

This cry, coming from his first officer, startled even 
Captain Crutchely, who was recovering a little from the 
effect of his potations, though it was stilJ treated with con- 
tempt by ihe second-mate, who had never forgiven one as 
young as Mark, for getting a berth that he fancied due to 
Lis own greater age and experience. He laughed openly 
at this second report of breakers, at a point in the ocean 
where the chart laid down a clear sea; but the captain 
knew that the charts could only tell, him what was known 
at the time they were made, and he felt disposed to treat 
his first officer, young as he was, with more respect than 
the second-mate. All hands were called in consequence, 
and Bail was shortened. Mark came down to assist in this 
duty, while Captain Crutchely himself went aJoil to looli 
out for the breakers. They passed each other in the top, 
the latter 'desiring his mate to bring the ship by the wind, 
on the larboard tack, or with her head to the southward, 
as soon as he had the sail sufficiently reduced to do so with 

For a few minutes after he reached the deck, Mark was 
fully employed in executing his orders. Sail was shortened 
with great rapidity, the men working with zeal and alarm, 
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lee, with the gale blowing in her teeth, and heavy seas 
sending her bodily, and surely, however slowly, on tiic 
very breakers she is struggling to avoid 1 Captain Crutch- 
ely had not been alofl; five minutes before he hailed the 
deck, and ordered Mark to send Bob Betts up to the cross- 
trees. Bob had the reputation of being the brightest look- 
out in the vessel, and was usually employed when land 
was about to be approached, or a sail was expected to be 
made. He went up the fore-rigging like a squirrel, and 
was soon at the captain's side, both looking anxiously to 
leeward. A few minutes after the ship had hauled by the 
wind, both came down, stopping in the top, however, to 
take one more look to leeward. 

The second-mate stood waiting the further descent of 
the captain, with a sort of leering look of contempt on his 
hard, well-dyed features, which seemed to anticipate that 
it would soon be known that Mark's white water had lost 
its colour, and become blue water once more. But Cap- 
lain CruEchely did not go as far as thji, when he got down 
He admitted that he had ■>een nothing that he could very 
decidedly say was breakers but that, once or twice, when 
it lighted up a little, there had been a gle<imnig along the 
western horizon which a good deal puzzled him It might 
be white water, or it might be only the last rays of the 
setting sun tipping the ccmbs of the regular seas Boh 
Bett«, too n as as much at fault as his captain and a sar- 
castic remark or two of HiUson, the second-mate, were 
fast bringing Mark's breakers into discredit 

" Jest look at the chart, Captain Crutchely," put in 
HiUson — " a regular Tower Hill chart as ever was made, 
and you '11 see there cart be no white water hereabouts. 
If a man is to shorten sail and haul his wind, at every dead 
whale he falls in with, in these seas, his owners will have 
the balance on the wrong side of the book at the end of 
the v'/ge !" 

This told hard against Mark, and considerably in Hill- 
son's favour. 

"And could ytm see nothing of breakers ahead. Bob?" 
demanded Mark, with an emphasis on the ' you' which 
pretty plainly implied that the young man was not so much 
surprised that the captain had not seen them. 
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" Nol a bit of it, Mr. Woolstoo," answered Bob, hitch- 
ing up Lis trowsers, " and I 'd a pretty good look ahead. 

This made still more against Mark, and Captain Ccutch- 
ely sent for the chart. Over this map he and the aecond- 
mate pondered with a sort of muzzy sagacity, when they 
came to the conclusion that a clear sea must prevail around 
them, in all directions, for a distance exceeding a thousand 
miles. A great deal ia determined in any case of a di- 
lemma, when it is decided that this or that fact mast be so. 
Captain Cnitchely would not have arrived at this positive 
conclusion so easily, had not his reasoning powers been so 
much stimulated by his repeated draughts of rum and 
water, that afternoon ; all taken, as he said and believed, 
not so much out of love for the beverage itself, as out of 
love for Mrs. Johd'Crutchely. TVevertheless, our captain 
was accustomed to take care of a ship, and he was not yet 
in a condition lo forget all his duties, in circumstances so 
critical. As Mark solemnly and steadily repeated his own 
belief that there were breakers ahead, he so far yielded to 
the opinions of his youthful chief-mate as to order the deep 
se p d J par d 
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Dot bdieve the ship to be within three leagues of the 
breakers he hinl seen, for they hid seemed, both to Irini 
and to the seaman who had first reported them, lo be 
several leagues distant. One on an elevation like thai of 
the top-gallant cross-trees, could see a long way, and the 
white water had appeared to Mark to be on the very vergo 
of the western horizon, even as seen from his lofty look- 
After a further consultation with his officers, duiing 
which Hillson had tiot Bjiared his hits at his less esperi- 
enced superior. Captain Crutchely came to a decision, 
which might be termed semi-prudent. There is nothing 
that a seaman more dislikes than to be suspected of extra- 
nervousness on the subject of doubtful dangers of this sort. 
Seen and acknowledged, he has no scruples about doing 
his best to avoid them ; but so long as there is an uncer- 
tainty connected with their existence at all, that miserable 
feeling of vanity which renders us all so desirous to be 
more than nature ever intended us for, inclines most men 
to appear indifferent even while they dread. The wisest 
thing Captain Crutcheij could have done, placed in the 
circumstances in- which he now found himself, would have 
been to stand off and on, under easy canvas, until the re- 
turn of light, when he might have gone ahead on his course 
with some confidence, and a great deal more of safety. . 
But there would have been an air of con-i;ssion to the 
power of an unknown danger that conflicted with his pride, 
in such a course, and the old and well-tried ship-master 
did not like to give the ' uncertain' I ' d »er 

him. He decided therefore to stand on h h p ils 
reefed, keeping bright look-outs ahe d d h n his 
courses in the brails, ready for getting h k d to 
claw off to windwafd, should it prov b n ry. 

With this plan Mark was compelled to P y ' b ng 
no appeal from the decrees of the auto f h q er 

As soon as the decision of Captain Crutchely w;is made, 
the helm was put up, and the ship kept off to her course 
It was true, that under double-reefed topsails, and jib, 
which was all the canvas set, there was not half the danger 
there would have been under their former sail ; and, when 
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MacK took charge of the watch, as he did soon after, or 
eight o'clock, he was in hopes, by means of vigilance, stifl 
to escape the danger. The darkness, which was getting 
to be very intense, was now the greatest and most imme- 
diate source of his apprehensions. Could he only get a 
glimpse of the sea a cable's-length ahead, he would have 
felt vast relief; but even that small favour was denied him. 
By the time the captain and second-mate had turned in, 
which each did after going below and taking a stiff glass 
of rum and water in his turn, it was so dark our young 
mate could not discern the combing of the waves a hundred 
yards from the ship, in any direction. This obscurity was 
owing to tlie drizzle that filled the atmosphere, as well aa 
to the clouds that covered the canopy above that lone and 
wandering ship. 

As for Mark, he took his station between the knight- 
heads, where he remained most of the watch, nearly strain- 
ing the eyes out "of his head, in the effort to penetrate the 
gloom, and listening acutely to ascertain if he might not 
catch some warning roar of the breakers, that he felt so 
intimately persuaded must he getting nearer and nearer at 
each instant. As midnight approached, came the thought 
of Hillson's taking his place, drowsy and thick-headed aa 
he knew he must be at that hour. At length Mark actu- 
ally fancied he heard the dreaded sounds; the warning, 
however, was not ahead, but well on his starboard beam. 
This he thought an ample justification for departing from 
his instructions, and he instantly issued an order to put 
the helm hard a-starboard, so as to bring the vessel up to 
the wind, on the contrary tack, Unfortunately, as the 
result proved, it now became his imperative duty to report 
to Captain Crulchely what he had done. For a minute 
or two the young man thought of keeping silence, to stand 
on his present course, to omit calling the second-mate, and 
to say nothing about what he had done, keeping the deck 
himself until light should return. But reflection induced 
him to shrink from the execution of this plan, which would 
have involved him in a serious misunderstanding with both 
his brother officers, who could not fail to hear all that had 
oc urred in the night, and who must certainly know, each 
ID Lis respective sphere, that they themselves had been 
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slighted With a slow step, therefore, and a heavy heart, 
Mark went into the cabin to make his report, and to give 
the second-mate the customary call. 

It was not an easy matter to awaken either of those, 
who slept under the influence of potations as deep as the 
night-caps taken by Captain Crutchely and Mr. Hillsoii, 
The latter, in particular, was like a man in a state of le- 
thargy, and Mark had half a mind to leave him, and make 
his condition an excuse for not having persisted in the 
call. But he succeeded in arousing the captain, who soon 
found the means to bring the second-mate to a state of 



" Well, sir," cried the captain, as soon as fairly awake 
himself, "what now?" 

" I think I heard brftakers abeam, sir, and I have hauled 
up to the southward." 

A grunt succeeded, which Mark scarce knew how to 
interpret; It might mean dissatisfaction, or it might mean 
eurprise. As the captain, however, was thoroughJy awake, 
and was making his preparations to come out on deck, he 
thought that he had done all that duty required, and he 
returned to his -own post. The alVer-part of the ship was 
now the best situation for watching, and Mark went lip on 
the poop, in order to see and hear the better. No lower 
sail beiiig in .the way, he could look ahead almost as well 
from that position a^ if he were forward ; and -as for hear- 
ing, it was much the best plaoe of the two, in consequence 
of there being no wash of the sea dire6tly beneath him, as 
was the case when stationed between the knight-heads. 
To this post he soon summoned Bob Betts, who belonged 
to his watch and with whom he had ever kept up as great 
an intimacy as the difference m their stations would allow. 

" Bob, your ears are almost as good as your eyes," said 
Mark; " ha^e jou heard nothing of breakers?" 

" I have, Mr Woolston and now own I did see some- 
thing that may ha^e been white water, this arternoon, while 
aloft ; but the captain and second mate seemed so awarse 
to believing in aich a thing out here in the open Pacific; 
that I got to be iwarse, too 

" It was a great fault in a look out not to let what h^ 
had snsn be known,"' said Mark, gravely. 
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"1 own it, sir; ] 


[ own how 


wrong I was, and have beat 


sorry for it ever sin 


ce. But i 


t 's going right in the wind'* 


eye, Mr, Woolston, 


to go ag'ii 


1 captain and dickey !" 


"But, you nowl 


;hink you 


have heard breakers — where 


ajvay?" 






" Astarn first ; then ahead. 


; and, just as you called me 


up 6n the poop, sir 


, I fancied 


they sounded olfbere,on the 


weather bow."" 






"Are you aerbu 


s, Bob?" 




"As I ever was 


in my life, 


Mr. MarK. This oversight 


of the afternoon hi 


IS made mi 


i somewhat conscientious, if 


I can be conscienti 


ous, and my aight and hearing aie now 


both wide awake. 


It's my 01 


linion, sir, that the ship is in 


the midst of break. 


ers at this 


instant, and that we may ge 



on 'em aX any moment!" 

"The devil it is!" exclaimed Captain Crutcheiy, who 
now appeared on she poop, and who caught the last part 
of Bob Betta's speech. " Well, for my part, I hear nothing 
out of the way, and I will swear the keenest-sighted man 
on earth can see nothing." 

These words were scarcely out of the captain's mouth, 
and had been backed by a senaeleas, mocking. laugh from 
Hillaon, who was still muzzy, and quite as much asleep as 
awake, when the deep and near roar of breakers was most 
unequivocally heard. It came from to windward, too, and 
abeam ! This was proof that the ship was-actually among 
the breakers when Mark hauled up, and that she was now 
passing a danger to leeward, that she must have previously 
gone by, in running down on her course. The captain, 
without waiting to consult with Ris cool and clear-headed 
young mate, now shouted for all hands to be called, and 
to " stand by to ware ship." These orders came out so 
f^st, and in so peremptory a manner, that remonstrance 
waa out of the queation, and Mark set himself at work to 
obey (hem, in good earnest. \He Would have tacked in 
preference to warirtg, and it would have been 'much wiser 
to do so ; but it was clearly expedient to. get the ahip oq 
the other tack, and he lent all his prosent exertions to the 
attainment of that object. Waring is much easier done 
than tacking, certainly; when it does- not blow too fresh, 
and there is not a dangerous sea on, no nautical n 
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can be more readily effected, though room is absolutely 
necessary to its success. This room was now wanting. 
Just as the ship had got dead before the win^, and was 
flying away to leeward, short as was the sail she was under, 
Uie atmosphere seemed to be suddeniv filled with a strange 
light, the sea became white all aronnd them, and a roar 
of tumbling waters arose, that resembled the sound of a 
small cataract The ship was evidently in the midst of 
breakers, and the next moment she struck ! 

The intense darkness of the night added to the horrors 
of that awful moment. Nevertheless, the effect was to 
arouse all that there was of manliness and seamanship in 
Captain Crutchely, who from that instant appeared to be 
himself again. His orders were issued coolly, clearly and 
promptly, and they were obeyed as experienced mariners 
will work at an instant like that. The sails were all clewed 
up, and the heaviest of them were furled. Hiiison was 
ordered to clear away an anchor, while Mark was attend- 
ing to the canvas. In the mean time, the captain watched 
the movements of the ship. He had dropped a lead along- 
side, and by that he ascertained that they were still beating 
ahead. The thumps were not very hard, and the white 
water was soon left astern, none having washed on deck. 
All this was so much proof that the place on which they 
had struck must have had nearly water enough to float the 
vessel, a fact that the lead itself corroborated. Fifteen 
feet aft' was all the Raneocus wanted, in her actual trim, 
and the lead ^showed a good three fathoms, at times. It 
was when the ship settled in the troughs of the sea that she 
felt the bottom. Satisfied that his vessel was likely to beat 
over the present difficulty. Captain Crutcheiy now gave 
all his attention to getting her anchored as near the reef 
and to leeward of it, as possible. The instant she went 
clear, a result he now expected every moment, he was de- 
termined to drop one of his bower anchors, and wait for 
daylight, before he took any further steps to extricate him- 
ielf from the danger by which he was surrounded. 

On the forecastle, the work went on badly, and thither 
Captain Crutchely proceeded. The second-mate scarce 
knew what he was about, and the captain took charge of 
the duty himself. At the same time he issued an order to 
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Mark to get up tackles, and to clear away the launch, pre- 
paratory to getting that boat irrto the water. Hillson had 
bent the cable wrong, and much of the work had to be 
done over again. As soon as men get excited, as \s apt 
to be the case when they find serious blunders made at 
critical moments, they are not always discreet. The pre- 
cise marmer in which Captain Cmtchely met with the 
melancholy fate that befel him, was never known. It is 
certain that he jumped down on the anchor-stock, the 
anchor being a cock-bill, and that he ordered Mr. Hilison 
off of it. While thus employed, and at an instant when 
the cable was pronounced bent, and the men were in the 
act of getting inboard, the ship made a heavy roll, breakers 
again appeared ^11 around her, the white foam rising nearly 
to the level of her rails. The captain was seen no more. 
There is little doubt that he was washed from the anchor 
Block, and carried away to leeward, in the midst of the 
darkness of that midnight hour. 

Mark was soon apprised of the change that liad occurred, 
and of the heavy responsibility that now rested on his young 
shoulders. A feeling of horror and of regret came ovei 
him, at first; but understanding the necessity of self-com- 
mand, he aroused himself, at once, to his duty, and gave 
his orders coolly and with judgment. The first step was 
to endeavour to save the captain. The jolly-boat was low- 
ered, and six men got in it, and passed ahead of the ship, 
with this benevolent design. Mark stood on the bowsprit, 
and saw them shoot past the bows of the vessel, and then, 
almost immediately, become lost to view in the gloomy dark- 
ness of the terrible scene. The meo never re-appeared, a 
common and an unknown fate thus sweeping away Captain 
Crutchely and six of his best men, and ail, as it might be, 
in a single instant of time! 

Notwithstanding these sudden and alarming losses, the 
work went on. HiHson seemed suddenly to become con- 
scious of the necessity of exertion, and by giving his utmost 
attention to hoisting out the launch, that boat was got 
safely into the water. By this lime the ship had beaten 
so far over the reef, as scarcely to touch at all, and Mark 
had everything ready for letting go his anchors, the instant 
he haii reason to believe she was in water deep enough to 
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float her, Thethumps grew lighter and lighter, and the 
lead-line showed a considerable drift; eo much so, indeed, 
as to require its being hauled in and cast anew every inn 
nute. Under all the circumstances, Mark expected eaoli 
instant, to find himself in four fathoms' water, and ne in- 
tended to let go the anchor the moment he was assured o) 
that fact. In the mean time, he ordered the carpenter to 
sound the pumps. This was done, and the ship was re 
ported with only the customary quantity of water in tht 
well. As yet her bottom was not iojured, materially a( 

While Mark stood with the lead-line in hia hand, anx 
iously watching the drifl of the vessel and the depth ol 
waler, Hillson was employed in placing provisions in tha 
launch. There was a small amount of specie in the cabin, 
and this, too, was transferred to the launch; everything 
of that sort being done without Mark's knowledge, and by 
the second-mate's orders. The former was on the forecastle, 
waiting the proper moment to anchor ; while all of the 
after-part of the ship was at the mercy of the second-mate, 
and a gang of the people, whom that officer had gathered 
around him. 

At length Mark found, to his great delight, that there 
were four good fathoms of waler under the ship's bows, 
though she still hung abafl. He ascertained this fact by 
means of Bob Betts, which true-hearted tar stood by h m 
with a lantern, by swinging which low enough, the marks 
were seen on the lead-line. Foot by foot the si p now 
purged aheiid, the seas being so much reduced in s ze and 
power, by the manner in which they had been br ken to 
windward, as not to lift the vessel more than an inch or two 
at a time. Afler waiting patiently a quarter of an hour, 
Mark believed that the proper time had come, and he gave 
the order to ' let run.' The seaman stationed at the stopper 
obeyed, and down went the anchor. It happened, oppor- 
tunely enough, that the anchor was thus dropped, just as 
the keel cleared the bottom, and the cable being secured 
at a short range, after forging ahead far enough to tjghtr a 
the latter, the vessel tended. In swinging to her anchor, 
a roller came down upon her, however ; one that had crossed 
the reef without breaking, and broke on hoard her. Mark 
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afterwards believed that tile rush and weight of this sea 
which did no serious harm, frightened the men itiio the 
launch where Hillson was already in person, and that the 
boat either struck adrift under the power of the roller or 
that the lainter was imirudentlr cast off in the confns'inn 
of the moment. He had got in aa far aa tlie mindlasa him- 
self, when the sea came aboard ; and, as soon aa he reco- 
vered his sight after the ducking he received, he caught a 
dim view of the launch, driving off lo leeward, on the top 
of a wave. Hailing was useless, and he stood gazing at 
the helpless boat until it became lost, like everything else 
that was a hundred yards from the ship, in vlie gloom of 
night. Even then Mark was by no means conscious of 
the extent of the calamity that had befallen him. It was 
only when he 'had visited cabin, steerage and forecastle, 
and called the crew over by name,, that he reached the 
grave fact that there was no one left on board the Ranco- 
cua but Bob Betts and himselfl 

As Mark did not know what land was to be found to 
leeward, he naturally enough hoped and expected that the 
people in both boats might reach the shore, and be reco- 
vered in the morning; but he had little expectation of ever 
seeing Captain Crutchely again. The circumstances, 
however, afforded him little time to reflect on these things, 
and he gave his whole attention, for the moment, to the 
preservation of the ship. Fortunately, the anchor held, 
and, as the wind, which had never blown very heavily, 
sensibly began to lessen, Mark was sanguine in the belief 
It would continue to hold Captain Crutcheiy had taken 
the precaution to ha\e the cable bitted at a short range 
with a view to keep tt, a* much a-- possible, off the bottom ; 
coral being known to cut the hempen cables that were alto- 
gether in use, in that day, almon as readily as axes. In 
eonseqiience of this bit of foresight, the Rancocus lay at a 
distance of less th'in forty fithoms irom her anchor, which 
Mark knew had been dropped in four fathoms' water. He 
now sounded abreast of the mim mast, and ascertained 
that the ship itself was m mne fathom'; This was cheer- 
ing intelligence, and when Bob Betts heard it, he gave Jl 
as his opinion that all might yet go uell with them, could 
ihey only recover the si-v men who hid gone to leeward in 
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.he jolly i nt The Idunch hd] idrric I oli i np f tlieir 
crew which previously to this iiglit hid eDiisis(t,d if 
nineteen ail told This eugsestion relieved Marks mmd 
of a load of care and he lent himaelf to the measures ne- 
cessary to the continued sjfety of the veasel with renewed 
aiiiniation aMd vigour 

The pump well was once more sounded and fomd to 
he nea Ij empt; Owing t) the naturu of the bottom on 
which the J had struck the lightness of the thumps or the 
strength of the ship herself it was clear tint the vessel 
had thus far esc-iped without any material injury For 
this advintige Mdrk was deeply grateful and cjuld he 
only recoier four nr fiie of the people and hnd his w^y 
out int) open water he might hope to live again to see 
Americt ind to be re united to his youthful and charming 

The weather continued to grow more and more mode 
rate and some tiiie befjre the daj ret irned the clouds 
broke away the drizzle ceiaed and a permanent change 
svas to be expected Mark, now found new ground Iw- 
^pprehensions even in these favourable circu nslances 
He supposed that the ship must feel the influence of the 
tides so near the Jiiid dud was afraid she might till the 
other wi) and thus be brought again oier the reel Ir 
order to obiiate this difficu!l] he and Bob set to work to 
get another cable bent and an )ther inch r clear for letting 
go. As all our readers may not be fimilnr with ships it 
may be well to say that vessels as soon as the) quit a coist 
on a long v lyage unbend their cables and send them all 
below out of the wiy while at the same time they stow 
their anchor-* as it is called that is to sty get them from 
under the catheads from which they are usually sus- 
pended when ready to let go and «here they are necessa 
rily altogether on the outside of the vessel to posituns 
more inboard where they are safer from the force of the 
waves, and better secured. As all the anchors ot the Ran- 
C05US had been thus stowed, until Captain Ccutchely got 
the one that was down, off the gunwale, and all the cables 
below, Mark and Bob had labour enough before them to 
occupy several hours, in the job thus undertaken. 
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e purple mullat and gn!d fish rose, 
B sea-fiowot spreads its leaves of bliiS, 
er are wet with falling dew, 
ghl and changeful beauty shine, 
I in the grcan and grassy brine." 

PaBCITil. 



Our young mate, and his sole assistant, Bob Betts, liad 
aet about their work on the stream-cable and anchor, the 
lightest and most manageable of all the ground-tack 1 9 in 
ihe vessel. Both were strong and active, and both were 
expert in the use of blocks, purchases, and handspikes ; 
but the day was seen lighting the eastern sky, and the an- 
chor was barely off the gunwale, and ready to be stoppered 
In the meanwhile the ship still tended in the right direc- 
lion, the wind had moderated to a mere royal-breeze, and 
ihe sea had so far gone down as nearly to leave the vessel 
without motion. As soon as perfectly convinced of the 
existence of this favourable state of things, and of its being 
likely to last, Mark ceased to work, in order to wait for 
day, telling Bob to discontinue his exertions also. It was 
fully time, for both of those vigorous and strong-handed 
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lance between tliem was so siiiall, that there w 
oulty in conversing, which they continued lo i 
naturnl enough to men in their situation. 

The first look that each of our marir 
he waa ID his top, was to leeward, which being to the 
westward, was of course yet in the darkest point of the 
horizon. They expected to obtain a sight of at least one 
islsnd, and that quite near lo them, if not of a group. But 
no land appeared ! It is true, that it was still too dark to 
be certain of a fact of this sort, though Mark felt quite 
assured that if land was finally seen, it must be of no great 
extent, and quite low. He called to Bob, to ascertain what 
leeward, his reputation as a 



he thought of appear 
look-out being so gre 
" Wait a few minii 
answered his companion, 
about a league off here o 
as if something would 
be seen plain enoug IV 
There 's a precious 1 
another, as makes it 



iir, till we get a bit r 
" There is a iook on 
the larboard quarter, that si 






^'ell a 
This was true 



uffi 



hour in the morning 
they are touched wit 
when everything appe 
Tated from the hands 



eeye 



, than 



but this very c 

their positions, in 

certain thai wherever k m 

shoals beneath ; whe g 

ordinary sea might be mistaken for ihe white water of 

some hidden danger. Many of the rocks, however, lay so 

low, that the heavy, sluggish rollers that came undulating 

along, scarce did more tlian show faint, feathery lines of 

white, to indicate the character of the places across which 

(hey were passing. Such was now the case with the reef 
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over which Ihe ship had beat 

hardly have been asoertaine 

the distance of half a mile. Others again were of a very 

different character, the water still tumbling about them like 

so many little cataracts. This variety was owing to the 

greater depth at which some of the rocks lay than others. 

As to the number of the reefs, and the difficulty in get- 
ting through them. Bob was right enough. It often hap- 



Ill, 



that thert 
if the Pacific, particularly U 

place w R 



thos 



thee 
breakers. Th 
tinuous lines, 
another, as Bo 
reach their ou 
pletely involve 
going to piece 
of wonder ; th 
gers are thus 
man would be 
and with a full 
had been the s 
escaped ; thou 
to be got out 
how she had g 
mark on this p 



D 
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"It is a most serious position for a vessel to be in. Bob," 
answered Mark, sighing — " nor do I see how we are ever 
lo get clear of it, even should we get back men enough to 
handle the ship." 

"I'm quite of your mind, sir," answered Bob, taking 
out hia tobacco-box, and helping himself to a quid. " Nor 
would I be at all surprised should there turn out to be a 
bit of land to leovard, if you and I was to Robinson Crusoe 
it for the rest of ou. ■lays. My good mother was alwavs 
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most awarse to ray following the seas on account of that 
very danger ; most especially from a fear of the savages 
from the islands round about." 

" We will look for our boats," Mark gravely replied, the 
image of Bridget, just at that instant, appearing before his 
mind with a painful distinctness. 

Both now turned their eyes again to leeward, the first 
direct rays of the sun beginning to illumine the surface of 
the ocean in that quarter. Something like a misty cloud 
had been setried on the water, rather less than a league 
from the ship, in the western board, and had hitherto pre- 
vented a close examination in that part of the horizon. 
The power of the sun, however, almost instantly dispersed 
it, and then, for the first time, Bob fancied he did discover 
something like land. Mark, however, could not make il 
out, until he had gone up into the cross-trees, when he, 
too, got a giimpse of what, under nl! the circumstances, 
he did not doubt was either a portion of the reef that rose 
above the water, or was wbat rniglit he termed a low, 
straggling island. Its distance from the ship, they esti- 
mated at rather more than two leagues. 

Both Mark and Bob remained alotl; near an hour longer, 
or until they had got the best possible view of which their 
position would allow, of everything around the ship. 'Bob 
went down, and look a glass up lo his officer, Mark sweep- 
ing the whole horizon with il, in the anxious wish to make 
out something cheering in connection with the boats. The 
drift of these unfortunate craft must have been towards we 
land, and that he examined with the utmost care. AiJed 
by the glass, and his elevation h le ble vlua of 

the spot, which certainly prom ed as I le the way of 
supplies aa any other bit of nak d eel he 1 ad ev«i seen. 
The distance, however, was so g e j e ent ..is ob- 

taining any certain informatiot h p n Ont, thing, 

however, he did ascertain, as 1 e fe ed w h onsiuerable 
accuracy. After passing the ^la I ng be hole of that 
naked rock, he could see notbmg on it in motion. Of 
birds there were a good many, more indeed than fiom the 
extent of the visible reef he might have expected ; but no 
signs of man could be discovered. As the ocean, in all 
directions, was swept by the glass, and this single fragment 
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of a reef, which was less than a mile in length, waa the 
only thing that even resembled Iftnd, the melancholy con- 
viction began to force itself on Mark and Bob, that ail 
their shipmates had perished ! They might have perished 
in one of severai ways; as the naked reef did not lie pre- 
cisely to leeward of the ship, the boats may have driven 
by it, in the deep darkness of the past night, and gone far 
away out of sight of the spot where they had left the vessel, 
loGg ere the return of day. There was just the possibility 
that the spars of the ship might be seen by the wanderers, 
if they were still living, and the faint hope of their regain- 
ing the vessel, in the course of the day, by means of their 
oars. It was, however, more probable that the boats had 
capsized in some of the numerous fragments of breakers, 
that were visible even in the present calm condition of the 
ocean, and that all in them had been drowned. The best 
swimmer must have hopelessly perished, in such a situa- 
tion, and in such a night, unless carried by a providential 
interference to the naked rock to leeward. That no one 
wasliving on that reef, the j'ass pretty plainly proved, 

Mark and Bob Betts descended to the deck, after pass- 
ing a long time aloft making their observations. Both 
were pretty well assured that their situation was almost 
desperate, though each was too resolute, and too thoroughly 
imbued with the spirit of a seaman, to give up while there 
was the smallest shadow of hope A^t it was now getting 
past the usual breakfast hour some cold meat was got out, 
and, for the first time smce Mark had been transferred to 
the cabin, they sat down on the wmdla^i ano ate the meal 
together. A little, however satisfied n en m their situa- 
tion; Bob Betts fairly ownmg thit ie had no appetite, 
though so notorious at the ships beef and a biscuit, as to 
be often the subject of hi-? me^^m ites jokes That morn- 
ing even he cou!d eat but little thouffh both felt it to be a 
duty they owed to themselves ti take enough to sustain 
nature, it was while these two forlorn and de=ohte mari- 
ners sat there on the wmdlass picl mg as u might be, 
morsel by morsel, that they first entered into a fu!l and 
frank communication with eich other touching the reali- 
ties of their present sitiatmn After a good deal had 
passed between them, Mark "uddenlj isked — 
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■' Do you think it possible, Bob, for us two to take care 
»f the ship, should we even manage to get her into deep 
water again V 

"Well, that is not so soon answered, Mr. Woolston," 
returned Bob. " We 're both on ua stout, and healthy, and 
of good courage, Mr.- Mark ; but 'twould be a desperate 
long way for two hands to carry a weasel of four hundred 
tons, to take the old 'Cocus from this here anchorage, aK 
the way to the coast of America; a,. . short of the coast 
there's no ra'al hope for us: Hous— -^, , sir, cAuf is a sub- 
ject that need give us no consarn." 

" I do not see that, Bob ; we shall have to do it, unless 
we fall in with something at sea, could we only once get 
the veaseJ out from among these reefs." 

" Ay, ay, sir — could wo get her out from among these 
reefs, indeed! There's the rub, Mr. Woolston; but I 
fear 'twill never be 'rub and go.'" 

"You think, then, we are too fairly in for it, ever to get 
the ship clear V 

" Such is just my notion, Mr. Woolston, on that -subject, 
and I've no wish to keep it a secret. In my judgment, 
was poor Captain Crutchdy alive and back at his post, and 
all hands just as they was this time twenty-four hours since, 
and the ship where she is now, that }tcre she would have 
to stay. Nothing short of kedging can ever take the wes- 
sel clear of the reefs to windward on us, and man-of-war 
kedging could hardly do it, then." 

" I am sorry to hear, you say this," answered Mark, 
gloomily, "though I feared as much myself." 

" Men is men, sir, and you can get no more out on 'era 
than is in. 'em. I looked well at these reefs, sir, when 
aloft, and they're what I call as hopeless affairs as erer I 
laid eyes on. If they lay in any sort of way, a body might 
have some little chance of getting through 'em, but they 
don't lay, no how. 'T.would be 'luff' and 'keep her 
away' every half "mitiute or so, should we attempt to beat 
up among 'em ; and who is there aboard here to brace up, 
and haul aft, and ease off, and to swing yards sich as 

" I was not altogether without the hope. Bob, of getting 
the ship into clear water : though I have thought it would 
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be done wllh difficutty. I am still of opinion we had beitej 
try it, for the alternative is a very serious matter." 

" I don't exactly understand what you mean by attorney- 
fives, Mr. Mark; though it's iitlle harm, or little good 
that any atlorney can do the old 'Cocus, now! Bui, as 
for getting this craft through them reefs, to windward, and 
r of nnn Did you 
t 1 } p 



h p f 



g d f I — 
''where arew hd nulhdidn 

which to dwell after the mode of Robinson Crusoe?" 

"There's a bit of a reef to- leeward, where I dare say a 
man might pick up a living, arter a fashion," answered 
Bob, coolly ; " then, here is the ship," 

"And how long.would a hempen cable hild the sh p in 
a place like this, where every time the vessel lifts to a lea 
the clench is chafing on a rock ? No, no, Boin—the ship 
cannot long remain where she is, depend on tluit We 
must try and pass down to leeward, if we ciniiot beat the 
ship through the dangers to windward." 

" Harkee, Mr. Mark; I thought this mattei over in my 
mind, while we was aloft, and this is my idee as to what 
is best to be done, for a start. There's the dingui on the 
poop, in as good order as ever a boat was. She will easily 
carry two on us, and, on a pinch, she might carry half a 
dozen. Now, my notion is to gel the djngui into the 
water, to put a breaker and some grub in her. and to pull, 
down to that bit of a reef, and have a survey of it. I '11 
take the sculls going down, and you can keer> .'lenvirit '1'^ 
lea.d, by way of finding out if there be su-.h :<. idm;; as a 
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channei in that direction. If the ship is ever to be moved 
by us two, it must be by goiug to leeward, and not by at- 
tempting to turn up ag'in wind and tide among them 'ere 
rocks, out here to the eastward. No, sir ; let us tnke ihe 
diiigui, and surwey the reef, and look for our shipmates; 
a'ter which we can best tell what to undertake, with some 
little hope of succeeding. The weather seems settled, and 
the sooner we are off the better." 

This proposal struck Mark's young mind as plausible, 
as well as discreet. To recover even a single man would 
be a great advantage, and he had lingering hopes that some 
of ihe people might yet be found on the reef Then Bob's 
idea about getting ihe ship through the shoal water, by 
passing to leeward, in preference to making the attempt 
against the wind, was a sound one; and, on a little reflec- 
tion, he was wel! enough disposed to acquiesce in it. Ac- 
cordingly, when fhey quilted the windlass, they both set 
about putting this project iu execution. 

The dingui was no great matter of a boat, and they had 
not much difficulty in getting 't '"t" the water. First by 
slinging, it was swayed high enough to clear the rail, when 
Bob bore it over the aide, and Mark lowered away. It 
was found to be tight. Captain Crutchely having kept it 
half full of water ever since they got into the Pacific, and 
in other respects it was in good order. It was even pro- 
vided with a little sail, which did very wel! before the 
wind. While Bob saw to provisioning the boat, and filling 
Its breakers with fresh water, Mark attended to another 
o be of the last import- 
'eral guns, an armament 
prepared to repel the savages of ihe aandal-wood islands, 
and these' guns were all mounted and in their places. 
There were two old-fashioned sixes, and eight twelve-pound 
carronades. The first made smart reports when properly 
ioaded. Our young mate now got the keys of the maga- 
zine, opened it, and brought forth three cartridges, with 
which he loaded three of the guns. These guns he fired, 
with short intervals between them, in hopes that the reports 
would be carried to the ears of some of the missing peupie, 
and encourage them to make every effort to return. The 
roar of nrtillery sounded strangely enough in the midst of 
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Shat vast solitude; and Bob Betts, who had often been in 
action, declared that be was much affected by it. Aa bo 
immediate result was expected from the liriug of these 
guns, Mark had no sooner discharged them, than he joined 
Belts, who by this time had everything ready, and prepared 
to quit the ship. Before he did this, however, he made an 
anxious and careful survey of the weather it being a]l-im- 
portant to be certain no change in this respect was likely 
to occur in his absence. All the omens were favourable, 
and Bob reporting for the third time that everything was 
ready, the young mgn went over the aide, and descended, 
with a reluctance he could not conceal, info the boat. 
Certainly, it was no trifling matter for men in the situation 
of our two mariners, to leave their vessel al! alone, to be 
absent for a large portion of the day. It was to be done, 
however ; though it was done reluctantly, and not without 
many misgivings, in spite of the favourable signs in the 
atmosphere. 

When Mark had taken his seal in the dingui. Bob let g*, 
his hold of the ship, and set, the sail. The breeze was 
light, and fair to go, though it was by no means so certain 
how it would ^rve them on the return. Previously to 
quitting the ship, Mark had taken a good look at the 
breakers to leeward, in order to have some general notion 
of the course best to sfeer, and lie commenced his little 
voyage, but entirely without a plan for his own govern- 
ment. The breakers were quite as numerous to leeward 
as to windward, but the fact of there being so many of 
them made smooth water between tliem. A boat, or a ship 
that was once fairly a league or so within the broke I nes 
of rocks, was like a vessel embayed, the rollers o) 1 e pen 
ocean expending their force on the outer reefs, and com cr 
in much reduced in size and power. Still the unea ? 
ocea'n, even in its state of rest, is formidable at tl e po n s. 
where its waters meet with rocks, or sands, and the b eak 
ers that did exist, even as much embayed as was tl e d gu 
were serious matters for so small a boat to.encou te It 
was necessary, consequently, to steer clear of tl em ]e 
they should capsize, or fill, this, the only craft of the so 
that now belonged to the vessel, the loss of which would 
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The diiigui slided away from the ship with a very easy 
movement. There was just about as much wiud as so 
small a craft needed, and Bob soon began to sound, Mark 
preferring to steer. It was, however, by no means easy to 
soimil in so low a boat, while in such swii) motion ; and 
Bob was compelled to give it up. As they should be 
obliged to return witli the oars, Mark observed that then 
he would feel hia way back to the ship. Nevertheless, the 
few casts of the lead that did succeed, satisfied our mari- 
ners that there was much more than water enough for the 
Raiicocus, between the reefs. On them, doubtless it would 
turn out to be different. 

Mark met with more difficulty than he had anticipated 
in keeping the dingui out of the breakers. So very smooth 
was the sort of bay he was in — a bay by means of the reefs 
to windward, though no rock in that direction rose above 
the surface of the sea — so very smooth, then, was the sort 
of bay he was in, that the water did not break, in many 
places, except at long intervals ; and then only when a 
roller heavier than common found its way in from the 
outer ocean. As a conseqjieoce, the breakers that did 
suddenly show themselves from a cause like this, were the 
ind the little dingui would have fared badly 
a reef, at the precise moment when 
r in foam. This accident was very 



wd venturers. 

It is very easy to imagine the intense interest with which 
our two mariners drew near to the visible reef. Their 
observations from the cross-trees of the ship, had told them 
this was all the land anywhere very near them, and if they 
did not find their lost shipmates here, they ought not to 
expect to find them at all. Then this reef, or island, was 
of vast importance in other pojnls of view. It might be- 
come their future home ; perhaps for years, possibly for 
life. The appearances of the sunken reefs, over and among 
which he had just passed, had greatly shaken Mark's hope 
of ever getting the ship from among ihem, and he even 
doubted the possibility of bringing her down, before the 
wind, to thi5 place where he was then going. All these 



iLvGoOglf 



60 tiiecrater; 



fully o 

crease ihe intensify of t!ie interest with which he notefl 
every appearance on, or about, the reef, or island, thst he 
was now approaching. Bob had less feeling on the sub- 
ject; He had leas imagination, and foresaw consequences 
and effects less vindly than his officer, and was more ac- 
customed to the vicissitudes of a seaman's life. Then he 
had left no virgin bride at home, to lo<)]t for his return ; 
and had moreover made up his mind that it was tlte will 
of Providence that he and Mark were to ' Robinson Crusoe 
it' awhile on ' that bit of a reef Whether they should 
ever be rescued from so desolate a place, wa^ a point on 
which he had not yet begun to ponder. 

The appearances were anything but encouraging, as the 
dingui drew nearer and nearer to the naked part of the reef. 
The opinions formed of this place, by the examination made 
from the cross-trees, turned out io be tolerably accurate, 
in lieveral particulars. It was just about a mile in length, 
while its breadth varied from* half a mile to less than an 
eighth of a mile. On its sheaves, the rock along most of 
the reef rose but a very few feet above (he Hutface of the 
water, though at its eastern, or the weather extremity, it 
might have been of more than twice the usual height; its 
length lay nearly east and west. In the centre of this 
island, however, there was a singular formation of the rock, 
which appeared to rise to an elevation of something like 
sixty or eighty feet, making a sort of a regular circular 
mound of tliat height, which occupied no small part of the 
widest portion of the island. Nothing like tree, shrub, or 
grasSj was visible, as the boat drew near enough to render 
such things apparent. Of aquatic birds there were a good 
many though even they did not appear m the numbers 
that are sometimes seen in the vicinity of unmhabited 
i-^hnds About certain large naked roci.'! at ni ^reat di-^ 
taoce however from the principal reef, they were hovering 
m thousands 

At length the little dingui glided in quite neir to the 
island Mark wis at first surprised to hiid so little surf 
beating against even its w either ude but thi^ wis ac 
'ounted tor bv the greit number ol the reeis that lay *bt 
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miles without it; and, particularly, by the fact that one 
line of rock stretched directly across this weather end, 
distant from it only two cables' lengths, forming a pretty 
little sheet of perfectly smooth water between it and the 
island. Of course, to do this, ihe line of reef just men- 
tioned must come very near the surface; as in fact was the 
case, the rock rising so high as to be two or three feet out 
of water on the ebb, ihough usually submerged on the flood. 
The boat was obliged to pass round one end of this last- 
named reef, where there was deep water, and then to haul 
its wind a little in order to reach the shore. 

It would be difficult to describe the sensations with 
which Mark first landed. In approaching the place, both 
lie and Bob had straineij their eyes in the hope of seeing 
some proof that their shipmates had been there; but no 
discovery rewarded their search. Nothing was seen, on 
or about Ihe island, to furnish the smallest evidence that 
either of the boats had touched it. Mark found that he 
was treading on naked rook when he had landed, though 
the surface was tolerably smooth. The rock itself was of 
a sort to which he was unaccustomed ; and he began to sus- 
pect, what in truih turned out oo further investigalion to 
be the fact, that instead of being on a reef of coral, he was 
on one of purely volcanic origin. The utter nakedness of 
the rock both surprised and grieved him. On the reeft, in 
every direction, considerable quantities of sea-weed had 
lodged, temporarily at least; but none of it appeared to 
have found its way to this particular place. Nakedness 
and dreariness were the two words which best described 
the island ; the only interruption to its solitude and deso- 
lation being occasioned by the birds, which now came 
screaming and flying above the heads of the intruders, 
showing both by their boldness and their cries, that they 
were totally unacquainted with men. 

The mound, in the centre of the reef, was an object too 
conspicuous to escape attention, and our adventurers ap- 
proached it at once, with the expectation of getting a better 
look-out from its summit, than 'that they had on the lower 
level of the surface of the ordinary reef Thither then 
they proceeded, accompanied by a large flight of the birda. 
Neither Mark nor Bob, however, had neglected to turn 
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itself. This inclin^ition Mark fancied wiis owing to the 
circumstance that the water of the ocean had formerly en- 
tered at the hole, in uncommonly high tides and tempests, 
and washedrthe ashes which had once formed the bottom 
of the crater, towards the remote parts of the plain. These 
ashes had been converted by time into a soft, or friable 
rock, composing a stone that is called tufa. If there had 
ever been a cone in the crater, as was probably the case, 
it had totally disappeared tinder the action of time and the 
Hear of the seasons. Rock, hpwever; the bed of the crater 
could scarcely be yet considered, though it had a crust 
which bore the weight of a man very readily, in nearly 
every pari of it. Once or twice Mark broke through, as 
one would fall through rotten ice when he found his shoes 
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led the place, and that, to use the language of sail- 
ors, " they gave it a wide berth," in consequence. What- 
ever may have been the cause, such was the fact; few even 
flying over it, though they were to be seen in hundreds, in 
the air all round it. 
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Having completed this firal 
Mark and Bob next picked the 
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Here they enjoyed as good a lo 
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which the Rancocus had been 
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of volcanic origin — submarine 
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jie had just taken his stand, and 
venerable lava, by which it wa 
that this lara rose very near th 
fifty places that he could see at 
the numberless breakers that ch 
with the exception of Mark's R 
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saw, and recalliug the particular 
from the cross-trees of the ship, h 
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while, in a north and soutl-, the distance seemed to Ue a 
'ittle, and a very little less. There was necessarily a good 
deal of conjecture in this estimate of the extent of the vol- 
canic mountain which composed these extensive shoals.; 
bnt, from what he saw, from the distance the ship was 
known to have run amid the dangers before she brought 
up, her present anchorage, the position of the island, and 
all the other materials before him to make his calculation 
on, Mark believed himself rather to have lessened than to 
have exaggerated the estent of these shoala. Had the 
throes of the earth, which produced thia submerged rock, 
been a litde more powerful, a beautiful and fertile island, 
of very respectable dimensions, would probably have been 
formed in its place. 

From the time of reaching the reef, which is now to 
bear his name in all future time, our young seaman had 
begun to admit the bitter possibility of being compelled to 
pass the remainder of his days on it. How long he and 
his companion could find the means of subsistence in a 
place so barren, was merely matter of conjecture ; but so 
long as Providence should furnish these means, was it 
highly probable that solitary and I ittle- favoured spot was 
to be their home. It is unnecessary to state with what 
bitter regrets the young bridegroom admitted this painful 
idea ; hut Mark was too manly and resolute to abandon 
himself to despair, even at such a moment. He kept hia 
sorrows pent up in the repository of his own bosom, and 
endeavoured to iniitiite the calm exterior of his companion. 
As for Bob, he was a good deal of a philosopher by nature : 
and, having made up his mind that they were doomed t« 
' Robinson Crusoe it,' for a few years at least, he was al 
ready turning over in his thoughts the means of doing so tc 
the best advantage. Under such circumstances, and witl. 
such feelings, it is not at all surprising that their presen> 
situation and their fntore prospects soon became the sub- 
ject of discourse, between these two solitary seamen. 

" We are fairly in for it, Mr. Mark," said Bob, >' and 
ditfer from Robinson only in the fact that there are two of 
us; whereas he was obliged to set up for himself, and bj 
himself, until he fell in with Friday I" 

" 1 wish I co'ild say that was the only difference in oar 
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conditions Bett-i but it is lery fir ti jtn 1 eing so. In the 
first plaie he hai an island while we have little more thjin 
a reef he had >:ol1 while we hate naked rnck ; he liad 
fresh water, and we hate none he had trees while we 
have not even a spear of grass All these circumstances 
make out a case moit desperately against us 

"You speak, truth =ir yet f* there iight ahead. We 
have a ship sound and tight ns the day she 'tailed; while 
Robinson lost his crifl under his feet \s 1 ig as lliete 
is a plank afloat, a true salt never gives up, 

" Ay, Bob, I feel that, as strongly as you can yourself; 
nor do I mean to give up, so long as there is reason to 
think God has not entirely deserted us. But thnt ship is 
of no use, in the way of returning to our friends and home ; 
or, of no use as a ship. The power of man could scarcely 
extricate her from the reefs around her." 

" It's a bloody bad berth," said Bob, squirting the saliva 
of his tobacco half-way down the wall of the crater, " that 
I must allow. Howsomever, the ship wiil be of use in a 
great many ways, Mr. Mark, if we can keep her afloat, 
even where she is. The water that's in her will last us 
two a twelvemonth, if we are a little particular about it; 
and when the rainy season sets in, as the rainy season will 
be sure to do in this latitude, we can fill up for a fresh 
start. Then the ship will be a house for us to live in, and 
a capital good hou^e, too You can live itt. sir, and I'ii 
take my swing m the forecastle, j«&t at, if nothing hid 
happened." 

"No, no. Bob, there is an end of all such distinctians 
now. Misery, like the grate, brings all upon a leiel. 
You and I commenced as messmates, and we ^^e likely to 
end as messmates. There is d use to which the ship may 
be put, however, that you have not mentioned, and to 
which we must look forward as our best hope for this world. 
She may be broken up by us, and we may succeed in 
building a craft large enough to navigate these mild seas, 
and yet small enough to be taken through, or over the 
reefs. In that way, favoured by Divine Providence, we 
may live to see our friends again." 

"Courage, Mr. Mark, courage, sir. I know it must be 
hard on the feelin's of a. married man, like yourself, that 
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has left a parfect pictar' behind him, to believe he is never 
to return to his home again. But I don't believe that such 
is to be our fate. I never heard of auch an end to a Cruaoe 
party. Even Robinson, himself, got off at last, and had a 
desperate hard journey of it, after he hauled his larnf-tacks 
aboard. I like that idee of the new craft 'specially well, 
and will lend a hand to help yoii through with it with all 
my heart. I'm not much of a carpenter, it's true; nor do 
I suppose you are anything wonderful with the broad-axe 
and adze; but two willing and stout men, who has got 
their lives to save, can turn their hands to almost anything. 
For ray part, sir, since I was to be wrecked and to Robin- 
son it awhile, I'm gratefully thankful that I've got you for 
a companion, that's all \" 

Mark smiled at this oblique compliment, but he felt well 
assured that Bob meant all for the best. After a short 
pause, he resumed the discourse by saying — 

" I have been thinking. Bob, of the possibility of getting 
the ship safely down as far as this island. Could we but 
place her to leeward of that last reef off the weather end 
of the island, she might lie there years, or until she fell to 
pieces by decay. If we are to attempt building a decked 
boat, or anything large enough to ride ou( a gale in, we 
shall want more room than the ship's decks to set it up in. 
Besides, we could never get a craft of those dimensions 
off the ship's decks, and must, of necessity, build it in 
some place where it may be launched. Our dingui would 
never do to be moving backward iind forward, so great a 
distance, for it will carry little more thin ouraelve-i All 
things considered, theretore, I am ol omnion kc cin do 
nothing heller to begin with, than to try to get the ship 
down here, where we hive room and miy carrj out our 
plans to some advantage " 

Bob assented at once to this scheme and suggested one 
nr two ideas in approbation of it, thit were new even to 
Mark. Thus, it was eudenl to both, that if the ship her- 
self were ever to get clear of the reef, it must be by passing 
out to leeward ; and by bringing her down to the island so 
much would be gained on the indispensable course. Thus, 
added Bob, she might be securely moored in the little bay 
to windward of the island; and, in the course of time it 
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was possible that by a thorough examination of liie chan- 
nels to the westward, and by the use of buoys, a passage 
might be found, after all, that would carry them out to sea 
Mark had little hope of ever getting the Rincocus extri 
cated from the maze of rocks into which she had so blindly 
entered, and where she probably never could haie c me 
but by driving over some of them ; but he saw many ad 
vantages in this plan of removing the sh p Ihat increaoed 
in number anii magnitude the more he thought on the 
subject. Security to the fresh water was one great obiect 
to be attained. Should it come on to bl w nnd (he tship 
drift down upon the rocks to leeward of her slie would 
probably go to pieces in an hour or two when not only all 
the other ample stores that she contained but every drop 
of sweet water at the command of the two seamen would 
inevitably be lost. So important did it appear to Mirk to 
make sure of a portion of this great essential at least t^al 
he would have proposed towing down to the reef, or island, 
a few casks, had the dingui been heavy enough to render 
such a project practicable. After talking over these several 
points slill more at large, Mark and Bob descended from 
the summit of the crater, made half of it'i circuit, and re- 
turned to their boat. 

As the day continued calm, Mark was in no hurry, but 
passed half an hour in sounding the little bay that was 
formed by the sunken rocks that lay off the eastern, or 
weather end of the Crater Reef, as, in a spirit of humility, 
he insisted on calling that which everybody else now calls 
Mark's Reef Here he hot only found abundance of water 
for all he wanted, but lo hie surprise he also found a sandy 
bottom, formed no doubt by the particles washed from the 
surrounding rocks under the never-ceasing abrasion of the 
waves. On the submerged reef there were only a few inches 
of water, and our mariners saw clearly that it was possible 
to secure the ship in this basin, in a very effectual manner, 
could they only have a sufficiency of good weather in which 
to do it. 

After surveying the basin, itseif, with sufficient care, 
Bob pulled the dingui bacls towards the ship, Mark sound- 
ing as thejf proceeded. But two difficulties were found 
bftween the points that it was so desirable to bring in 
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vith each other. Ojie oF these difficulties 
consisted in a passage hetween two lines of reef, that ran 
nearly parallel for a quarter of a mile, aod which were 
only half a cable's- length asunder. There was abundance 
of water between these reefs, but the difficulty was in the 
course, and in tlie narrowness of the passage. Mark 
passed through the latter four several times, sounding it, 
as it might be, foot by foot, and examining the bottom with 
the eye; for, in that pdiucid water, with the sun near tne 
zenith, it was possible to see two or three fathoms down, 
aiid nowliere did he find any other obstacle than this Just 
mentioned. Nor was any buoy necessary, the water break- 
ing over the southern end of the outer, and over the north- 
ern end of the inner ledge, and nowhere else near by, thus 
distinctly noting the very two points where it would be 
necessary to alter the course. 

The second obstacle was much more serious than that 
just described. It was a reef with a good deal of water 
over most of it; so much, indeed, that the sea did not 
break unless in heavy gales, but not enough to carry a 
ship like the Rancocus over, except in one,. and that a very 
contracted pass, of less than a hundred feet in width. 
This channel it would be indispensably necessary to busy, 
since a variation from the true course of only a few fathoms 
would infallibly produce the loss of the ship. All the rest 
of the distance was easily enough made by a vessel stand- 
ing down, by simply taking care not to run into visible 

Mark and Bob did not get back to the Rancocus until 
near three o'clock. They found everything as they had 
left it, and the pigs, poultry and goat, glad enough to see 
thetn, and beginning to want their victuals and drink. 
The two first are to be found on board of every ship, but 
the last is not quite so usual. Captain Crutchely had 
brought one along to supply milk for his tea, a beverage 
that, oddly enough, stood second only to grog in his favour. 
After Bob had attended to the wants of the brute animals, 
he and Mark, again sat down on the windlass to make 
another cold repast on broken meat^as yet, they had not 
the hearts to cook anything. As soon as this homely meal 
was taken Mark placed a couple of buoys in the dingu;, 



iLvGoOglf 



70 theceater; 

with the pig-iron that wns necessary to anchor them, and 
proceeded to the spot on the reef, where it was proposed 
to place them. 

Our mariners were quite an hour in searching for the 
channel, and near nnother in anchoring the buoys in a way 
to render the passage perfectly safe. As soon as this was 
done. Bob pulled back to the ship, which was less than a 
mile distant, as fast as he could, for there was etery ap- 
pearance of a change of weather. The moment was one, 
now, that demanded great coolness and decision. Not 
more than an hour of day remained, and the question was 
whether to attempt to move the ship that night, when the 
channel and its marks were all fresh in the minds of the 
two seamen, and before the foul weather came, or to trusi 
to the cable that was down to tide out any blow thai might 
happen. Mark, young as he was, thought justly on most 
professional subjects. He knew that heavy rollers would 
come in across the reef where the vessel then lay, and was 
fearful that the cable would chafe and part, should it come 
on to blow hard for four- and- twenty hours continually. 
These rollers, lie also knew by the observation of that day, 
jvere completely broken and dispersed on Ihe rocks, before 
they got down io the island, and he believed the chances 
of safety much greater by moving the ship at once, than 
by trying the fortune of another night, out where she then 
lay. Bob submitted to this decision precisely as if Mark 
was slill his officer, and no sooner got his orders than he 
sprang from sail to sail, and rope to rope, like a cat playing 
among the branches of some tree. In that day, spensera 
were unknown, staysails doing their duty. Thus Bob 
loosed the jib, main-topmasi and mizen-staysails, and saw 
the spanker clear for setting. While he was thus busied, 
Mark was looking to the stopper and shank-painter of the 
sheet-anchor, which had been got ready to let go, before 
Captain Crutchely was lost. He even succeeded in get- 
ting that heavy piece of metal a cock-bill, without calling 
on Bob for assistance. 

It was indeed time for thein to be in a hurry; for the 
wind began to come in puffs, the sun was sinking into a 
bank of clouds, and all along the horizon to windward the 
sky looked dark and menacing. Once Mark changed his 
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mitid, detei'niiiiing to hold od, and let go the sheet-anchor 
where he was, should it become necessary; but a lull 
tempted him to proceed. Bob shouted out that all was 
ready, and Mark lifted the axe with which he was armed, 
and struck a heavy blow on the cable. That settled the 
matter; an entire strand was separated, and three or four 
more blows released the ship from her anchor. Mark now 
sprang to the jib-halliards, assisting Bob to hoist the sail. 
This was no sooner done than he went aft to the wheel, 
where he arrived in time to help the ship to fall off: The 
spanker was next got out as well as two men could do it 
in a hurry, and then Bob went forward to tend the jib- 
sheet, and to look out for the buoys. 

It was indispensable in such a navigation to make no 
mistake, and Mark enjoined the utmost vigilance on his 
friend. Twenty times did he hail to inquire if the buoys 
were to be seen, and at last he was gratified by an answer 
in the affirmative. 

" Keep her away, Mr. Mark — keep her away, you may, 
sir; we are well to windward of the channel. Ay, that'll 
do, Mr. Woolston — -that's your beauty, sir. Can't you get 
a- sight of the b'y ) If sir?" 

"Not just) t B b nd much the greater need that 
you should lo k ut th h per. Give the ship plenty of 
room, and I 'I! I t I un d wn for the passage, square for 
the channel.' 

Bob now r ft t II o the mate he had better go on 
the forecastle h If d nn the ship through the pas- 
sage, which was a place he did not like. Mark was vexed 
that the change should be made just at that critical instant, 
but bounding forward, he was between the knight-heads 
in half a minute, looking out for the buoys. At first, he 
Could not see them ; and then he most fell the imprudence 
of Bob's quitting his post in such a critical instant. In 
another minute, however, he found one; and presently the 
.other came in sight, fearfully close, as it now appeared to 
our young mariner, to its neighbour. The position of the 
ship, nevertheless, was sufficiently to windward, leaving 
plenty of room to keep .off' in. As soon as the ship was far 
enough ahead, Mark called ont to Bob to put his helm 
hard up. This was done, and away the Rancocus went, 
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a cover, and to drop the anchor. Iq order to do this with 
Boccess, Miirk now commenced hauling down the jib. by 
the time he had that sail well in, the ship was off the end 
of the sunken reef, when Bob put his helm a-atarboard and 
rounded iL Down came the main-topmast staysail, and 
Mark jumped on the forecastle, while he called out to Bob 
to lash the helm a-lee. In an instant Bob was at the young 
man's side, and both waited for the ship to Juff into the 
wind, and to forge as near as possible to the reef. This 
*as successfully done also, and Mark let go the stopper 
within twenty feet of the wall of the sunken reef, just as 
the ship began to drive astern. The canvas was rolled up 
and secured, the cable payed out, until the ship lay just 
mid-channel between the island and the sea-wall without, 
and the whole secured. Then Bob look off his tarpaulin 
and gave three cheers, while Mark walked aft, silently 
returning thanks to God for the complete success of this 
important movement. 

Important most truly was this change. Not only was 
the ship anchored, _witb her heaviest anchor down, and 
her best cable out, in good holding ground, and in a basin 
where very little swell ever penetrated, and that entering 
laterally and diminished in force; but there she was within 
a hundred and fifty feet of the island, at all times accessible 
by means of the dingui, a boat that it would not do to trust 
in the water at all outside when it blew in the least fresh. 
In short, it was scarcely possible to have a vessel in a safer 
berth, so long as her spars and hull were exposed to the 
gales of the ocean, or one that was more convenient to 
those who used the island. By getting down her spars and 
other hamper, the power of the winds would be much 
lessened, though Mark felt little apprehension of the winds 
at that season of the year, so long as the sea could not 
make a long rake against the vessel. He believed the ship 
safe for the present, and felt the hope of still finding a pas- 
sage, through the reef to leeward, reviving in his breast. 

Weil might Mark and Bob rejoice in the great feat they 
.had just performed. That night it blew so heavily as to 
leave little doubt that the ship never could have been kept 
at her anchor, outside; and had she struck adrift in the 
darkness nothing could have saved them from almost im- 
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mediate deaCructioii. The rollers came down in Iremon 
dous billows, breaking and roaring on all sides of the island, 
rendering the sea white wiih their foam, even at midnight ; 
but, on reaching the massive, natural wall. Chat protected 
the Rancocus, they dashed themselves into spray againsi 
it, wetting the vessel from her truck down, but doing her 
no injury. Mark remained im deck until past twelve 
o'clock, when finding that the gale was already breaking, 
he turned in and slept soundly until morning. As for Bab, 
he had taken his walch below early in the evening, and 
there he remained undisturbed until the appearance of 
day, when he turned out of his own accord. 

Mark Cook another look aC the sea, reefs and islands, 
from the main- topmast cross-trees of the ship, as she lay 
in her new berth. Of course, the range of hitj vision was 
somewhat altered by this change of position, and especially 
did he see a greater distance to the westward, or towards 
the lee side of the reefs. Nothing encouraging was made 
out, however; the young man rather inclining more to the 
opinion than he had ever done before, that the vessel could 
not be extricated from the rocks which surrounded her. 
With this conviction strongly renewed, he descended to 
the deck, co share in the breakfast Bob had set about pre- 
paring, the moment he quitted his cat-tails; for Bob in- 
sisted on sleeping in the forecastle, though Mark had 
ptessed him to take one of the cabin state-rooms. This 
time the meal, which included some very respectable ship's 
cofiee, was taken od the cabin-table, the day being cloud- 
less, and 'the sun's rays possessing a power that made it 
unpleasant to sit long anywhere out of a shade. While 
the meal was taken, another conversation was held touch- 

" By the manner in which it blew last night,'-' Mark ob- 
served, "I doubt if we should have had this comfortable 
cabin to eat in this morning, and these good articles to 
consume, had we left the ship oulside until morning," 

" I look upon it as a good job well done, Mr. Mark," 
answered Bob. " I must own I had no great hopes of our 
ever getting here, but was willing to try it ; for them rollers 
didn't mind half-a-dozen reefs, but came tumbling in over 
them, in a way to threaten the old 'Cocus with being 
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ground into powdpr Tor my pan, sir, I ihauk God, from 
the bottom ot my heart, tiiat we ire here." 

"You hive red=on to do so, Bob; and while we may 
boih regret the mistotiune that has befallen us, we had 
need remember how much better off we are than our ship- 
mates, pool fellows ! — or how much better we are off than 
many a poor manner who loses his vessel altogether," 

" Yes, the saving of the ship la a great thing for us. 
We can hardly cill this a shipwreck, Mr. Mark, though 
we have been ashore once , it is more like being docked, 
than anything else!" 

"I hate heard, before, of vessels being carried over 
reefs, and bars of rivers, inlo berths they could not quit," 
answered Mark. " But, reflect a moment. Bob, how much 
better our condition is, than if we had beEn washed down 
on this naked reef, with only such articles to comfort lis, 
as could be picked up along shore from the wreck !" 

"I'm giad to hear you talk in this rational way, Mr. 
Mark; for it's a sign you do not give up, or take thincfs 
too deeply to heart. I was afeard that you might be think- 
ing too much of Miss Bridget, and make yourself more 
unhappy than is necessary for a man who has things so 
comfortable around him." 

"The separation from my wife causes me much pain, 
Belts, but I trust in God. It has been in his pleasure to 
place us in this extraordinary situation, and I hope, that 
something good will come of it." 

" That's the right sentiments, sir — only keep such feel- 
ings uppermost, and we shall do right down well. Why, 
we have water, in plenty, until after the rainy season shall 
he along, when we can catch a fresh supply. Then, there 
is beef and pork enough betwixt decks to last you and me 
five or six years; and bread and flour in good quantities, 
to say nothing of lots of small stores, both forward and aft." 

" The ship is well found, and, as you say, we might live 
a long time, years certainly, on the food she contains 
There is, however, one thing to be dreaded, and to provide 
against which shall be my first care. We are now fifty 
days oa salted provisions, and fifty more will give us both 

" The Lord in his mercy protect me from that disease 1" 
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exclaimerl Bob. "I had it «nco, in an old v'y'ge round 
the Horn, and have nv wish to try it ag'in, But there 
must he fish in plenty among these rocks, Mr. Mark, and 
we have a good stock of hvead. By dropping the beef and 
pork, for a few days at a time, might we noi get shut of 
the danger?" 

" Fish will help us, and turtle would be a great resource, 
cuuld we meet with any of tliat. But, man requires mixed 
food, meats and vegetables, to iieep him healthy ; and no- 
thing is so good for the scurvy as the last. The worst of 
our situation is a want of soil, to grow any vegetables in. 
I did not see so much as a rush, or the coarsest sea-plant, 
when we were on the island yesterday. If we had soil, 
there is seed in^ plenty on board, and this climate would 
bring forward vegetation at a rapid rate," 

"■Ay, aji sir, and I'll tell you what I've got in the way 
of seeds, myself. You may remember the delicious musk 
and water-melons we fell in with last v'y'ge, in the east. 
Well, sir, I saved some of the seed, thinking to give it lo 
my brother, who is a Jarsey farmer, you know, sir; and, 
sailor-like, I forgot it altogether, when in port. If a fellow 
could get but a bit of earth to put them meion-seeds in, 
we might be eating our fruit like gentlemen, two months 
hence, or three months, at the latest." 

" That is a good thought, Betts, and we will turn it over 
in our minds. If such a thing is to be done at all, the 
sooner it is done the better, that ,the melons may be getting 
ahead while we are busy with the other matters. This ia 
just the season to put seed into the ground, and I think 
we might make soil enough to sustain a few hills of melons. 
If I remember right, too, there are some of the sweet pota- 
toes left." 

Bob assented, and during the rest of the meal they did 
nothing but pursue this plan of endeavouring to obtain 
half-a-dozeo or a dozen hills of melons. As Mark foit all 
the importance of doing everything that lay in his power 
to ward off the scurvy, and knew that time was not to be 
lost, he determined that the very first thing he would now 
attend to, would be to get all the seed into as much ground 
as he could contrive to make. Accordingly, as soon as 
the breakfast was ended, Mark went to collect his seeds 
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»hile Bob SLl the breaklaat thin^ aside aftei properly 
cleining them 

There were four shoats on board which had been kppt 
jn the lauQch until thit bojt WdS put into the witer the 
night the RanCDtus, ran upon the rxks Since that time 
they had been left to run about the decks prcducing a 
good deal o! dirt ind s >me confusion fhe'ie shoats Bob 
now csoght ind dropped into the bay knowing (hat their 
instinct would induce them to swim for thp neirest land 
All thia turned out as was expected, and the pig= were 
soon seen on the island, snuffing around on the rock's, and 
trying to root. A small quantity of the excrement of these 
animals still lay on the deck, where it had been placed 
when the launch was cleaned for service, no one thinking 
at such a moment of cleaning the decks. It had been 
washed by the sea that came aboard quite across the deck, 
but still formed a pile, and most of it was preserved. This 
manure Mark was about to put in a half-barrel, in order 
to carry it ashore, for the purpose of convening it into 
soil, when Bob suddenly put an end (o what he was about, 
by telling him that he knew where a niinure worth two of 
that was to be found An exphnation was asked and 
given. Bob, who' had been several loyages on the western 
coast of America, toid Mark that the Peruvians and Chi- 
Jians made great use uf the dung of iqjatu birds, as a 
manure, and which they found on the rock*: thit lined iheir 
coast. Now two or three rocks Uy near the reef that 
were covered with this deposit, the birds still hovering 
about them, and he proposed to take the dingui, and go 
inquest of a Httleof that fertilizing manure A ver} little, 
he said, would suffice, the Spaniards using it in small 
quantities, but applying it at different stiges in the growth 
of the plant. It is scircelj nei-essary to say that Bob had 
fallen on a knowledge of the use of the article which it 
now so extensively known under the name of guano in the 
course of His wanderings, and was eu'ibled to communicate 
the fact to his companion Mark kntw that Betis was a 
man of severe truth, and he was so much the more disposed 
to listen to hia suggestit.n. While our young mite was 
getting the boat ready, therefore. Bob collected his tools, 
provided himself viruh a bucket, passed the half-barrel, into 
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which M^ik had ihiowii tlie ineepings of the decks, into 
the dingQi and descended himself and took the sculls 
The two then proceeded to Bob's rock, where, amid the 
a thousand "ea-birds the honcsl fellow filleii his 



bucket with ds good guano is was ever found o 
of Peru 

While the boat wis at the rock, Mark saw that the pigs 
hiid run round to the western end of the island, snuffing at 
everything that came in their way, and trying in vain to 
root wherever one of them could insert his nose. As a 
hog is a particularly sagacious animal, Mark kept his eyes 
on them while Bob was picking out his guano, in the faint 
hope that they might discover fresh water, lay means of 
their instinct In this way he saw them enter the gate 
way of the crater, pigs being pretty certain to run thei. 
noses into anj such place as that. 

On 1 inding Mark took a pai I of the tools and the bucket 
of guano, while Bob shouldered the remainder, and they 
went up to the hole, and entered the crater together, hav- 
ing landed as near to the gale nay as they could get, with 
that object. To Mark s great delight he found that the 
pigs were now actually rooting with some success, so far 
as stirring the surface was concerned, though getting ab- 
solutely nothing for their pains. There were spots on the 
plain of the crater, however, where it was possible, by 
breaking a sort of crust, to get down into coarse ashes that 
were not entirely without some of the essentials of soil. 
Exposure to the air and water, with mixing up with sea- 
weed and such other waste materials as he could collect, 
the young man fancied would enable him to obtain a suffi- 
ciency of earthy substances to sustain the growth of plants. 
While on the summit of the crater-wall, he had seen two 
or three places where it had struck him sweet-potatoes and 
beans might be made to grow, and he determined to ascend 
to those spots, and make his essay there, as being the most 
removed from the inroads of the pigs. Could he only suc- 
ceed in obtaining two or three hundred melnns, he felt 
that a great deal would be done in providing the means of 
checking any disposition to scurvy that might appear in 
Bob or himself. In this thoughtful manner did one so 
young look ahead, and make provision for the future. 
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le liow that day they bast ir.ay ply 
; work; for much their work outgrew 
patch of two gard'nios so wide." 

MitTOIf. 



OuK two mariners had come ashore well provided v 
the means of carrying out their pinns. The Ranco 
was far better provided with tools suited to the uses of the 
land, than was common for ships, her voyage contemplating 
a. long slay among the islands she was to visit. Thus, axea 
and picks were not wanting. Captain Crutchely having had 
an eye to the possible necessity of fortifying himself against 
savages. Mark now ascended the crater-wall with a pick 
on his shoulder, and a part of a coil of ratlin-stuff around 
his neck. As he went up, he used the pick to make steps, 
and did so much in that way, in the course often minutes, 
as greatly to facilitate the ascent ajid descent at the parti- 
cular place he had selected. Once on the snmmit, he 
found a part of the rock that overhung its base, and dropped 
one end of his line into the crater. To this Bob attached 
the bucket, which Mark hauled up and emptied. In this 
manner everything was transferred to the top of the crater- 
wail that was needed there, when Bob went down to the 
dingui to roil up the half-barrel of sweepings that had been 
brought from the ship. 

Mark next looked about for the places which had seemed 
lo him, on his previous visit, to have most of the character 
of soil. He found a plenty of these spots, mostly in de- 
Uohei cavities of no great extent, where the crust had not 
yet formed; or, having once formed, had been disturbed 
by the action of the elements. These places be first picked 
to pieces with his pick ; then he stirred them well up with 
a hoe, scattering a little guano in the heaps, according to 
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the directions of Belts. When this was done, he sent 
down the bucket, and hauled up the sweepings of the deck, 
wliicli Bob had ready for him, below. Nor was this all 
Bob had done, during the hour Mark was at work, in the 
sun, on the summit of the crater. He had found a large 
deposit of sea-weed, on a rock near the island, and had 
made two or three trips with the dingui, back and forth, 
to transfer some of it to the crater. After all his toil and 
trouble, tlie worthy fellow did not get more than a hogs- 
hend full of this new material, but Mark thought it well 
worth while to haul it up, and to endeavour to mix it with 
his compost. This was done by making it up in bundles, 
as one would roll up hay, of a size that the young man 
could manage. 

Bob now joined his friend on the crater-wall, and as- 
sisted in carrying the sea-weed to the places prepared to 
receive it, when both of the mariuers next set about mixing 
it up with the other ingredients of the intended soil. Afler 
working for another hour in this manner, they were of 
opinion that they might make the experiment of putting in 
the seed. Melons, of both sorts, and of the very best 
quality, were now put into the ground, as were also beans, 
peas, and Indian-corn, or maize. A few cucumber-seeds, 
and some onions were also tried. Captain Crutchely having 
brought with him a considerable quantity of the common 
garden seeds, as a benefit conferred on the natiyea of the 
islands he intended to visit, and through them on future 
navigators. This care proceeded from his owners, who 
were what is called 'Friends,' and who somewhat oddly 
blended benevolence with the practices of worldly gain. 

Mark certainly knew very little of gardening, but Bob 
could turn his hand to almost anything. Several mistakes 
were made, notwithstandine, more particularly in the use 
of the seed, with which they were not particularly ac- 
quainted. Mark's Reef lay just within the tropics, it m 
true {in 21° south latitude), hut the constant sea-brep'ze 
rendered its climate much cooler than would otherwise 
have been the case. .Thus the peas, and beans, and even 
the onions, did better, perhiips, on the top of the crater, 
than they would have done in it ; but the ochre, egg-plants, 
melons, and two or three other seeds thai they used, would 
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probaWy have suceeedeii better had ibey been placed in 
ihe wnnnest spots which could be found'. In one respect 
Mirk made a good girdei 
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selves. Of to others. Now, that the fevenah feeling which 
set him at work so early to make a provision against wants 
which, at the worst, were merely problematical, had sub- 
sided, Mark began to see that there remained many things 
to do, which were of even more pressing necessity than 
anything yet done. Among the first of these there was 
ihe perfect security of the ship. So long as she rode at a 
single anchor, she could not be considered as absolutejy 
safe ; for a ehill of wind would cause her to swing against 
the 'sea-wall,' as he called the natural breakwater outside 
of her, where, if not absolutely wrecked, she might receive 
material damage. Prudence required, therefore, that the 
ship should be moored, as well as anchored. Neverthe- 
less, there was a good deal of truth in what Mark had said 
touching the plants growing while be and Bob were busy 
at other matters; and this thought, of itself, formed a suf- 
flcient jiistificat/on for what he had just done, much as it 
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had been dime under present es(,itenieiit is they lay 
under the shade ot tho r y .1 our marinorH disc is&ed these 
matters, and matured some plans Tor the future 

At two o'clock Mark and Bob re,sumed tl eir work 
The latter suggested the necessity of gelling i od and 
■•"■'T ashore for the pigs, as an act that humaiiLty iiiipen- 
■eiiM, of 
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gate-way. Had the pigs met with any success in rooting, 
it is not probable this slight obstacle wonid have prevented 
their finding their way, again, into the cavi ty of the crater ; 
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direction of the trades, during the squall, to a current of 
air that was nearly at right angles to the customary coutse. 
This caused the ship to awing, and brought her so near the 
sea-wall, that once or twice her side actually rubbed against 
it Mark was aware, by his previous sounding, thit this 
wall rather impended over ita base, being a part of an old 
crater, beyond a question, and that there was httle danger 
of the vessel's hitting the bottom or taking harm in any 
other way than by friction against the upper pirt but this 
friction might become too rude, and finally endanger the 
safety of the vessel 

As soon as the weather became fine, however, the trades 
returned, and the ship swung round to her old berth Bob 
now suggested the expediency of t-irrying out their hea- 
viest kedge a'thore, of planting it in the rocks, and of run- 
ning out to It two or three parts of a hawser, to which a 
line ol planks might be la=lied, and thus give them the 
means of entering and quitting the -hip, without having 
recourse to the dingui Mark ipproved of this plan, and, 
It requiring a raft to carry ashore the kedge, the dingui 
being ao light they were afraid to trust it, it was decided 
to commence that work in the moining For the rest of 
the present diy nothing further was done, beyond light 
and necessary jobs, and continuing the etamimtion of the 
island Mark was curious to look at the effect ot the 
ihower, both m reference to his phntations aod to the 
quantity of fiesh water that might have lodged on the reef 
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It was delermined, therefore, to pass an hour or two ashore 
before the night shut in again. 

Previously to quitting the ship. Bob spoke of the poultry. 
There were but six liens, a cock, and five ducks, left. 
They were all as low in flesh and spirits, as it was usual 
to find birds that have been at sea fifiy days, and the honest 
tar proposed turning them all adrift on the reef, to make 
their own living in the best way they could. Now and 
then a little food might be put in their way, but let them 
have a chance for their lives. Mark assented at once, and 
the coops were opened. Each fowl was carried to the taff- 
rail, and tossed into the air, when it flew down upon the 
reef, a distance of a couple of hundred feet, almost as a 
matter of course. Glad enough were the poor things to 
be (bus liberated. To Mark's surprise, no sooner did they 
reach the reef, than to work they went, and commenced 
picking op something with the greatest avidity, as if let 
loose in the best supplied poultry-yard. Confident there 
was nothing for even a hen to glean on the rocks when he 
left there, the young man could not account for this, until 
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pretty object lc;!ii!ng about the cliffs of the crater, giviiia 
the island a more lively and inhabited appearance, Iboiigh 
he foresaw she might prove very destructive to his pianta- 
tioDH, did his vegetables grow. As there was time enomrh 
to decide on her finai fate; it was finally settled she should 
be put ashore, and have a comfortable fortnight, even 
though condemned ti die at the e d f th t b ' f p ' d 
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to say that they were born in cages, and had never knovi'n 
Jiberty. They were, created with' an instinct for flight, 
a;id intense must be their longings lo indulge in the power 
which nature had bestowed on them. In the cage in which 
he now found himself, though he could run, walk, leap, 
swim, or do aught that nature designed him lo do, in the 
way of mere animal exploits, young Mark felt how biitei 
were the [jrivations he was condemned to suffer. 

The rain had certainly done no harm, as yet, to Ihe 
planting. Al! the bills were entire, as Mark and Bob had 
iefl them, though welt saturaled with water. In a few, 
there might he even too much of ihe element, perhaps, but 
Mark observed that a tropical sun would soon remove that 
objection. His great apprehension was that he had com- 
menced his gardening too late, and that the dry weathei 
might set in too soon for the good of his vegetables ; if any 
of them, indeed, ever came up at all. Here was one gocd 
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soaking secured, at all events; and, knowing the power 
of a tropical sun, Mark was of opiuiou that the fate of (he 
great experiment he had tried would soon be known. Could 
he succeed in producing vegetation among the debris of 
the crater, he and Bob might find the means of subsistence 
during their oaturaJ lives; but, should that resource fail 
them, ail their hopes would depend on being able to effect 
their escape in a craft of their own construction. In no 
case, however, but that of the direst necessity, did Mark 
contemplate the abandonment of his plan for getting back 
to the inhabited world, bis country, and his bride ! 

That night our .mariners had a sounder sleep than they 
had yet been blest with since the loss of their shipmates, 
and tbe accident to the vessel ilself. The two following 
days they passed in securing the ship. Bob actually made 
a very respectable catamaran, or raft, out of the spare 
spars, sawing the topmasts and lower yards in two, for that 
purpose, and fastening them together with ingenuity and 
strength, by means of lashings. But Mark hit upon an 
expedient for getting the two kedges ashore, that prevented 
the necessity of having recourse to the raft on that occa- 
sion. These kedges lay on the poop, where they were 
habitually kept, and two men had no great difficulty in 
getting them over the stern, suspended by stoppers, Now 
Mark had ascertained that the rock of the Reef rose like 
a wall, being volcanic', like all the rest of the formation, 
and (hat the .ship could float almost anywhere alongside of 
it. Aided by the rake of the stern of an old-fashioned 
Philadelphia-built ship, nothing was easier than to veer 
upon the cable. Jet the vessel drop in to the island, until 
the kedges actually hung over the rocks, and then lower 
the last down. All this was done, and the raft was re- 
served for other purposes. Notwithstanding the facility 
with which the kedges were got ashore, it took Mark and 
Bob quite half a day to plant them in the rock precisely 
where they were wanted. When this was accomplished, 
however, it was so effectually done as to render the hold 
even greater than that of the sheet-anchor. The stocks 
were not used at all, but the kedges were kid fiat on the 
rock, quite near to each other, and in such a manner that 
(he flukes were buried in crevices of the lava, giving a 
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mosl secure hold, while the shanks came out through 
natural grooves, leading straight towards the ship. Six 
parts of a hawser were bent to the kedges, three to each, and 
these parts were held at equal distances by pieces of spars 
ingeniously placed between them, the whole being kept m 
its place by regular stretchers that were lashed along the 
hawsers at distances of ten feet, giving ail the parts of the 
ropes the same level. Before these stretchers were se- 
cured, the ship was hove ahead by her cable, and the 
several parts of the hawser brought to an equal strain. 
This lea the vessel about a hundred feet from the island 
a convenient, and if the anchor held, a safe position ; though 
Mark felt little fear of losing the sliip against rocks that 
were so perpendicular and smooth. On the stretchers 
planks were next laid and lashed, thus making a clear pas- 
Base between the vessel and the shore, that might be used 
at all times, without recourse to the dingni ; besides moor- 
ing the ship head and stern, thereby keeping ber always 
in the same place, and in the same position. 

The business of secnring the ship occupied nearly two 
days, and was not got through with until about the middle 
of the afternoon of the second day. It was Saturday and 
Mark had determined to make a good beginning, and keep 
all their Sabbaths, in future, as holy times, set apart for the 
special service of the Creator. He had been botn and 
educated an Episcopalian, but Bob claimed to be aCluaker, 
and what was more he was a little stiff in some of his no- 
tions on the opinion of his^sect. The part of New Jersey 
in which Betts was born, had many persona of this reli- 
gious persuasion, and he was not only born, but, m one 
sense educated in their midst ; though the early age at 
which he wont to sea had very much unsettled his prac- 
tice much the most material pari of the tenets of these 
good persons. When the two knocked off work. Saturday 
afternoon, therefore, it was with an understandiiig that the 
next day was to be one of rest in the sense of Chnstians, 
and, from that time henceforth, that the Sabbath was to 
be kept as a holy day. Mark had ever been mclined to 
soberness f-f thought on such subjects. His early engage- 
ment to Bridf,.et had kept him from foiling mlo the ways 
„r ™»«, mariners and_ time and again, had a firtiire state 
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of being been tbe subject of discourse between him and 
his betrothed. As tbe seasons of adversity are those in 
which men are the most apt to bethink them of their duties 
to God, It 13 not at alJ surprising that one of this disposi- 
lion, ilius situated, feit renewed demands on his gratitude 
and repentance. 

While Mark, in this frame of mind, went rambling 
around his narrow domains. Bob got the dingui, and pro- 
ceeded with his fishing-tackle towards some of the naked 
rocks, that lifted their caps above the surface of the aea 
in a nonh-westerly dire ' ' i ' 
naked rocks there were 
the crater, and the larg f h 
than six or eight acres f d y 
than a hundred feet in d m 
irregular formation of tl f 1 

the water smooth, for so d 
il was only when the r II 
that the dingui could n a 
sphere, in safety. 

Belts was very fond f fi I 
days, at a time, in that q m 

a sufficient supply of tob I 

consolations this man po d 

tiipe, ivaa the ample sto f 1 
found in the ship.- Ev y 
Mark alone excepted, n d 
long a voyage, the provi 
dant. On this occasion 
occupations lo satiety, 
fished. 

With Mark it was very d if H was fond of his 

fowlmg.piece, but of little use was that weapon in his pre- 
sent situation. Of nil the birds that frequented the adja- 
cent rocks, not one was of a sort that would be eaten un- 
less 111 cases of famine. As he walked over the island, 
that afternoon, his companion was the goat, which had 
been driven ashore on the new gangway, and was t-ajoying 
Its liberty almost as much as the ducks. As the animal 
(risked about him, accompanying him everywhere in his 
walks. Mark was reminded of the goats of Crusoe, and his 
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liiind naturally adverted to the different accounts of ship- 
wrecks of which he had rencf, :ind to a comparison between 
his own condition and those of other mariners who had lieeii 
obhged to make their homes lor n time, on otherwise un- 
uhibited lalinds 

In tiiii compirison Mark saw that many things made 
greuly against him on the one hind while, on the other, 
there were many others lor which he had every reason to 
be profoundly griteful In the hrsl piice, this island was, 
AH yet totally without vegetation of every kind. It had 
neither plant «hrub nor tree In this he suffered a great 
prnation and it even remainpd to be proved by actual 
experiment, whether he wis master of what might be con- 
sidered the elements of soi! It occurred to him that 
simething iike vegetation mu«t Inve shown itself, in or 
about the crater did its dtlirt contnm the fertilizing prin- 
ciple Mark not being sufficiently verged in the new science 
of chemical agriculture, to understand that the admixtures 
of certain elements might bring to life forces that then 
were dormant. Then the Reef had no water. This was 
a very, very great privation, the most serious of all', and 
might prove to be a terrible calamity. It is true that, just 
at that moment, there was a shower every day, and some- 
times two or three of them ; but it was then spring, and 
there could be little reason to doubt that droughts would 
come in the hot and dry season. As a last Ejection, the 
Reef had no great extent, and no variety, the eye taking 
it all in at a glance, while the crater was its sole relief 
against the dullest monotony. Not was there a bit of wund, 
or fuel of any sort to cook with, after the supply now in 
the ship should be exhausted. Such were the leading dis. 
advantages of the situation in which our mariners were 
placed, as compared with those into which most other 
shipwrecked seamen had been thrown. 

The advantages, on the other hand, Mark, in htinihie 
grati.tllJe to God, admitted to be very great. In the firal 
place, the ship and a!l she contained was preserved, giving 
liiem a dwellmg, clothes, food and water, as well aa fuel, 
for a long time to come , possibly, aided by what might he 
gleaned on even that naked reef, sufficient to meet all their 
wants for tbe duration of a human lifis The cargo of the 
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Ranoocus was of no great extent, and of little value in a 
civilized country; but Mark knew that it included many 
articles that would be of vast service where he was. The 
beads and coarse trinkets with which it had been intended 
to tfade with the savages, were of no use whatever, it is 
true ; but the ship's owners were pains-taking and ihought- 
ful Quakers, as has .been already intimated, who blended 
with great shrewdness in the management of their worldly 
affairs, a certain regard to benevolence in genera!, and a 
desire to benefit their epecies. On this principle, they had 
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his walk in a more calm and resigned mood than he had 
been in since the ship entered among the shoals. 

Mark, naturally enough, cast his eyes around him, am! 
asked himself the question what was to be done with the 
domestic animuls they had now all landed. The hoga 
might, or might not iie nf the greatest importance to them 
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as their residence on the island was or wiis not protracted, 
anrf as they found the means of feeding them. There was 
still -food enough in the ship to keep these creatures for 
some months, and food that had been especially laid in for 
that purpose; but that food would serve equally well for 
the fovvls, and our young man was of opinion, that eggs 
would be of more importance to himself and Betts, than 
hog's flesh. Then there was the goat; she would soon 
cease to be of any use at all, aad green food waa not to be 
had for her. A little hay, however, remained; and Mark 
was fully determined that Kitty, as the playful little thing 
was called, should live at least as long as that lasted. She 
was fortunate in being content with a nourishment that no 
other animal wanted. 

Mark could see absolutely nothing on the rocks for a 
bird to live on, yet were the fowls constantly picking up 
something. They probably found insects that escaped his 
sight; while it was certain that the ducks were revelling 
in the pools of fresh water, of which there might, at that 
moment, hiive been a hundred on the reef. As all these 
creatures were, as yet, regularly fed from the supplies in 
the ship, each seemed to be filled with the joy of existence; 
and Mark, as he walked among them, felt how profound 
ought to be his own gratitude, since he was still in a state 
of being which admitted of a consciousness of happiness 
so much beyond anything that was known to the inferior 
animals of creation. He had his mind, with all its stores 
gathered from study and observation, his love for God, and 
his hopes of a blessed future, ever at command. Even his 
love for Bridget had its sweets, as well as its sorrows. It 
was grateful to think of her tenderness to himself, her 
beauty, her constancy, of which he would not for a moment 
doubt, and of all the innocent and delightful converse they 
had had during a courtship that occupied so much of their 
brief lives. 

Just as the sun was setting. Bob returned from his fish- 
ing excursion. To Mark's surprisf!, he saw that the dingui 
floated almost with her gunwale-to, and he hastened down 
to meet his friend, who came ashore in a little bay, quile 
near the gate-way, and in which the rock did not rise as 
much like a wall ns it did on most of the exterior of the 
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111 the fock received a current, which catried large quan- 
tities of floating weed into it, while every slorm probably 
had added (o its stores since the mass had risen above the 
common level of the sea, by throwing fresh materials on 
to the pile, by means of the waves, nothing quitting it. 
Bob reported that there were no signs of vegetation around 
the rock, which circumstance, however, was easily enough 
accounted for by the salt water that was incessantly moist- 
ening the surface, and which, while it took with it the 
principle of future, was certain to destroy all present, vege- 
table life; or, all but that which belongs exclusively to 
aquatic plants. 

" How much of this muck do yon suppose is to be found 
on your rock, Bob?" asked Mark, atler he had examined 
the dingui'a cargo, by sight, taste, and smell. " ii is sur- 
prisingly like a rich earth, if it be not actually so." 

'■ Lord bless you, Mr Mark, there is enough on't to fill 
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tlie old 'CoCQs, ag'in and ag'in. EIow deep it is, T don't 
pretend to know ; but it 's a good hundred paces across it, 
and the spot is as round as that there chimbly, that you 
call a er'ature." 

"If thai be the case, we will try our hands at it next 
week, and see what can be done with an importation. I 
do not give up the biessed hope of the boat, Bob — that you 
will always bear in mind — but it is best to keep an eye on 
the means of living, should it please God to prevent our 
getting to sea again." 

" To sea, Mr. Mark, neither you nor I, nor any mortal 
man will ever get, in the old 'Cocus ag'in, as I know by 
the looks of things outside of us. 'T will never do to plant 
in my patch, however, for the salt water must wash it 
whenever it blows; though a very little work, too, might 
keep it out, when I come to think on it. Sparrowgrass 
would grow there, as it is, desperately well ; and Friend 
Abrahani White had both seeds and roots put up for the 
use of the savages, if a body only know'd whereabouts to 
look for theiri, among the lot of rubbish of that sort, that 
he sent aboard." 

" All the seeds and roots are in two or three boxes, in 
the steerage," answered Mark. "I'll just step up to the 
crater and bring a shovel, to throw this loam out of the 
boat with, while you can clean the fish and cook the sup- 
per. A little fresh food,, after so much salt, will be both 
pleasant and good for us." 

Bob assented, and each went his way. Mark threw the 
loam into a wheelbarrow, of which Friend Abraham iiad 
put no less than three in the ship, as presents to the savages, 
and he wheeled it, at two or three loads, into the crater, 
where he threw it down in a pile, intending to make a 
compost heap of all the materials of the sort he could lay 
his hands on. 

As for Bob he cleaned both fish, taking them on board 
the ship to do so. He put the largest and coarsest into 
(he coppers, after cutting it up, mixing with it onions, 
pork, and ship's bread, intending to start a tire beneath it 
early in the morning, and cook a sort of chowder. The 
other he fried, Mark and he making a most grateful meal 
on it, that evening. 
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Bb thou at peace I — Tb' all-seeing eya, 
Pervading earth, and air, and sky, 
The searcliing glance which none may flee, 
Is EliU, in mercy, tnrii'd on thoe." 

MHa, Hemahb. 

The Sabbath ever dawns on the pioiisly-incJined, with 
hope and a devout gratitude (o the Creator for all his mer- 
cies. This is more apt to be the case in genial seasons, 
and rural abodes, perhaps, than amidst the haunts of men, 
and when the thoughts are diverted from the proper chan- 
nels by the presence of persons around us. Still greater 
is the influence of absolute solitude, and thai increased by 
the knowledge of a direct and visible dependence on the 
Providence of God, for the means of even prolonging ex- 
istence. In the worid, men lose sight of this dependence, 
fancying themselves" and their powers of more account 
than the truth would warrant, and even forgetting whence 
these very boasted powers are derived; but man, when 
alone, and in critical circumstances, is made to feel that 
he is not sufficient for his own wants, and turns with hu- 
mility and hope to the divine hand that upholds him. 

With feelings of this character, did Mark and Belts keep 
their first Sabbath on the reef. The former read the 
morning service, from beginning to end, while the latter 
sat by, an attentive listener. The only proof given of any 
difference in religious faith between our mariners, was of 
so singular a nature as to merit notice. Notwithstanding 
Bob's early familiarity with Mark, his greater age, and the 
sort of community of feeling and interest created by their 
common misfortune, the former had not ceased to treat the 
last with the respect due to his office. This deference 
never deserted him, and he had not once since the ship 
was embayed, entered the cabin without pulling off his hal 
As sooD as church commenced, however, Bob resumed his 
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tarpiiulin, as a sort ol' sign of his own orthodoxy in the 
faith of his fathers; making it a point to do as they had 
done in meeting, and slightly concerned lest his companion 
might fail into the error of supposing he was a man likely 
u< be converted. Mark also obsMved that, in the course 
of that Sahbalh, Boh used the pronouns 'thee' and ' thou,' 
oil two or three occasions, sounding oddly enough in the 
mouth of the old salt. 

Well did both our mariners prove the efficacy of the 
divine provision of a day of rest, in a spiritual sense, on 
the occasion of this their first Sabbath on the reef Mark 
Icit far more resigned to his fate than he could have be- 
lieved possible, while Belts declared that he should be 
absolutely happy, had he only a better boat than the dingui ; 
not that the dingui was at all a bad craft of its kind, but 
it wanted size. After the religious services, for which 
both our mariners had shaved and dressed, they took a 
walk together, on the reef, conversing of their situation 
and future proceedings. Bob then told Mark, for the first 
lime, that, in his opinion, there was the frame and the 
other materials of a pinnace, or a large boat, somewhere' 
in the hold, which it'waa intended to put together, when 
the ship reached the islands, as a convenieneo for cruising 
about among them Co trade with the savages, and to trans- 
port sandal-wood. The mate had never heard of this boat, 
but acknowledged that a part of the hold -bad been stowed 
while he was up at Bristol, and it might have been taken 
in then. Bob confessed that he had never seen it, though 
he had worked in the stevedore's gang; bnt was confident 
he had heard Friend Abraham White and Captain Crutch- 
ely talking of its dimensions and uses. According to his 
recollection it was to be a boat considernhly larger than 
the launch, and to be fitted with masts and sails, and to 
have a half-deck. Mark listened to all this patiently, 
though he firmly believed that the honest fellow was de. 
ceiving himself the whole time. Such a craft could scarcelj 
be in the ship, and he not hear of it, if he did not actually 
see it; though he thought it possible that the captain and 
owners may have had some such plan in contemplation, 
and conversed together on it, in Betts's presence. As 
there were plenty of tools on board, howevfir, by using 
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just commenced, and he was in hopes of being able to 
prepare one bed, al leasf, in time to obtain useful vegetables 

The Rancocus had a great many planks and boards in 
her hold, a part of the ample provision made by her own- 
ers for Ihe peculiar voyage on which slie had been sent. 
Of real cargo, indeed, she had very little,, the commerce 
between the civilized man and the savage being ordinarily 
on those great principles of Free Trade, of which so much 
is said of late years, while so little is understood, and which 
usually give the lion's share of the profit to them who need 
it least. With some of these planks, Mark made a staging 
for bis raft. By Ihe time he was ready. Bob returned with 
a load of loam, and, on the next outward voyage, the raft 
was taken as well as the dingui. Mark had fitted pins and 
grummets, by which the raft was rowed, he and Bob im- 
pelling it, when light, very easily at the rate of two miles 
in the hour. 

Mark found Betts's deposit of decayed vegetable matter 
even larger and more accessible tha'n he had hoped for. 
A hundred loads might be got without even using a wheel- 
barrow; and to all appearances there was enough of it to 
give a heavy dressing to many acres, possibly to the whole 
area of the crater. The first thing the young man did was 
to choose a suitable place, dig it well up, mixing a suffi- 
ciency of guano with il, agreeably to Betts's directions, 
and then to put in some of his asparagus roots. After this 
he scattered a quantity of the seed, raking the ground well 
after sowing. By the time this was done, Bob had both 
dingui and raft loaded, when they pulled the last back to 
the reef, towing the boat. In this manner our two mari- 
ners continued to work most of the time, for the ne\t furt- 
night, making, daily, more or less trips to the ' loam-rock',' 
as they called the place where this precious deposit had 
been made; though they neglected none of their other ne- 
cessary duties. As the distance was short, they could 
come and go many times in a day, transporting at each 
trip about as much of the loam ns would make an ordinary 
American cart-load of manure. In the whole, by Mark's 
computation, they got across about fifty of these cargoes, 
'a the cou'se of their twelve days' work, The entire day. 
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however, was on no occasion given up wholly to this pur 
suit. On the contrary, many little odd tasks wore com 
pleted, which were set by their necessities,- or by fore 
thought and prudence. All the empty water-casks, for one 
thing, were rolled ashore, and filled at the largest pool; 
tliefrequenoy of the rains admonishing them of the wisdom 
of making a provision for the dry season. The Rancocus 
had a good deal of water still left in her, some of it being 
C!ice!lenl Delaware river water, though she had filled up 
at Valparaiso, after passing the Horn. Mark counted the 
full casks, and allowing ten gallons a day for Bob and him- 

lilf, a good deal more than could be wanted, there re- 
mained in the ship fresh water enough to last them two 
years. It is true, it was not such water as the palate often 
craved of a warm day ; but they were accustomed to it, and 
it was sweet. By keeping it altogether between decks, the 

un hal no power on it and it was even more palatable 
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Drotected ihe ship, and pulling towards a bit of naked i sck 
a short distance bayond it, where he fancied he might find 
a particulaf sort of little fish, that greatly resembled the 
Norfolk Hog-iish, one of the most (ieiicious little creatures 
for the pan that is to be found in all the finny tribe. He 
had been gone a couple of hours, when Mark, who was at 
work within the crater, picking up the encrusted ashes that 
Jbrnied its surface, heard Bob's shout outside, as if he 
wished assistance. Throwing down the pick, -our young 
man ran om, and was not a little surprised to see the sort 
of cargo' with which Bob was returning to port. It would 
seem that a great collection of sea-weed had formed to 
windward of the rock where Bob had gone to fish, at which 
spot it ordinarily gathered in a pile uiMil the heap became 
loo large to lodge any longer, when, owing to the form of 
the rock, it invariably broke adrift, and passed to the 
siuthward of the Reef floating to leeward to fetch up on 
soue otherTock or island in that dire<,tion Bob hid 
mmaged t<i get this raft round a pitticular pomt in the 
reef when the wind and current carried it as neir as 
light be directly towards the crater He was cilling to 
Mark to (XHne to his assistance to help gel the ratt into a 
s rt ot bay ahead ol him where it might be lodged else 
w uld there be ihe danger ot it-- dnlting past the Reef, 
ifter all his pims Our young man <iaw at once what 
« IS wanted gtt a line surceeded in throwing it to Bob 
tnd by hnuimg upon it brought the whole mass ashore in 
the very ^p t Betf wiihed to see it landed 

This sea weed prtved to be a great acquisition on more 
accounts ihin one There wi" as much of it in quantity 
as would haie made two giod sized loads ot hay Then 
n any small shell hsh uere found among it which the pigs 
and poultry ate with tvidity It also contained seedi that 
the tiwls picked up as reidily is if it had been corn The 
hogs, moreover masticated a good deal of the weed, and 
poor Kitty, the only one of the domestic animals on the 
Reef that was not now living to its heart's content, nibbled 
at it, with a species of half-doubting faith in its salubrity. 
Although it was getting to be late in the afternoon, Mark 
and Bob got two of Friend Abraham White's pitchforks 
(for the worthy (Quaker had sent these, among other im- 
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plements of husbandry, as a peace-offering to the Fejee 
savages), and went to work with a hearty good-will, iaiidea 
nil this weed, loaded it up, and wheeled it into the crater, 
leaving just enough outside to satisfy the pigs and the 
poultry. This task conclnded tlie first week of the labour 
ul ready mentioned. 

At the tennination of the second week, Mark and Betts 
held a council on the subject of their future prooeedingh. 
At this contiii!ta.tion it was decided that it would he better 
lo finish the picking up of a considerable plot of ground, 
one of at least half an acre in extent, that whs 'already 
commenced, within the crater, scatter their compost over 
it, and spade all up together, and plant, mixing in as much 
of the sea-weed as they couid conveniently spade under, 
Nothwithslanding their success in finding the loam, and 
this last discovery of a means of getting sea-weed in large 
supplies to the Reef, Mark was not very sanguine of suc- 
cess in his gardening. The loam appeared lo him to be 
cold and sour, as well as salt, though a good deal fresh- 
ened by the rain since it was put in the crater ; and he 
knew nothing of the effects of guano, except through the 
somewhat confused accounts of Bob. Then the plain of 
the crater offered nothing beside a coarse and shelly ashes. 
These ashes were deep enough for any agricultural pur- 
pose, it is true, for Mark could work a crowbar down into 
them its entire length; but they appeared to him to be 
totally wanting in the fertilizing principle. Nor could he 
uccount for the absence of everything like vegetation, on 
or about the reef, if the elements of plants of any sort were 
to be found in the substances of which it was composed. 
He had read, however, that the territory around active 
volcanoes, and which was far enough removed from tlie 
vent to escape from the destruction caused by lava, scotife 
and heat, was usually highly fertile, in consequence of the 
ashes and impalpable dust that was scattered in the airy 
but seeing no proofs of any such fertility here, he supposed 
that the adjacent sea had swallowed up whatever there 
might have been of these bountiful gifts. With these im- 
pressions, it is not surprising that Mark was disposed to 
Batisfy himself with a moderate beginning, in preference 
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to tVirowiiig away time and labour ia endeavouring to pro- 
duce resoui'ces which after ail would fail tliem, 

Mark's plan, as laid before hia companion, on the occa- 
sion of the council mentioned, was briefly this : — He pro- 
posed to pass the next month in preparing the haJf-acre 
they had commenced upon, and in getting ia seed; after 
which they could do no more than trust tbeir husbandry 
to Providence and the seasons. As soon as done with the 
tillage, it was his idea that they ouglit to overhaul the ship 
thoroughly, ascertain what was actually in her, and, if the 
materials of the boat mentioned by Betts were really to be 
found, to set that craft up as soon as possible, and to get 
it into the water. Should tiiey not find the frame and 
planks of the pinnace, as Betts seemed to think they would, 
they must go to work and get out the best frame they 
could themselves, and construct such a craft as their own 
skill could contrive. After building such a boat, it was 
Mark's opinion that he and Bob could navigate her across 
that tranquil ocean, until they reached the coast of South 
America, or some of the islands ihat were known to be 
friendly to the white man ; for, fifty yeacs ago, it will be 
remembered, we did not possess the same knowledge of 
the Pacific that we possess to-day, and mariners did not 
trust themselves always with confidence among the natives 
of its islands. With this plan pretty well sketched out, 
then, our mariners saw the first month of their captivity 
among the unknown reefs of this remote quarter of the 
world, draw to its close. 

Mark was a little surprised by a proposal that he re- 
ceived from Bob, next morning, which was the Sabbath, of 
course. " Friends have monthly meetings," Beds observed, 
" and he thought they ought to set up some such day on 
the Reef. He was willing to keep Christmas, if Mark 
saw fit, but rather wished to pay proper respect to all the 
festivals and observances of Friends." Mark was secretly 
amused with this proposition, even v^hile it pleased him. 
The miinthiy meeting of the duakers was for the secular 
part of church business, as much as for the purposes of 
religious worship ; and Bob having all those concerns in 
his own hands, it was not so easy to see how a stated day 
was to aid him any in carrying out his church government 
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But Mark understoud the feeling which dictated this re- 
quest, and was disposed to deal gently by it. Belts' was 
becoming daily more and more conacioiis cf his depend- 
ence «n a Divine Providence, in the situation in which he 
was thrown; and his mind, as well as his feelings, natu- 
rally enough reverted to early impressions and habits, in 
their search for present relief. Bob had not the clearest 
nations of either the theory or practice of his sect, but he 
remembered much of the last, and believed he should be 
acting right by conforming as closely as possible to the 
' usages of Friends.' Mark promised to take the matter 

an early day. 

The following Monday it rained nearly the whole morn- 
ing, coiifiuing our maririers to the ship. They took th[it 
occasion to overhaul the ' 'twixt-deck' more thoroughly 
than had yet been done, and particularly to give the seed- 
boxes a close examination. Much of the lumber, and most 
of the tools too, were stowed on this deck, and something 
like a survey was also made of them. The frame and 
other materials o( the pinnace were looked for, in addition, 
but without any success. If in the ship at all, they were 
certainly not betwixt decks. Mark was still of opinion no 
Buch articles would ever be found ; but Betts insisted on 
the conversation he had overheard, and on his having 
rightly understood it. The provision of tools was very 
ample, and, in some respects, a little exaggerated in the 
way of friend White's expectations of civilizing the people 
of Fejee. It may be well, here, to say a word concerning 
the reason that the Itancocus contained so many of these 
tributes to civilization. The voyage of the ship, .it will 
be remembered, was in quest of sandal-wood. This san- 
dal-wood was to be carried to Canton and sold, and a cargo 
of teas taken in with the avails. Now, sandai-wood was 
supposed to be used for the purposes of idolatry, being said 
to be burned before the gods of that heathenish people, 
Idolatry being one of the chiefest of all sins. Friend Abra- 
ham White had many compunctions and misgivings of 
conscience touching the propriety of embarking in the 
trade at ail. It was true, that our knowledge of the Chi- 
vese customs did not e Ktend hr enough to render it cer- 
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tain that the wood was used for the purpose of burning 
before idols, some pretending it was made into ornamental 
furniture: but Friend Abraham White had heard the first, 
and was disposed to provide a set-off, in tlie event of the 
report's being true, by endeavouring to do something to- 
wards the civilization of the heathen. Had he been a 
Presbyterian merchant, of a religious turn, it is probable 
a quantity of tracts would have been made to answer the 
purpose; but, belonging to a sect whose practice was 
generally as perfect as its theory is imperfect. Friend 
Abraham White's conscience was not to be satisfied with 
any such shallow contrivance. It is true that he expected 
to make many thousands of doilars by the voyage, and 
doubtless would so have done, had not the accident be- 
fallen the ship, or had poor Captain Crutchely drank less 
in honour of his wedd g-d y b ! m 1 

seeds, pigs, wheelbarr d 1 h ly 

tended to better ihe d f 1 f V 

Levu and Viti Levu, d d I les 

^han one thousand doll 1 f 1 y f h p bl 

In looking over the p k g M k f d wh I 
seed, and Timothy se d h h ffi 

quantity to cover mos f 1 f I Th 

weather temporarily ! ff h II d B h d 

they went ashore tog I M k y g f h 

grass seed in a pail, while. Betts foil d h 1 

hold guano. Providing a quantity of the last from a barrel 
that had been previously filled with it, and covered to protecl 
it from the rain, they clambered up the side of the crater. 
This was the first time either had ascended since the day 
they finished planting there, and Mark approached bis hills 
with a good deal of freshly-revived interest in their fate. 
From thftit he expected very little, having had no loam to 
mix with the ashes; bur, by dwelling so much of late on 
the subject of tillage, he was not without faint hopes of 
meeting with some little reward for the pains he had taken. 
Thereader will judge of the rapture then, aa well as of the 
surprise, with which he first saw a hdl of melons, already 
in the fourth leaf. Here, then, was the great probleni 
successfully solved. Vegetation had actually commence.1 
on that hitherto ban en mount, and the spot which had lain 
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—how long, Mark knew not, but probably for a thousand 
years, if not for thousands of years, in its nakedness— was 
about to be covered with verdure, and blest with fruiifd- 
ness. The inert principles which, brought to act together^ 
had produced this sudden change from barrenness to fer- 
lility, had probably been near neighbours to each otiier all 
that time, but had failed of bringing forth their fruits, for 
the want of absolute contact. So Mark reasoned, for he 
nothing doubted that it was Betts's goano that had stimu- 
lated the otherwise barren deposit of the volcano, and 
caused his seed to germinate. The tillage may have aided, 
as well as the admission of air, light and water-; but some- 
thing more than this, our young gardener fancied, was 
wanting to success. That something the manure of birds, 
meliorated and altered by time, had supplied, and lo ! the 
glorious results were before his eyes. 

It would not be easy to pourtray to the reader all the 
deljght which these specks of incipient verdure conveyed 
to the mind of Mark Woolston. It far exceeded the joy 
that would be apt to be awakened by a relief from an ap- 
prehension of wanting food at a distant day, for it resem- 
bled something of the character of a new creation. He 
went from hill to hill, and everywhere did he discover 
plants, some jUst peeping through the ashes, others already 
m leaf, and all seemingly growing and thriving. Fortu^ 
nately, Kitty had not been on the mount for the last fort- 
night, her acquired habits, and the total nakedness of lb: 
hills, having kept her below with the other animals, since 
her first visits. Mark saw the necessity of keeping her 
off the elevation, which she would certainly climb the in- 
stant anything like verdure caught hpr eyes from below. 
He determined, therefore, to confine her to the ship, until 
he had taken the preciutiona necessary to prevent her ac 
cending the mount. This last was easily enough done. 
On the exterior of the hills there were but three places 
where even a goat could get op. This was owing to the 
circumstance that the base of the ascent rose like a wall, 
for some ten or twelve feet, everywhere but at the three 
points mentioned. It appeared to Mark as if the sea hat! 
formerly washed around the crater, giving this form to it; 
bottom for so wall-like was the rock for these ten or twelve 



iLvGoOglf 



OR, VULCAN'S PEAK. 105 

feet, that it would have defied the efTorts of a man for a 
long time, t« overcome the difficulties of tbe ascent. At 
two of tJie places where the debris had made a rough foot- 
ing, half an hour's work would remove the material, and 
leave these spots as impassable ag the others. At the third 
point, it might require a good deal of labor to effect the 
object. At this last place, Mark told Betts it would be 
necessary, for the moment, to make some sort of a fence. 
Within the crater, it was equally difficult to ascend, except 
at oae or two places ; but these ascents our mariners 
thought of improving, by making steps, as the animals 
were effectually excluded from the plain within by means 
of the sail which served for a curtain at the gateway, or 
hole of entrance. 

As soon as Mark had recovered a little from his first 
surprise, he sent Bob below to bring up some buckets filled 
with the earth brought from Loam Rock, or island. This 
soil was laid carefully around each of the plants, the two 
working alternately at the task, until a bucket-full had 
been laid in each hill. Mark did not know it at the time, 
but subsequent experience gave him reason to suspect, that 
this forethought saved most of his fevourites from prema- 
ture deaths. Seed might germinate, and the plants shoot 
luxuriantly from out of the ashes of the volcano, under the 
united influence of the sun and rains, in that low latitude ; 
but it was questionable whether the nourishment to be def- 
rived from such a soil, if soil it could yet be called, would 
prove to be sufficient to sustain the plants when they got 
to be of an age and size to demand all the support they 
wanted. So convinced did Mark become, as the season 
advanced, of the prudence of what he then did out of a 
mere impulse, that he passed hours, subsequently, in raising 
loam to the summit of the mount, in order to place it in 
the different hills. For this purpose. Bob rigged a little 
derrick, and fitted a whip, so that the buckets were whipped 
up, swlor-fashion, after two or three experiments made in 
lugging them up by hand had suggested to tlia honest fel- 
low that there might he a cheaper mode of obtaioiag their 
wishes. 

When Mark was temporarily satisfied with gazing at his 
now-found treasures, he weit to work to scatter the grass 



iLvGoOglf 



ib tuechatbr; 

El id over the summit and sides of '.lie crater. Inside, there 
w 3 not much motive for sowing anything, the rock being 
sa nearly perpendicular ; but on the outside of the hill, or 
'ROUQtain,' as Bob invariably called it, the first ten or 
tw-Ive feet excepted, there could be no obstacle to the 
see la taking ; though from the want of soil much of it, Mark 
km «■, must be lost ; but, if it only took in spots, and gare 
hin. a few green patches for the eye to rest on, he felt he 
sboi' Id be amply rewarded for his trouble. Bob scattered 
gnat o wherever he scattered graas-seed, and in this way 
they walked entirely round the, crater, Mark using up at 
ieaal lialf of Friend Abraham White's provision in behalf 
of tb.* savages of Fejee, in the way of the grasses. A 
genial, soft rain soon came to moisten this seed, and to em- 
bed it with whatever there was of soil on the aurface, giv- 
ing it tiierj chance to take root that circumstances would 

This preliminary step taken towards covering the face 
of the tKOunt with verdure, our mariners went to work to 
lay out ttwir garden, regularly, within the crater. Mark 
manifested a good deal of ingenuity in this matter With 
occasional <ixceptions the surface of the plain, or the bot- 
tom of the crater, was an even crust of no great thick- 
ness, eompn!«d of concrete ashes, scorisi, &.c., but which 
might have tiocne the weight of a loaded wagon. This 
crust once broken, which it was not very difficult to do by 
means of picliu and crows, the materials beneath were found 
loose enough fr.r the purposes of agricuhure, almost without 
using the spadii. Now, space' being abundant, Mark drew 
lines, in fanciful and winding paths, leaving the crust for 
his walks, and only breaking into the loose materials be- 
neath, wherever he wished to form a bed. This variety 
served to amuse ^im and Betts, and they worked with so 
much ihe greaUr zeal, as their labours produced objects 
that were agreeable to the eye, and which amused them 
now, while they (womised to benefit them hereafter. As 
each bed, whethei oval, winding or straight, was dug, the 
loam and sea-weeJ was mixed up in it, in great abundance, 
after which it was wwn, or planted. 

Mark was fully aware that many of Friend Abraham 
While's seeds, if ^.hey grew and brought their fruits to 
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nieht the plants on the mount had made great advance , 
■hSwing the ejuberance and growth of a tropical climate. 
It sometime., nay, it oBeii happens, that when the sun is 
the most genial for vegetation, tnoistore is wanting to aiii 
its power, and, in some respects, to oounteraot its inHu- 
ence These .oug ai-d periodical droughts, however, are 
not so moch owing to heat as to other and local cause.. 
Mark now began to hope, as the spring advanced, that his 
little territory was to he exempt, in a great measure, from 
the curse of droughts, the trades, and some other cause, 
that to him were unknown, bringing clouds so often that 
not only shed their rain upon his garden, but which served 
in a griat measure to mitigate a heat that, without shade 
of some sort or other, wonld be really intolerable. 

With a view to the approaching summer, our mariners 
tnrned their attention to the constructing of a tent withm 
the crater. They got some old sail, and some spars »ihore, 
,„d soon had a spacious, a. well as a comfortable habita- 
tion of this sort erected. Not only did they spread a spa- 
cious lent for themselves, within tl e era er hu they erected 
mothei , or a .ort of canopy rati e on s onfide, for the 
use of the animal., tvhich look efmre benea li it, during 
the heat, of the day, with an a 1 , th. i o ed how wel- 
come it was. Thi. outside led r ca p) required. 
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good deiil of care iu its construction, to resist lhi» winJ, 
while that inside scarce ever felt the breeze. This wiini 
of wind, or of air in motion, indeed, formed the most se- 
rious objection to the crater, as a place of residence, in the 
hot months ; and the want of breeze that was suffered in 
the tent, sel Mark to work to devise expedients for build- 
ing some sort of lent, or habitation, on the m uat itself, 
where it would be always cool, provided one could get a 
protection from the fierce rays of the sun. 

After a good deal of search, Mark selected a spot on the 
' Summit,' as he began to term the place, and pitched hia 
tent on, it. Holes were made iu the soft rocks, and pieces 
of spars were inserted, to answer for posts. With a com- 
mencement as solid as this, it was not difficult to make the 
walls of the tent (or marquee would be the belter word, 
since both hnb'itations had nearly upright sides) by means 
of an old fore-course. In order to get the canvas up there, 
however, it was found necessary to cut out th<S pieces be- 
low, when, by means of the purchase at the derrick, it was 
all hoisted to the Summit, 

These several arrangemeiits occupied Mark and Bob 
another fortnight, completing the first quarter of a yeai 
tiiey iiad passed on the Reef. By this time they had goi 
accustomed to their "situation, and had fallen into regiilai 
courses of duty, though the increasing heats admonisheo 
both of the prudence of not exposing themselves too mud 
beneath the fiery sun. at noon-dny. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

«II(iH',*oin the full-grown day a beamy shower 
Gleams on the lake, and gilds each glossy flowe;. 
Gay insects sparkle in the genial blaze, 
Various as Mgbi, and countless as its rays — 
Now, from yon range of rocks, strong rays rebound. 
Doubling tbe day on flow'ry plains around." 

After the tent on the Summit was erected, Mailt passed 
much of his leisure time there. Thither he conveyed 
many of his books, of which he had a very reapectahle col- 
lection, his flute, and a portion of his wriling materials, 
ThereJie could sit and watch the growth of the different 
vegetahies he was cultivating. As for Bob, he fished a 
good deal, both in the way of supplies and for his amuse- 
ment. The pigs and poultry fared well, and everything 
seemed to thrive hut poor Kitty. She loved to follow Mark, 
and cast many a longing look up at the Summit, whenever 
she saw him strolling about among his plants. 

Tl g tables on the Summit, or those firs* put into 

h d flouriBhed surprisingly. Loam had bp*!n added 

p dl nd they wanted for nothing that could bring 

f d gelation. The melons soon began to run, as 

d 1 h umbers, squashes, and pumpkins ; anrt by the 

d f he lext month, there were a dozen large patches 

1 I that were covered by a dense verduri\ Nor 

w I II ; Mark making n discovery about this time, 

h ff d d him almost as jiuch happiness as when he 

h melons in leaf. He was seated one dHy, with 

i w II f his tent brailed up, in order to iillow the wind 

bl w 1 ugh, when something dark on the rock caught 

h y This spot was stirne little distance from him, and 

g he found that large quantities of his grass-seSd 

1 d Uy taken! Now he might hope to convert that 

1 I k ng, and often glaring rock, into a beautiful 

y h 11 nd render that which was sometimes paiDfiil 

10 
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to the eyes, a pleasure to look upon. The young mail 
uiiiler stood the laws i»f vegetntion well enough to be cer- 
tain thai could the roots of jfraases once insinuate iliein- 
selies inio the almost invisible crevices of the crust thai 
coveted 'he place, ihey would of themselves let in light, 
air and water enouijh for their own wants, and thus in- 
crease tUe very fectilily on which they Bubsiated. He did 
not fail, however, to aid nature, by scattering a fresh sup- 
ply of guano a!l over the hill. 

While Mark was thus employed at home. Bob rowed out 
tii ihe r, ef, bringing in his fiah in such quantities that it 
occurred to Mark to convert them also into manure. A 
fre.sh half-acre was accordingly broken up, within the cra- 
ter, the o<)ol of the mornings and of the evenings being 
taken for the toil ; and, aa soon as a bed was picked over, 
quiintiti J offish were buried in it, and left there to decay. 
Nor did Betts neglect the aea-weed the while. On several 
occasions he floated large bodies of it in, from the outer 
■eefs, which were ail safely landed and wheeled into the 
crater, where a,long pile of it was formed, tniiigled with 
loam from Loam Island, and guano. This work, however, 
gradual!* ceased, as the season advanced, and summer 
came in earnest. That season, however, did not prove by 
any means aa formidable as Mark had anticipated, the sea- 
breezes keeping the place cool and refreshed. Our mari- 
neis now missed the rain, which was by no means as fre- 
quiint a it had been, though it fell in larger quantities 
when it .lid come. The stock Tiad to be watered for several 
weeks, the power of the sun causing all the water that 
lodged ill the cavities of the rocks to evaporate almost im- 
mediately. 

t) ■ g th t' t I m ■ h 
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it, and among other articles two barrels of good sharp 
vinegar, which Friend Abraham White had caused to be 
put on board to be used with anything that could be pic- 
kled, as an anti-scorbutic. The onions and cucumbers 
both promising so well, Mark rejoiced at this discovery, 
determining at once to use some of the vinegar on a part 
of hia expected crop of those two vegetables. 

One day as Bob was rummaging about in the hold, and 
Mark was looking on, that being the coolest place on ihft 
whole reef, the former got hold of a piece of wood, and 
began to tug at it to draw it out from among a pile that lay 
in a dark corner. After several efiforts, the stick came, 
when Mark, struck with a glimpse he got of its form, bade 
Bob bring it under the light of the hatchway. The instant 
he got a good look at it, Woolston knew that Bob's ' fool- 
ish, crooked stick, which was fit to stow nowhere,' as the 
honest fellow had described it when it gave him so much 
trouble, was neither more nor less than one of the ribs of 
a boat of larger size than common. 

" This is providential, truly !"■ exclaimed Mark, " Your 
crooked stick. Bob, is a part of the frame of the pinnace 
of which you spoke, and which we had given up, as a thing 
not to be found on board !" 

" You 're right, Mr, Mark, you 're right I" answered Bob 
— " and I must have been oncommon stupid not to have 
thought of it, when it came so hard. And if there's one 
of the boat's bones stowed in that place, there must be 
more tp be found in the same latitude." 

This was true enough. After wojking in that dark 
corner of the hold for several hours, all the materials of 
the intended craft were found and collected in the steerage. 
Neither Mark nor Betls was a boat-builder, or a ship- 
wright ; but each had a certain amount of knowledge on 
the subject, and each well knew where every piece was 
intended to be put. What a revolution this discovery 
made in the feelings of our young. husband! He had never 
totally despaired of seeing Bridget again, for that would 
scarce have comported with his youth and sanguine tem- 
perament; but the hope had, of late, become so very dim, 
as to survive only as that feeling w!" 1 endure in the bosoma 
of the youthful and inexperienced Mark had lived a long 
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time for his years; had seen more and performed far moie 
than usually falls to persons of his age, and he was, by 
character, prudent and practical ; but it would ,have been 
impiisaible for one who had lived as long and as well as 
liimseif, to give up every expectation of being restored to 
Ins bride, even in circumstances more discouraging than 
those in which lie was actually placed. Still, he had been 
elowly accustoming himself fo the idea of a protracted 
Beparation, and had never lost sight of the expediency of 
making his preparations for passing his entire life in tlie 
solitary place where he and Betts had been cast bv a mys- 
terious and unexpected dispensation of a Divine Provi- 
dence. When Bob, from time to time, insisted on his 
account of the materials for the pinnace being \a the ship, 
Mark had listened incredulously, unconscious himself how 
much his mind had been occupied by Bridget when this 
part of (he cargo had been taken in, and unwilling to be- 
lieve such an acquisition could have been made without 
his knowledge. Now that he saw it, however, a tumultu- 
ous rushing of all the blood in his body towards his heart, 
almost- overpowered him, and the future entirely changed 
Its aspects. He did not doubt an instant, of the ability of 
Bob and himself to put these blessed materials together, or 
of their success in navigating flie mild sea around them 
for any necessary distance, in a craft of the size this must 
turn out to be. A bright vista, with Bridget's brighter 
countenance at its termination, glowed before his imagina- 
tion, and a great deal of wholesome philosophy and Chris- 
turn submission were unsettled, as it might be, in the 
twinkling of an eye, by this all-important discovery. Mark 
had never abandoned the thought of constructing a little 
ressel with materials torn from the ship ; but that would 
have been a most laborious, as well as a doubtful experiment, 
while here was the problem solved, with a certainly and 
precision almost equal to one in mathematics! 

The agitation and revulsion of feeling produced in Mark 
by the discovery of the materials of the pinnace, were so 
great as to prevent him from maturing any plan for several 
days. During that time he could perceive in himself an 
alteration that amounted almost to an entire chanse of 
character The vines on (he Summit were now in fi ' 
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leaf, and iliey covered broad patches of the mck wiili t.lieir 
luxuriant vegetation, while the grass could actually be seen 
from the ahjp, converting the drab-coloured concretiojis 
of the mount into slopes and acclivities of verdure. Bui, 
all this delighted him no longer. Home and Bridget met 
him even in the fanciful and now thriving beds within the 
crater, where everything appeared to push forward with a 
luxuriance and promise of return, far exceeding what had 
once been his fondest expectations. He could see nothing, 
anticipate nothing, talk of nothing, think of nothing, but 
these new-found means of quitting the Reef, and of return- 
ing to the abodes of men, and to the arms of his young 
wife. 
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lion and examinMicn indoced M.rk to .elecl the spol he 
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two Slould the water be actually driven up h R f, 
so as to admit of a current to wash aero^ it, or the waves 
ia roll all ins its surface, the pinnace would be in the great- 
est danger of being carried off before it could be even 
launched All these things Mark bore in mind, and he 
dio-^e the spot he did, with an eye to these floods, alto- 
srctLer. It might be six or eight months before they could 
bi! ready to get the pinnace into the water, and it now 
wanted Imt six to the stormv season. At the western, or 
leeward, extremity of the island, the little craft would be 
under the lee of the crater, which would form a sort ol 
bre-ikwaier, and might be the means of pretenting it from 
beiiiff washed away. Then the rocTi, just at that spot, was 
Ihr.e or four feet higher than at any other point, suffl- 
ciei itly nttar the sea to admit of launching with ease; and the 
two advantages united, induced our young ' reefer' to incur 
the labm.r of transporting the materials the distance named, 
,n 1 reference to foregoing them. The raft, however, waa 
put in requisition, and the entire frame, with a few of the 
planks necesr-iary for a oomm en cement, was carried round 
at t ne ^ad. 
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Previously to laying the keel of the pinnace, Mark aamed 
it the Neshamoiiy, after a creek that was nearly oppouite 
to the Rancocus, another inlet of the Delaware, that had 
given ite name to the ship from the ciicii instance that 
Friend Abraham White hud been born on its low banks. 
The meaus of aven.ug the pains and penalties of working 
in the sun, were also attended to, as indeed the great pre- 
liminary measure io this new enterprise. To this end, the 
raft was again put in requisition; an old main-course was 
got out of the sail-room, and lowered upon the raft ; spare 
spars were cut to the necessary length, and thrown into 
the water, lo be towed down in company ; ropes, &.C., were 
provided, and Bob sailed anew on this voyage. It was a 
work of a good deal of labour to get the raft to windward, 
towing having been resorted to as the easiest process, but 
1 Crip to leeward was soon made. In twenty minutes after 
ihia cargo had left the ship, it reached its point of desti- 

The only time when our men could work at even their 
awning, wore two hours early in the morning, and as many 
after the sun had got very low, or had absolutely set. Eight 
boles had to be drilled into the lava, lo a depth of two feet 
each. Gunpowder, in very small quantities, was used, or 
these holes could not have been made in a twelvemonth. 
But by drilling with a crowbar a foot or two into the rock, 
and charging the cavity with a very small portion of pow- 
der, the lava was cracked, when the stones rather easily 
were raised by means of the picks and crows. Some idea 
may be formed of the amount of labour that was expended 
on this, the first step in the new task, by the circumstance 
that a month was passed in setting those eight awning-posts 
alone. When up, however, they perfeody answered the 
purpose, everything having been done in a thorough, sea- 
man-like manner. At the top of each post, itself a portion 
of solid spar, a watch-tackle was lashed, by means of which 
ihe sail was bowsed up to its place. To prevent the bag- 
ging unavoidable in an awning of that size, several up- 
rights were set in the centre, on end, answering their pur- 
]>ose sufficieniiy without boring into the rocks. 

B jb was in raptures with the new ' ship-yard.' It was 
•s large as the mainsail of a ship of fou Hundred tons. 
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Mark louiid t-quashes, cucumbers, onions, sweet potdtoes, 
tomatoes, string-beans, and two or three other vegetables, 
all equally fit to be used. From that time, some of these 
plants were put into the pot daily, and certain slight ap- 
prehensions which Wooiston had begun again to entertain 
on the subject of scurvy, were soon dissipated. As for the 
garden within the crater, which was much the most exten- 
sive and artistical, it was -somewhat behind that on the 
Summit, having been later tilled; but everything, there, 
looked equally promising, and Mark saw that one acre, 
well worked, would produce more than he and Betts could 
consume in a twelvemonth. 

It was an important day on the Reef when the keel of 
the pinnace was laid. On examining his materials, Mark 
ascertained that the boat-builders had marked and num- 
bered each portion of the frame, each plank, and every- 
thing else that belonged to the pinnace, Holes were 
bored, and everything had been done in the boat-yard that 
coTild be useful to those who, it was expected, were to put 
the work together in a distant part of the world. This 
greatly facilitated our new boat-builders' labours il the 
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-V.)' of skill, besides having done so mucli of the actual 
toil to their hands. As soon as the keel was laid, Mark 
set up the frame, which came together with very little 
trouble. The wailes were then got out, and were fitted, 
each piece being bolted in its allotted placed As the work 
had already been put together, there was little or no dub- 
bing necessary. Aware that the parts had once been ac- 
curately fitted to each other, Mark was careful not to dis- 
turb their arrangement by an unnecessary use of the adze, 
or bi-oad-axe, experimenting and altering the positions of 
the limbers and planks; but, whenever he met with any 
obstacle, in preference to cutting and changing the mate- 
rials themselves, he persevered until the parts came to- 
gether as had been contemplated. By observing this cau- 
tion, the whole frame was set up, the wailes were fitted and 
bolted, and the gar board-streak got on and secured^ without 
taking off a particle of the wood, though a week was ne- 
cessary to effect the^e desired objects. 

Our mariners now measured their new frame. The 
keel was just four-aud-twenly feet long, the distance be- 
tween the knight-hesds and the taffrail being six feet 
greater; the beam, from outside to outside, was nine feet, 
and the hold might be computed at five feet in depth! 
This gave something like a measurement of eleven tons' 
the pinnace having been intended for a craft a trifle smaller 
than this. As a vessel of eleven Ions might make very 
good weather in a sea-way, if properly handled, the result 
gave great satisfaction, Mark cheering Bob witli accounts 
of crafts, of much smaller dimensions, that had navigated 
the more stormy seas, with entire safety, on various occa- 

The planking of the Neshaniony was no great matter, 
being completed the week it was commenced. The caulk- 
ing, however, gave more trouble, though Bob had done a 
good deal of that sort of work in his day. It took a fort- 
night for the honest fellow to do the cau-lking to hi.s own 
mind, and before it was finished another great discovery 
was made by rummaging in the ship's hold, in quest of 
some of the fastenings which had not at first been found, 
A quantity of old sheet -cop per, that had run its time on u 
vessel's bottom, was brought to light, marked " copper for 
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the pinnace." Friend Abraham White had bethought h 
of the worms of the low latitudes, and had sent out enouj,.- 
of the refuse copper of a vessel that had been broken itp 
!r the bottom of this little craft fairly ud to her bends 
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But Bob made a sugTesliun winch cl anwpd this plan t id 
caused a dela} that was attended with \ei\ sen us cinoe 
quences 

Ihe Heather had become i-ioud> and i litlle iemi,ing 
fir the last tew liay and Bob proposed thit tl ev '^1 tuld 
loii'er the awnin« get up shears on the rock an I atSji the 
mdat of the pinmce betDre tliey launched her wan eitis 
oi saving some hbour The spar was not veil heavy it 
was true ind il might be stepped by crossi ig a couple of 
the oars in the boal itself but t co iple of !i|;l t sp irs — 
top gallant studding sail booms fjr instance — w dd e lable 
them to do It much more reidily before the cri i was pnt 
inlo the water than it could be done ifteiwat Is Mark 
listened (o the suggestion and acquiesced Tie iwnm" 
was consequently lovpered and got out of the ly To 
prevent the h >gs from tearing tne am! it wis placed n 
twi of the wheel!) irrows and wheeled up into llie eiatfr 
whither those animals had never yet lound then way 
Then the sheara were got up and the mast w ? stepped 
and rigged the boats saila uere fiund ind he t Mark 
now thought enough had been done and fhil the next 
day the] might un lertake the Hunch But an ther sug 
gestion of Bob s delayed the proceedmgs 

The weather still continued clouded and nenacing 
Belts was of opinion therefore ihit it might I e w II to 
stow the proi isions and water they intended lo lae m the 
pinnace whde she was on the stocks as they c mid work 
round her so muth the more easilv then than ifterwaids 
A d gly h breakers were got out on boir I the sh p 
and f II d h f h water They were then « uok into 
th f Ab 1 of beef and one fpori fdl «el with 
a q y f b d. At tuo trips the raft car ed ill tl e 

p nd res that were wanted, and the caigoea 

w I d d 11 d up to the side of the pinnaii, hoisted 
oh d fh by means of the throat-halliard, snd pro- 
ply d Two grapnels, or rather one gi:ipuel, and 
a II k dg w e found among the pinnace's materials, 
e y h g b I "g to her having been atoned in the 
sa p f h hip. These, too, were carried round to 
the ship-yard, got on board, and their hawsers liiint. In a 
word, every preontation was made that might be necessarj 
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lo make sail on the pinnace, and t p d n h 

It was rather late in the afternc f 1 1 d 1 d d 
day, that Betts himself admitted n co Id b d n 

the Neshamony, previously to put g h h 

When our two mariners ceased hi f h d j 

therefore, it was with the unders d h h y Id 
torn out early m the morning, wedg p d 1 1 V 
hour of daylight remaining, Mark n up I S m 
to select a few melons, and to tak 1 k h f 

the plantations and gardens. Be nd ng h 1 II 

the young man walked through h g d n h 
where everything was flourishing d d II M y 

tf the vegetables were by this ti fi nd i 

was every prospect of there being ffi 1" " y 

r I =ed to meet tlie wants of two or h p n f 1 
pel lod aheid The sight of these f f h Id 

the luxuriance of the different plants, caused i m m n y 
Ipelmg of regret in Mark at the thought of being about to 
quit the place for ever. He even fancied he should have 
1 certain pleasure in returning to the Reef; and once a 
faint outline of a plan came over his mind, in which he 
fancied thil he might bring Bridget to this place, and pass 
the Te< of his life with her, in the midst of its peace and 
tnnquillity This wus but a passing thought, however, 
and was soon forgotten in the pictures I hat crowded on 
his mind m connection with the great anticipated event of 
the next day 

While strolling about the little walks of bia garden, the 
appearance of verdure along the edge of the crater, or imme- 
diately beneath the cliff, caught Mark's eye. Going hastily 
to the spot, he found that there was a long row of plants of 
a new sort, not only appearing above the ground, but already 
in leaf, and rising several inches in height. These were 
the resuhs of the seeds of the oranges, lemons, liines, shad- 
docks, figs, and other fruits of the tropics, that he had 
planted there as an experiment, and forgotten. While his 
mind was occupied with other things, these seeds had sent 
forth their shoots, and the several trees were growing with 
ihe rapidity and luxuriance thwt disliognish vegetation 
within Ihe tropics. As Mark's iinnginytion pictiireif what 
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might be the effecls of cultivation :irid care on that siugulnr 
apot, a sigh of regret mingled with his hopes for the future, 
na he recollected he was so Soon lo abandon the place for 
ever; while on the Summit, too, this feeling of regret was 
increased, rather than diminished. So much of the grass- 
seed had taken, and the roots had already so far extended, 
that acres were beginning to look verdant and smiling! 
Two or three months had brought everytjiing forward pro- 
digiously, and the frequency of the rains in showers, added 
10 the -genial warmth of the sun, gave to vegetation a quick- 
ness and force that surprised, as much as it delighted our 
young man. 

That night Mark and Betts both slept in the ship. They 
had a fancy it might be the last in which they could ever 
have any chance of doing so, and altschmeni to the vessel 
induced both to return to their old berths ; for laiterly they 
had slept in hammocks, swung beneath the ship-yard awn- 
ing, in order to be neor their work. Mark was awoke at 
a very early hour, by the howling of a gale among the rig- 
ging and spars of the Rancocus, sounds that he had not 
heard for many, a day, and which, at first, were actually 
pleasant to his ears. Throwing on his clothes, and going 
out on the quarter-deck, he found that a tempest was upon 
them. The storm far exceeded anything that he had ever 
before witnessed in the Pacific. The ocean was violently 
agitated, and the rollers came in over the reef, to wind- 
ward, with a force and majesty that seemed to disregard 
the presence of the rocks. It was just light, and l«ark 
called Bob, in alarm. The aspect of things was really 
serious, and, at first, our mariners had great apprehensions 
for the safety of the ship. It was true, the sea-wall resisted 
every shock of the rollers that reached it, hut even the 
billows after they were broken by this obstacle, came down 
upon the vessel with a violence that brought a powerful 
strain on every rope-yarn in Ihe sheet-cable. Fortunately, 
the ground-tackle, on which the safety of the vessel de- 
pended, was of the very best quality, and the anchor was 
known to have an excellent hold- Then, the preservation 
of the ship was no longer a motive of the first considera- 
tion with them; that of the pinnace being the ihing-now 
most to be regarded. It might grieve iheni both to see 
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(he Raiicocus thrown upon the rocks, and broltL-ri up; hm 
of far greater account was it to their future prospects thai 
thft Neshamony should not be injured. Nor were the signs 
of the danger thai menaced the boat to be disregarded. 
The water of the ocean appeared to be piling4ii among 
these reefs, the rocks of which resisted its passage to lee- 
ward, and already was washing up on the surface of the 
Reef, in places, threatening them with a general inunda- 
tion. It was necessary to look after the security of various 
articles that were scattered about on the ouier plain, and 
oiiT mariners went ashore to do so. 

Although intending so soon to abandon the Reef alti>- 
gether, a sense of caution induced Mark to take every- 
thing he could within the crater. All the lower portions 
of the outer plain were already covered with water, and 
those sagacious creatures, the hogs, showed by their snuff- 
ing and disturbed manner of running about, that they had 
internal as well as external warnings of danger. Mark 
pulled aside the curtain, and let all (he animals into the 
crater. Poor Kitty was delighted to get on the Suinmit, 
whither she soon found her way, bj ascending the steps 
commonly used by her masters. Fortunately for the plants, 
the grass was in too great abundance, and too grateful to 
her, not to be her choice in preference to any other fx>d. 
As for the pigs, they got at work in a pile of sea-weed, and 
overlooked the garden, which was at some distance, until 
fairly glutted, and ready to He down. 

In the meanwhile the tempest increased in violence, the 
Bea continued to pile among the rocks, and the water ac- 
tually covered the whole of the outer plain of the Reef 
Now it was that Mark comprehended how the base of the 
crater had been worn by water, the waves washing past it 
with tremendous violence. There was actually a strong 
current running over the whole of the reef, without the 
crater ; the water rushing to leeward, as if glad to get past 
the obstacle of the island on any terms, in order to hasten 
away before the tempest. Mark was fully half an hour 
engaged in lo<iking to his marquee and its confents, all of 
which were exposed, more or less, to the power of ilie 
gale. After securing his books, furniture, iSic., and seeing 
that the stays of the m-.ri|i4-^i: itself were hkely tohold out, 
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he cast an eye to the -ship, which was on that side of the 
island, also. The staunch old 'Cocus, as Bob called her, 
was rising and falling with the waves that now disturbed 
her usually placid basin ; but, as yet, her cable and anchor 
held her, and no harm was done. Fortunately, our mari- 
ners, when they unbent the sails, had sent down all the 
upper and lighter spars, and had lowered the fore and 
main yards on the gunwale, measures of precaution thst 
greatly lessened the strain on her ground-tackle. The 
top-gall ant-masts had also been lowered, and the vessel 
was what seamen usually term ' snug.' Mark would have 
been very, very sorry to see her lost, even though he did 
expect to have very little more use out of her; for he loved 
the craft from habit. 

After taking this look at the ship, our mate passed round 
the Summit, having iwo or three tumbles on his way in 
consequence of puffs of wind, until he reached the pdint 
over the gate-way, which was that nearest to the ship-yard. 
It now occurred to him that possibly it might become ne- 
cessary to look a little to the security of the NeshamoHy, 
for by this time the water on the reef was two or ihree feet 
deep. To his surprise, on looking round for Bob, whom 
he thought to be at work securing property near the gale- 
way, he ascertained that the honest fellow had waded down 
to the ship-yard, and clambered on board the pinnace, with 
a view to take care of her., The distance between the 
point where Mark now stood and the Neshamony exceeded 
half a mile, and communication with the voice would have 
been next to impossible, had the wind not blown as it did. 
With the roaring of the seas, and the howling of the gale^ 
It was of course entirely out of the question. Mark, how- 
ever, could see his friend, and see that he was gesticulating, 
in the most earnest manner, for himself to join him. Then 
it was he firsi perceived that the pinnace was in motion, 
seeming to move on her ways. Presently the blockinsrs 
were washed from under her, and the boat went astern 
half her length at a single surge. Mark made a bo ind 
down the hill, intending to throw himself into the raging 
surf, and to swim off Co the aid of Betis; but, pausing an 
instant io choose a ^pnt at which to get down the steep, 
he looked towards the ship-yard, &nd saw the pinnace 
lifted or) a sea, and washed fairly clear of the land < 
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"Man's rich with little, ■ 
Natuns is fcuga!, and he 
These few wants answ. 
But fools create themsel 



It would have been madness \a Mark to pursue his in- 
tention. A boat, or craft of any sort, once adrift in such 
a gale, could not have been overinken by even one of tnose 
islanders who are koown to pass half their lives in the 
water; and the young man sunk down on the rock, almost 
gasping for breath in the intensity of his diHlress. He feit 
more for Bob than he did for himself, for escape with life 
appeared to him to be a forlorn hope for his friend. Never- 
theless," the slurdy old sea-dog who was cast adrift, amid 
the raging of the elements, comported himself in a way to 
do credit to his training. There was nothing like despair 
in his manner of proceeding; but so coolly and mtelli- 
gently did he set about taking care of his craft, that Mark 
soon found himself a curious and interested observer of all 
he did, feeling ([uite as much of admiration for Bob's stea- 
diness and skill, as concern for his danger. 

Betts knew too well the uselessness of throwing over his 
kedge to attempt anchoring. Nor was it safe to keep the 
boat in the trough of the sea, his wisest course heiag to 
run before the gale until he was clear of the rocks, when 
he might endeavour to iie-to, if his craft would bear it. In 
driving off the Reef the Nesharaony had gone stern fore- 
most, almost as a matter of course, vessels usually being 
laid down, with their bows towards the land. No sooner 
did the honest old salt find he was fairly adrift, therefore, 
than he jumped into the stern-sheets and put the helm 
down. With stern-way on her, this caused the bows oC 
the craft to fall off; and, aa she came broadside to the 
gale, Mark thought she would fall over, also. Some idea 
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Under the lee of the aboala this cauldron would diaappeiir, 
while the mountain waves of the open ocean could not rise 
until a certain distance from the shallow water enabled 
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them to 'get up,' as snilors express it. Mark saw the 
Neshamoayfor about a quarter of an hour after she waa 
adrift, though long before the expiration of even that brief 
period she was iuvisible for many moments i 
consequence 
in the water, 
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one point,in particular, on which Mark feit unusual con- 
cern. Bob knew nothing whatever of navigation. It was 
impossible to teach hini anything on that subject. He 
knew the points of the compass, but had no notion of the 
variations, of latitude or longitude, or of anytliing belong- 
ing to the purely mathematical part of the business. Twenty 
times had he asked. Mark to give him the latitude and 
longitude of the crater; twenty times had he been told what 
they were; and just as often had he forgotten them. When 
questioned by his young friend, twenty-four hours after a 
ie^aon of this' sort, if he remembered ihe figures at all, he 
WIS npt to give the I itilude for the longitude, or the longi- 
tude for the htitude, the degrees for the minutes, or the 
minutes for the degrees. Ordinarily, however, he forgot 
all about ihe numbeis themselves. Mark had in vain en- 
deaioured to impress on his mind the single fact that any 
number which exceeded ninety must necessarily refer to 
longitude, and not to latitude; for Bob could not be made 
lo remember even this simple distinction. He was just as 
likely to believe the Reef lay in the hundred and twentieth 
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degree of iaulutlo, as lie w.is to fancy it lay in the twen- 
tieth. With such a head, therefore, it was but little to be 
expected Bob could give the in for mat ion lo others neces- 
sary to find the reef, even in the almost hopeless event of 
his ever being placed in circumstances to do so. Still, 
while so completely ignorant of mathematics and arithme- 
lic, in all their details, few mariners could find their way 
Inciter than Bob Betts by the simpl.e signs of the ocean. 
He understood the compass perfectly,' the variations ex- 
cepted ; and his eye was as true as that of tlie most expe- 
rienced artist could be, when it became necessary to judge 
oi" the colour of the water. On many occasions had Mark 
known him intimate that the ship was in a current, and 
had a weatherly or a lee set, when the fact had escaped not 
on!y the officers, but the manufacturers of the charts. He 
judged by ripples, and sea-weed, and the other familiar 
signs of the seas, and these seldom failed him. While. 
therefore, there was not a seaman living less likely lo find 
the Reef again, when driven off from its-vicinity, by means 
of observations and the charts, there was not a seaman 
living more likely to find it, by resorting to the other helps 
of the navigator. On this last peculiarity Mark hung all 
his hopes of seeing his friend again, when the gale aliuuld 

Since the moment when all the charge of the ship fell 
upon his shoulders, by the loss of Captain Crutchely, Mark 
had never felt so desolate, as when he lost sight of Boh and 
the Neshamony. Then, indeed, did he truly feel himself 
to be alone, with none between him and his God with 
whom to commune. It is not surprising, therefore, that 
one so much disposed to cherish his intercourse with the 
Divine Spirit, knelt on the naked rouli and prayed. After 
this act of duty and devotion, the young man arose, and 
endeavoured to turn his attention to the state of things 
around him. 

The gale still continued with unabated fury. Each in- 
stant the water rose higher and higher on the Reef, until 
it began lo enter within the crater, by means of the gutters 
that had been worn in the lava, covering two or three 
acres of the lower part of its plain. As for the K.ancocua, 
though occasionally pitching more heavily than our young 
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man coulil liav.i; believed juigsible IicImiicI tlie SRa-wall, het 
aricbor siill held, and no liariii had yet come to her. Find- 
ing it impossible to do any more, Mark descended into tl)« 
crater, where it was n perfect Infl, though the wind fairly 
howled on every side, and got into one of the South Ame- 
rican hammocks, of which there had been two or three in 
the ship, and of which he had caused one to be suspended 
beneath the sort of tent he and poor Bob had erected near 
the garden. Here Mark remained all the rest of that day, 
and during the whole of the succeeding night. But for 
what he had himself previously seen, the roar of the ocean 
on the other side of his rocky shelter, and the scuffling of 
the winds about the Summit, he might not have been made 
conscious of the violence of the tempest that was raging 
so near him. Once and awhile, however, a puff of air 
would pass over him ; but, on the whole, he was little af- 
fected by the storm, until near morning, when il rained 
violently. Fortunately, Mark had taken the precautiou lo 
give a low ridge to all hia awnings and tent- coverings, 
which tamed the water perfectly. When, therefore, he 
heard ihe pattering of the drops on the canvas, he did not 
rise, but remained in his hammock until the day returned. 
Previously to that moment, however, he dropped into a 
deep sleep, in which he lay several hours. 

When consciousness returned lo Mark, he lay half a 
minute trying to recallthe past. Then he listened for the 
sounds of the tempest. All was still without, and, rising, 
he found that the sun was shining, and that a perfect calm 
reigned in the outer world. Water was lying in spots, in 
holes on the surface of the crater, where the pigs were 
drinking and the ducks bathing. Kitty stood in sight, on 
the topmost knoll of the Summit, cropping the young sweet 
grass that had so lately been refreshed by rain, disliking 
it none the less, probably, from the circumstance that a 
few particles of salt were to be found among it, the deposit 
of the spray. The garden looked smiling, the plants re- 
freshed, and nothing as yet touched in it, by the visiters 
who had necessarily been introduced. 

Our young man washed himself in one of the pools, and- 
then crossed the plain to drive out the pigs and poultry, 
the necessity of husbanding his stores pressing even pain 
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fitlly on his miad. As he approached the gate-way, he 
Siiw that the sea had retired ; and, certain that the animala 
would take care of themselves, he drove them through the 
hole, and dropped the sail hefore it. Then hn sought one 
of the ascents, and was soon on the top of the hill. The 
trades had returned, but scarce blew in zephyrs; the sea 
was calm ; the points in the reefs were easily to be seen ; 
the ship was at rest and seemingly uninjured, and the 
whole view was one of the sweetest tranquillity and secu- 
rity. Already had the pent and piled waters diffused 
themselves, leaving the Reef as before, with the exception 
that those cavities which contained rain-water, during most 
of the year, now contained that which was not quite bo 
palatable. This was a great temporary inconvenience, 
(hough the heavy showers of the past night had done a 
good deal towards sweetening the face of the rock, and 
had reduced most of the pools to a liquid that was brackish 
rather than salt. A great many fish lay scattered about, 
on the island, and Mark hastened down to examine their 

The pigs and poultry were already at work on the game 
that was so liberally thrown in their way, and Mark felt 
indebted to these scavengers for aiding him in what he 
perceived was now a task indispensable to his comfort. 
After going to the ship, and breaking his fast, he returned 
lo tile crater, obtained a wheelbarrow, and set to work in 
earnest to collect the fish, which a very few hours' expo- 
sure to the sun of that climate would render so tiffensive 
as to make the island next to intolerable. Never in his 
life did our young friend work harder than he did all that 
morning. Each load of fish, aa it was -wheeled into the 
crater, was thrown into a trench already prepTired for that 
purpose, and the ashes were hauled over it, by means of 
the hoe. Feeling the necessity of occupation to lessen his 
sorrow, as well as that of getting rid of pestilence, which 
he seriously apprehended from this inroad of animal sub- 
stances, Mark toiled two whole days at this work, until 
fairly driven from it by the intolerable effluvium which 
arose, notwithstanding all he had done, on every side of 
the island. It is impossible to say w;hat would have been 
!lie consequences had not the birds come, in thousands, to 
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liis relief. They made quick work of it, dealing off Uie 
fish in mimbers thai would be nearly incredible. As H 
was however, our young heimit was driven into the ship, 
where he passed a whole week, the steadiness of the trades 
driving the disagreeable odours to leeward. At the end 
ijfthat time he ventured nshore, where he found it possible 
lo remain, though the Reef did not get purified for more 
than a month. Finding a great many fish still remaining 
diat neither hog nor hird would touch, Mark made a couple 
of voyages to Loam Island, whence he brought two car- 
noes of the deposit, and landed at the usual place. This 
he wheeled about the Reef, throwing two or three shovels 
full on each offensive creature, thus getting rid of the efflu- 
vium and preparing a considerable store of excellent ma- 
nure for his future husbandry. It may be as well said 
here, that, at odd times, he threw these little deposits into 
large heaps, and subsequently wheeled them into the crater, 
where they were mixed with the principal pile of compost 
that had now been, for months, collecting there. 

It is a proof of the waywardness of human nature that 
we bear great misfortunes better than small ones. So it 
proved with Mark, on this occasion ; for, much as he really 
regarded Bob. and serious as was the loss of his friend to 
himself, the effects of the inundation occupied his thoughts, 
and disturbed him more, just at that time, than the disap- 
pearance of the Neshamony. Nevertheless, our young 
man had not forgotten to look out for the missing boat, in 
readiness to hail its return with joy. He passed muci of 
the week he was shut up in the ship in her topraast-cros^- 
trees vainly examining the sea to leeward, m the hope of 
catching a distant view of the pinnace endeavouring to 
bear up throVigh the reefs. Several times heactualiy fan- 
cied he saw her; but it always turned out to be the wing 
of some gull, or the cap of a distant breaker. It was when 
Mark had come ashore again, and commenced the toil of 
covering the decayed fish, and of gathering them into pdes, 
that these smaller matters supplanted the deep griefs of his 
solitude. 

One of the annoyatices to which our solitary man found 
himself most subject, was the glare produced by a burning 
sun on rocks and ashes of the drab colour of the crator 
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Tlie spots -of verdure that he had succeeded in producing 
on the Summit, not only relieved and refreshed hia eyes, 
bui they were truly delightful as aids (o thcview, as well 
as grateful to Kitiy, which poor orcnture had, by this time, 
cropped them down to a pretty short herbage. This Mnrk 
knew, however, was an advantage to the grass, making it 
liner, and causing it to thicken at the roots. The success 
of this experiment, the annoyance to his eyes, and a fever- 
ish desire to be doing, which succeeded the disappearance 
of Belts, set Mark upon the project of sowing grass-seed 
over as much of the plain of the crater as he thought he 
should not have occasion to use for the purposes of tillage. 
To work he went then, scattering ihe seed in as much 
profusion as the quantify to he found in ' 



justify. 


Fr 


iend Abri 


iham While had provided 1 


.wo barrels 


of the ! 


^eed. 


and this 


went 


a good V. 


-ay; While 


: thus em- 


ployed 


a heavy showe 


r fell. 


and thii 


iking the r 


ain a moat 


favourable i 






his gra 


ss-aeeds to 


the earth. 


Mark « 


■■orke 


id through 


1 the V 


/hole of i 


t, or for several hours. 


perspiring v 


I'ifh the w 


annth 


and exct 






This 


Hn>., 


F. a Uch - 


=. .h» 


„,„-H»n 


„Mfl. ,. f,.» = 


"'"' ■■<■ ti^" 



f if Op g 



p d, u d h ited influen e of the (ever withm 
md the burning heat without. Despair urged him on, 
md, after pausing often to test, he succeeded \n eutering 



iLvGoOglf 



133 THE CR atbr; 

the cabin, at the end of the most perilous hour he had 
ever yet passed. 

Ni> words of ours can describe the grateful sense of 
cnoinesH, in spite of tlie boiling blood in his veins, that 
Mark Woolston experienced when he steppeiJ beneath tlie 
siiade of the poop-deck of the Bjincociis. The young man 
knew that he was about to be seriously il., and his life 
might depend on the use he made of the next hour, or 
half-hour, even. He threw himself on a settee, to get a 
little rest, and while there he endeavoured ■■! r^ilect on liia 
situation, and lo remember what he ougtii lo do. The 
medicine-chest always stood in the cabin, and he had used 
its contents too often among the crew, no( to have some 
knowledge of their general nature and uses. Potions were 
kept prepared in that depository, and he staggered to tha 
table, opened the chest, .took a ready-miscd dose of the 
sort he believed best for him, poured water on it from the 
filterer, and swallowed il. Our mate ever afterwards be- 
lieved that draught saved his life. It soon made him 
deadly sick, and produced an action in his whole system 
For an hour he was under its influence, when he was en- 
abled to get into his berth, exhausted and literallyunable 
any longer to stand. How long he remained in that berth, 
or near it rather — for he was conscious of having crawled 
from it ill quest of water, and for other purposes, on several 
occasions — but, how long he was confined to his cabin, 
Mark Woolston never knew. The, period was certainly 
to be measured by days, and he sometimes fancied by 
weeks. The first probably was the truth, though it might 
have been a fortnight. Most of that time his head was 
light with fever, though there were intervals when reason 
was, at least partially, restored to him, and he l)ecame 
painfully conscious of the hurrors of his situation. Of food 
and water he had a sufficiency, the filterer and a bread-bag 
being quite near him, and he helped himself often from the 
first, in particular; a single mouthful of the ship's biscuit 
commonly provingmore than he could swallow, even after 
it was softened in" the water. At length he found himself 
indisposed to rise at all, and he certainly remained eight- 
and-forty hours in his berth, without quitting it, nnd almost 
withoat slei'.ping, though most of the lime in a Mrt of doZe, 
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At length the fever abated in its violence, though ii 
Iiugfin to assume, wlmt for a man in Mark Woolston's situ- 
ation was perhaps more dangerous, a cha rier of a low 
type, lingering in his system and killing im by inches. 
Mark was nware of his condition, and though^of the mean? 
i>\' relief. The ship had some gi>od Philadelphia porter in 
her, and a bottle of it stood on a shelf over hia berth. This 
object caught his eye, and he actually longed for a draught 
*f ihal porter. He had sufficient strength to raise hiin- 
edf high enough to reach it, but it far exceeded his powers 
to draw the cork, even had the ordinary means been at 
hand, which they were not. There was a hammer on the 
shelf, however, and with that instrument he did succeed 
in making a hole in the side of the bottle, and in tilling a 
tumbler. This liquor he swallowed at a single draught. 
It tasted deliciously to him, and he took a second tumblei 
fall, when he lay down, uncertain as to the consequences. 
That his head was affected by these two glasses of porter, 
niark himself was soon aware, and shortly after drowsiness 
followed. After lying in an uneasy slumber for half an 
hour, his whole person was covered with a gentle perspira- 
tion, in which condition, after drawing the sheet around 
him, the sick man fell asleep. 

Our patient never knew how long he slept; on this ail- 
important occasion. The period certainly included part 
of two days and one entire night ; but, afterwards, when 
Mark endeavoured to correct his calendar, and to regain 
something like a record of the time, he was inclined to 
think he must have lain th^re two nights with the inter- 
vening diiy. When he awoke, Mark was immediately 
sensible that he was free from disease. He was not im- 
mediately sensible, nevertheless, how extremely feeble dis- 
ease had left him. Ath h n dh h 
t:^ke nourishment, and b h d n p u 

But the sight of his m d b d h ff 
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to eat. How many days he had been altogether vvithoui 
nouriahmeciE he could not say, but tUey must have been 
several; nor had li^ received more than could be obtained 
from a single ship'a'biseuit since his aliack. All this 
came to his mind, with a distinct recoilectiou that he musi 
be his own physician and nurse. For a tew minutes he 
lay still, during which he addressed himself to God, with 
thanks for having spared his life until reason was restored. 
Then he bethought him, well as his feeble state would 
allow, of ihe course he ought to pursue. On a table in 
the cabin, and in sight of his berth, through the state-room 
door, was a liquor-case, containing wines, brandy, and gin. 
Our sick man thought all might yet go well, could he gel 
a few spoonsful! of an excellent port wine which that case, 
contained, and which had been provided expressly for cases 
of sickness. To do this, however, it was necessary to ob- 
tain the key, to open the case, and to pour out the liquor; 
three things, of which he distrusted his powers to perform 
that which was the least difficult. 

The .key of the liquor-case was in the draw of an open 
secretary, which, fortunately, stood between him and the 
table. Another effort was made to rise, which so far suc- 
ceeded as to enable the invalid to sit up in' his bed. The 
cool breeze which aired the cabin revived him a little, and 
he was able to stretch out a hand and turn the cock of the 
filterer, which he had himself drawn near his berth, while 
under the excitement of fever, in order to obtain easy ac- 
cess to water. Accidentally this filterer stood in a draught, 
and the quart or two of water that had not yet evaporated 
was cool and palatable ; that is, cool for a ship and such 
a climate. One swallow of the water was all Hark ven- 
tured on, but it revived him more than he could believe 
possible. Near the glass into which he had drawn the 
water, lay a small piece of pilot bread, and this he dropped 
into the tumbler. Then be ventured 'to try his feet, when 
he found a dizziness come over him, that compelled him 
to fall back on his berth. Recovering froui this in a minute 
or two, a second attempt aucceieded better, and the poor 
fellow, by supporting himself against the bulkheads, and 
by leaning on chairs, was enabled to reach the desk. The 
key was-etsily obtained, and the table w.is next reached 
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"Here Mark sunk into a chair, as much exhausted us he 
would have beeH, previously to his ilkiesa, by a desperate 
effort to defend life. 

The invalid was in his shirt, and the cool sea-breeze had 
the effect of an air-bath on him. It revived him in a little 
while, when he applied the key, opened the case, got out 
. the bottle by using both hands, though it was nearly empLy, 
and poured out a wine-glass of the liquor. With these 
little exertions he was so much exhausted as almost to 
faint. Nothing saved him, probably, but a sip of the wine 
which he took from the glass as it stood on the table, II 
has been much the fashion, of late years, to decry wine, 
and this' because it is a gift of Providence that has been 
greatly abused. In Mark Woolslon's instance it proved, 
what it was designed to be, a blessing instead of a curse. 
That single eip of wine produced an effect on him like 
tliat of magic. It enabled him soon to obtain his tumbler 
of water into which he poured the remainder of the liquor 
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felt he might not refrain unless he had aomethiag to occupy 
his mind for a few minutes. Taking a small swallow of 
the wine and water, he again got on his feel, and daggered 
to Ihe drawer in which poor Cap:ain Crulchely had kept 
his lioen. Here he got a shirt, and tottered on as far as 
the quarter-deck. Beneath ihe awning Mark had kept the 
section of a hogshead, aa a bathing-tub, and for the pur- 
pose of catching the rain-water that ran from the awning. 
Kilty often visiting the ship and drinking from this re- 

The invalid found the tub full of fresh and sweet water, 
and throwing side the shut in which he had lain so long, 
he rather fell than seited himaell m the water. After re- 
maining a sufficient time to recover hia breath, Mark 
washed his hend 'ind long matted beard, and all parts of 
his frame is well as his strength would allow. He must 
have remained in the water leieral minutes, when he ma- 
naged to tear himself from it as fearful of excess from this 
indulgence as from eating. The invalid now felt like a 
new man ! It is scarcely possible to express the change 
that came over his feelings, when he found himself purified 
from the effects of so long a confinement in a feverish bed, 
without change, or nursing of any sort. After drying him- 
self aa well aa he, could with a towel, though the breeze 
and the climate did that office for him pretty effectually, 
Mark put on the clean, fresh shirt, and tottered Ijack to 
his own berth, where he fell on the mattress, nfearly ex- 
hausfed. It was half-an-hour before he moved again, 
though all that time experiencing the benefits of the nou- 
rishment taken, and the purification undergone. The bath, 
moreover, had acted as a tonic, giving a stimulus to the 
whole system. At the end^of the half hour, the young 
man took another mouthful of the biscuit half emptied ihe 
tuiibler fell bj k on his pillow and was soon in a sweet 
sleep 

it was ne-ii sunset when Mark lost his consi-i >u ness on 
this occasion nor did he recover it until the light of d-\y 
WIS once more cheering the cabin He had slept pro- 
foundly twelve hours and this so much the more readily 
from the cir cum "Stance that he had prei i usly refreshed 
himnelf With a bath ind cledu (men Ihe hrst l 
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iiess of his situation was accompanied with the blent of 
poor Kittj. That gentle animal, intended by nature to 
mis with herds, had visited the cabin daily, and had been 
at the sick man's side, when his fever was at its height; 
and had now come again, as if to inquire after his night's 
rest. Mark held out his hand, and spoke to his companion, 
for snch she was, and thought she was rejoiced to hear his 
coiee again, and to be allowed to lick his hand. There 
was great consolation in this mute intercourse, poor Mark 
feeling (he want of sympathy so much as to find a deep 
pleasure in this proof of affection even in a brute, 

Mark now arose, and found himself sensibly improved 
by his night's rest, the washing, and the nourishment re- 
ceived, little as the last had been. His first step was to 
empty the tumbler, bread and all. Then he look another 
bath, the last doing quite as much good, he fancied, as his 
breakfast. All that day, the young man managed his case 
with the same If d ' 1 d p d consuming a ship's 

biscuit in th f h ity-four hours, and 

taking two o h g! f 1 ne, mixed with water 

and sweeten d w I II fternoon he endea- 

voured to sha h fi if nvinced him he was 

getting well too f 

It was thr t I f r his first bath, be- 

fore Mark W I I d ft ength to reach the 

galley and ligh fi In h I I succeeded, and he 
treated himself P fg d w n ea. He concocted 

some dishes of d oo, in the course of 

that and the next day, continuing his baths, and changing 
his linen repeatedly. On the fifth day, hegot off his beard, 
which was a vast relief to him, and by the end of the week 
he actually crawled up on the poop, where he could get a 
sight of his domains. 

The Summit was fast getting to be really green in con- 
siderable patches, for the wliole rock was now covered 
with grass, Kitty was Teeding quietly enough on the hill- 
side, the gentle creature having learned to pass the curtain 
at the gate, and go up and down the ascents at pleasure, 
Mark scarce dared to look for his ht^s, but there they 
were rooting and grunting about the Reef, actually fat and 
Eontented. He knew that this foreboded evil to his garden, 
12* ^ 
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f r ihe creature's mu''t Inie died tcir want of fo id during 
his illness Ind not some ^ueh relief been found As yet, 
his etreriglh would not allow hira to go ashoie, and he was 
obliged to center t himaelt with this distant view of his 
estate The poultry appeared lo be well, and the invalid 
fancied he saw chitkena running a\ the Bide ol one of the 

It was a week later before M irk ventured to go is fir 
us the crater On entering it, he found tiidt his conjec- 
tures concerning the garden were true Two-thirdb of it 
hid been dug over bj the snouts of hia pig", quite as ef- 
fectuallj ns he could hive done it, m his vigoui, with the 
spide Tops and roots had been demolished iliku, and 
about as much waited as hid been consumed Kitty was 
[oaad,Jlog>onff dclictu, nibbiing at the beans, which, by 
this time, were dead ripe The peas, and beans, and Iii- 
diin corn had mide good picking for the poultry, and 
everything possessing life had acludlly been living in abun- 
dance, while the sick man had hin unconscious of even 
hw own existence, in a stale as neir death ss life 

Mark found his awning standing, md was gltd to lesi 
an hour or two in his hanimoci, after looking at the gar 
den While there the hogs entered the crater, and made 
a meal before his eyes To his surpiise, the sow was lol- 
lowed bj ten little creatures, that were alreadv getting to 
be of the proper size for eating. A ravenous appetite was 
now Mark's greatest torment, and the coarse food of the 
ship was rather too heavy for him. He had exhausted his 
wit in contriving dishes of flour, and pined for something 
more grateful than salted beef, or pork. Ahhough he 
eomewTiot distrusted his strength, yet longing induced bim 
to make an experiment. A fowling-piece, loaded with 
ball, was under the awning; and freshening the priming, 
the young man watched his opportunity when one of the 
grunters was in a good position, and shot it in the head. 
Then culling its throat with a knife, he allowed it to bleed, 
when he denned, and skinned it. This kst operation was 
not very artislical, but it was necessary in the situntion of 
our invalid. With the carcase of this pig, which was quite 
as much ns he could even then carry back lo the ship, 
though the animal was not yet six weeks old, Mark made 
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certain savoury and noniishing dishes, that contributed 
essentially to the I'estoratinn of his strength. In the course 
of the ensuing month three more of the pigs shared the 
same fate, as did half-a-dozen of the brood of chickens 
already mentioned, though the last were not yet half-grown. 
But Mnvk felt, now, aa if he could eat the crater, though 
as yet he had not been able to clamber to the Summit. 
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Our youthful hermit was quite two months in regaining 
his strength, though, by the end of one he was able to look 
about him, and turn his hand to many little necessary jobs. 
The first thing he undertook was to set up a gate that 
would keep the animals on the outside of ihe crater. The 
pigs had Dol only consumed much the largest portion of 
his garden truck, but they had taken a fancy to break up 
the crust of that part of the crater where the grass was 
showing itself, and to this inroad upon his meadows, Mark 
had no disposition to submit. He had now ascertained 
that the surface of the plain, though of a rocky appearance, 
was so far shelly and porous that the seeds had taken very 
generally ; and as soon as Iheir roots worked their way 
mto the minute crevices, he felt certain they would of 
themselves convert the whole surface into a soil sufficiently 
rich to nourish the plants he wished to produce there. 
Under such circumstances he did not desire the assistance 
of the hogs, Aa yet, however, the animals had done good, 
rather than harm to the garden, by stirring the soil up, 
and mixing the sea-weed and decayed fish with it ; but 
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among tlie griiss they threntened to be more destructive, 
than useful. In most places tlie cfasl of the plain was just 
thick enough to bear the weight of a mnti, and M!irk,^o 
geologist, by the way, came to the conclusion that it ex- 
isted at al! more through the agency of the salt deposited 
in ancient floods, than from any other cause. According 
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curred to Maik that, in so low a climate, and with such a 
store of manure, he might raise two crops in a year, those 
which came in the cooler months varying a little in iheir 
properties from those which came in the warmer. On ihis 
hint he endeavoured to improve, commencing anew beds 
that, without it, would probably have Iain fallow some 
months longer. 

In this way did our young man employ himself until he 
found his strength perfectly restored. But the severe ill- 
ness be had gone through, with the sad views it had given 
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/lira of some future day, when he might be compelled to 
give up iife itself, without a friendly hand to amootli hia 
pillow, or to close hia eyes, led him to think far more se- 
riously than he had done before, on the subject of the true 
character of our probationary condition here on earth, and 
on the unknown and awful future to which it leads ua. 
Mark had been carefully educated on the subject of reli- 
gion, and was well enough disposed to enter into the in- 
ijuiry in a suitable spirit of humility ; but, the grave cir- 
cumstances in which he was now placed, contributed 
largely to the clearness of his views of the necessity of 
preparing for the final change. Cut off, as he was, from 
all communion with his kind ; cast on what was, when he 
first knew it, literally a barren rock in the midst of the 
vHKt Pacific Ocean, Mark found himself, by a very natural 

Creator, than he might have been in the haunts of the 
norid On the Reef, there waslittle to divert his thoughts 
from their true course; and the very ills that pressed upon 
him, became stJ many guides to his gratitude by showing, 
through the contrasts, the many blessings which had been 
left hiiri by the mercy of the hand that bad struck him. 
The nights in that climate and season were much the 
pleisantest portions of the four-and-twenty hours. There 
were no exhalations from decayed vegetable aubstances or 
Ht-ignant pools, to create miasma, but the air was as pure 
and littie to he feared under a placid moon as under a 
noon-day sun. The first hours of night, therefore, were 
tho&e m which our solitary man chose to take moat of his 
exercise, previously to his complete restoration to strength ; 
and then it was that he naturally fell into an obvious and 
healthful communion with the stars. 

So far as the human mind has as yet been able to pene- 
trate the mysteries of our condition here on, earth, with 
the double connection between the past and the future, all 
iti just inferences tend to the belief in an existence of a 
VTit and beneficent design. We have somewhere heard, or 
reid, that the gipsies believe that men are the fallen angel.s, 
oiling their way backward on the fatal path atong. which 
hey formerly rushed to perdition. This may not be, pro- 
bably is not true, in its special detail ; but that men are 
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placed here to prepAre themselves for n future and higliet 
condition of exisieuce, is not only agreeable to our con- 
iciousness, but is in harmony with revelation. Among the 
nany things that have been revealed to ua, where so many 
(re hid, we are told that our information is to increase, as 
*e draw nearer to the millennium, until " The whole earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea " We may be far from that blesaed 
'lay; probably are ; but he has lived in vain, who has dwelt 
bis half century in tlie midst of the civilization of thia our 
own age, and does not see around him the thousand proofs 
of the tendency of things to the fulfilment of the decrees, 
announced to us ages ago by the pens of holy men. Rome, 
Greece, Egypt, and all that we know of the past, which 
comes purely of man and his passions ; empires, dynasties, 
heresies and novelties, come and go like the changes of 
the seasons ; while the only thing that can be termed stable, 
is the slow but sure progress of prophecy. The agencies 
that have been employed to bring about the great ends 
foretold ^o many centuries since, are so very natural, that 
we often lose sight of the mighty truth in its seeming sim- 
plicity. But, the signs of the limes are not to be mistalien. 
Let any man of fifty, for instance, turn his eyes toward the 
East, the hmd of Judea, and compare ils condition, its 
promises of to-day, with those that existed in his own 
youth, and ask himself how the change has been produced. 
That which the Richards and Sta. Louis of the middle ages 
could not effect with their armed hosts, is about to happen 
as n consequence of causes so obvious and simple that they 
are actually overlooked by the multitude. The Ottoman 
power and 6ltoman prejudices are melting away, as it 
might be under the heat of divine truth, which is clearing 
for itself a path that will lead to the fulfilment of its own 
predictions. 

Among the agents that are to be employed, in impress- 
ing the human race with a sense of the power and benevo- 
lence of the Deity, we think the science of astronomy, 
with its roechauical auxiliaries, is to act its full share. 
The more deeply we penetrate into the arcana of natiire, 
the stronger becomes the proofs of design ; and a deity 
thus obviously, tangibly admitted, the more profcund will 
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oecome the reverence ftir his character and power. In 
Mark Woolaton's youth, the great progress which has since 
been made in astronomy, more especially in tho way of iia 
details through observations, had but just commenced. A 
fast deal, it is true, had been accomplished in the way of 
pure science, though but little that came home to the un- 
derstandings and feelings of the mass. Mark's education 
had given him an outline of what Herschel and his contem- 
poraries had been about, fioweTcr; and when he sat on the 
Summit, communing with the stars and thr I th 
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the Summit, where it was kept for use. Aided by tins 
instrument, Mark could see the satellites of .tupiter and 
Saturn, the ring of the latter, the belts of (he former, and 
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many of the phenomena of the moon. Of course, the 
spherical forms of all the nearer planels, then known to 
astrimoiiiers, were plainly to be seen by the assisiance of 
this instrument; and there is no one familiar fact connected 
with our observations of the heavenly bodies, that strikes 
the human mind, through ihe senses, as forcibly as this. 
For near a month, Mark almost passed the nights gazing 
at the stars, and reflecting on their origin and uses. He 
had no expectations of making discoveries, or of even add- 
ing to his own stores of knowledge ; but his liioughia were 
brought nearer to his Divine Creator by investigations of 
this sort; for where a zealous mathematician might have 
merely exulted in the confirmation of some theory by means 
of a fact, he saw the hand of God instead of the solution 
of a problem. Thrice happy would it be for the man of 
science, could he ever thus hold his powers in subjection to 
the great object for which they were brought into exijflence ; 
and, instead of exulting in, and quarrelling about the pride 
of human reason^ be brought to humble himself and his 
utmost learning, 'at the feet of Infinite Knowledge and 
power, and wisdom, as they are thus to be traced in the 
path of the Ancient of Days ! 

By the time his strength returned, Mark had^given up, 
altogether, the hope of ever seeing Betts again. It was 
just possible that the poor fellow might fall in with a ship, 
or find his way to some of the islands ; but, if he did so, 
it would be the result of chance and not of calculations. 
The pinnace was well provisioned, had plenty of water, 
and, tempests excepted, was quite equal to nnvigating the 
Pacific ; and there was a faint hope that Bob might con- 
tinue his course to the eastward, with a certainty of reachr 
'.ng some part of South America in time. If he should 
lake this course, and succeed, what would be the conse- 
quence 1 Who would put sufficient faith in the story of a 
simple seaman, like Robert Betts, and send a ship to look 
for Mark Woolston? In these later times, the government 
would doubtless despatch a vessel of war on such an errand, 
did no other means of rescuing the man offer ; but, at the 
close of the last century, government did not exercise that 
much of power. It scarcely protected its seamen from the 
English press-gang and the Algerine slave-driver ; much 
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i■J^i dill it think of rescuing a solitary individaal from a 
roclt in the midsl of the Tacilic. American vessels did 
then roam over that distant ocean, but it was comparatively 
in small numbers, and under circumstances that promised 
but little to the hopes of the hetmit. It was a subject he 
did not like to dwell on, and he kept his thoughts as much 
diverted from it as it was in his power so to do. 

The season had now advanced into aa much of autumn 
as could b,e found within the tropics, and on land so low. 
Everything in the garden had ripened, and much bad been 
thrown out to the pigs and poultry, in anticipation of its 
decay. Mark saw that itr was time to re-commence bis 
beds, selecting such seed as would best support the winter 
of that climate, if winter it could be called. In lookiiig 
around him, he made a regular survey of all his posses- 
sions, inquiring into the state of each plant he had put into 
tlie ground, as well as into that of the ground itself. First, 
tlieu, as respects the plants. 

The growth of the oranges, lemons, cocoa-nuts, limes, 
figs, &c., placed in rows beneath the cliffs, had been pro- 
digious. The water had run off the adjacent rocks and 
kept them well moistened most of the season, though a 
want of rain was seldom known on the Reef Of the two, 
too much, rather than too little water fell; a circumstance 
Ehat was of great service, however, in preserving the stock, 
which had used little beside that it found in the pools, for 
the last ten months. The shrubs, or HUle trees, were quite 
a foot high, and of an exceilent colour. Mark gave each 
of them a dressing with the hoe, and manured alt with a 
sufRcient quantity of the guano. AboiJt half he trauspianted 
to spots more favourable, putting the cocoa-nuts, in parti 
oular, as near the sea as he could get them. 

With respect to the other plants, it was found that each 
nad flourished precisely in proportion to its adaptation to 
ilic climate. The products of some were increased in size, 
while those of others had dwindled. Mark took note of 
these facts, determining to cultivate those most which suc- 
ceeded best. The melons of both sorts, the tomatoes, ihe 
egg-plants, the peppers, cucumbers, onions, beans, corn, 
sweet-potatoes, &c. &c,, had aii flourished ; while the Irish 
potato, in oarticular, had scarce produced a tuber at all. 
13 
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As for the soil, on exiimination Mark found it Had lieei! 
greatlj improved by tlie manure, tillage and water it had 
received. The hogs were again let in to turn it orer with 
their biiouIs, and this they did moat effectually in the course 
of two or three days. By this time, in addition to llie 
three grown porkers our young man possessed, there were 
no less than nine young ones. This nomher was getting 
to be formidable, and he saw the necessity of killing oft^ 
in order to keep theni within reasonable limits. One of 
the fattest and best he converted into pickled pork, not 
from any want of that article, there being still enough left 
in the ship to last him several years, but because he pre- 
ferred it corned to<that which had been in the salt so long 
a time. He saw ihe mislake he had made in allowing the 
pigs to get to be so large, since the meat would spoil long 
before he could consume even the smaJleBt-aized shoats. 
For their own good, however, he was compelled to shoot 
no less than five, and these he buried entire, io deep places 
in his garden, having heard that earth which had imbibed 
minimal substances, in this way, was converted into excel- 
lent manure. 

Mark now made a voyage to Loam Island, io quest of a 
cargo, using the raft, and lowing the dingui. h was on 
ibis occasion that our young man was made to feet how 
much he had lost, in the way of labour, in being deprived 
i>f the assistance of Bob. .He succeeded in loading his 
raft, however, and was just about to sail for home again, 
when it occurred to him that possibly ihe seeds and roots 
of the asparagus he had put into a corner of the deposit 
might have come to something. Sure enough, on going 
to the spot, Mark found that the seed had taken well, and 
hundreds of young plants were growing flourishingly, while 
plants fit to eat had pushed their tops through the loam, 
from the roots. This was an important discovery, aspara- 
gus being a vegetable of which Mark was exceedingly foud, 
and one easily cultivated. In that climate, and in a soil 
sufficienliy rich, it might be made to send up new shoots 
the entire year; and there was little fear of scurvy so long 
as he could obtain plenty of this plant to eat. The melons 
and other vegetables, however, had removed all Mark's 
dread of thai formidable disease; more especially as he 
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liad now egua, chicltens, and frSsh fish, the latter in quan- 
tities thai were^alnlgst oppressive. In a word, the meana 
of subaistonce now gave the young man no concern what- 
ever. When lie first found himself on a barren rock, in- 
deed, the idea had almost struck terror into his mind ; but, 
now that he had ascertained that his crater could be culti- 
vated, and promised, like most other extinct volcanoes, 
unbounded fertility, .he could no longer apprehend a disease 
which is commonly owing to salted provisions. 

When Mark found his health completely re-established, 
he sat down and drew up a regular plan of dividing his 
time between work, contemplation, and amusement. For- 
tunately, perhaps, for one who lived in a climate where 
vegetation was so luxuriant when it could be produced at 
all, work was pressed into his service as an amusement. 
Of the last, there was certainly very little, in the common 
acceptation of the word; but our hermit was not without 
it altogether. He studied the habits of the sea-birds that 
congregated in thousands around so many of the rocks of 
the Reef, though so few scarce ever ventured on the crater 
island. He made voyages to and fro, usually connecting 
business with pleasure. Taking favourable times for such 
purposes, he floated several cargoes of loam to (he Reef, 
as well as two enormous rafts of sea-weed. Mark was 
quite a month in getting these materials into his compost 
heap, which he intended should lie in a pile during the 
winter, in order that it might be ready for spading in the 
spring, We use these terms by way of distinguishing the 
seasons, though of winter, strictly speaking, there was none, 
or the two, the grass grew better at mid-winter than at 
mid-summer, the absence of the burning heat of the last 
being favourable to its growth. As the season advanced, 
Mark saw nis grass very sensibly increase, not only in sur- 
face, but in thickness. There were now spots of some 
size, where a turf was forming, nature performing alJ her 
taska in that genial climate, in about a fourth of the time 
it would take to effect the same object in the temperate 
zone. On examining these places, Mark came to the con- 
clusion that the roots of his grasses acted as cultivators, 
by working* their way into the almost insensible crevices 
of the crust, letting in air and water to places whence ihej 
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had hitherto heen esduded. This seemed, in particu.ar, 
to be the cnse with the grass that grew within the crater, 
which had increjised so much in the course of what may 
be termed the 'winter, that it was really fast coiiverting a 
plain of a light drab colour, that was often painful to the 
eyes, into a plot of as lovely verdure as ever adorned' the 
meadowa of a Swiss cottage. It became desirable to keep 
this grass down, and Kitty being unable lo crop a meadow 
of so msny acres, Mark was compelled to admit his pigs 
and poultry again. This be did at stated times only, how- 
ever; or when he was at work himself in the garden, and 
could prevent their depredations on his beds. The rooting 
gave him the most trouble ; but this he contrived in a great 
measure to prevent, by admitting his hogs only when they 
were eager for grass, and turning them out as soon as they 
began to generalize, like an epicure picking his nuts after 
dinner. 

It was somewhere near mid-winter, by Mark's calcula- 
tions, when the young man commenced a new task that 
was of great importance to his comfort, and which mig/ti 
affect bis future life. He had long determined to lay down 
a boat, one of sufficient size to explore the whole reef in, 
if not large enough to carry him out to sea. The dingui 
was altogether too small for labour ; though exceedingly 
useful in. its way, and capable of being managed even in 
pretty rough water by -a skilful hand, it wanted both weight 
and room. It was difficult to float in, even a raft of sea- 
weed, with so light a boat; and as for towing the rafl, it 
was next to impossible. But the raft was unwieldy, and 
when loaded down, besides carrying very little for its great 
weight, il was very much at the mercy of the currents and 
waves. Then the construction of a boat was having an 
important purpose in view, and, in that sense, was a desi- 
raiile undertaking. 

Mark had learned so much in putting the pinnace toge- 
ther, that he believed him.ielf equal to ibis new undertaking. 
Materials enough remained in the shipio make half-a-dozen 
boats, and in tumbling over the lumber he bad found a 
quantity of stuff that had evidently been taken in with a 
view to repair boats, if not absolutely to construct them. 
A ship's hold is such en omnium gatherum, stowage being 
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irilj o cin&e ihil it u^uqIIj requires tine i r ^.iie 

who Hoea not know where ti put his hand on everyth ii 
to ascertain how much or how little la to be found m it 
Such was the fact with M^rk, whose courtship and inar 
riage had iradt a cnn'si ler ihle inroid on his duties as ^ 
mate As he oieihauled the hold he daily fiund fresh 
reisras for believing tliat Friend Abraham Whita had 
made provisions c f one sort and inother of which he was 
prcfoundlj igoorant but which as the voyage had termi 
nated proved to be of the greiteat utihtj Thuu it vias 
thai JU61 d*! he WIS about to commence getting out th»"e 
great requi-itea from new planks he came across a -itf n 
stern frame and keel of a boil that was intended to be 
eighteen feet Icng Of course oar young min profited by 
this discovery getting the inaieriais of all borts niclud ng 
these round t) the ship-yard by means, tf the nit 

For the next two m inths )r until he had re ison to 'le- 
lieve spring hid fairly set in Mirk toiled faithfulli at 
his boat Portions of his work gaie him a great deal ol 
trouble some of it on account of igiu.rince of the craft 
and some on account of hia being ilone Getting the 
awning up anew cost poor M irk the lod of several days 
and this because his single strength was not snffioient to 
hoist the corners of that heivy course even when aided 
by watch tackles He wan compelled to rig t crib with 
which he effected his purpwe reserving the machine to 
aid him on other occasions Then the model of the boal 
ccst him a greil deil of time and hbiur Mirk knew a 
good bottom when he aiw it but that was a very different 
thing from knowing hiw to make one Of the rules of 
draughting he was altogether ignorint and his eye wis 
his only guide He ad pted a plan that wis suiBciLntly 
ingenious though it woild ne>er do to build a naiyon the 
same principle 

Having a greit plenty of deal Mark got out in the rough 
about twice as many timbers lor one side ol his boal as 
vfould be required, in this ihin stuff, when he set them up 
in their places. Aided by this beginning, the young man 
began to dub and cut awiy until he got eich piece into 
something very neir the shipe hi'! eye loid him H ought to 
be liven aft-ir he hid got as fir is this, our bo it builder 
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passed a vvedt in shaving, and pining, and squinting, and 
in otIierwLse reducing his lines to fair pvoportious. Satis- 
fied, at length, with the bottom he had thus fashioned, 
Mark took out just one half of his pieces, leaving the other 
half standing. After these moulds did he saw and cut his 
boat's timbers, making, in each instance, duplicates. When 
the ribs and floors of his craft were ready, he set them up 
ill the vacancies, and secured thera, after making an accu- 
rate fit with the pieces left standing. On knocking away 
the deal portions of his work, Mark had the frame of his 
bpat complete. This was much the most troublesome part 
of the whole job ; nor was it finished, when the young man 
was obliged, by the progress of the seasons, to quit the 
ship-yard for the garden. 

Mark had adopted a system of diet and a care of his 
person, (hat kept him in perfect health, illness being the 
evil that he most dreaded. His food was more than half 
vegetable, several plants having come forward even in the 
winter; and the asparagus, in particular, yielding at a rate 
that woijld have made the fortune of a London gardener. 
The size of the plants he cut was really astounding, a 
dozen stems actually making a meal. The hens laid all 
winter, and eggs were never wanting. The corned pork 
gave substance, as well as a relish, to all the dishes the 
young man cooked; and the tea, sugar and coffee, promis- 
ing to hold out years longer, the table still gave him little 
concern. Once in a month, or so, he treated himself to a 
bean-soup, or a pea-soup, using the stores of the Rancocus 
for that purpose, foreseeing that the salted meats would 
spoil after a lime, and the dried vegetables get to be worth- 
less, by means of insects and worms. By this lime, how- 
ever, there were fresh crops of both those vegetables, which 
prew better in the winter than they could in the summer. 
Ml that hot cliniate. Fish, too, were used as a change, 
whenever the young man had an inclination for that sort 
of food, which was as often as three or four times a week ; 
(he little pan-fish already mentioned, being of a sort of 
which one would scarcely ever tire. 

It beiiig a matter of some moment to save unnecessary 
labour, Mark seldom cooked more th;iii once in twenty- 
four hours, mid theif barely enough to la.st for that day. 
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live extended themselves m the course of a year or two, 
jier the whole Summit Nor were the>!e gns&es tl in and 
!(ckly threatening is early an exdnctioii as they had been 
jmck m coming ti maturity On the contrary after 
arejltuig what might be called the crust of the rock with 
their vigorous thjugh nearly invisible roots they made a 
bed for themseUef, on which thev promised to repose for 
tige'^ The great frequenc) ot iho ra ns fa\oured their 
growth and Mark was of opinion after tht expeiience of 
me summer that his little mountain might he green the 
vear round 

We have calkd the mount of the crater little but the 
term ought not to be u'led in reference to such a hdl, when 
the extent of the island itself was considered B\ ictual 
meisiirement Mark had aTertained thit there was one 
knoll on the Summit which « i" just seventy two feet above 
'hclevelifthe opV The av-rage height, however mighl 
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be given as somewhat less than fifty. Of surfnce, the rock* 
barrier of the crater had almost as much as the plain wiihiEi 
if though it was to broken and uneven 'is not to appear 
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! ing them. By (.he tnue these dtspositums were i 
it was necessary to begin again lo put in the seeds. 

On this occasion Mark deieriiiined to have a succt 

of erups, and not to bring on everything at once, as he had 
done the first year of hi- tilhge Accordingly, he would 
manure and break up a bed and plant or sow it, waiting 
a few days before he began another Experience had told 
him that there was neier an end t< vpcetation in that cli- 
mate, and he saw no u=t in pushing h Iibims faster than 
he might require their fruits It « is Irnt (.ertain plants 
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did belter if permitted to come to maturity i.i p:irticiil;ir 
periods, but the season was so long as very we I lo ailow 
of the arrangement just mentioned. As ibis distribution 
of his time gave the young man a good deal of leisure, lie 
employed it iu the ship-yard. Thus the boat and the gar- 
den were made to advance together, and when the last was 
sown and planted, the first was planked. When the last 
'jed was cot in, moreover, those first set in order were 
alroiidy giving forth their increase, Mark had abundance 
of delicious salad, vouug onions, radishes that seemed to 
grow like mushrooms, young peas, beans, &,c., in quanf.i- 
Tiea that enabled him to turn the hogs out on the Reef, 
and keep them well on the refuse of his garden, assisted a 
little by what was always to be picked up on the rocks. 

By this time Mark had settled on a system which he 
thought to pursue. There was no use in his raising more 
pi«3 ihan he could use. Taking care to preserve the 
breed, therefore, he killed off the pigs, of which he had 
fresh litters, from time. to time; and «-hen he f.iund the 
old hogs gelling to be troublesome, as swine will become 
with years, he just shot them, and buried their bodies in 
his compost heap, or in his garden, where one common- 
sized hog would render highly fertile several yards s<iuare 
of earth ■ or ashes. This practice he continued ever after, 
extendiii'ir it to his fowls and ducks, the latter of which 
produced a great many eggs. By ngidly observing this 
rule Mark avoided an evil which is very common even in 
inhabited countries, that of keeping more stock than is 
good for their owner. Six or eight hena bid more eggs 
tiisn he could consune, and there was always a sufficien 
supply of chickens for his wnnts. In short, our hermit 
had everything he actually required, and most things ihat 
could contribute to his living in great abundance. 1 ne 
necessity of cooking for himself, and the want of pure, cold 
spring water, were the two greatest physical hardships he 
endured. There were moments, indeed, vvlien Mark ivou d 
have gladly yielded one-half of the advantages he actually 
possessed, to have a good spring of living water. 1 nen 
he quelled the' repinings of his spirit at this privation, by 
endeavouring (o rec^tll how many blessings were left at his 
command, compared to the wants and sufferings of many 
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another shipwrecked mariner of wliom he had read or 

The spring passed as pleasantly as theughts of home and 
Uridget would allow, and his beds and plantations flou- 
rished to a degree that surprised him. As for the grass, 
as soon as it once got root, it became a most beneficial 
assistant to hia plans of husbandry. Nor was it grass aione 
that rewarded Mark's labour? and forethought in his mea- 
dows and pastures. Various flowers appeared in ihe herb- 
age; and he was delighted at finding a litlie patch of the 
common wild strawberry, the seed of which had doubtless 
got mixed with those of the grasses, instead of indulginff 
his palate with a taste of this delicious and most salubrioul 
Iruit, Mark carefalij coUected it all, made a bed in his 
garden, and included the cultivation of this among his 
other plants. He would not disturb a single root of the 
twenty or thirty different shoots that he found, all beino 
together, and coining from the same cast of his hand while 
sowing, lest it might die; but, with the seed of tlip fruit 
he was 'less chary. One thing struck Mark as singular' 
Thus far his garden was absolutely free from weeds of 
every sort. The seed that he put into the ground came 
up, and nothing else. This greatly simplified his toil 
(hough he had no doubt that, in the course of time he 
should meet with intruders in his beds. He could bnly 
account for this circumstance by the facts, that the ashes 
of the volcano contained of themselves no combination of 
Ihe elements necessary to produce plants, ,ind that the 
m,niures l.e used, in their nature, were free from weeds 
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CHAPTER. XI 

"The globe around eariii's hollow s 



It was again mid-summer ere Mark Woolston had his 
boat ready for launching. He had taken things leisurely, 
and completed his work in all its parts, before he tlioiight 
of putting the craft into the water. Afraid of worms, he 
used some of the old copper on this boat, too; and he 
painted her, inside and out, not only with fidelity, but with 
taste. Although there was no one but Kitty to talk to, he 
did not forget 16 paint the name which he had given to hia 
new vessel, in her stern-sheets, where he could always see 
it. She was called the " Bridget Yardlej ;" and, notwith- 
standing the unfavourable circumstances in which she had 
been put together, Mark thought she did no discredit to 
her beautiful namesake, when completed. When he had 
everything finished, even to mast and sails, of the last of 
which he fitted her with mainsail and jib, the young roan 
set about hia preparations for getting hia vessel afloat. 

There was no process by which one man could move a 
boat of the size of the Bridget, while out of its proper ele- 
ment, but to launch it by means of regular ways. With a 
view to this contingency, the keel had been laid between 
the ways of the Neshaniony, which were now all ready to 
be used; Of course it was no great job fo make a cradle 
for a b >at, and our boat-Guilder had ' wedged up," and gul 
the kepi of his craft off the 'blocks,' within eight-and-forty 
hours r.fter he had begun upon that part of his task. Il 
only remained to knock away the spur-shores and start 
the boil. Until that instant, Mark had pursued his work 
on thr Hridifct as mechanically and steiidily as if hired by 
thr. day When, however, he perceived that he was so 
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near his goal, a flood of aensationa came over the joiing 
man, and his Jirabs trembled to a degree that compelled 
him le be sealed. Who could tell the consequences lo 
which that boat might lead ? Who knew but the ' Bridget' 
might prove the means of carrying him to his own Bridget, 
and restoring him to civilized life? At that instant, it 
appeared to Mark as if his exislence depended on the 
launching of his boat, and he was fearfnl some unforeseeD 
accident might prevent it. He was obliged lo wait several 
minutes in order lo recover his self-possession. 

At length Mark succeeded in subduing this feeling, and 
he resumed his work with most of his former self-command. 
Everything being, ready, he knocked away the spur-shores, 
and, finding the boat did not start, he gave it a blow with 
a mawl. This set- the mass in motion, and the little craft 
slid down the ways without any interruption, until it be- 
came water-born, when it shot out from the Reef like a 
duck. Mark was delighted with his new vessel, now that 
it was fairly afloat, and saw that it sat on an even keel, 
according to his best hopes. Of course he had not neg- 
lected to secure it with a line, by which he hauled it in 
towards the rock, securing it in a natural basin which was 
ju.st large enough for such a purpose. So. great, indeed, 
were his apprehensions of losing his boat, which now 
seemed so precious to him, ihat he had worked some ring- 
bolts out of the ship and let them into the rock, where he 
had secured them by means of melted lead, in order ic 
make fast to. 

The Bridge^t was not more than a fourth of the size of 
Ihe Neshamony, though rather more than half as long. 
Nevertheless, she was a good boat; and Mark, knowing 
that he must depend on sails principally to move her, had 
budi a short deck forward to prevent the seas from break- 
ing aboard her, as well as to give him a place in which he 
might slow away various articles, under cover from the 
rain. Her ballast was breakers, filled with fresh water, of 
which there still remained several in the ship. All these, 
as well as her masts, sails, oars, &,c., were in her when she 
was launched; and that important event having taken 
place early in the morning, Mark cnnid not testrain his 
mipatience for a cruise, but determined to go out „n the 
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reef at once, further than ho had ever yet ventured in the 
dint-ui in order to explore the seas around him. Accord- 
iii^fy, he put some food on board, loosened his fasts, and 
made snW. 

Tlie instant the boat moved ahead, and began to ooej 
her helm, Mark felt as if he had fonnd a new compamoii. 
Hitherto' Kitty had, in a measure, filled this place; but a 
boat had been the young man's delight on the Delaware, 
iii his boyhood, and he had not tacked his present craft 
mnre than two or three times, before, he caught ■hnnseJf 
talking to it, and commending it, as he would a human 
being. As the wind usually blew in the same direction, 
and generally a good stiff breeze, Mark beat up between 
the Reef and Guano Island, working round the weather end 
of the former, until he came- out at the anchorage of the 
Raiicocus. AfVer beating about in that basin a liitle while, 
as if merely to show off the Bridget to the ship, Mark put 
the former close by the wind, and stood olF in the channel 
by which he and Boh bad brought the latter into her pre- 
sent berth. 

It was easy enough to avoid all such breakers as would 
be dangerous to a boat, by simply keeping out of while 
water ; but the Bridge! could pass over most of the reefs 
with impunity, on account of the depth of the sea on Ihem. 
Mark beat up, on short tacks, therefore, until he found the 
two buoys between which he had brought the ship, and 
passing to windward of them, he stood off in the direction 
where he expected to find the reef over which the Ranco- 
cus had beaten. He was not long in making this disco- 
very There still floated the buoy of the bower, watching 
as faithfully as the seaman on his look-out 1 Mark ran the 
boat up to this well-tried sentinel, and caught the lanyard, 
holding on by it, after lowering his sails. ^ 

The boat was now moored by the buoy-rope of the ship s 
anehor, and it occurred to our young man that a certain 
use might be made of this melancholy memorial of the ca- 
lamity that had befallen the Rancocus. The anchor lay 
quite near a reef, on it indeed in one sense; and tt was m 
such places that fish most abounded. 5 ishmg-lacHle was 
in the boat, and Mark let down a line. His success was 
orodigioua. The fish were hauled in almost as fast as he 
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cadd but and ] ver li :, I, ok ujd nha( «,s more they 
proved to be hrger iiid tiiier thin those nken at tbe old 
lishiii„r grounds By the experience of the hdlf h<ur he 
passed at the spot Mark felt certnin that he could hll bia 
boat tbere in a day s flshinff After haulLng ,n some twenty 
or thirty hoB ever, he cast off from the lanyard hoisted hia 
s;iila, and cr jessed the reef, still worknig to ivindwird 

It was Marks wish t) learn something ot the niture and 
extent of the shoala in this direction M ith (hia object m 
new, he continued beating up sometimes pa^mu bol ily 
through shallow water at oihers going a lout to avoid thit 
winch he thought might be diiigerous until he belieied 
himselt lo be about ten milei, to windward of the I'ilaiid 
2 he ship s masts were his beacon f>r the crater h d .unk 



B horizon 



.nlya 



vals as the b .at was lifted on a swell when it ienred a 
low hummock nearly awash It was with difficulty that 
the naked spars conjd be seen at that distance nor conld 
they be except at moments and that heciuse the compass 
told the young man pxnctly where to look for them 

As tor the appearand e ol (he reefs no naked rock was 
anywhere to be seen ,n this direction though there «ere 
abundant evidences of ihe exHJence of shoili, As well as 
he could judge M rk was of op,ni< n th it these shoals ex- 
tended at least twenty miles in this direction he hiving 
turned up fully five leagues without getting clear of thenf 
At that distance from his solitary home and out of sight 
of everything like iind did the yonug man eat his frugal 
but good and nourishing dinner with his jib^heet to wind- 
ward and tbe boat hove to The freahne-g of the breeze 
had induced hiin to reef and under thii short sail he found 
the Bridget e erything he could wish It wrts now about 
the middle of the afternoon, and Mark thought it prudent 
lo (urn out his reef, and run down for (he crater. In half 
an hour he caught a sight of the spars of the ship; and ten 
minutes later, the Summit appeared above the horizon 

It had been the intention of our young sailor to slay 
out all night, had the weather been promising Hia 
wish >vas(o ascertain how he might manage the boat. 
Single-handed, M'hde he slept, and also to learn the extend 
of fhe shoals. As the extraordinary fertility of the crater 
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superseded the necessity of his lahouricig much to keep 
himself supplied with food, he had formed a plan of cruis- 
ing off the shoals, for days at a time, in the hope of failing 
in with something that was passing, and which might carry 
him back to the iiaunts of men. No vessel would or could 
CI >me in sight of the crater, so long as the existence of the 
roefs was known ; hut th ■ course steered by the Rancocua 
was a proof that ships did occasionally pass in that ([uarter 
of the Pacific. Mark had indulged in no visionary hopes 
(j!i this subject, for he knew he might keep in the offing a 
twelvemonth and see nothing; but an additional twenty- 
four hours might realize-all his hopes. 

The weather, however on this his first experiment, did 
not encourage him to remain out the whole night, On Iho 
contrary, by^ihe time the crater was in sight, Mark thought 
he had not seen a more portentous-looking sky since He 
h:id been on the Reef. There was a fiery redness m the 
iitmosphere that alarmed him, and he would have rejoiced 
to be at home, in order to secure his stock within the cra- 
ter. From the' appearances, he anticipated another tem- 
pest with its flood. It is true, it was not the season when 
ihe last occurred, but the climate might admit of these 
changes. The difference between summer and winter was 
very trifling oa that reef, aiii! a hurricane, or a gale, was 
as likely to occur in the one as in the other. 

Just as the Bridget was passing the two buoys by which 
the ship-channel had been marked, her sail flapped. This 
was a bad omen, for it betokened a shift of wind, which 
rarely happened, unless it might be from six months to six 
months, without being the precursor of some sort of a storm. 
Mark was still two miles from the Reef, and the little wind 
there was soon came ahead. Luckily, it was smooth water, 
and very little air sufficed to force th^it light craft ahead, 
while there was usually a current setting from that point 
towards the crater. The birds, moreover, seemed uneasy, 
the air being filled with them, thousands flying over the 
boat, around which they wheeled, screaming and appa- 
rently terrified. At first Mark ascribed this unusual be- 
haviour of his feathered neighbours to the circumstance of 
their now seeing a boat for the commencement of such an 
acquaintance; but, recollecting how often he had passed 
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their hamits, in llie dingui, when thej wnuld nardly get 
oQf of tlie way, he soon fed certain there must be another 
rsason for this singular conduct. 

The- sun went down, in a bank of lurid fire, and the 
Bridget wiis siill a mile Troni the ship. A neiv apprelien- 
s ion now came over our hermit. Should a tempest bring 
the wind violently from the westward, aa was very likely 
io be the case under actual circumstances, he might be 
driven otit to sea, and, did the little craft resist the waves, 
forced so far off as to make him lose the Reef altogether. 
Then it was, that Mark deeply felt how much had been 
left him, by casting his lot on that beautiful and luxuriant 
crater, instead of reducing him to those dregs of misery 
which' so many shipwrecked mariners are compelled to 
swallow! How much, or how many of the blessings that 
he enjoyed on the Reef, would he not have been willing 
to part with, thiit evening, in order to secure a safe arrival 
at the side of (he Rancoeus! By the utmost care to profit 
by every puff of air, and by handling the boat with the 
greatest- skill, this happy result was obtained, however, 
without any sacrifice. 

About nine o'clock, and not sooner, the boat was well 
secured, and Mark went into 'his cabin. Here he knelt 
and returned thanks to God, for his safe retur;i to a place 
that was getting to be as precious to him as the love of life 
could render it. After this, tired with his day's work, the 
young man got into his berth and endeavoured to sleep. 

The fatigue of the day, notwithstanding the invigorating 
freshness of the breeze, acted as an anodyne, and our 
young man soon forgot his adventures and his boat, in 
profound slumbers. It was many hours ere Hark awoke, 
and when he did, it was with a sense of suffocation. At 
first he thought the ship had taken fire, n lurid light gleam- 
ing in at ihe open door of the cabin, and he sprang to his 
feet in recollection of the danger he ran from the maga- 
zine, as well as from being burned. But no cracking of 
flames reaching his ears, he dressed hastily and went out 
on the poop. He had just reached this deck, when he felt 
the whole ship tremble from her truck to her keel, and a 
rushing of water was heard on all sides of him, as if a flood 
were coming. Hissing sounds were heard, and streams 
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ii{ fire, and gleams of iurid light were seen in the air. It 
wns a terrible moment, and one that migJit well induce .itiv 
niiiti to imagine that time was drawing to its close. 

Mark Woolston now cum pre hen tied his situation, noi- 
withstandinc' the intense darkness which prevailed, except 
ill those brier intervals or^urid light. He had felt the 
shock of an earthquake, and the volunno had suddenly be- 
come active. Smoke and ashes certainly filled the air, and 
our poor Iiermit instinctively looked towards his crater, 
already Bo verdant and lively, in the expectation of see- 
ing it vomit flames. Everything there was tranquil ; the 
danger, if danger there was, was assuredly more remote. 
But the murky vapour which rendered breathing esceed- 
ingly difficult, also obstructed the view, and prevented his 
s<ieing where the explosion really was. For a brief space 
oiir young man fancied he must certainly be suffocated; 
but a shift of wind came, and blew away the oppressive 
vapour, clearing the atmosphere of its sdlphurous and most 
offensive gases and odours. Never did feverish tongue 
enjoy the cooliiig and healthful draught, more than Mark 
rejoiced in this change. The wind had got back to its old 
quarter, and the air he respired soon became pure and re- 
ffeshing. Had the impure atmosphere lasted ten minutes 
longer, Mark fell persuaded he couid uot have breathed it 
with any safety. 

The light was now most impatiently expected by our 
young man. The minutes seemed to drag ; but, at length, 
(he usual signs of returning day became apparent to him, 
and he got on the bowsprit of the ship, as if to meet it in 
its approach. There he stood looking to the eastward, 
eager to have ray after ray shool into the firmament, when 
he was stiddenly struck with a change in that quarter of 
the ocean, which at once proclaimed the power of the effort 
whirh the earth had made in its subterranean throes. 
Naked rocks appeared in places where Mark was certain 
water in abundance liad existed a few hours before. The 
sea-wall, directly ahead of the ship, and which never showed 
itself above the surface more than two or iiiree inches, in 
any part of it, and that onlytat exceedingly neap (ides, 
was now not onJy bare for a long distance, but parts rose 
len and fifteen feet above the surrounding sea Thia 
14" 
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proved, at once, that the carthqudkp "nd thrust opwird a 
vast surface of the reef, complelely altering ihe whole ip 
pearance of the shiia! ! In a word nature hid mide rjji ther 
effort, and islands had been created is it might be lu the 
twinkling of an eye. 

Mark was no sooner assured of this stupendous ftct than 
he hurried on to the poop, in order to aBcertam wlnt 
changes iiad occurred in and ibout the crater It had 
been pushed upward, in common with all the rocks for 
miles on every side of it, though wilhrut disturbing its 
surface! By the computation of our young nnn the Reot, 
which previously lay about six feet above the level o( the 
ocean, was now fully twenty, so miny cubits having been 
by one single but miglity effort ot nature added to ils sti 
ture. The planks which led from the stern ol the vessel 
to the shore, and which had formed a descent neve now 
nearly level, so much water having left the b ism as to pro- 
duce this change. Still the ship fl )ated enough remaining 
io keep her keel clear of the biKtom 

Impalient to learn all, Mark lan ishore for by this time 
it was broad daylight, and hastened into the crater with 
■in intention to ascend at once to the Summit \a he 
passed along, he could detect no change whatever on the 
surface of the Reef; everything lying just as it had been 
left, and the pigs and poultry were al their tisuil business 
iif providing for their own wants Ashe" however were 
strewn over the rocks to a depth that left his footprints -is 
distinct as they could have been made m a light snow 
Within the crater the same appearances were observed 
fully an inch of ashes covering its verdint pT^tures and the 
whole garden. This gave Mark very little c mcern for 
he knew that the first rain would wash this drib! ikiug 
mantle into the earth, where it w uld aii'itter all the pi 
poses of a rich dressing of manure 

On reaching the Summit, our )oung man vias enabled 
to form a belter opinion of the vist chansres whah hid 
been wrought around him, by this sudden eleiation jl the 
earth's crusL Everywhere sea seemed to be c nverted 
into land, or, at least, into rock All the white witer h 1 1 
disappeared, and in its place arise islands of rti-k or 
ff«ud, or sand, A good deal nf the last w as to be seen and 
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some quite near the Ueef, as we shall still c 
the iahmd of the crater. Island, however, it could wow 
nardly he termed. It is true thnt ribands of water ap- 
proached it on al! sides, resembling creeks, and rivers :iiid 
smitl! souii:!a; l.iut, as M;irk stood there on the Summit, it 
seemed tu him that it was now possible to walk fi>r leagues, 
in every direction, commencing at the crater and fullowing 
the lines <>f reefs, and rocks, and sands, that had been bid 
bare by (he late upheaving. 'I'he extent of this change 
gave him conffdenoe in its permanency, and the young man 
had hopes that what had thus been produced by the Provi- 
dence of God would be permitted to rejnain, to. answer his. 
own benevolent purpoaea. It certainly made an immense 
difference in his own situation. The boat could still be 
used, but it was now possible for him to ramble for hours, 
if not for days, along the neeks, and banks, and hummocks, 
and swales that had been formed, and that with a dry foot. 
His limits were so much enlarged as to offer something 
like a new world to his enterprise and curiosity. 

The crater, nevertbele.ss, was apparently about the centre 
of tliia new creation. To the south, it is true, the eye 
.could not penetrate more than two or three leagues. A 
vast, duii-looking cloud, atill covered the sea in that direc- 
tion, veiling its surface far and wide, and mingling with 
the vapours of the upper atmosphere. Somewhere within 
this cloud, how far or how near from him he knew not, 
Mark made no doubt a new outlet to the pent forces of the 
inner earth was to be found, forming another and an active 
crater for the exit of the fires beneath. Geohigy was a 
science that had not made its present progress in (he day 
of Mark Woolston, but his education had been too-good to 
leave him totally without a iheorv for what had happened. 
He supposed that thq internal fires had priwiuced so miicl 
gas, juat beneath thia spot, as to open crevices at the bot- 
tom of the ocean, through which water had flowed in suffi- 
ce qa esoceea s bo y of sen 'hich steam 
been he mmed e e f f ^ much of the 

ck an d f o e hq ke. At tne 

Bane e e fi e h J d nijprt; and 

fo „ o en h y h d go o ne be surface aa 

o fo ce a ch m ey fo he o vn ex t n he form of thia 
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new crater, of the existence of which, from a!l tiie i.jgns to 
the snnthwnrd, Mark did not cntertnin the smallest doubt 

This theory may have been true, in whole or in part, ot 
it may have been altogether erroneous. Such Kpeciilations 
iseldom turn out to be minutely accurate. So many un- 
known causes exist in so many unexpected forms, as to 
render precise estimates of their effects, in cases of physical 
phenomena, almost as uncertain as tiiose which follow 
similar attempts nl an' analysis of human motives and hu- 
man conduct. Tlie man who has been much the subject 
of the cimjeotures and opinions of his fellow-creatures, in 
this way, must have mnny occasions to wonder, and some 
to smile, when he sees how completely those around him 
misjudge his wishes and impulses. Although formed of 
the same substance, influenced by the same selfishness, 
and governed by the same passions, in nothing do men 
oftener err than in this portion of the exercise of iheir in- 
tellects. The errors arise from one man's rigidly judging 
his feliow by hiniaelf, and that which he would do he fan- 
cies others would' do also. This rule would be pretty safe. 
Could We always penetrate into the wants and longingjfof 
others, which quite as often fail to correspontl closely with 
our own, as do their characters, fortunes, and hopes. 

At first sight, Mark had a good deal of difficulty in un- 
derstanding the predominant nature of the very many 
bodies of water that were to be seen on every side of him. 
On the whole, there still remained almost as much of one 
element as of the other, in the view; which of itself, bow- 
ever, was a vast change from what had previously been the 
condition of the shOals. There were large bodies of water, 
linle lakes in extent, which it was obvious enough must 
disappear under the process of evaporation, no communi- 
cation existing between thein and the open ocean. But, 
on the other hand, many of these sheets were sounds, or 
arms of the sen, that must always continue, since ihey 
might be traced, far as eye could reach, towards the mighty 
Pacific. Such, Mark was induced to believe, was the fact 
with the iielt of water that still surrounded, or nearly sur- 
rounded the Reef; for, placed where he was, the young 
man was unable to ascertain whether the latter had, or had 
not, at a particular point, any land communication with an 
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ge of naked rock, sand, mid ml depi-s!(, 

that stretched awiiy to the westward, tor ieafcue" In oh- 
vioua connection with this broad resch of what might be 
termed hare groiiid were Ruatio and Loam lahnda, nei- 
ther of which WIS an islind any longer, eitcept as it was a 
part of the whole formiticn around it. Nevertheles-, oui 
young man was not « rry to see that the channel around 
the Reel still washed the bases of both those importaiii 
places of deposit, leavmg it m his power to transport their 
valuibie manures by me ins of the raft, or boat. 

The situation of the ship nest became the matter of 
Marks mQDt curious and interested investigation. She 
was clearly afloil and the basin in which she rode had a 
communicition on each side of it, with the sound, or inlet, 
that still encircled the Reef, Descending to the shore, 
our young miiriner got into the dirigiii, and pulled out round 
the jessei, to make a more minute examination. So very 
limpid was the water of that sea, it was easy enough to 
discern a bright object on the bottom, at a depth of several 
fathoms. There were uo streams in that part of the world 
to pour their deposits into the ocean, and air itself is 
scarce more transparent than the pure water of tlie ocean, 
when unpolluted with any foreign substiinces. All it wants 
is light, to enable the eye lo reach into its mysteries for h 
long way. Mark could very distinctly perceive the sand, 
beneath the Rancocus' keel, and saw that the ship still 
floated two or three feet clear of the botiom. It was near 
high water, however; and there being usually a tide of 
-about twenty inches, it was plain enough that, on eertam 
winds, the good old craft would come in pretty close con- 
tact with the bottom. All expectation of ever getting the 
vessel out of the basin must now be certainly abandoned, 
since she lay in a sort of cavity, where ihe water was six 
or eight feet deeper than it was within a hundred yards on 
each side of her. 

Havuig ascertained these facts, Mark provided hirasell 
n'ith a fowling-piece, provisions, &.C., and set out to ex- 
plore his newly acquired territories on foot. His steps 
were first directed to the point where it appeared to the 
eye, that the vast range of dry land to the westward, ex- 
lending both north and south, hpd become connecied wilb 
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the Reef. If such ciinjiection existed at all, it was by two 
very narrow neclta of rock, of equal height, both of which 
had come up out of the water under the late action, which 
action had considerably altered and extended the shores 
of Crater Island. Sand appeared in various places alonff 
these shores, now; whereas, previously to the earthquako, 
they had everywhere been nearly perpendicular rocks. 

Mark was walking, with an impatient step, towards the 
neck just mentioned, and which was at no great distance 
from the ship-ynrd, when his eye waa attracted towards e 
sandy beach of several acres in extent, that spread itself 
along the margin of the rocks, as clear from every impurity 
aa it was a few hours before, when it had been raised from 
out of the bosom of the ocean. To him, it appeared that, 
water was trickling through this sand, coniine from beneath 
the lava of the Reef. At first, he supposed it was mefely 
the remains of some small portion of the ocean that had 
penetrated to a cavity within, and which was now trickling 
back through the, crevices of the rocks, to find its level, 
under the great law of nature. But it looked so pleasant 
k> see once more water of any sort coming upwards from 
the earth, that the young man jumped down upon the sands, 
and hastened to the spot for further inquiry. Scoopinir up 
a little of the water in the hollow of his hand, he found it 
sweet, soft, and deliciously cool. Here was a discovery, 
indeed! The physical comfort for which he most pined 
was thus presented to him, as by a direct gift from heaven ; 
and no miser who had found a hoard of hidden gold, could 
have felt so great pleasure, or a tenth part of the gratitude, 
of our young hermit, if hermit we may call one who did 
not voluntarily seek his seclusion from the world, and wlio 
worshipped God less as a penance than from love and 
adoration. 

Before quitting this new-found treasure, Mark opened a 
cavity in the sand to receive the water, placing stone around 
it to make a convenient and clean little baain. In ten 
minutes this place was filled wilh water almost as limpid 
as air, iind every way aa delicious as the palate of man 
could require. The young man could scarce tear himsell 
away from the spot, but fearful of drinking too much he 
did so, after a time. Before quilting the spring, however. 
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h. placed . stone of some size at a gap in the rock a pre- 
caution that completely prevented the hogs, should ihey 
Btroll that way from descending to the beach and delilmg 
the limpid basin. As soon as he had leisure Mark re- 
solved to sink a barrel in the sand, and to build a tence 
around it; after which the stock might descend and drink 
ai a pool he should form below, at pleasure. 

Mark proceeded. Od reaching the narrowest part ol 
the ' Neck 'he found that the rocks did not meet, but the 
Reef still remained an island. The channel that separiited 
the two points of rock was only about twenty feet wide, 
however/though it was of fully twice that depth. The 
voune man found it necessary to go back to the ship-yard 
(no eteat distance, by the way), and to bring a plank with 
which to make a bridge. This done, he passed on to the 
newly emerged territory. As might hive been expected, 
the rocks vi^ere found tolerably well furnished with fish, 
which had sot caught in pools and crevices when the water 
flowed into the sea ; and what was of still more importance 
another and a mut^h larger spring of fresh water was found 
quite near the bridge, gushing through a deposit ot sanl 
of some fifteen or twenty acres in extent. The water ot 
this spring had run down into a cavity, where it had already 
formed a little lake of some two acres in surface, and 
whence it was already running into the sea, by overflowing 
its banks. These two discoveries induced Mark to return 
to the Reef again, in quest of the stock. After laying 
another-plank at his bridge, he called every creature he 
had over into the new territory ; for so great was the com- 
mand he had obtained over even the ducks, that all came 
willingly at bis call. As for Kitty, she was never more 
happy than when trotting at his side, accompanying hira 
in his walks, like a dog. . - .,,• 

Glad enough were the pigs, in particular, to obtain tins 
new range. Here wa^ everything they could want; food 
in thousands, sand to root on, fresh water to diink, pools 
to wallow in, and a range for their migratory propensities. 
Mark had no sooner set them at work on the sea-weed and 
shell-fish that abounded there, for the time being at least, 
than he foresaw he should hi>ve to erect a gate at bis 
bridge, and keep the hogs here most of the time. WitH 
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such a range, and the deposits of the tides alone, tliej 
would have no great difficulty in malting their own living. 
This would enable him to increase the number kept, whioli 
he had hitherto been obliged to keep down with the most 
rigid attention to the increase. 

Mark now set out, in earnest, on his travels. He waa 
absent from the R-eef the entire day. At one time, he 
thought he was quite two leagues in a straight line from 
ll'H ship, though he had been compelled to Walk four to 
g>! '''ere. Everywhere he found brge sheets of salt water, 
that h-M] been leli on the rocks, in consequence of the ca- 
vities in the latter. In several Instances, these litile liikea 
were near a mde in length, having the most beautifully 
undulating outlines. None of them were deep, of course, 
though their bottoms varied. Some of these bolioms werii 
clean rock; others contained large deposits of mud; and 
others, again, were of a clean, dark-coloured sand. One, 
und one. only, had a bottom of a bright, light-coloured sand. 
As a matter of course, ihese lakes, or pools, must shortly 
evaporate, leaving their bottoms bare, or encrusted with 
salt. One thing gave the young man great salisfaclion. 
He hnd kept along the margin of the channel that com- 
municated with the water that surrounded the Reef, and, 
when al the greatest distance from ihe crater, he ascended 
a rock that must have had an elevation of- a hundred feet 
above the sea. Of course most of this rock had been above 
water previously to the late eruption, and Mark had often 
seen it at a distance, though he had never.ventnred through 
the white water near so far, in the dingui. When on its 
apex, Mark got an extensive view of the scene around him. 
In the first place, he traced the channel just mentioned, 
quite into open water, which now appeared distinctly not 
many leagues further, towards the norlh-west. There were 
a great many other channels, some mere ribands of water, 
others narrow sounds, and many resembling broad, deep, 
serpenting creeks, which last was their (rue chnracter 
being stricily inlets from rhe sea. The lakes,. ot pools' 
could he seen in hundreds, creating some Confusion in the 
view ; but all these, must soon disappear, in that climate. 

Towards the southward, however, Mark found the objects 
of his greatest wonder and admiration. By the lime he 
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ceaulied the apex of the rock, the smoke in that quarter 
ol tlie horizon had, in a great measure, risen from ihe sea; 
tlioiigh a coliiinii of it continued £o ascend towards a vast, 
dun-coloured clouif that overliung the phice. 'I'o Mark's 
astonisinnent he had seen some dark, dense body first 
.looming ilirpugh the rising vapour. When the last was 
SiilBciently removed, a high, ragged mountain became 
riistinctly visible. He thought it arose at least a thousand 
feet aboise the ocean, and that it eould not be less than a 
leagueiii eslent. This exhibition of the power of nature 
filled the young man's soul with adoration and reverencn 
for the mighty Being that could set such elemenis at work. 
It did not alarm him, but rather tended to qniel his long- 
ings to quit the place ; for he who lives amid such scenes 
feels that he is so much nearer to the arm of God than 
those who dwell in uniform security, as to think less of 
ordinary advantages than is common, 

Mark knew that there must have been a dislocation of 
the rocks, to produce such a change as that he saw to (he 
southward. It was wel! for him it occurred there HI a dis- 
tance, as he then thought, of ten or fifteen miles from the 
Reef, though in truth it was at quite fifty, instead of hap 
penmg beneath him. It was po-ssible, however, for one 
to have been on the top of that mountain, and to have 
lived through the late change, could the lungs of man have 
breathed the atmosphere. Not far from this mountain a 
column of smoke rose out of the sea, and Mark fancied 
that, at moments, he could discern the summit of an active 
crater at its base. 

After gazing at these astonishing changes for a long 
time, our young man descended IVoni (he height and re- 
traced his steps homeward. Kitty gladly preceded him, 
and some time after the sun had set, they regained the 
ReeE About a mile short of home, Mark passed all (he 
iings, snugly deposited in a bed of mud, where they had 
escouced themselves for the night, as one draws himself 
beneath his blanket. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

"All lliiigs in common tinmte slioiild prnduco 
Without sweat or eiitU'Eivour : treason, Colony, 
Swore], pike, gun, or need of any engino 
Would I not have; bul nature sliould bring fortt 
Of its own feind, all foizen, all abundance 
To feed my innocent people." 

For the next ten days Mark WooistoD did iittle but es 
plore. By crossing I he cliannel around the Reef, wiiico 
he had named the 'Armlet' (the young iiian often talked 
to himself), he reached the sea-wall, and, once (here, he 
made a long excursion to the eastward. He now walked 
dryshoS over those very reefa among which he had so re- 
cently sailed in the Bridget, ihough the ship-channel through 
which he and Bob hud brought in the Ilancocus still re- 
mained. The two buoys that had marked the narrow pas- 
sage were found, high and dry; and the anchor of the ship, 
thai by which she rode after beating over the rocks into 
deep water, was to be seen so near the surface, that the 
stock could be reached by the hiiiid. 

There was little difference in character between the 
newly-made land to windward and that which Mark had 
found in the opposite direction. Large pools, or lakes, of 
salt water, deposits of mud and sand, some of which were 
of considerable extent and thickness, sounds, creeks, and 
arms of the sea, with here and there a hummock of rock 
that rose fifteen or twenty feet above the face of the main 
body, were the distinguishing peculiarities. For two days 
Mark explored in this direction, or to windward, reaching 
as far by his estimate of the distance, as the place where 
he had bore up in his cruise in the Bridget. Finding a 
great many obstacles in the way, chimnels, mud, &c., he 
determined, on the afternoon of the second day, to return 
home, get a stock of supjilies, and come out in the boat, 
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ill Older to ascertain if he could not now reach the open 
water to windward. 

Oil the morning of the fourth day after the earthquake, 
and the occurrence of the mighty change ihat had altered 
the whole face of the scene around him; the young man 
got under way in ihe Bridget. He shaped his course to 
windward, beating out of the Armlet by a narrow passage, 
that carried him into a reach that stretched away for several 
miles, to the northward and eastward, in nearly a straight 
line. This passage, or soutid, was about half a mile in 
width, and there was water enough in nearly all parts of it 
to float the largest sized vessel. By this passage the poor 
hermit, small as was his chance of ever seeing such an 
event occur, hoped it might he possible to come to the 
very side of the Reef in ^ ship. 

When about three leagues from the crater, the ' Hope 
Channel,' as Mark nameii this long and direct passage, 
divided into two, one trending still more to the northward, 
running nearly due north, indeed, while the other might 
be followed in a south-easterly direction, far as the eye 
could reach. Mark named tiie rock at the junction ' Point 
Fork,' and chose the latter passage, which appeared (he 
most promising, and the wind permitting him to lay through 
it. The Bridget tacked in the Forks, therefore, and stood 
away to the south-east, pretty close to the wind. Various 
other channels communicated with this main passage, or 
the Hope; and, about noon, Mark tacked into one of them, 
heading about north-east, when trimmed up sharp lo do so 
The water was deep, and at first the passage was half a 
mile in width ; but after standing along it for a mile or two, 
it seemed all at once to terminate in an oval basin, that 
might have been a mile in its largest diameter, and which 
was bnnndeii to the eastward by a bell of rock that rose 
some twenty feet above the water. The bottom of this 
basin was a clear beautiful sand, and its depth of water, 
on sounding, Mark found was uniformly about eight fa- 
thoms. A more safe or convenient basin for the anchorage 
of ships could not have been formed by the art of man, 
had tlicre been an entrance to it, and any inducement for 
them tc, come there. 

Mark had beaten about 'Oval Harbour,' as he named 
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Ihe place, for half an hour, before he was airuck by tliu 
circi.mislaiioe lliflt Ihe even charr.cter <il' its surfacB appeareU 
to bn a little disturbed by a slight undulation which seemed 
\a fnme Ironi its north-eastern extremity, '['nokinij the 
Bridget, he stood in that direction, and on reaching the 
place, found that there was a passage through the rock of 
about a hundred yards in width. The wind periiiiuiug, 
the boat shot through this passage, and was iiumediatelj 
heaving and setfing in the long swells of the open ocean. 
At fitst Mark was startled by tha roar of the waves that 
plunged iato the caverns of the rocks, and trembled lest 
■ his boat might be hove up j^iainst that hard and iron-bound 
coasti where one tosa would shatter his little craft into 
splinters. Too ste^idy a seaman, However, to abandon his 
object unnecessarily, he stood on, and soon found he could 
weather the rocks under hia lae, tacking in time. After 
two or ihree short stretches were made, Mark found him- 
self half a mile to windward of a long line, or coast, of 
dark rock, that rose from twenty to [wenty-live feet above 
the level of the water, and beyond all ciuestion in the open 
ocean. He hove-to to sound, and let forty fathoms of tine 
out tvithout reaching bottom. But everywhere lo"leeward 
of him was land, or rock; while everywhere to windward, 
as well as ahead and astern, it was clear water. This, 
then, was the eastern lirtiit of the old sbosls, now convened 
mlo dry land. Here the Itancocus had, unknown to her 
officers, first run into the midst of these shoals, by which 
she had ever since been environed. 

It was not easy to compute the precise distance from the 
outlet or inlet of Oval Harbour, to the crater. Mark 
thought it might be five-and-lwenty miles, in a straight 
line, judging equally by the eye, and the lime he had been 
in running it. The Summit was not to be seen, however, 
any more thaii the masts of the ship; though the distant 
Peak, and the column of dark smoke, remained in sight, 
as elerual land-marks. The young man might have been 
an hour in the open sea, gradually hsuling off the land, in 
order to keep clear of the coast, when he bethought hiui 
of returning. It required a good deal of nerve to run in 
towards those rocks, under all the circumstances of the 
lase. The wind blew fresh, so much indeed as to induce 
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Mark to reef, but there must always be a heavy swell roll- 
ing in upon (iiat iron-bound snore. The shock of such 
waves exficiidiiig liieir whole force on perpendicnlar rocks 
may be itnagitieil better than it caii.be described. There 
w;is a.11 undyiiia: rosr al! along that coiist, pruduoetl by these 
iiiee?s!iiit collisions of the eleraeuls; and oooasionidly, 
whun a sea entered n, cavern, in a way smideiiiy to espel 
its air, the suutid resembled that which some huge animal 
might be supposed to utter in its agony, or its anger. Of 
course, the spray was flying high, and the entire line of 
bUck rockij was white wilt) its particles. 

Mark had unwittingly omitted to take any land-'marks 
to his inlet, or strait. lie had no other means of (indiiig 
it, therefore, than to discover a spot in which the line of 
wliite was broken. This inlet, however, he remembered 
did not open at right angles to the const, but obliipiely; 
and it was very possible to be within a hundred yards of 
It, and not see it. This fact our yonfig sailor was not lonj; 
in ascertaining; for standing in towards the point where 
he expected to fihd ihe entrance, and going as close iii the 
shore as he dared, he could see nothing of the desired pas- 
sage. For an hour did he search, passing lo and fro, but 
without success The idea of remaining out in the open 
sea for the night, and to windward of such an inhospitable 
coast, was anything but pleasant lo Mark, and he deter- 
mined to stand to the northvvard, now, while it was day, 
and, look for some other entrance. 

For four hours did Mark Woolston run along those dark 
rocks, whitened only by the spray of the wide ocean, with- 
out perceiving a point at which a boat might even land. 
As he was now running off (he wind, and had turned oul 
his reef, he supposed he must have gone at least five-nnd- 
twenty miles, if not ihin>, in that time; and thus had he 
some means of judging of the extent of his new territories. 
About five in the aftermon a cape, or heatllaiid, was 
reached, when ihe coast suddenly Irended to the westward. 
This, then, was the nortli-eastern Hn2:Ie of the entire for- 
nintion, and Hark named it Ca|ie North-Eust. The bo-.it 
was now jibed, and ran off weiit, a liiile ni)riherly, fur an- 
other hour, keeping quite close in to ihe coast, which was 
no longer dangeroui as soon as the Cape wf.b doubie(3 
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Tlie seas broke upon the rocks, as a mnlter of course ; bu 
there being a lee, i£ was only under the power of the 
ceaseless unduhitiotis of the ocean. Even the force wfiht. 
wiud was now much less felt, (he Bridget oarrjiuo ivhole 
sail when hauled up, as Mark placed her several limes, in 
order to examine apparent inlets. 

It was getting to be too late to think of reaching Iiome 
thai night, for ruriiiiiig in those ujtknown channels after 
dark was nut a desirable course for an e.\plorer to adopt. 
Our young man, iherefiire, limiied his search to some place 
where he might lie uiilil the return of lighl. It is true, 
ifie lee formed by the rocks was now such as to enable him 
to remain outside, with safety, until morning; but he pre- 
ferred greatly to get within the islands, if possible, to trust- 
ing himself, while asleep, to the mercy of the open ocean. 
Just as the sun was setting, leaving the evening cool and 
pleasant, after the warmth of an exceedingly hot day, the 
boat doubled n piece of low headland ; and Mark hud half 
made up his mind to get under its lee, and he»ve a grapnel 
ashore; in order lo ride by his cable during the approach- 
ing night, when an opening in the coast greeted his eyes. 
It was just as he doubled the cape. This opening appeared 
to be a quarter of a mile In width, and it had perfectly 
smooth water, a half-gunshot wilbin ils mouth. The helm 
was put down, the sheets hauled all, and the Bridget lulFed 
into this creek, estuary, sound, or harbour, whichever it 
might prove to be. For twenty minutes did Mark stand 
on through this passage, when suddenly it expanded into 
a basin, or bay, of considerable extent This was at a 
distance of about a league within the coast. This bay was 
a league long, and half a league in width, the boat entering 
it close to its weather side. A long and wide sandy heach 
oflered on that side, and the young man stood along it a 
short distance, until the sight of a spring induced him to 
put his helm down. The boat luffed short round, and 
came gently upon the beach. A grapnel was thrown on 
the sands, and Mark leaped ashore. 

The water proved to be sweet, cool, and every way deli- 
cious. 'J his was at least the twentieth spring which had 
been seen tiial day, though it was the first of which the 
waters bad been tasted. This new-born beach had every 
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of linviiig been exposed to iho ;iir a thousand 
years. The sand was perfectly clean, and "f a bright 
golden colour, and it was well strewed with shells of the 
most magnificent colours and size. The odour of ilieir 
liite tenants alone proclaimed the fict of their recent ship- 
wreck. This, however, w^is' nn evil that n single month 
wauld repair; and our sailor determined to malie another 
voyage to this bay, which he called Shell Bay, in order to 
procure some of its treasures. It was true he could not 
pl:ice them before the delighted eyes of Bridget, but he 
might arrange them in his cabin, and fancy that she was 
giizing at their beauties. After drinking at the spring, 
and supping on the rocks above, Mark arranged a mattress, 
p 'd d f h p pose, in the boat, and went to sleep, 

E ly the Bridget was again under way, 

I I h er had both bathed and broken his 

B h h d d very morning throughout the year, 
i lly ht also. A day of exertion usually 

fJ d h b h did a night of sweet repose also. In 
li h p tie couia be more fortunate. From 

' fi i d h 1 b n abundant ; and now he possessed 
p fi y i ding the wants of all dependent on 
' Of 1 h I , he had an inexhaustible supply, a 

II P f h cargo consisting of coarse cotton 

J I d vith which to purchase snndal-wood. 

i ^ d I ioua water was now added in inex- 

h hi q The late changes had given to Mark's 

p y fficient to occupy him months, even 

pl g h giily, as it was his purpose to do. 
G 1 h I s he is everywhere. This our se- 

\ 'i a f 1 be a most precious consolation. 

Ag d I day, was he now in the practice of 

p direciiy with his Creator; not in cold 
f! m f and commonplaces, but with such 

y g f h I Jid such feelings of love and refer- 

ence, as an active and living faith can alone, by the aid 
of the Divine Spirit, awaken in the human breast. 

After crossing Shell Bay, the Bridge! continued on for 
a couple of hours, running south, wssterlv, through a pas. 
sage of a good width, until it met another channel, at a 
point which Mark at once recognized as the Forks. When 
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al Point Fork, iie liriti only to follow Ihe track he had 
come Ihe previous day, in order lo arrive at the Reef. 
The enter could be seen from the Forks, and there was 
oonaeqiieatlj i Ijeicon m sight, lo direot the advetUnrer, 
had he mnted such assistance, which he did not, how- 
ever, iince he now recognized objects perfftly well as he 
advanced About ten o olock h" ran alongside of the ship, 
wlierp he found everyihiig^ps i>' liad left it Lighdng the 
fire, he put on food buC lentjo last him for another cruise, 
and (hen went u, into the cross-trees in order to take a 
better loot 'hin he hid yet obtiined, of the slate of ihmga 
lo the "outhn nd 

By (his lime the vast murky cloud that had so long over- 
hung ihe new outlet of the volcano, wis dispersed it was 
suicceded by one of nrdimry size, in which the thread of 
smoke thil iirose from the crater, terminated Of course 
the surrounding atmosphere v 
distance obstructed the view 
sublime sight, issuing, as it did, from the ocean without 
any relief- Mark in w began to think he had niiscalcu- 
iated Its height, and th it it imB;hl be two thousand feet, 
instead of one, above the uater 1 here it was, in all its 
glory, blue and mistj, but ragged and noble The crater 
was rieirlv many miles beyond il, the young imn being 
satisfied ifier this look, that he had not yet seen its sum- 
mit He alao increased his distance from Vulcan's Peak, 
as he named the mountam, to ten leagues, at least After 
silling in the cross-trees for fully an hour, gizintr al this 
height with aa much pleasure is the connoisaeur ever stu- 
died picture, or statue, the young rnan determined to at- 
terjipt a voyage to that place, in the Bridget To him, 
siith an expedition hid the charm of ihe novelty and 
change which a journey from country to town t-onld bring 
lo (he vveined worldling, who sighed for the enjojment 
of Ills old hiunts, after a season pissed in the ennui of his 
country house It is true, great novelties had been pre- 
sented to our solitary youth, by tlv gre it changes wrought 
immediately in hia neighbourhood, and ihey hdd now kept 
hiin for a week in a condition ol high exciiemeni, but 
nothing they presented could equal the interest he felt in 
that distant mountain, which had arisen so suddenly m a 
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horizon that he had been accustomed to see bare of any 
object but clouds, for near eighteen months. 

That afternoon Mark made all his preparafiona for a 
eoyage that he felt might be one of great moment lo him. 
All the symptoms of convulsions in the earth, however, 
had ceased ; even the rumbling sounds which he had heard, 
or imagined, in tbe stillnerfs of the night, being no longer 
audible. From that bou.„^, therefore, he had no greal 
apprehensions of danger; thougH'li.e. ■ was a sort of dread 
majesty in tile exhibition of the power of nat-re that he 
hod so lately witnessed, which disposed him lo approach 
tile scene of its greatest effort with secret awe. So much 
did he thiiil! of the morrow and its possible consequences, 
that he-did not get asleep f<n two or three hours, though 
he awoke in the morning unconscious of any want of rest. 
An hour later, he was in his boat, and under way, 

Mark had now to steer in an entirely new direction, 
believing, from what he had seen while aloft the day be- 
fore, that he could make his way ojt into the open ocean 
by proceeding a due south course. In order to do this, 
and to get into the most prumising-loolcing channel in that 
direction, he was obliged to pass through the narrow strait 
that separated the-Reef from the large range of rock over 
which he had roamed the day succeeding the earthquake. 
Of course, the bridge was removed, in order to allow the 
boat's mast to pass ; but for this, Mark did not care. He 
had seen his stock the previous evening, and saw that it 
\vanted for nothing. Even the fowls had gone^ across to 
the new territory, on exploring expeditions; and Kitty 
herself had left her sweet pastures on the Summit, to sea 
of what the world was made beyond her old range. It is 



she had n 



.e jnurney ii 



p^my of her master ; but, one journey no more satisfied iier 
than it would have satisfied the curiosity of any other 

After passing the bridge, the boat entered n long narrow 
reach, thai extended at least two leagues, in nearly a direct 
line towards Vulcan's Peak. As it approached the end of 
this piece of water, Mark saw that he must enter a bay of 
considerable estenl; one, indeed, that was much larger 
than any he had yet seen in his island, or, to speak more 
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accurately, hia group of islands. On one side of tliis Imy 
appeared a large piece of level laud, or a plain, which 
Mark supposed, might cover one or two thouaaiid acres 
Its colour was so dilfereDt from anything he had yet seen, 
ihat our young mau was induced to land, and to walk a 
$hoit distance to examine it. On reacliing its margin, it 
was found to be a very shallow basin, of which the bottom 
was mud, with a foot or two of salt water still remaiuing, 
and in which sea- weed, some ten or twelve inches in thick- 
ness, was floating. It was almost possible for Mark to 
walk on this weed, the green appearance of which induced 
him to name the place the Prairie. Such a collection of 
weed could only have been owing to the currents, which 
must iiave brought it in'o this basin, where it was probably 
retained even previously to the late eruption. The pre- 
sence of the deposit of mud, as weil as the height of the 
surrounding rocks, many of which were doubtless out of 
water previously to the phenomenon, went to corroborate 
this opinion. 

After working lier way through a great many channels, 
bome wide and some narrow, some true and some false, 
Ihe Bridget reached the southern verge of ihe group, about 
noon. Mark then supposed Tiimself to be quite twenty 
miles from the Reef, and the Peak appeared very little 
nearer than when he lefl; it. This startled him on the 
score of distance; and, after meditaiing on all his chances, 
the young man determined to pass the remainder of that 
day where he was, iu order to put to sea with as much 
daylight before him as possible. He desired also to ex- 
plore Ihe coast and islands in that vicinity, in order to 
complete his survey of the cluster. He looked for a con- 
venient place to anchor his boat, accordingly, ate his din- 
ner, and set out on foot to explore, armed as usual with a 
fowling-piece. 

In the first place, an outlet to the sea very different from 
that on the eastern side of the group, was found here, on 
Its southern. The channel opened into a bay of some size, 
with an arm of rock reaching well off on the weather side, 
so that MO broken water was encountered in passing into 
or out of it, provided one kept sufficiently clear of the 
point itself. As there was abundance of room, Mark saw 
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he shoiilfl have no difficulty in getting out into open water, 
here, or in getting back jigain. What was more, the arm, 
or promontorj of rock just mentioned, had a hummock 
noar a hundred feet in iieight on its extremity, that an- 
Bwered admirably for a land-mark. Most of this hummock 
)rup- 
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rise seemed to be gradual, moreover, which certainly fa- 
voured this thaory. 

As a great deal of sand and mud had been brought up 
by the eruption, there was no want (if fresh water. Mark 
found even a little brook, of as perfectly sweet a stream as 
he had ever tasted in America, running into the little har- 
bour where he had secured the boat. He followed this 
stream two mdes, ere he reached its source, or sources; 
for it came frtim at least. a dozen copious springs, that 
poured their tribute from a bed of clean sand several miles 
in length, and which had every sign of having been bare 
for ages. In saying this, however, it is not to be supposed 
that the signs, as to lime, were very apparent anywhere. 
Lava, known to have been ejected from the bowels of the 
earth thousands of years, has Just as fresh an appearance, 
to the ordinary observer, as that which was thrown out ten 
years ago; and, had it not been for the deposits of moist 
mud, the remains of fish, sea-weed that was still unde- 
cayed, pools of salt water, and a few other peculiarities of 
the same sort, Mark would have been puzzled to find any 
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difference between the rocks recently thrown up, am! those 
which were formerly exposed to the air. Eveti the tiiud 
was fast changing its appearance, cracking and dryinji 
under the aun of the tropics. In a month or two, shiidtd 
as much rain as usual fdl, it was probable the sea-weed 
would be far gone in decay. 

It was still early when our adventurer kneeled on the 
ssnil, ne.ir his boat, to hold his last direct cotnmuni cation 
with his Creator, ere he slept. Tbo.'^e coniniunicationa 
were now quite frequent with Mark, it being no unusual 
thing for him to hold them when sailing in his boat, on the 
deck of the ship, or in the soft salubrious air of the Sum- 
mit. He slept none the less soundly for having com- 
mended his soul to God, asking support against tempta- 
tions, and forgiveness for past sins. These prayers were 
usually very short. More than half the time they were 
expressed in the compendious and beautiful words given 
to man by Christ himself, the model and substance of all 
petitions of this nature. But the words were devoutly ut- 
tered, the heart keeping even pace with them, and the soul 
fully submitting to their influence. 

Mark arose, next morning, two hours before (he light 
appeared, and at once left the group. Tim^ was now im- 
portant to him ; for, while he anticipated the possibility of 
remaining under the lee of the mountain during the suc- 
ceeding night, he also anticipated the possibility of being 
compelled to return. In ;t favourable time, with the wind 
a little free, five knots in the hour was about the maximum 
of the boat's rate of sailing, though it was affected by the 
greater or less height of the sea that was on. When the 
waves ran heavily, the Bridget's low sails got becalmed 
in the troughs, and she consequently lost much of her Wiiy. 
On the whole, however, five knots might be set down as 
her average speed, under the pressure of the ordinary 
trades, and with whole canvas, and a little off the wind. 
Close-hauled, she scarcely made more than three; while, 
with the wind on the quarter, she often went seven, espe- 
cially in smooth water. 

The course steered was about a point to the westward 
of .south, the boat running altogether by compass, for the 
first two hours At the end of that time day returned 
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and the dark, frowning Peak itself became visible. Tliu 
sun bad no sooner risen, than Mark felt satislieil with lib 
boat's performance. Objects begaii to come out of he 
mass of the mounlahi, which no longer appeared a pile of 
dark oudine, without detail. He expected this, and i' us 
even disappointed that his eyes could not command more, 
for he now saw that he had rnaterinll; underrated the liis- 
laiice between the crater and ihe Peak, which must be 
nearer sixty than fifty miles. The channel beiween ihe 
group and this isolated mass was, at least, twelve leagues 
in width. These twelve leagues were now to be run, ,.nd 
our young navigator thought he had made fully three if 
them, when light returned. 

From that moment every mile made a sensible difference 
in the face of the mountain. Light and shadow first be- 
came visible; then ravines, cliffs, and colours, came into 
the view. Each league that he advanced increased Mar ;'! 
admiration and awe; and by the time that the boat was 
on the last of those leagues which had appeared so long, 
he began to have a more accurate idea of the sublime la- 
ture of the phenomenon that had been wrought so near 
liim. Vulcan's Peak, as an island, could not be less tlian 
eight or nine miles in length, though its breadth did not 
much exceed two. Running north and south, it offered 
its narrow side to the group of the crater, which had de- 
ceived its solitary observer. Yes! of the nidlions oTi eatth, 
Mark Woolston, alone, had been so situated as to beco.ne 
a witness of this grand display of the powers of the ile- 
menis. Yet, what was this in comparison with the thou- 
sand vast globes that were rolling about in space, objects 
BO familiar as to be seen daily and nightly without raising 
a thought, in the minds of many, from the created to the 
creator 1 Even these globes come and go, and men remnin 
indilTerent to the mighty change ! 

'i'he wind had been fresh in crossing the strait, i^nd 
Mark was not sorry when his pigmy boat came under ihe 
shadow of the vast cJiffd which formed the northern ex- 
tremity of the Peak. When still a mile distant, he thought 
he was close on the rocks; nor did he get a perfectly tme 
idea of the scale on which this rare mountain had been 
forir.ed until running along at its base, within a hund ed 
16 
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yards of its rocks. Coming in to leeward, as a matter of 
course, Mark found ciiinparatively SiiKMith ivatt;r, though 
the unceasing heaving and setting of the ocean rendered 
it a little hazardous to go nearer to the shore. For some 
time our explorer was fearful he. should not be nhle to Innd 
at all; and he was aclually thinking of putting ahout, to 
make the best of his way back, while light remained lo do 
so, when be came off a place that seemed fitted by art, 
rather than by nature, to meet his wi^ihes. A narrow 
opening appeared between two cliffs, of about equal height, 
or some hundred feet in elevatiou, one of which extended 
further into the ocean than its neighbour. TKe water 
being quite smiiolh in this inlet, Mnrk ventured to enter 
it, the wind favouring his advance On passing this gate- 
way, he found himself nearly becalmed, in a basin that 
might be a hundred yirds m dnmeter which was not only 
surrounded by a sandy beach but which had also a sandy 
bottom. The water wis seieril ialhoms deep, and ft was 
very easy to run the bows of the boat anywhere on the 
beach. This was done the »aih were furled, and Mark 
sprang ashore, taking the gnpnel «ith him, Like Colum- 
btis, he knelt on the sands and leturned his thanks to 
God. 

Not only did a ravine open from ihia basin, winding its 
way up the entire ascent, but a copious stream tof water 
ran through it, fi>aming and roaring amid its glens. At 
first, Mark supposed this was sea-water, still finding its 
way from some lake on the Peak; but, on tasting it, he 
found it was perfectly sweet. Provided with his gun, and 
carrying his pack, our young man entered this ravine, and 
following the course of the brook, he at once commenced 
an ascent. T.he route was diflicult 'only in the labour of 
moving upwards, and by no means as difficult in that as 
he had expected to find it. It was, nevertheless, fortunate 
that this climbing was to be done in the shade, the sun 
seldom penetrating into those* cool and somewhat damp 
crevices through which the brook found its way. 

Notwithstanding his great activity, Mark Woolston was 

Sin an hour in ascending to the Peak, In no place had 
e found the path difficult, though almost always upward; 
but he believed he had walked more than two miles before 
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he oame out on level trrounc!. When he haii got up about 
three-foiinhs ofllie way, the appearances of things around 
him suddenly changed. Although the rock itself looked 
no older than that behnv, it had, ooGasionally, a covering 
that deafly couid never have emerged from the sea within 
the last few days. From that point everything denoted an 
older existence iu the air, from which our young man in- 
ferred that the summit of Vulcan's Peak hnd been an island 
ion" priur to the late eruption. Every foot he advanced 
conlirmed this opinion, and the conclusion was tlial the 
ancient island had lain too low to he visible to one on the 
Reef. 

An exclamation of delight escaped from our explorer, 
as he suddenly came out on the broken plain of the Peak, 
It was not absolutely covered, but was richly garnished with 
wood ; cocoa-nut, bread-fruits, and other tropical trees ; and 
it was delighifuily verdant with young grasses. The latter 
were still wet with a recent shower that Mark had seen 
pass over the mountain, while standing for the island; and 
on examining them more closely, the traces of the former 
shower of volcanic ashes were yet to be seen. The warmth 
in the sun, after so sharp a walk, caused the young man 
to plunge into the nearest grove, where he had no diffi- 
culty in helping himself to as many cocoa-nuts,, fresh from 
■ the trees, as a thousand men could have consumed. Every 
one has heard of the delicious beverage that the milk of 
the cocoa-nut, and of the delicious food that its pulp fur- 
nishes, when each is taken from the fruit before it hardens. 
How these trees came there, Mark did not know. _ The 
common theory is that birds convey the seeds from island 
lo island ; though some suppose that the earth contains the 
elements of all vegetation, and that this or that is quick- 
ened, as particular influences are brought to bear by means 
of climate and other agents. 

After resting himself for an hour in that delicious grove, 
Mark began to roam aronnd the plain, to get an idea of its 
beauties and estenl. The former were inexhaustible, of- 
fering every variety. of landscape, from the bold and mag 
nificrnt lo the soft and bewitching. There were birds 
innumerable, of the most brilliant plumage, and some that 
Mark imagined must be good to eat In particular did lie 
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observe an immense number of a very small sorl 
constantly pecking at a wild (ig, of which there was a grove 
of considerable extent. Tile fig, itself, he did not find as 
palntable aa he had hoped, (hough it was refreshing and 
served to vary the diet; but the bird struck him to be of 
the same kmd as the celebrated reed-bird, of the Philadel- 
phia market, which we suppose to be much the same as 
the beeca field of Italy. Being provided with mustard-seed 
shot, Mark loaded his piece properly, and killed at least 
twenty of these Utile creatures at one discharge After 
cleaning them, he struck a light by means of the pan and 
some powder, and kindled a fire. Here was wood, too in 
any quantity, an article of which iie had feared in lime he 
might be m want, and which he had already begun to bus- 
band.ihougbi d ly' I" simple cookery. Spitting 
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CHAPTER XIU. 

"Tlio merry homas of England ! 

Amuiid llieii bcarlljs by iiighC, 
Wbai glmlsome looks ofbOHseliold love 

Meetio the nidiiy Nsbtl 
Tljere woman's voicu flows fordi in Boag, 

OrcliildLiooil^Binle U lold, 
Ot lips move Iiiiienilly along 



The peak, or highest pnrt of the island, was at its norlh- 
ern extremity, and within tvvn miles of the grove in whinh 
Murk Woolston had eaten iiis dinner. Unlike mnsi of rhe 
plain, it had no woods whatever, but rising sinnewliat ab- 
ruptly to a considerable elevation, it was naked of eve f- 
thing hut grass. On the peak itself, there was very lit .e 
of the lasl even, and it was obvious tliat it must command 
a full view of the whole plain of the island, as well as ..f 
the surrounding sea, for a wide disifince. Resuming his 
pack, our young adventurer, greatly refreshed by the deli- 
cious repast he had just made, left the pleasant grove .n 
which he had first rested, to undertake this somewhat shf p 
acclivity. He was not long in effecting it, however, Stan 1- 
ing on the highest point of his new discovery within ;m 
hour after he had commenced its ascent. 

Here, Mark found all his expectations realized touching 
the character of the view. The whole plain of the ishn.i, 
with the exceptions of the covers made by iiiterveiii'>g 
woods, lay spread before him like a map. All its beauiifs, 
its shades, its fruits, and its verdant glades, were plac.d 
beneath his eye, as if purposely to delight him with ihi.r 
glories A more enchanting rural scene the young miin 
had never beheld, the island having so much the air of 
cultivation and art about it, that lie expected, at each iii- 
tianl, to see bodies of men running across lis surface. He 
16" 
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ciined the l>esl glass i,f ihr Riiiicocus witli liim. in nl his 
excursion", noi kinwiug it whnt mamenl Providence might 
bring a vessel in sight, and lie had it now slung from iiis 
shoulder* With this ghss, therefore, was every part of 
the visible surface of the island swept, in anxious and 
almost ahrmed seirch for the abodes of inhabitants. No- 
thing of this, sort, howeier, could be discovered. The 
island was unque-tioniblj without a human being, our 
young man nlone excepted Not could he see any trace 
of beist, reptile, or of any animal but birds. Creatures 
gifted with wings hid been able to reach that little para- 
dise but to ill others since it first arose from the sea, 
had It probdblv been umppioached, if not unapproachable, 
until that day It appeared to be the very Elysium of 
Birds' 

Mark next e\cimined the peak itself. There wag a vast 
deposit of very ancient gii mo on it, the washings oj" which 
for acres, hid doubtless largely contributed to the great 
fertility of the plam below A stream of more size than 
one would expect, to find on so small an island, meandered 
through the plain, and could be traced to a very copious 
spring that burst from the earth at the base of the peak. 
Ample as this spring was, however, it could never of itself 
have supplied the water of the brook, or rivulet, which 
received the contributions of some fifty olher springs, that 
reached it in rills, as it wound its way down the gently 
inclined plane of the island. At one point, about two 
leagues from the Peak, there was actually a little lake visi- 
ble, and Mark could even trace its outlet, winding its way 
beyond it. He supposed that the surplus tumbled into the 

It will readily be imagined that our young man turned 
his glass to the northward, in search of the group he had 
left thHt morning, with a most lively interest, it was easy 
enough to see it from the great elevation at which he was 
now placed. Ttiere It lay, stretched far 'and wide, extend- 
ing nearly a degree of latitude, north ,Bnd south, and an- 
other of longitude, east and west, most truly reaenibling a 
vast dark-iooking map, spread upon the face of the waters 
for his special examination. It reminded Mark of the 
•noon, with its ragged outlines of imagiuary continents, as 
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seen by the naked eye, while the island he ivas now on, bori 
d fancied resemblance to the s.ime objecl viewed through \. 
telosccpe; not that it had the look of molten siiver which 
is observed in the earth's satellite, but that it appeared 
gloriftusly bright and brilliant. Mark could easily see 
many of the sheets of water that were to be found among 
the rocks, though his naked eye could distinguish neither 
crater nor ship. By the aid of the glass, however, the first 
was to be seen, though the distance was too great to leave 
the poor deseried Ranuocus visible, even with the assist- 
ance of magnifying-giaases. 

When he had taken a good look at his old possessions, 
Mark made a sweep of the horizon with the glass, in 
order to ascertain if any other land were visible from the 
g 1 I h h ! Wl 1 
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dim with gazing, than of not reliirnitig to the samp objects 
again, as soon as restored to their power. It was while 
walking to and fro on the peak, with this intent, that a 
new wibjeul of interest caused him almost to leap into ihet 
air, and to shonl aloud. He snw ii sail! For the first 
time since Betts disappeared from his aiixlous looks, hia 
eyes now surely rested on a vessel. What was more, it 
was quite near the island he was on, and seemed to be 
beating up to get under its lee. It appeared but a speck 
on tiie blue waves of the ocean, seen from that height, it 
is irne ; but Mark was too well practised in his craft, to be 
mistaken. It was a vessel, under more or less canvas.'hnw 
much he could not then tefl, or even see — but it was most 
decidedly a vessel. Mark's limbs trembled so much that 
he was compelled to throw himself upon the earth to find 
the support he wanted. There he lay severnl minutes, 
mentally returning thanks lo God for this unexpected fa- 
vour; and when his strength revived, these signs of grati- 
tude were renewed on his knees. Then he arose, almost 
in terror lest the vessel should hnve disappeared, or it 
shimld turn out that he was the subject of a cruel illusion. 
. There was no error. There was the little white speck, 
and he levelled the glass to get a better look at it. An 
exclamati'ii now clearly broke from hia lips, and for a 
minute or two the young man actually appeared to be out 
of bis senses. "The pinnace," " the Neshamony," how- 
ever, were words that escaped him, and, had there been a 
witness, might have given an insight i«to this extraordinary 
conduct. Mark had, in fact, ascertained that the sail be- 
neath the peak was no other than the litile craft that had 
been swept away, as already described, with Betts in il. 
Fourteen months had elapsed since that occurrence, and 
here it was again, seemingly endeavouring to return to the 
place where it had- been -launched ! Mark adopted per- 
haps the best expedient in his power to attract attention to 
himself, and to let his presence he known. He fired both 
barrels of his fowling-piece, and repeated the dischnrgcs 
several limes, or until a flag was shown on board the sloop, 
which was now just beneath the cliff, a certain sign that 
he had succeeded, A musket was also fired from tiie 
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Our young man rather flew than ran to (lie ravine, down 
which he went at a pace that several Uines placed liis neck 
in jeopardy. It was a vefy different thing to descend from 
ascending such a mountain, in less than a quarter of an 
hour the half-distracted hermit was in his boat, nearly 
crazy with the apprehension that he might yet not meet 
with his friend ; for, that it wns Bob looking for the Reef 
and himself, he did not now entertain the least doubt. 
The most plausible course for hira to adopt vfas precisely 
that which he followed. He pushed off in the Bridget, 
making sail on llie boat, and getting out of the cove in the 
shortest time he could. On quitting his little hnven, and 
coming out clear of all the rocks, another shout burst out 
of hia'very soul, when he saw the Neshamony, beyond all 
cavil, within a hundred fathoms of him, running along the 
shore in search of a place to land. That shout was returned, 
and Mark and Bob recognised each other at the next in- 
stant. As for the last, he just off tarpaulin, and gave three 
hearty pheers, while the former sank on a seat, literally 
unable to stand. The sheet of the sail got away from him, 
nor could he be said to know what he was about, until 
some little time after he was in the arms of his friend, and 
on board the pinnace. 

It was half-an-hour before Mark was master of himself 
again. At length tears relieved him ; nor was he ashamed 
to indulge in them, when he saw his old companion not 
only alive and well, but restored to hira. He perceived 
another in the boat ; but ag he was of a dark skin, he natu- 
rally inferred this second person was a native of some 
neighbouring island where Bob had been, and who had 
consented to come with him in this, his search after the 
shipwrecked mariner. At length Bob began to con- 
Terse, 

•' Well, Mr. Mark, the sight of you is the pleasantesl 
prospect that has met ray eyes this many a day," eKclaimcd 
the honest fellow. "It was with fear and trembling that 
I set out on the search, and little did I hope to fail in with 
you so early in the cruise." 

"Thank you, thank you, Bob, and God be praised for 
this great mercy ! You have been to some other island, I 
see, by your companion ; but the miraculous part of all is. 
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that you should find your way bimk to the Reef, since you 

"The Reef! If this here tnountain is the Reef, the 
country has greatly altered since I left it," answered Bob. 
Mark then briefly exphiitied the great change that had 
actually oilcurred, and told his awu t<t»ry touching his bi)nl 
and his late voyages of discovery. Betts listened with the 
greatest atleniion, casting occasioniil glances upward at the 
immense mass that had been so suddenly lifted nut of the 
sea, as well as turning his head to regard the smoke of the 
more distant volcano, 

" Well, this explains our 'arlhquake," he answered, as 
soon as Mark was done. " 1 must have been as good as a 
hundred and fifty leagues from this very spot at the time 
you mention, and we had tremblings there that would 
scarce let a body stand on his feet. A ship came in two 
days arterwards, that must have been a hundred leagues 
further to the nor'ard when it happened, and her people 
reported that they Chonghi heaven and 'arth was a coming 
together, out there in open water." 

" It has been a mighty earthquake — must have been, to 
have wrought these vast changes; though I had supposed 
that Providence had confined a knowledge of its existence 
to myself. Bui, you spoke of a ship, Bob — surely we are 
not in the neighbourhtwd of vessels." 

" Sartnin — but, I may as well tell yon my adventun,s at 
once, Mr. Mar'k ; though 1 own I should like to land nrst, 
as it is a long story .-Tind take a look at this island that you 
praise so much, and taste them reed-birds of whitb vou 
give so good an account. I'm Jarsey-born and br(,J, anJ 
know what the little things be." 

Mark was dying to hear Bob's story, more es^.eciftify 
since he understood a ship was connected with it, but he 
could not refuse his friend's demand for sweet w«iei and 
a dinner. The entrance of the cove was quite iieai, and 
the boats entered that harbour and were securuj; after 
which the three men commenced the ascent. Marl, pijting 
up by th? way the spy-glass, fowling-piece, and o^her arti- 
cles that be had dropped in the haste of his descem. While 
going up this sharp acclivity, but little was said ; Liit, when 
they reached the summit, or the plain rather, excirimations 
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of delight burst from the mouths of both of Mark's coniT 
panioiis. To the young man's great surprise, those whicb 
came from Bob's dark-skinned associate were in English, 
as well as those which came from Bob himself. This iji- 
dviced him to tajie a good look at the man, when he disco- 
vered a face that he knew ! 

" How is this, Bobl" cried Mark, ahnost gasping for 
breath — "whom have you here? Is not this Socrates f 

" Ay, ay, sir; that's Soc; and Dido, his wife, is within 
a hundred miles of you." 

young man again. Socrates and Dido had been the slaves 
of Bridget, when he left home ; a part of the estate she 
liad received from her griindinnther. They dwelt in the 
house with her, and uniformly called her mistress. Mark 
knew them both very well, aa a matter of course; and 
Dido, with the archness of a favourite domestic, was often 
in the habit of calling him her ' young master.' A flood 
of expectations conjectures and apprehensions came over 
our hero, and he refrained fnin putting any questions im- 
mediately, out oi pure astonishment He was almost afraid 
indeed to ask any 

Nearly uncons(,ious of what lie was about, he led the 
way to the grove where he had dined two or three hours 
before, and where the remain ier of the reed-birds were 
suspended frim the brinch tf t tree The embers of the 
(ire were reidy and in a few luinutes Socrates handed 
Betts his dinner 

Bob ate and drink heirldy HI d * pot of rum 
and-WBier, or grog as it used be d — hough even 

the word is getting to be oh eniperance 

times — and he liked good ei ng I epicurism, 

however, or a love of the ston d ced him lo 

defer his explanations on the p .He saw 

that Mark must hear whit he d e dually, and 

was not sorry that the recognition of the negro had pre- 
pared him to expect something wonderful. Wonderful it 
was, indeed; and at last Betts having Bnisheii his dinner, 
and given half a dczen preparatory hints, in order to lessen 
he intensity f his youn^ friend i feelings, yielded tit 
an appeal frtm the others ejes ind commenced his nar- 
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ralive. Bob told his story, as a matter of course, with a 
gieai deal of circuiiilocutioii, and in his own language. 
There was a good deal of unnecessary prolixity iu it, and 
some irrelative digressions touching currents, and (he 
trades, and the weather ; but, onHlie whole, it whs given 
intelligibly, and with sufficient brevity for one who de- 
foured every syllable he uttered. The reader, however, 
would most probably prefer to hear an abridgement of the 
tale in our own words. 

'When Robert Belts was driven off the Reef, by the 
hiirricane of the precediug year, he had no choice but to 
let the Neshamony drive to leewnrd with him. As soon 
as he could, he got the pinnace before the wind, and, 
whenever he siiw broken water ahead, he endeavoured to 
steer clear of it. This he sometimes succeeded in effect- 
ing ; while at others he passed through it, or over it, at the 
mercy of the tempest. Fortunately the wind had piled up 
the element in such a way as to carry the craft dear of the 
rucks, and in three hours after the Neshamony was lifted 
out of her cradle, she was in the open ocean, to leeward 
ol all the dangers. It blew too ha,rd, however, to maite 
sail on her, and Bob was ohiiged to scud until the gale 
broke. Then, indeed, he passed a week in endeavouring 
to beat back and rejoin his friend, but without success, 
'losing all he made in the day, while asleep at night.' 
Such, at least, was Bob's account of his failure to find the 
Reef again ; though Mark though! it probable that he was 
a little out in his rrckoni'ng, and did not look in exactly 
the right place for it. 

At the end of this week high land was made to leeward, 
and Betta ran down for it, in the hope of finding inhabit- 
ants. In this last expectation, however, he did not suc- 
ceed. It was a volcanic mountain, of a good many re- 
sources, and of a character not unlike that of Vulcan's 
Poak, but entirely unpeopled. He named it after his old 
ship, and passed several days on it. On describing its 
appearance, and its bearings from [he place where Ihey 
then were, Mark had no doubt it was the island tliat waa 
visible from the peak near them, and at which he had been 
gazing that very afternoon, for fully an hour with longing 
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eyes. On desctibing ils form to Bob, Uie latter coincuied 
iu this opinion, which was in fact the true one. 

From the highest point of Rancocus Island, Innd was 
to be seen to tlie northward and weslwurd, and Bob now 
deiermined to m;ike the best of bis way in that direction, 
in tbe hope of falling in with some vessel after sandal- wood 
or beche-le-n.ar. He fell in with a group of low islands, 
of a coral formation, about a hnndred leagues from li.s vol- 
CEOic monntain, a.id on them he found iiihabjtants. These, 
neople were accustomed to see white men, and turned out 
W be exceedingly mild and just. It is probable that they 
connected the sudden appearance of a vessel like the i\e- 
sharaony, having but one man in it, with some miraculous 
interposition of their gods, for they paid Bob the highest 
honours and when he landed, solemnly tabooed his sloop. 
Bob was a loncf-headed fellow in the main, and was not 
slow to perceive the advantage of such a ceremony and 
encouraged it. He also formed a great intimacy with the 
chief, eschanging names and rubbing noses W'^ "'n"- 
Tliis chief wds styled Betto, after the exchange, and Bob 
was called Ooroony by the natives. Ooroony stayed a 
month with Betto, when he undertook a voyage with h:r< 
in a larse canoe, to another group, that was distant two o; 
three hundred miles, still farther to the northward, and 
where Bob was told he should find a ship. This accou.it 
proved to be true, the ship turning out to be a Spaniard, 
from South America, engaged in the pearl fishery and on 
the eve of sailing for her port. From some m i sun derstan cl- 
ing with the Spanish captain, that Bob never comprehended 
and of course could not explain, and which he did not at- 
tempt to explain, Betto left the group m haste, and without 
taking leave of his new friend, though he sent him a mes- 
sac^e of apologv, one-half of which was lost on Bob, in con- 
sequence of not understanding the language. The result 
was however, to satisfy the latter that his friend was quite 
as sorry to abandon htm, as-fae was glad to get away Irom 
the Spanish captain. ^ . . 

This desertion left Belts no choice between remaining 

on the pearl island, or of sailing in the brig, which went 

to sea next day. He decided to do the last. In due time 

he was landed at Panama, whence he made his way across 

17 
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the iathmus, actui.lly reaoliing Phikdelphia in lens than 
five mtinihs iifter he was driven off the Reef, In all lliis 
he was rnnch favoured l>y circumalaiiees; ihougli an old 
sail, like Bob, will usually make his way wheve a landsman 
would be brought up. 

The owners of the Rancocus gave up thefr ship, as soon 
as Belts had told his story, manifesting no disposition to 
send g<.>od money after bad. They loi>ked to the under- 
writers, and got Bob to make oath to the loss of the vessel ; 
which said oath, by the way, was the ground-work of a 
law-suit that lasted Friend Abraham White as long as he 
lived. Bob next sought Bridget with his tale. The young 
wife received the poor fellow with floods of tears, and the 
most eager attention to his story, as indeed did our he-c - 
sister Anne. It would seem that Betts'a arrival was moat 
opportune. In consequence of the non-arriva! of the ship, 
which was then past due two or three months, Docior 
Yardley had endeavoured to. persuade his daughter th<-: 
she was a widow, if indeed, as he had of late been .io-m-- 
what disposed to maintain, she had everbeen legally mar- 
ried at all. The truth was, that the medical war in Bristo' 
had broken out afresh, in consequence of certain cases 
that had been transferred to that village, during one of the 
fever-seasons in Philadelphia. Greater cleanliness, and 
the free use of fresh water, appear to have now arrested 
ilie course of this formidable disease, in the northern cities 
of America ; but, iu that day, it was of very frequent oc- 
currence. Theories prevailed among (he doctors concern- 
ing it, which were bitterly antagonistical to each other j 
and Doctor Woolston headed one party in Bucks, while 
Doctor Yardley headed another. Which was right, or 
whether either wss-i'ighl, is more than we shall pretend to 
say, though we think it probable that both were wrong. 
Anne Woolston had been married to a young physician 
hut a shor- '■■-- — ' - -'-'- .. ■ . 



9 new outbreak concerning yel- 
low fever occurred. ' Her husband, whose name was Bea- 
ton, unfortunately took the side of this grare question that 
was opposed to his father-in-law, for a reason no better 
than that he believed in the truth of the opposing theory, 
and this occasioned another bteiich. Doctor Yardley could 
not, and did not wholly agree with Doctor Heaton, because 
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ine latter was Doctor Woohton's son-in-law, and lie altered 
hia theory a little to create a respectable point of disagree- 
ment ; while Doctor Woolslon couhl not pardon a disfiflec- 
tion that took place, Ss k might be, in the height of a war. 
About this time too, Mrs. Yardley died. 

All these occurrences, united to the protracted absence 
of Mark, m^ide Bridget and Anne extremely unhappy. To 
increase this unhiippiness, Doctor Yardley took it into his 
head to dispute the legality of a marriiige that had been 
solemnized oq board a ship. This was an entirely new 
legal crotchet, hut the federal government was then young, 
and jurisdictions had nut been determined as clearly ns has 
since been the case. Had it been the fortune of Doctor 
Yardley to live in these later times, he would not have given 
himself the trouble to put violent constructions on any- 
thing ; but, getting a few female friends to go before the 
necessary judge, with tears in their ey^s, anything would 
be granted to their requests, very ranch as a matter of 
course. Failing of this, moreover, there is always the re- 
source of the legislature, which wilk usually pass a law 
taking away a man's wife, or his children, and sometimes 
his estate, if a pretty pathetic appeal can be made to it, in 
the way of gossip. We have certainly made great progress 
in this country, within the last twenty years; but whether 
it has been in a direction towards the summit i>f human 
perfection, or one downward towards the destruction of all 
prmcipies, the, next generation will probably be better able 
to siy than this Even the government is getting to be 
goBsipian 

In the case of Bridget, honeier, public lynipiithy was 
nith her as it alwijs wdl be with a pretty wonnn Never- 
tbeles"., her fither had greit influence in Bucks county, 
more e'^pecidly uith the federalists ind the anti depletioii- 
ist% ind It WIS iti his power to giie his diughter great 
unea-iness, if not absolutely to divorce her So violent 
did he become, thit he actually caused proceedings to b" 
commenced in Bridget s name to effect a leg i\ sepiration, 
taking the grounds tbit the imrriage hid never been con- 
lummiied, thit the cpreinony hid occurred on hoard a 
ship thu the wiie «!= of tender years ind lastlj, thit she 
was an heiress Some persons thought the Doctor's pro- 
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ceedioga were instignted by ihe circumstance thatanolhei 
relntive hnd jual died, and left Bridget live iboiisand dol- 
lars, tvhicli were to be paid to her the day sbe was eighteen, 
the period of s female's reaching her majority, acciirdiiig 
to popular notions. The possession of this money, ivhich 
Bridget received and. placed in the hands of a friend in 
town, almost made her father frantic for the divorce, or a 
decree against the marriage, he contending there was no 
marriage, and that a divorce was unnecessary. The young 
wife had not abandoned the hope of seeing her husband 
return, all this time, although uneasiness concerning the 
fate of the ship, was extending from her owners into the 
families of those who had sailed in her. Phe wished to 
meet Marlt with a sum of money that would enable him, 
at once, to commence life' respectably, and placf him above 
the necessity of following the seas. 

Belts reached Bristol the very day that a decision waa 
made, on a preliminary point, in the case of Yardley versus 
Wonls'on, that greatly encouraged the father in his hopes 
of final success, and as greatly terrified his daughter. It 
was, ill fact, a mere question of practice, and had no real 
connection with the merits of the miiiter at issue; but it 
frightened Bridget and her friend Anna enormously, [n 
point of fact, there was not the smRllest danger of the mar 
riage being declared void, should any one oppose the deci- 
sion; hut this was more than any one of the parties ihea 
knew, and Doctor Yardley seemed so much in earnest, 
that Bridget and Anne got into the most serious state of 
alarm on the subject. To increase their distress, a suitor 
for the hand of the former appeared in the person of a-sfu- 
deut of medicine, of very fair expectations and who sup- 
ported every one of Doctor Yardley's iheor.es, in all their 
niceties and distinctions; and what is more, would have 
supported them, had they been ten times as untenable aa 
ihey actually were, in reason. 

Had the situation of Doctor Hcaton been more pleasant 
(han it was, it is probable that the step taken by himself, 
nis wife, and Bridget, would never have been thought of 
But it was highly unpleasant. He was poor, and dependent 
nliogether on his practice for a support. . Now, it was in 
Doctor Woolston's power to be of great service to the 
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youLis couple, by introducing (he son-in-law to his own 
patients, but this he o'. uld not think of dou.g w,th a depk- 
tionisl; and John, its Anne affection ate iy styled her hus- 
band, was left to starve on his system of depletion. Such 
was the stale of thincrs when Bob appeared in ISnsiol, to 
announfee to the young wife not only tije existence hut the 
deserted and lone Condition of her husband. 1 he honest 
fellow knew there was something clandestine aboui the 
marriaoe, and he used proper precautions not to betray his 
presence to the wrong persons. By means of a little ma- 
nagement he saw Bridget privately, and told h,3 story. 
As Bob had been present at the wedding, and was known 
10 stand hi-h in Mark's favour, he was believed, quite as a 
matter of course, and questioned in a thousand ways, until 
the poor fellow had not reallj' another syllable to coininu- 

"' The sisters shed floods of tears at the thought of poor 
Mark's situation. For several days they didiittle besides 
weep and pray. Then Bridget suddenly dried her tears, 
and announced an intemion to fro in person to the rescue 
of her husband. Net only was she determined on this, 
but as a means of giving a death-blow to all expectations 
of a separation and to the hojies of her new suitor, she- was 
resolved to go in a way that should enable her lo remain 
on the Reef with Mark, and, if necessary, to pass the re- 
mainder of her days there. Bob hud given a very glowing 
description of the charms of the residence, as well as o! the 
climate, the latter quite justly, and declared his read mess 
to accompany this faithful wife in the pursuit of her lost 
partner. The whole affair was communicated to Doctor 
and Mrs, Heaton, who not only came into the scheme bi.l 
enlisted in its esecntion in person. The idea pleased the 
former in particular, who had a love of adventure, and a 
desire to see other lands, while Anne was as ready to fol- 
low her liusband to the ends of the earth, as Bridge! was 
to go to the same place in qnest of Mark. In a word, the 
whole project was deliberately framed, and ingeniously 
carried out. 

Doctor Heaton had a brother, a resident of New Hork, 
and often visited him. Bridget was permitted to accom- 
p^inv Aiiiie to that place, whither her money was trans- 
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ferred to tier. A^vessel was found that was about to sail for 
uie Norlh-west Coast, and passages were privately engaged 
A great many useful necessaries were laid in, and at llie 
proper time, letters of feave-taking were sent to Bristol 
and the wh.Je parij sailed. Prenously to the embarka- 
tion, Bob appeared to accompany the adventurers. He 
was attended by Socraies, and Dido, anij Juno, who had 
stolen away by order of their young mistress, as well as by 
a certain Friend Martha Waters, who had stood up in 
'meetLng' with Friend Robert Bella, and had become 
"bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh;" and her maiden 
sisler^ Joan Waters, who was to share iheir fortunes In 
a word. Bob had brought an early atCQchn.eiii to the test 
of niairimony. 

So well had^the necessary combinations been made that 
the ship sailed with our adventurers, nine in number with- 
out meeting with the slightest obstacle. Once at sea of 
course nothing but that caused by the elements was U 
be anticipated. Cape Horn was doubled iu due time ana 
iJoctor Heaton, with all under his care, was lamled at Pa- 
nama, just five months, to a day, after leaving New York 
Here passages were taken in the same brig that Bob had 
returned in, which was again bound out. on a pearl-fishins 
voyage. Previously to quitting Panama, however, a recruit 
was engaged m the person of a young American shipwriaht, 
of the name of Bigeiow, who had run from his ship a twelve' 
month before, to marry a Spanish girl, and who had be- 
come heartily tired of his life in Panama. He and his 
wife and child joined the party, engaging to serve' the 
Heatons, for a stipulated sum, for the term of two jsears 

The voyage from Panama to, the pearl islands was a long 
one, but far from unpleasant. Sixty days after leavincf 
port ihe adventurers were safelv landed, with all their eK 
fects These included two cows, with a young bull, two 
yearling colls, several goats obtained in South America 
and various implements of husbandry that it had not entered 
into the views of Friend Abraham White to send to even 
the people of Fejee With the natives of the pearl island, 
Jinb, already known lo them and a fiivourlte, had no diffi- 
culty in negotialing. He had brought them suitable and 
iniple presents, and soon effected an arrangement, by which 
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tliey agreed to transport him and all his stores, thc! animala 
included, to Betto's Islands, a distance of fully three hun- 
dred miles. The horses and cows were takeo on a species 
of catamaran, or large raft, that is much used in those mdd 
BCM and which sail reasonably well a little off the wind, 
and 'not very badly on. At Betto's Islands a new bargain 
was struck, and the whole party proceeded to Rancocuf 
Island, Bob making his land-fall without any difficnh.y, 
from having observed tlie course steered in coming from it 
At Betto's group, hovvever, Bob found the Neshamppy, 
covered with mats, and tabooed, precisely as he had Left 
her to a rope-yarn. Not a limrian hand had touched any- 
thing belonging to the boat, or a human foot approached it, 
duriug the whole time of his absence. Ooroonj, or Betlo,, 
was rewarded for his fidelity by the present of a musket 
and some ammunition', articles that were really of the Ust 
importance to hia dignity and power. They were as good 
as a standing army to him, actually decidiug summariiy a 
point of disputed authority, that had long been in contro- 
versy between himself and another chief, in his favour 
The voyage between Betto's group and Rancocus Island 
was made in the Neshamony, so far as the human portion 
of the freight was concerned. The catamarans and CB 
noes however, came on with the other animals, and al! 
the utensils and stores. 

The appearance of Rancocus Island created quite aa 
much astonishment among the native mariners, as had that 
of the horses, cows, &c. Until they saw it, not one of 
them had any notion of its existence, or of a mountain at 
all. They dwell themselves on low coral islands, and quite 
beyond the volcanic formation, and a hill was a thing scarce- 
ly km)wn to them. At this island Heaton nnd Bettsdeemed 
it prudent to dismiss their attendants, not wishing them to 
know anything of the Reef, as they were not sure what 
sort of neighbours they might prove, on a longer acquaint- 
ance. The mountain, however, possessed so many advan- 
tages over the Reef, as the latter was when Bob left it, 
that the honest fellow frankly admitted its general superi- 
ority, and suggested the possibility of its becoming their 
permanent residence. In some respects it was not e((ua] 
1^ the Reef, as a residence, howeier, the fishing in parti 
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r.iilar turning out Co be inlinitely inferior. But il ImJ irees 
aud fruils, being very much of the same character as Vul- 
can's I'ealt, ill this respect. Nevertheless, there was no 
comparisiiii between the two isiaiidsas places of residence, 
the iHst having infinitely the most advantages. It was 
larger, had more and better fruits, better water, and richer 
grasses. It had also a more even surface, and a more iic- 
ceseible plain. Rancocus Island was higher and moro 
broken, and, while it niigl)C be a pleasauter place of resi- 
dence than the Reef during the warm months, it never 
could be a place as pleasant as the pluin of the Peak. 

Bob ibund it necessary to leave his friends, and most 
of his stores, at Rancocus Island; Mrs. Heaton becoming 
a mother two days after their arrival at it, and the cows 
both increasing their families in the course of the same 
week. It was, moreover, impossible to transport everybody 
and everything in the Neshamony, at the same time. As 
Doctor HeatoH would nni leave Anne at such a moment, and 
Bridget was of the same way of thinking, it was thought 
best to improve the time by sending out Butts to explore. 
It will be remembered ihnt he was uncertain where the 
Reef was fo be found exactly, though convinced it was to 
windward, and within a hundred miles of iiim. While 
roaming over the rocks of Rancocus, however, Vulcan's 
i'eak had been seen, as much to Bob's surprise as '.o his 
delight. To hi9 surprise, inasmuch as he had no r.otion 
of tiie great physical change that had recently been wrought 
by the earthquake, yet cnuld scarce believe he bad over- 
looked such an object in his former examinations; ar.>l to 
his delight, because he was now satisfied that the Reef 
must lie to the northward of that strange mountain, and a 
long distance from it. be<'ause no such peak had been visi- 
ble from the former when he left it. It was' a good plp.-e 
to steer for, nevertheless, on this new voyage, since it car- 
ried him a hundred miles to windward; and when Bob, 
with Socrates for a companion, left Rancoous to look for 
the Reef, he sieered as near the course for the Peak as the 
wind would permiL He had made the island from the 
boat, after a run of ten hours; and, at the same lime, he 
made the crater of the active volcano. For the latter, he 
flood that night, actually going within ■■) mile of it; and, 
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uext morning, he altered his course, and beat up for the 
strange island. When Mnrk first iJiacovered him, he had 
nearly made the circuit of Vulo.n's Penk, in a vain enrlaa- 
v.»ir ti) land, and he would actually iftive gone on hia wav, 
had il n 01 been fiir the firing of the fi>w ling- piece, the c 
port of which he heurd, and the smoke of which he saw. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

"Compell the hawke to sit, Ihafis unm 



So love lie lenrnes, ot toice, the heart lo knit: 
She seivea but tUose, dial feels sweet (aiiL-ie^s fit." 
Ch-a-ehsurd. 

Wb leave the reader to imagine wlih what feelings Mark 
heard these facts. Bridget, for whom his tenderness was 
unabated ; Bridget, wh-> had been the subject of so many 
of his thoughts since his shipwreck, hiid shown herself 
worthy to be thus loved, and was now on an island that he 
might easily reach in a run of a few hours I The young 
man retired further within the grove, leaving Bob and So- 
crates behind, and endeavoured to regain his cnmp isnre 
by himself. Before rejoining his companions, he kneit 

' led thanks to God forthis instance of his great 

It was a long time, notwithstanding, before he 
lo the idea of having associates, 
at all. Time and again, within the next month or two, 
did he dritain that all this fancied happiness was only a 
dream, and awoke under a sense of having been the aubjec'. 
of an agreeable illusion. It took months perfectly to r.'- 
store the tone <if his rain-1 in this respect, and to firinn it 
back into the placid' current of habitual happiness. The 
deep sense of gratitude to God he never lost; hut the re- 
collection of what he had suHeVed; and from what lie bad 
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been relieved by ihe Divine inercj', remained iiidelilily im- 
presseJ on liis liean, and influenced his future life to a 
degree thai increased the favour a thouaand-foid. 

The mode of proceeding was next discussed, in the 
course of doing which Mark communicated lo-Bob, some- 
what in detail, the circumstance of the recent convulsion, 
and the changes which it had produced. After talking the 
matter over, both agreed it would be every way desirable 
to bring the whole party, and as much of the property as 
could be easily moved, up to windward at once. Now, 
that the natives knew of the existence of Rancocus fsland, 
their visits might be often expected, and nothing was more 
uncertain than their policy and friendship. Once on Ran- 
cocus Island the Peak could he seen, and from Ihe Peak 
Ihe Reef was visible. In ihis way, then, there was every 
reason to believe that the existence of their little colony 
would soon become known, and the property they possessed 
the object of cupidity and violence. Against such conae- 
i]uencea it would be necessary to guard with the strictest 
care, and the first step should be to get everything of value 
up to w" d d wth tl 1 t p ■][ d i y Tl 
lives f I g <I 1 Of d 

their f Ih dhmb w fly 

under ook g d ly f d PI I y 

of the 1 mgl b CO d I f 

of the 1 h d h Id f 

would b Im h ph d 

the elf god d hfhm 

would biklyp h[ id b a- 

passed h mp y 

Wl 1 M k d B b Ik h 

Socra i d b \<K II g I d 

more th dbdThp fldl 

was m d b B tB d I d I II 

creatu b h R h h h y 

to be f d V I P k 1 lly f d 

This d fT Id 1 d f 1 y 

than by pp g h so F h b d h d lly 

found iheir w^y to the latter, favoured by accidental cir- 
cumstances, driven by a hurricane, transported on sea- 
weed, or attending: the drift of some plants, and that the 
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s^me, or similar circumstances, had never contributed to 
carrj ihem tile additiotfal iiundred miles to leeward. 

It was near sunset when the Neshamonj left Suuff Cove. 
ii Mark had named his little haven, at the foot of the ra- 
vine, which, bj the way, he called the Stairs, and put to 
■oa, on her wa, to Ranoocns Island. The bearing, of the 
last had been accurately taken, and our mariners were iust 
as able lo run b, night a. bv day. It „,, „ well be said 
here, moreover, that the black wis a capital boatman, and 
a good fresh-water sailor in general, a proBcieocy that he 
had ac(|uired in consenuence of having been born and 
brought up on the banks of the Delaware. But it would 
have been very possible to run from one of these islands 
to the other, by observing the direction of the wind alone 
since It blew very steadily in the same quarter, and changed 
in the course were always to be noted by changes in the 
violence or freshness of the breeze. In that i.iar.er of the 
ocean the trades blew with verv little variation from the 
south-east, though in general the Pacific Trades arc ft,m 
ttie south, west. 

Mark was delighted with the performances of the Ne- 
shamony. Bob ga.e a good account of her qualities, and 
said he should not hesitate to make sail in her for either 
of the continents, in a case of necessity. Accustomed, as 
he had been of late, to the little Bridget, the pinnace ap- 
peared a considerable craft to Mark, and he greatly exultid 
ui this acquisition. No seaman could hesitate about pass- 
ing Iroui the Reef to the islands, at any time when it din 
not abso lulely blow a gale, in a boat of this size and of 
such qualities; and even in a gale, it might be possible 
o make pretty good weather of it. Awa, she now wont, 
leaving the Bridget moored in Snug Cove, to await their 
reiirrn. Of course, Mark and Bob had much discourse 
while running down before the wind tbiit night, in which 
each communicated to the other many things that still re- 
mained to be said. Mark was never tired of asking ques- 
loN, about Bridget; her look., her smile., her tears, her 
.opes, her fears, her health, bet. spirits, and her re.oluiion 
being themes of which he never got weary. A watch was 
set, neieftheless, and each person in ttie pinnace had liia 
lorn ol sleep, if sleep he could. 
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At the rising of the sun Mark was awake. Springing 
to hia feet, he saw (hat Rancocus Island was phiiiily in 
view. Ill the course of the teu hours she liad been out, 
the Neslmmony had run about seventy miles, havin" a 
s(]uare-sail aet,in addition to her jib and mainsail. '1 his 
brought the mountain for which she was steering wilhin 
ten leagues, and directly to leeward. A little impatience 
was betrayed-by the. young hoehaiid, but, on the wliole, 
he behaved reasonably well. Mark had never neglected 
his person, notwithstanding his solitude. ■ Daily baths, and 
Ihe most scrupulous attention to his attire, so far as neat- 
ness went, had kept him not only in health, but in spirits, 
the frame of the mind depending most intimately on the 
condition of the body. Among other habits, he preserved 
. that of shaving daily. The cutting of his hair gave him 
the most trouble, and he had half a mind to get Bob to act 
as barber on the present occasion. Then he remeniberfid 
having seen Bridget once cut the hair of a child, and lie 
could not but fancy how pleasant it would be to have her 
moving about him, in the performance of the same office 
on himself He decided, consequently, to remain as he 
was, as regarded his looks, until his charming bride could 
act as his hair-dresser. The toilette, however, was not 
neglected, and, on the whole, there was no reason to com- 
plain of the young man's appearance. The ship iiirnisbei: 
him clothes at will, and the climate rendered so few neces- 
sary, that even a much smaller slock than he possessed, 
would probably have supplied him for life. 

When about a league from the northern end of Ranco- 
cus Island, Bob est a llttlellag at his mast-head, the signal, 
previously arranged, of his having been successful. Among 
the stores brought by the party from America, were three 
regular tents, or marquees, which Heaton purchased at a 
safe of old military stores, and had prudently brought with 
hini, to be used as occasion might demand. These mar- 
quees were now pitched on a broad piece of low innd, that 
lay between the .cliffs and the beach, and where the colony 
had temporarily estahliahed itself. Mark's heart beat vio- 
lently as Bob pointed out these little canvas dwellings to 
him. They were the abodes of his friends, mchiding his 
young wife. Next the cows appeared, quietly grazing 
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near by, with a pleasant home look, and the goals and colts 
were net far off, cropping the grass. Altogether our young- 
man was ppiifoundly overcome Sgain, and it was some time 
ere he could regain his Belf-command. On a point that 
proved to be the landing-place, stood a solitary female 
figure. As the boat drew nearer she extended her anna, 
and then, as if unable to stand, she sunk on » rock which 
had seived her for a seat ever since the distant. sail was 
visible. III two more minutes Mark Woolsfon had his 
charming young bride encircled in his arms. Tlie delicacy 
which kept the others aloof from this meeting, was imitated 
by Bob, who, merely causing the boat to brush near the 
rock, so as to allow of Mark's jumping ashore, passed on 
to a distat[t landing, where he was met by mo^t of his 
party, including ' Friend Mariha,' who rejoiced w>t a liltle 
in the safe return of Friend Robert Betts. In half-an-hc.ur 
Mark and Bridget came up to the marquees, when ihe 
fiirnier made the acquaintance of his brother-in-law, and 
li!id the happiness of embracing his sister. It was a morn- 
ing o. the piirpst joj, and deepest gratitude. On the one 
side, ihe solitary niFm found himself restored to tiie delights 
of social life, in the persons of those on earth whom he 
most loved ; and, on the other hand, the nnmherless appre-- 
hensions of those who looked for him, and his place of 
retirement, had all their anxiety rewarded by complete 
success. Little was done that day but to ask and answer 
questions. Mark had to recount all that had happened 
since Bob was taken from him, and not trifling was the 
trepidation created among his female listeners, when he 
related the history of the earthquake. Their fears, how- 
ever, were somewhat appeased by his assurances of secu- 
ritv ■ the circumstince jhnt a volcano was in activity near 
b b g I a pledge that no very extensive convul- 

n Id f il 

Tl ! mained a week at Rancocos Island, 

b g u lly o h ) py to give themselves the disturbance 
t 1 A he end of that time, however, Anne 

f 1 that they began to talk of a vnynire, 

B I 1 n I dying to see the place where M irk 

hip d my olilary hours; and, as he had assured 
1 m In where her image had scarcely eve/ 
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sufiicieiit space in the d 

of five or six persons. I w d h e- 

males away first, lest t f the mouiUdiii, ijitherto 

unknown, should spread among the islands, and faring them 
Fiaitni-o »,!■„ might prove to be troublesome, if not danger- 



Parties existed in Betto's 



group, aa we believe they 



exist everywhere else ; and Bob knew very well tlint la- 
thing but the ascendancy of his friend, the chief, Ooroony, 
had been the moans of his escaping aa well as he did in 
the land-fall among them that he had made. The sm^illest 
reverse of fortune might put Betlo down, and some bittei 
foe up, and then there was the certainty that war canoes 
might come off in quest of the mountain, at any lime 
without asking the leave of the friendly chief, even while 
he remained iji power. On the whole, therefore, it was 
determined to freight (he pinnace with the most valuable 
of the effects, put ali the females on Iward, and send her 
off under the care of Mark, Heaton, and Socrates, leaving 
Bob and Bigelow to look after the stock and the rest of the 
property. It waa supposed the boat might be absent a 
week. Tins was done accordingly. Bob, on taking leave 
of Friend Martha, pariiciilarly recommending to her atten- 
tion (he Vulcan's Peak reed-birds, throning in a bint thai 
he should be glad to find a string of ihem in the pinnace. 

The voyage to windward was a much more serious busi- 
ness than the r^n to leeward. By Boh's advice Mark 
reefed his ijiainsail, and took the Iwnuet off the jib. Fol- 
lowing the same instructions, he stood away to (he south- 
ward, letting the boat go through the water freely, intend, 
mg to tack when became near 1 he volcano, and not be-fore. 
This was what Bob himself had done, and that which bad 
turned out so well with him, he fancied might succeed 
with his friend. The Neabamony left Rancocua Island 
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m. .. .unset. Nat ,„„„„„g M.rk ,„„ il,„ „„J,e „f ,|„ 
Void,,,, md stood for ,t Ate, ,„,king „„ ,„etol,e,, h, 
ctie .,p ,.ith,o n league „f ,hi, j,,,,, ,,„„ |,^ „„j,j ;„j 
Mood to the northward ,„d e.etw.rd, Vulo.n's Poiik hwin, 
heon ,0 pl„„ „e„ the entire da,. A, re.peot. the vol" 
comparatively quiet stiite, though 



inds were hentii, and 



s were cast into the air 



111 eociaiderable quanljtiea, while ihe boat w ,a imaresi in 
One thing, moreover, Mark ascertained, which' greatly 
increased h,a confidence in the permanency of the cha„ ^ 
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land-marks, that he migin li^ive no difficulty in running for 
his port. After a time, however, he caught sight of an 
object that he remembered, anil found his way into tlie 
cove. Here lay the liuie namesake of his pretty wife, jnst 
89 he had left her, the true Bridget smiling and blushing 
as the young husband piiinled iim the poor substituie he 
had been compi lied to receive fur herself, only ten daya 

Mark, and Socrates, and Dido, and Teresa, Bigelow's 
wife, all carried tip heavy loads; while Heaton had as 
much as he could do to help Anne and the child up the 
sharp acclivity. Bridget, with her light active step, 



great eagerness i 



> behdld a scene that Mark had described 



with so miich eloquence, was the first, by a , 
hour, (in the plain. When the others reached the top, 
they saw (he charming young thing running about in the 
nearest grove, that in which her husband had dined, col- 
lecting fruit, and apparently as enchanted as a child. Mark 
paused, lis he gained the height, to gaze on this sight, so 
agreeahie in bis eyes, and which rendered the place ho 
.very different from what it had been so recently, while he 
was in possession of its glorious beanties, a solitary man. 
Then, he had several times likened himself to Adam in 
the garden of Eden, before woman was given to him for a 
companion. Now, now he could feasi his eyes on an Eve, 
who would have been highly attractive in any part of iht 

The articles brought up on the plain, at this first trip, 
comprised all that was necessary lo prepare and (o partake 
of a breiikfast in comfort. A lire was soon blazing, the 
kettle on, and the bread-fruit baking. It was almost pain- 
ful lo destroy the reed-birds, or hicro fir'ln, so numerous 
were they, and so confiding. One discharge from each 
barrel of the fowling-piece bad enabled Heaton to bring in 
eii.inirh for the whole party, and these were soon roasting. 
Wirk hnd bronaht with him from the Ri ef. a basket of 
fre^h eggi, and they had been Bridget's load, in ascending 
the nioiintnin He had pronnsed her an American break- 
fast, and these egg-, boiled, did ser\e to remind everybi>dy 
of a distant home, that wa^ still remembered with melan- 
choly pleasure A heartier or a happier meal, notwilh- 
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EtPnding, was never made than was that breakfast. The 
mountain air, invigorating though bland, the exercise, the 
absence of care, the excellence of the food, which com- 
prised fresh figs, a tree or two of tolerable sweetness having 
been found, the milk of the cocoa-nut, the birds, the eggs, 
the bread-fruit, &c., all contributed tlieir share to render 
the meal memorable. 

The men, and the three labouring women, were em- 
ployed two days ;n getting the cargo of the Neshamony 
up on the plain; or to Eden, as Bridget named the spot, 
unconscious how often she herself had been likened to a 
lovely Eve, in the mind of her young husband. Two of 
the marquees had been brought, and were properly erected, 
having board floors, and everything comfortably arramred 
within and without them. A roof, however, was scarcely 
necessary in that delicious climate, where one could get 
into the shade of a grove ; and a thatched shed was easily 
prepared for a dwelling for the others. By the 'end of the 
third day the whole parly in Eden was comfortably esia- ' 
Wished, and Mark took a shoit leave of his bride, to sail 
for Rancocus again. Bridget shed tears at this separation,, 
short as it was intended to be; and numberless were the 
injunctions to be wary of the natives, should the latter have 
visited Betts, in the lime intervening between the departure 
of the Neshamony and her return. 

The voyage between the two islands lost something of 
its gravity each time it was made. Mark learned a littlp 
every trip, of the courses to be steered, the peculiarities 
of the currents, and the height of the aesis. He ran down 
to Rancocus, on this occasion, iii three hours' less time 
than he had done it before, sailing at dusk, and reaching 
port next day at noon. Nothing had occurred, and to work 
the men went at once, to load the pinnace. Room was 
left for one of the cows and its calf; and Bob being seri- 
ously impressed with the importance of improving every 
moment, the little sloop put to sea again, the evening of 
the very day on which it bad arrived. 

Bridget was standing on a rock, by the side of the limpid 

water of the cove, when the Neshamony shot through its 

entrance into the little haven, and her hand was in Mark's 

ihp instant be landed. Tears gushed into the eyes of the 

18 • 
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young mEin as he recalled his year nf solitude, and folt bow 
different was such a welcome from his many melancholy 
arrivals and departures, previously to ihe recent events. 

It was rather a troublesome matter to get the cow and 
caif up the mountain. The first did not see enough that 
was attractive in naked rocks, to induce her to mount in 
the best of humours. She drank freely, however, at the 
hrook, appearing to rdish its waters parlicuhrly well. At 
length the plan was adopted of cairying the calf up a good 
distance, the cries of the little thing inducing its mother 
immediately to follow. In this way both were got up into 
Eden, in the course of an hour. And well did the poor 
cow vindicate the name, when she got a look at the broad 
glades of the sweetest grasses, that were stretched befnre 
her. So strongly was her imagination struck with the 
siew — for we suppose that some cows have even more ima- 
gination than many men — that she actually kicked up hei 
heels, and &way she went, head down and tail erect, scam- 
pering athwart the sward like a colt. It was not long, 
however, before she began to graze, the toyage having 
been made on a somewhat short allowance of both food 
and water. II' there ever was a happy animal, it was that 
cow ! Her troubles were all over. Sea-sickness, dry food, 
short allowances of water, narrow lodgiiigs.and hard beds, 
were all, doubtless, forgotten, as she roamed al pleasure 
over boundless fields, on which the grass was perennial, 
seeming never to be longer or shorter than was necessary 
to give a good bite ; and among which numberless rills of 
the purest waters were sparkling like crystal. The great 
difficnlty in possessing a dairy, in a warm climate, is the 
wint of pasture, the droughts usually being so long in the 
6i.mmer months. At Vulcan's Peak, however, and indeed 
in all of that fine region, it rained occasionally, through- 
out the year; more in winter, than in summer, and that 
WHS the sole dislinction in the seasons, after allowing for a 
trifling change in the temperature. These peculiarities 
appear to have been owing to the direction of the prevalent 
winds, which not only brought frequent showers, but which 
preserved a reasonable degree of freshness in the atmo- 
sphere. Wit/nn the crater, Mark had often found the 
beat oppressiie, even in the shade ; but, withaut, scarcely 
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pver, proviiied his biidj was not directly exposed lo iht- 
siiii's [Mja. Nfir Wiis (he difference in the leniperaiure 
belweeu the Reef and the Peak, as marked as might have 
been expected from the great elevation of the last. This 
was owing (o the circumstance that the sea air, and that 
usually in swift motion, entered so intimately into the 
composition of the atmosphere down on that low range of 
rocka, imparting its customary Freshness to everything it 
passed over. 

Mark did not make the next trip to Rancocus. By (hia 
time Anne passed hnll'the day in the open air, and was so 
fast regaining her strength that Heaton did not hesitate lO 
lesve her. The doctor had left rtiany things behind him. 
that he much wished to see embarked in person, and he 
volunteered to be the companion of Socrates, on this occa- 
sion, leaving the bridegroom behind, with his bride. By 
this time Heaton himself was a reasonably good sailor, and 
to him Mark confided the instructions as to the course to 
be steered, and the distance lo be run. AW resulted fa- 
vourably, the Neshamonj making ihe trip in very good 
time, bringing into Ihe cove, the fourth, day after she had 
Hailed, not only the remaining cow, and her citif, but seve- 
ral of the goats. Convinced he might now depend on 
Heaton and Socrates to sail tlie pinnace, and Anne ex- 
pressing a perfect willingness to remain on the Peak, in 
ciimpBny with Teresa and Dido, Mark resolved to proceed 
to the crater with his two Bridgets, feeling the propriety 
of no longer neglecting the property in thai quarter of his 
dominions. 'J'here was nolhing to excite apprehension, 
and the women had all acquired a certain amount of reso- 
lution that more properly belonged to their situation than 
to their sex or nature. Anne's great object of concern 
was the ' baby.' As long as that was safe, everything with 
lier was going on well ; and Dido being a renowned baliy 
(liicior, and all the simples for a child's ailings being in the 
possession of the young mother, she raised no i-bjection 
whatever to her brother's quitting her. 

Bridget had great impatience to make this voyage, for 
she longed to see the spot where her husband had passed 
so many days in solitude. Everything he had mentiimed, 
in their many conferences on this subject, was already fa- 
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she really enlerlained a decided fondi 
pigs, as Mark's companious, had a cert 
in her eyes. 

The mnrning was taken for tlie deparlure, and just as 
the little craft got out from under the lee of the Peak, and 
began to feel ihe true breeze, the sun rose gloriously out 
of the eastern waves, lighting the whole of the blue waters 
with his brilliant rays. Never did Vulcan's Peak appear 
more grand or more soft — for grandeur or sublimity, 
blended with softness, make the principal charm of noble 
tropical scenery — than it did thnt morning; and Biidgal 
looked up at the dark, overhanging cliffs, with a smile, is 
she said— 

" We may love the Reef, dear Mark, for what it did for 
you in your distress, "-but I foresee that this Eden will 
eventually become our home." 

" There are many things lo render this mountiin prefer- 
able to the Reef; though, now we are seriously thmkin^ 
of a colony, it miiy be well to keep both. Even Rincocus 
would he of great value to us, as a pasture for goat'i, and 
a range for cattle. It may be long before the frpai,e w dl 
be wanted by human beings, for actual cultivation, but 
each of our present possessions is now, and long will con- 
tinue to be, of great use to us as assistants. We shall live 
principally on the Peak, I think myself; but we must fish, 
get our salt, and obtain most of our vegetables from the 
Reef" 

" Oh 1 that Reef, tliat Reef— how long will it be, Mark, 
before we see it?" 

The enamoured young husband laughed, and kissed his 
charming wife, and told her to restrain her impatience. 
Several hours must elapse before they could even come in 
sight of tlie rocks. These hours did pass, and with the 
occurrence of no event worthy of being recorded. The 
Trades usually blew fresh in that quarter of the ocean, but 
it was seldom that they brought tempests. Occasionally 
squalls did occur, it is true; but a prudent and experienced 
mariner could ordinarily guard against their consequences, 
while the. hurricane seldom failed, like most other great 
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physical phenomena, to have its precursors, that were 
easily seen and unrferalood. On the present occasion, the 
bont ran across the passage in very good time, making the 
crater in about fine hours, and the ship's masts in six 
Mark made a goiid Und-fall coming in to leeward of the 
cape, or low promontory already mentioned — Cape South 
he called it — while there still remained several hours of 
day. Bridget was greatly struck with the vast difference 
she could hot help finding between the appearance of these 
low, dark, and so often naked rocks, and that of the Eden 
she had just left. Tears came into her eyes, aa she pio 
tured her husband a solitary wanderer over these wastes, 
with no water, even, but that which fell from the clouds, 
or which eame from the ciisks of the ship. When, how- 
ever, she gave utterance to this feeling, one so natural to 
her situation, Mark told her lo have patience until they 
reached the crater, when she would see that he had pos- 
.sessed a variety of blessings, for which he had every reason 
to be grateful to God. 

There was no difficulty in getting into the proper chan- 
nel, when the boat fairly flew along the rocks that lined 
the passages. So long as she was in rough water, the sails ' 
of so small a craft were neoessarily becalmed a good deal 
of the time; but, now that there was nothing to intercept 
the breeze, she caught it all, and made the most of it. To 
Mark's surprise, as they passed the Prairie, he saw all of 
his swine on ii, now, inoliiding two half-unconsumed litters 
of well-grown pigs, some seventeen in number. These 
animals had actually found their way along the rocks, a 
distance of at least twenty miles from home, and by the 
crsoked path they had taken, probable one much greater. 
They all appeared full, and contented. So much of the 
water had already evaporated as to make it tolerable walk- 
inir on the sea-weed; and Mark, slopping to examine the 
progress of things, prognosticated that another year, in 
that climate, would convert the whole of that wide pli.in 
into dry land. In many places, the hogs had already found 
their way down, through the sea-weed, into the mud ; and 
there was one particular spot, quite near the channel, 
where the water was all gone, and where the pigs had 
rooted over so much of the surface, as to convert two or 
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tliree acres into n sort of half-tilled* field, m which the se* 
weed was neiiriy lorned under (he mud. Noihirig hiii 
drenching rains were wanting to render snch a place highly 
productive, and it was certain those rains would come at 
the end of the season. 

About the middle of the day, Mark run the boat along- 
side of the Reef, at the usual landing, and welcomed 
Bridget to his and her home, with a kiss. Everjthino 
was in its place, and a glance sufficed to show that no 
human foot had been there, during the weeks of his absence. 
Kitty was browsing on (he Summit, and no spaniel could 
have played more antics than she did, at the sight of her 
master. At first, .^iark had thought of transferring this 
gentle and playful young goat to the Peak, and to'piace 
her in the little flock collected there; but he had been 
induced to change his mind, by recollecting how much she 
contributed to the beauly of the Summit, by keeping down 
the grass. He had therefore brought her a companion, 
which had no sooner been landed on the Reef, than it 
bounded off to make acquaintance with the stranger on 
the elevation. 

. Bridget was almost overcome when she got on board the 
ship. There was even a certain sublimity in the solitude 
that reigned over everything, that impressed her imagina- 
tion, and she wondered tliai any human being could so 
long have dwelt there alone, nnuheered by the hope of de- 
liverance. In the cabin of that vessel she had plighted her 
faith to Mark, and a flood of recollections burst upon her 
as she entered it. Mark was obliged to allow her to seek 
relief in teirs Bui hrilf an hiur brought her round again, 
and then she set about putting ihmgs m o der, and midting 
this very importnnt abode submit to the mfluence of wo- 
rn m's lo\e of comfort and order By ihelime Mrtrk came 
bick from hia g<irden, whither he hid gone to ascertam its 
condition, Bridget hid his supper reidy for him prepared 
with a neatness nnd method to which he had 1 ng beni a 
stnnger That was a vprv delicious meal to both 1 he 
husband hid lighted a tire in the gilley where ihe wife 
had cooked the me d uhich consiste.l principdly of some 
pin hah taken in the narrow channeh between ihe roi,ks 
and which had been cleaned by Mark hinisell, as they 



iLvGoOglf 



Bailed Lilong. It w:is, incJccd, a great point of solicitutle 
with tliis jotmg husband to prevent his charming wife Iroiii 
performing duties for which she was unfitted by education, 
whiie the wife herself was only too solicitous to make her- 
self useful. In one sense, Bridget was a very knowing 
person about a household. She knew how to prepare 
many savoury compounds, and had tiie whole culinary art 
lit iier fingers' ends, in the way of giving directions. It 
was no wonder, then, that Mark found everything she 
touched, or prepared, good, as everything she said sounded 
pleasant and reasonable. The last is b highly important 
ingredient in matrimonial life, but the first has its merit. 
And Bridget Woolstoii was bot^ pleasant and reasonahie. 
Though a little romantic, and inclined to hazard all for 
feeiing, and what she conceived to be duty, at the bottom 
of all ran a vein of escellent sense, which had been reason- 
ably attended to. Her temper was sweetness itself, and 
that is one of the greatest requisites in married happiness. 
To this great quality must ba added affection, for she was 
devoted to Mark, and nothing he wished would she hesi- 
tate about striving to obtain, even at painful sacrifices to 
herself. One as generous-minded and manly as her hus- 
band, could not fail to discover and appreciate such a dis- 
position, which entered very largely into the composition 
of their future happiness. 

Our young couple did not visit the crater and the Sum- 
mit until the sun had lost most of its power. Then Mark 
introduced his wife into his garden, and lo his lawn. 
Exclamations of delight escaped the last, at nearly every 
step ; for, in addiiibn to the accidental peculiarities of sut-h 
a place, the vegetation had advanced, as vegetation only 
can advance within the tropics, favoured by frequent rains 
and a rich soil. Tlie radishes were half as large as Brid- 
get's wrists, and as tender as her heart. The lettuce was 
already heading; the beans were fit to pull; the onions large 
enough to boil, and the peas even too old. On the Sum- 
mit Mark cut a couple of melons, which were of a flavour 
surpassing any he had ever before tasted. With that spot 
Bridget was especially delighted. It was, just then, as 
green as grass could be, and Kitty had found its plants so 
very sweet, that she had scarce descended once to trespass 
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on the garden. Here and there the imprint of her liti](; 
hoof was to be traced on a bed, ii is true, bat she appeared 
lo have gone there more to look after the condition of the 
garden than to gratify her appetite., . 

While on the Summit, Mark pointed out to his wife the 
fowls, now increased to something like fifty. Two or three 
broods of chickens had come within the last month, mak- 
ing their living on the reef that was separated from that of 
the crater by means of the bridge of planks. As two or 
three flew across the narrow pass, however, he was aware 
that the state of his garden must be owing to the fact (hat 
they still found a plenty on those rocks for their support. 
In returning to the ship, he visited a half-barrel prepared 
for that purpose, and, as he expected, found a nest con- 
taining a dozen eggs. These he took the liberty of appro- 
priating to his own use, telling Bridget that they could eat 
some of them for their breakfast. 

But food never had been an interest lo give our solitary 
man much uneasiness. From the hour when he found 
muck, and sea-weed, and guano, he felt assured of (he 
means of subsistence; being in truth, though he may not 
have known it himself, more in danger of falling behind- 
hand, in consequence of the indisposition to activity th»l 
almost ever accompanies the abundance of a warm climate, 
cing. 



1 from the absolute want of the means of adva 



night Mark and Bridget knelt, side by s._„, ...„ ,^. 
turned thanks to God for all his mercies. How sweet the 
foriner found it to see the light form of his beautiful com- 
panion moving about the spacious cabin, giving it an air 
of home and happiness, no one can fully appreciate who 
has not been cut off from these accustomed joys, and then 
been suddenly restored to them. 
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"1 leg, good Heaven, wilh just Josires, 
What need, noi luxury, teqiiirea; 
Give me, wiili sparing lianda, but moJerate 
A litlie honour, anil enough of liealih ; 

Free from llie busy city life. 
Near sliaJy groves atn! purling alre^ms con 

A faillinil rriecid, a pleusing wife ; 
And give me all in one, give a conleoled n- 



Mark and Bridget remained at the Reef a week, entirely 
alone. Td them ilie time seemed but a single day ; niid 
so completely *ere they engrossed wilh each other, and 
their present happiness, that they almost dreaded the hour 
of return. Everyliinj; was visited, hmvever, even to the 
abandoned anchor, and i\!ark made a trip to liie eastward, 
carrying his wife out into the open water, in thai direction. 
But the ship and the crater gave Bridget the greaiest hap- 
piness. Of these she never tired, though the first gat-R har 
the moat pleasure. A ship was sasociaied wiili all. her 
earliest impressions of Mark ; on board that very ship she 
had been married ; and now it formed her home, tempora 
rily, if not permanently. Bridget had been living so long 
beneath a tent, and in savage huis, that the accommoda 
lions of the Rancocus appeared like those of a palace. They 
were not inelegant even, though it was not usual, in that 
period of the republic, lo fit up vessels with a magnificence 
little short of royal yachts, as is done at present. In the 
way of convenience, hmvever, our ship could boast of a 
great deal. Her cabins were on deck, or under a poop, 
and consequently enjoyed every advantage of light and air. 
Uenealh were store-rooms, still well supplied with many 
articles of luxury, though time was beginning to make its 
D!sual inroads on their qualities. The bread was not quite 
as sound as it was once, nor did the teas retain all their 
strength and flavour. But the sugar was jiiat as sweet as 
1!> 
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file ilaj it was aliippRtl, nn<\ in tlie coffee there was ne a|i- 
pMent chiinge. Of (he butter, we do not choose to saj 
anything. Bridget, in tlie pfettiesi manner imagina V<>, 
declared that as soon as she could set Dido at work the 
Btore-rooms should he closely examined, and thoroughly 
cieiined. Then the galley imde such a convenient "and 
iiiry kitchen! Mark had removed the house, the awning 
unswering every purpose, and his wife declared that it was 
a pleasure to cook a meal for him, in so pleasant a place. 
The first dish Bridget ever literally cooked for Mark, 
with her own hands, or indeed for any one else, was a 
mesa of ' grass,' as it was the custom of even the most 
polished people of America then to call asparagus. They 
had gone together to the asparagus bed on Loam Island, 
and hiid found the plant absolutely luxuriating in its fa- 
vourite soli. The want of butter was the greatest defect 
in this mess, for, to say the truth, Bridget refused the ship's 
butler on this occasion, but luckily, enough oil remained 
to furnish a tolerable aubstitute. Mark declared he had 
never tasted anything in his life half so good 1 

At the end of the week, the governor, as Heatoa had 
etyled Mark, and as Bridget had begun playfully to term 
him, gave the opinion that it was necessary for them to 
tear themselves away from their paradise. Never before, 
most certainly, had the Reef appeared to the young hns- 
band a spot aS delightful as he now found it, and it did 
seen:, to him very possible for one to pass » whole life on 
it withi^nt murmuring. His wife again and again assured 
him slie had never before been half as happy, and that, 
much as she loved Anne and the baby, she could remain 
a month longer, witlioui being in the least wearied. . But 
it was prudent to return to the Peak, for Mark had never 
felt hie former security against foreign invasion, since he 
was acquainted with the proximity of peopled islands. 

The passage was prosperous, and it gave thn scene an 
air of civilizHiion and life, to fall in with the Neshamony 
off the cove. She was coming in from Rancocus, on her 
last trip for the stores, having brought everything away 
but two of the goats. These had been driven np into the 
mountains, and there left, Bigeiow had come away, and 
the whole party of colonists were now assembled at Vul- 
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Cin s PeaU Bl l Betl- had a rnnirniinication to make thai 
giie the g icrri r i j,ond de il i>t concern. He reported 
thit if er Ihev h d ^ot tlie pinnace ioaded, and were only 
WHiting fur the pr.iper tune of day lo quit Raiicouus, they 
discovered a fleet of cinoes md catamarans, approaching 
the iilaiid from the direction of the Group, as they fami- 
liarly termed the cluster if Hands that was known to be 
nearest to them t> the n rlhwird and westward. By 
means of a gtiss Beits hid nstertained that a certain 
Wn illy wai oii board the le iding canoe, and he regarded 
this as an evd omen Wanlly was O.iroonj's most formi- 
d bl I <i b r d h n hat 

h I d ng h ti II f If B b h __l was 

ad Ihhdp"' 



d b 

ly P 



n h f R 

h pi f 

s h d p h d if I 



n h h II W lly I n h gout 

of h y f g d f I I n I red 

about in the Pacific, there being scarcely a group in which 
more or less of them are not to he found. The presence 
of these men, too, Biib regarded as another evil omen, and 
he fell the necessity of throwing all the dust lie could into 
their eyes. When th© pinnace ieft the flotilla, therefore, 
instead nf passing out to windward of the island, as was 
her true course, she sfered in an almost contrary direc- 
tion, keeping off well to leeward of the land, in order not 
to get becalmed under the heights, for Bob well knew the 
canoes, with paddles, would soon overhaul liim, should he 
lose the wind. 

It was the practice of our colonials to quit Rar 
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just before the sun sot, and to stand ;iil night on a south- 
east course. This invariably brought them in sight oftlife 
smoke of the vulcann by morning, and shortly after tbdj 
tniide the Peak. All of the dsy that succeeded, was corn- 
tnonly passed in heating up to the v jlcann, or as near lo it 
as it was thought prudent to go; and lacking lo the north- 
ward and eastward, about sunset of the second day, it was 
found on the foUowlng morning, that the Neshamony was 
drawing near to the cJifTs of Vulcan's Peak, if she were 
not alreiidy beneath them. As a matter of course, then, 
Boh h:id not far to go, before night shut in, and left him 
at liberty to steer in whatever direction he pleased. For- 
tunately, that night had no moon, though there was not 
much danger of so small a craft as the Neshamony being 
seen at any great distance on the water, even by mtionlight. 
Bob consequently determined to beat up off the north end 
of the island, or Low Cape, as it was named by the colo- 
nists, from the circumstance of its having a mile or twc 
of low land around it, before the mountnins commenced. 
Once off the cape again, and reasonably well in, he might 
possibly make discoveries thut would be of use. 

It took two or three hours to regain the lost ground, by 
beating to windward. By eleven o'clock, however, the 
Ne,shamony was not only off the cape, but quite close in 
with the landing. The climate rendering fires altogether 
unnecessary at that season, »pd indeed at nearly all sea- 
sons, except for cooking, Bob could not trace the encamp- 
ment of the savages, by that means. Still, he obtained 
all the information he desired. This was not done, how- 
ever, without great risk, and by a most daring step on his 
part. He lowered the sails of the boat and went alongside 
of the rock, where the pinnace usually came to, the canoes, 
&c., having made another, and a less eligible harbour. 
Bob then landed in person, and stole along the shore in the 
direction of the sleeping savages. Unknown to himself, be 
was watched, and was just crouching under some bushes, 
in order to get a little nearer, when he felt a hand on bis 
shoulder. There was a moment when blood was in danger 
.of being shed, but Betts's hand was stayed by hearing, in 
good English, the words — 

"Where are you bound, shipmate?" 
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a moment fnr rel!ei;tiiin, however, and almost witliciui 
knowing it himseif, when he fiiuud the pinnace about to 
make sail in order to get off tiie land, he followed Jones 
into her, and was hdlf a mile from ihe shore before he had 
lime «i reflect much on her he had left behind him. liia 
coinpanmn consoled him by telling him that un opportunily 
might occur of sending a message to Petrinn, as the/ had 
named the pretty young savage, who would not fail to find 
her way to Rancocus, sooner or laler. 

Wiih these important accessions to his forces. Bob did 
not hesitate about putting to sea, leaving Waally to make 
what discoveries he might. Should the natives ascend lo 
the higher parts of the mountain, ihey could hardly fail to 
see both the smoke of the volcano and the Peak though it 
would luckily not be in their power to see the Reef, or any 
part of that low group of rocks. It was very possible they 
might attempt to cross the passage between the two moun- 
tains, though the circumstance that Vulcan's Peak lay so 
directly to windward of Rancocus offered a very sertous 
obstacle to their succeeriing. Had the Iwo sailors remained 
with them, ihnj, indeed, might have taught the Indians to 
overcome the winds and waves; but these very men were 
of opmion, from what ihey had seen of the natives and of 
their enterprises, that it rather exceeded their skill and 
perseverance, lo work their canoes a hundred miles dead 
to windward, and against the sea that was ustiallv on in 
Ihat^quarlerof the Pacific. 

The colonists, generally, gave the two recruits a very 
welcome reception. Bridget smiled when Mark suggested 
that Jones, who was a well-looking lad enough would 
make a very proper husband for Joan, and that he doubted 
not. his being called on, in his character of magistrate to 
uiiie ihem m the course of the next six months. The 
desigjis of the savages, however, caused the party to think 
of anything but weddings, just at that moment, and a 
council was held to devise a plan for their future govern- 
ment. As Mark was considered the head of the cohmy, and 
had every way the most experience, his opinion swayed 
those of his companions, and all his recommendations were 
adopicd. There were on board (he ship eight carronades 
then quite a tieiv gun, and motmted on irucks. They 
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were of the bore of twelVe-poun tiers, but liglil and manage- 
able, 'There was also abundance of amniiinitioii in the 
vessel's magazine, no ship coming to the Fejees to trade 
without a proper regard to the armament. Mark proposed 
going over to the Reef with the Neshanionj, the very next 
day, in order to transport two of the guns, with a proper 
supply of powder and shot, to the iPeak. Noiv there was 
one place on the path, or Stairs, where it would be easy 
to defend the last agiiiiist an army, the rocks, which were 
absolutely perpendicular on each side of it, coming so close 
together, as to render it practicable to close the passage 
by a narrow gate. 'I'his gate Mark did not purpose to 
erect now, for he thought it unnecessary. All he intended 
wa*! to phnt the (wo guns at this pnss' one on a piece of 
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siiine sort of government and iiiilhorily, which they should 
all solerarily swear to suppori. The idea wijs favourably 
received, and Mark was unanimoosly chosen governor for 
life, the law being the rule of right, with such special en- 
actments as might, from time to time, issue from a couuci! 
ol three, who were also elected for life. This council 
consisted of the governor, lle;iion, and Bettsi Human 
society has little djfliculiy in establishiiiir itself on just 
principles, when the wants are few and interests simple, 
s the bias given t.y these last that perverts it from the 









zens were accustomed to think that education and practice 
gave a man certain claims to control, and, as yet, dema- 
gogueism had no place with them. A few necessary rules, 
that were connected with their particular situation, were 
enacted by the council and promufgated, when the meeting 
adjourned. Happily they were as yet far, very far from 
that favourite sophism of the day, which would teach the 
inexperienced lo fancy it an advantiffie to a legislator to 
commence his career as low ns possSile on the scale of 
Ignorance, in order that he might be what it is the fashion, 

Mark now took the command, and .issued his orders 
with a show of authority. His attention was first turned 
to rendering the Peak impregnable. There were a plenty 
of muskets and fowling-pieces already there, Heaton hav- 
ing come well provided with arms and ammunition. As 
respects the last, Peters and Jones were set to work to 
clear out a sort of cavern in the rock, thai was not only 
of a convenient size, but which was conveniently placed 
for such a purpose, at no great distance fri>ra the head of 
the Stairs, to receive the powder, &,c. The cavity was 
perfecll. dry, an indispensable requisite, and it was equally 
well protected against the admission of water. 

The next thing was to collect a large pile of dry wood 
on the naked height of the Peak. This was to be lighted, 
31 night, in (he event of the canoes appearing while he 
was absent, Mark being of opinion thst he could see such 
a beacon-fire from the Reef, whither he was about to pro- 
ceod. Having made these arrangements, the governor set 
sail with Betts, Bigelow, and Socrates for his companions, 
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leafing Heaton, witli Peters nntl Jones, to t^ike care of 
most of the female?. We say of most, since Dido and 
Juno went along, in order to cook, and to wash all the 
clothes of the whole colony, a part of which were sent in 
the pinnace, but most of whiuh were on board the ship. 
This was a portion of his duty, when a solitary man, to 
which Murk was exceedingly averse, and having shirts al- 
most ad lihitvnt, Bridget hnd found nearly a hundred ready 
for the ' buck-basket.' Thet-e was no danger, therefore, 
that the ' wash' wonld be too small. 

BeWs was deeply impressed with the change that he 
fonnd in the rocks. There, where he had left water over 
which he had often floated his rafl, appeared dry land. 
Nor was he much. less struck with the appearance of the 
crater. It was now a hill of a bright, lively verdure. Kilty 
and her new friend keeping it quite as closely cropped as 
was desirable. The interior, too, struck bini forcibly ; for 
there, in addition to the garden, now flourishing, though a 
little in want of the hoe, was a meadow of acres in estent, 
in which the grfsswas fit to cut. Mark had observed ihia 
t .when last at the crater, and Socrates had 



brought his scythe and forks, to cut and cure the hay. 

The morning after the arrival, everybody went to wont. 
The women set up their tubs, under an awning spread for 
that purpose, near the spring, and were soon up to theit 
elbows in suds.' The scythe was set in motion, and th^ 
pinnace was taken round to the ship. Three active sea- 
men soon hoisted out the carronades, and stowed them in 
the little, rfoop. The ammunition followed, and half-a- 
dozen biirrels of the beef and pork wera put in the Nesha- 
mony also. Mark scarcely ever touched this food now, 
the fish, eggs, chickens, and pigs, keeping his larder suffi- 
ciently well supplied. But some of the men pined for 
ship's provisions, beef and pork that had now been packed 
more than two years, and the governor thought it might 
be well enough to indulge them. The empty barrels would 
be convenient on the Peak, and the salt would be accept- 
able, after being dried and pulverized. 

The day was passed in loading the Neshamony, and in 
looking after various interests on the Reef The hogs had 
all. come in, and were fed. Mark shot one, and had it 
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dressed, putting most of ils medt into tlie pinnace. He 
jitao FeuC Bob out to hia old place of resort, near Loam 
Jaiand, whence he bruugiit buck near a hundred liog.fisli. 
These were divided, also, some being given to Dido's mess, 
and the rest put in the pinnace, iil>er taking out enough 
for a good supper About ten at night the Nesiiainotijr 
BiiiJed, Mark csrrying Jier out into the open water, when 
he placed Boh at ihe helm. Bigelow had remained in the 
ship, to overhaul the lumber, of which there were atiJl large 
pilea both betwifit decks and in the lower hold I's did the 
whole of the Socratea family, who were y p d w h 

the hay harvest and the ' wash.' Before h 1 ) d n 
catch hia nap, Mark look a good look to h I w d 

iri quest of the beacon, but it was not bu g g I e 
savages had not appeared in the course of h 1 W h 

this assurance he fell asleep, and slept u 1 f m d by 
Bob that the pinnace waa running in be I I e ! B" 
Betts called him, beuause ihe humtt. fsllo b lu ly 

nt a loss to know where to find th6 entra f 1 

So closely did the rocks lap, that this m u I f he h 
liour was most effectually concealed fro II b he 
who happened to get quite close in with t e 1 ff d n 
a particular position. Mark, himself, had ugh a gl pse 
of this narrow entrance accidentally, on h fi ge 

else might he have been obliged to abandon the hope of 
getting on the heights ; for subsequent examination showed 
ihat there was but that one spot, on the whole circuit of 
Vulcan's Peak, where man could ascend to the plain, with- 
out having recourse to engineering and the I« hour of 
months, if not of years. 

Bob had brought along one of the two sivivcls of the 
ship, as an armament for the Neabamony, and he tired it 
under the cliffs, as a signal of her return. This brought 
down all the men, who, with their united strength, dragged 
ihe carronadea up the Stairs, and placed them in position. 
With a view to scale the guna, the governor now had each 
loaded, with a round shut and a case of canister. The 



went into the passage, making the water fairly foam aga 
The other gun waa depressed so as to sweep the Stai 
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overhauling the staff m the ship, he had found not only 
all the materials for this craft, but those necessary for a 
boat a little larger than the Bridget, which, it seems, had 



iLvGoOglf 



been sent for tlie ordinary service of the ship, should any- 
thing occur to occasion the loss of the two she commonly 
used, in ai!di ion to the diiigui. These were treasures, 
indeed, .vessels of this size being of the nimost use to ihe 
colonists. For the next month, several hands were kept 
at work on these two boats, when both were got into tlis 
wnier, rigged, and turned over (or duty. The largest boat 
of the little Heet, which had no deck at all, not even for- 
ward, and which was not only lighter-buill but lighter- 
rigged, havingone large sprit-sail that braiied, wascajled the 
Mary, in hononr of Heaton's.mother ; while the jolly-boat 
carried joy to the hearts of the house of Socrates, by being 
oanie^ the Dido. As she was painted black as a crow, 
(his appellation was not altogether inappropriate, Soc de- 
claring, " dat 'e boat did a gooddeal favour his ole woman." 

While these things were in progress, the Neshninnny 
was not idle. She made six voyages between the Reef 
and the Peak in that niiinih, carrying to the last, fish, fresh 
pork, various necessaries from the ship, as well as eggs and 
salt. Some of the fowls were caught and transferred to 
the Peak, as well as half-a-dozen of the porkers. The 
return CHrgo consisted of reed-birds, in large quantities, 
several other varieties of birds, bread -fruits, bananas, yams, 
coi;:>a-nnts, and a fruit that Hea ton discovered, which was of 
a most delicious flavour resembling strawberries and cream, 
and whiuk was after \ irda ascertai ed to be ihi_ (biira 
moya, the fiuit lint, of ill ntheri when gool is thought 
to eurpaas evprytlins else of tiat niture Bridget also 
picked a basket of famously Ur 'e n ild strawberries on the 
Summit, itiiit «tnt tlierii to Ani e In return Anne senl 
her sister, not 01 Iv eieim and miik bv eat,h pas^i^e, but 
a little fresh butter Ihe cilves hid heeu weined and 
Ihe two cows were now givnig their largest qinntity of 
milk, furnishing almost as much butter as was wanted 

At the crater S>crates put everythmg m order He 
miiwed the grass, and m.ide a neat stack itf it, in the centre 
of the meadow. He cleaned the garden thoroughly, and 
made some arrangements for enlarging it, though the yield, 
now, was quite as great as all the colonists could consume; 
for, no sooner was one vegetable dug, or cut, than another 
was put in its place. On the Peak, Peters, who was half 
I farmer, dug over an acre or two of rich loam, and made 
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a fence of brush, with a view of having a garden in Eden. 
Really, it almost seemed superfluous; though those who 
had been accustomed to sal tds, and beans, und beets, mid 
onions, and cucumbers, and ull the other common vegeta- 
bles of a civilized kitchen, soon began to weary of the 
Kiore luscious fruits of the tropics. With the wild figs, 
however, Heaton, who was a capital horticulturist, fancied 
he could do something. He picked out three or four 
thriving young trees of that class, which bore fruit a little 
better flavoured than -most around them, and cut away all 
their neighbours, letting in the sun and air freely. He 
also trimmed their branches, and dug around the roots, 
which he refreshed with guano ; the use of which had been 
imparled by Mark to his fel low-col on isis, though Bigelow 
knew all about it from having lived in Peru, and Bob had 
early let the governor himself into the secret. 

The governor and his lady, as the community now began 
to term Mr. and Mrs. Mark Woolaton, were on the point 
of embarking in the Neshamony, to visit Vulcan's Peak, 
after a. residence on the Reef of more than a month, when 
the orders for sailing were countermanded, in consequence 
of certain signs in the atmosphere, which indicated some- 
thing like another hurricane. The tempest came, and in 
good earnest, but without any of the disastrous conse- 
quences which had attended that of the previous year. It 
blew fearfully,* and the water was driven into all the sounds, 
creeks, channels and bays of the group, bringing many of 
the islands, isthmuses, peninsulns, and plains of rock, what 
the seamen call 'awash,' though no material portion was 
actually overflowed. At ihe Iteef itself, the water rose 
a fathom, but it did not reach the surface of the island by 
several feet, and all passed off without any other conse- 
quences than giving the new colonists a. taste of the cli- 

Mark, on this occasion, for the first time, noted a change 
that was gradually taking place on the surface of the Reef, 
without the crater. Most of its cavities were coilecttng 
deposits, that were derived from various sources. Sea- 
weed, offals, refuse stuff of all kinds, the remains of the' 
deluge of fish that occurred the past year, and all the in- 
describable atoms that ever conljibute to form soil in the 
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fully two months, misjng together mud and sea-weed, 
somewhat loosely it is true, but very extensively ; and there 
lie scattered Timothy-seed in tolerable profusion. Socralea 
was a long-headed, as well as a long-footed fellow, and he 
brought back from this expedition a report that was of 
material importance to the future husbandry of the colo- 
nists. According to bis statement, this large deposit of 
mod and sea-weed lay on a peninsula, that might be barri- 
caded against the inroads of hogs, cattle, &.C., by a fence 
of some two or three rods in length. This was a very fa- 
vourable circumstance, where wood was to be imported 
for many years to come, if not for ever; though the black 
had brought the seeds of certain timbers, from the Peak, 
and put them into the ground in a hundred places on the 
Reef, where the depth of deposit, and other circumstances, 
seemed favourable to their growth. As for the Prairie 
could it bi) made to grow gnsaes, it would be a treasure 
to the colony, inasmuch as its etient reached fully to a 
thousand acres. The exammiiicn of Sotrntes was flatter- 
ing in otiier reFpecln. The ntud was already dry, and the 
deposit of salt did not seem to be lerj greaij little water 
having been letl there afler the eruption, or lifting of the 
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earth's crutl. The rains hnd done much, and certain 
coarse, natural grasses, were beginning to show ihemaelves 
in various parts of the Keld. As the hogs would not be 
likely to root over the same spot twice, it was not proposed 
to exclude them, but they were permitted to, range over 
the field at pleasure, in the hope that they would add to ita 
fertility by mixing the materials for soil. In sucli a di- 
rdule, every change of a vegetable character was extremely 
rapid, and now that no one thought of abandoning the set- 
tlement, it was very desirable to obtain the different bene- 
fits of civilization as soon as possible. 

All the blacks remained at the Reef, where Mark him- 
self passed a good deal of his time. In their next visit to 
the Peak, they found things flourishing, and the garden 
looking particularly well. The Yulcanisrs had iheir melons 
in any quantity, as well as most vegetables without limits. 
It wiis determined to divide the cows, leaving one on the 
Peak, and sending the other to the crater, where there was 
now sufficient grass to keep two or three such animals. 
With a view to this arrangement, Boh had been directed 
to fence in the garden and stack, by means of ropes and 
stanchions let into the ground. When the Anne returned 
to the Reef, therefore, from her first voyage to the Peak, 
a cow was sent over in her. This change was made solely 
for the convenience of the milk, all the rest of the large 
Btock being retained on the plain, where there was suffi- 
cient grass to sustain thousands of hoofs. , 

But the return cargo of the Anne, on this her first voy- 
age, was composed mainly of ship-timber, tieaton had 
found a variety of the teak in the forests thai skirted the 
plain, and Bigelow had got out of the trees the frame of a 
scliooner that was intended to measure about eighty tons. 
A craft of that size would be of-the greaie.st service to 
them, as it would enable the colonists to visit any part of 
the Pacific they ]»leased, and obtain such snpplies as they 
might find necessary. Nor was this all ; by mounting on 
her two of the carronades, she would efiectually give ihein 
the comtnand of their own seas, so far as the native were 
concerned at least. Mark had some bookson the draught- 
ing of vessels, and Bigelow had once before laid down a 
brig of more than a hundred tons in dimensions. Then 
the stores, rigging, copper, .&c., of the ship, could never 



iLvGoOglf 



333 THL CttATLIi, 

be turned to better accimnl liuni in tlie construction of 
another vessel, and it was believed she could furnish mate- 
rials enough for two or three such criifl. Out of cotnpH- 
ment to his old owner, Ainrk named this scho_oner in em- 
bryo, the ' Friend Abraham White,' though she was com- 
monly known afterwards as the 'Abraham,' 

'J he cutting of the frame of the intended schooner was 
a thing easy enough, with expert American axeinen, and 
wilh that glorious implement of civilization, the American 
axe. But it was not quite so ejisy to get the limber down 
to the cove. The keel, in particular, gave a good deal of 
trouble. Heaton had brought along with him boiti cart 
and wagon wheels, and without that it is questiunnble if 
the stick could have been moved by any force then at (he 
command of the colony. By suspending it in chains be- 
neath the axles, however, it was found possible to draw it, 
though several of the women had to lend their aid in mov- 
ing the mass. When at the head of the Stairs, the timber 
was lowered on the rock, and was slid downwards, with 
occasional lifts by the crowbar and handspike. When it 
reached the water it was found to be jnuch loo heavy to 
float, and it was by no means an easy matter to buoy it 
op in such ft way that it might be towed. The Anne was 
three times as long making her passage wilh this keel iu 
tow, as she was without it. It was done, however, and 
the laying of the keel was effected with some little cere- 
mony, in the presence of nearly every soul belonging to 
the colony. 

The getting out and raising of the frame of the ' Friend 
Abraham White' took six weeks. . Great importance was 
attached to success in this matter, and everybody assisted 
in (he work with right good will. At one time it was 
doubted if stuff enough could be found in the ship to plank 
her up with, and it was thought it might become necessary 
to break up the Rancocus, in order lo complete the job. 
To Bridget's great joy, however, the good oM Rancocus — 
so they called her, though she was even then only eight 
years old — the good old Rancocus' time had not yet come, 
and she was able to live in her cabin for some months 
longer. Enough planks were found by ti?ing those of the 
'twixt decks, a part of which were not boiled d-jwn at all 
(o accomplish all that was wanted. 
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Heatoo was a man of siuguUr tastes, wliicli led him lo 
as remarkable acquirements. Among other accomplish- 
ments, he was a very giioi! geiieriii mechanician, having an 
idea of the mauner in which most of the ordiiinrj ma* 
cliinery ought lo be,, not only used, but fabricated. Al 
the point where the rivulet descen-!ecl the ciiff into the 
sei he di-<covered as noble a mill seat as the hpirl of min 
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able size, along the clilTs m the imtnediate viciiuiy oi the 
mill. The great difficulty to be overcome in thai under- 
taking, was the irausporlation of the timber. By cutting 
the trees most favourably situated first, logs were got into 
the pond without much labour; but aAerthey were in 
planfcs, or boards, or joists, they were quite seven miles 
ftom the head of the Stairs, iu the vicinity of which ii 
was, on several accounts, the most desirable to.dwelL 
Had (he Abraham been kept on the stocks, until the ne- 
cessary timber was brought from the mill, across the plain 
of Eden, she would hove been well seasoned before launch- 
ing; but, fortunately, that Was not necessary — vuFiterinls 
sufficient for her were got on board the ship, as mentioned, 
with some small additions of inch boards that were cut to 
finish her joiners' work. 

Months passed, as a matter of course, while the sch^ooner 
and the mill were in the course of construction. The 
work on the first was frequently intermitted, by little voy- 
ages in the other crail, and by labour necessary to h6 done 
in preparing dwellings on the Peak, to meet the raitij sea- 
son, which was now again near at hand. Past experience 
had told Mark that the winter months in his islands, if 
winter a season could be termed, during which most of the 
trees, all the grasses, and tnany of the fruits continued lo 
20* 
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grow and ripen as in sammer, were not verj formidable 
It is irue it then rained nearly every day, but it was very 
far from raining all day. Most of the rain, in fact, fell at 
night, commencing a little after i: turn in the day, and 
terminating about midnight. Still it must be very unplea' 
sant to pass such a season beneath canvass, and, about six 
weeks ere the wet time commeiiceci, everybody turned to, 
wiih a will, to erect proper framed houses. Now that the 
mill was sawing, this was no great task, the pine working 
beautifully and easily into almost every article required. 

Heatun laid out h'la house with some attention lo laste, 
and more to comfort. It was of one story, but fully a 
hundred feet in length, and of half that in depth. Being 
a common American dwelling that was clap-boarded, it 
was soon put up and enclosed, the climate requiring very 
little attention lo warmth. There were windows, and 
even class, a small tjuantity of that article having been 
brougbt along by the colonists. Tlie floors were beautiful, 
and extremely well laid down; nor were the doors, win- 
dow-shutters, &,c., neglected. The whole, moreover, was 
painted, the stores of the ship still furnishing the neces- 
sary materials. But there was neither "chimney nor plas- 
tering, for Heaton had neither bricks nor lime. Bricks 
he insisted he could and would make, and did, though in 
no great number ; but lime, for some time, baffled his inge- 
nuity. At last, Socrates suggested the burning of oyster- 
shells, and by dint of fishing a good deal, among the chan- 
nels of the reef, a noble oyster-bed was found, and the 
boats brought in enough of the shells to furnish as much 
lime BE would put up a chimney for the kitch«i ; one 
apartment for that sort of work being made, as yet, to 
sufiice for the wanlaof all who dwelt in Eden. 

These various occupations and interests consumed 
many months, and carried the new-coiners through the 
first wet season which ihey encountered as a colony. As 
everybody was busy, plenty reigned, and the climate being 
so uery delicious as to produce a sense of enjoyment in 
the very fact of existence, everybody but Peters was happy. 
He, piK)r fellow, mourned much for bis Peggy, as he called 
the pretty yi.ung heathen wife lie biid left behind him ir 
Waally'a ernnitry. 
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The building of the lioiises, and of the schooner, was 
ocoupniioii I'or everybody, for a long time. The first were 
compleled in senson to escape the rains; but the last was 
on the stocks fully six montlis after her keel had been laid. 
The fine weather had returned, even, and she was not yet 
launched. So long a period bad intervened since Waaily's 
visit to Rancocus I_sland vi'ithout bringing any results, that 
the council began lo hope the Indians had given up their 
enterprises, from the consciousness of not having the 
means to carry iheni ont; and almost every one ceased to 
apprehend danger from that quarter. In a word, so 
smoothly did the current of life flow, on the Reef and at 
Vulcan's Peak, that there was probably more danger of 
their inhabitants falling inio the commoT and fatal error 
of men in prosperity, than of anything ehe, or, of their 
neginuiiigto fancy that they deseried all the blessnigs that 
were c-nferroxl on them, and lorgettmg the hind ih.it be- 
stowed iheiH. As if to reo-M liiem to a befier sense of 
tilings, eeents jiow occurred which H is our business to 
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reliite, and which aroused the whole colony from the aorl 
of pleasing Irnrice into which they had fallen, hythe united 
influence of aecuriiy, abundance, and a most scducuve 

As lime rolled on, in the first place, the number of the 
colony had begun to augment hy natural means. Friend 
Martha had presented Friend Rohert with a little R<ibert ; 
and Bridget made Mark the happy parent iif a very charm- 
ing girl. This last event occurred about the Cuinmence- 
wient of the summer, and just a twelvemonth after the 
happy reunion of the young Boiipie. According to Mark's 
prophecy, Jones hai) succeeded with Joan, and they were 
married even before the expiration of the six monihs men- 
tioned. On the subject of a marriiige ceremony there was 
no difficulty, Robert and Martha holding a Friends' meet- 
ing especially to quiet the scruples of the bride, though 
she was assured the form could do no good, since the 
bridegro<)m did not belong to meeting. The governor read 
the church service on the occasion, too, which did no 
harm, if it did no good. About this time, poor Peters, 
envying the happiness of all around him, and still pining 
for his Petfina, or Peggy, as he called her himself, begged 
of the governor the use of the Dido, in order that he migbl 
make a voyage to Waally's group in quest of his lost com- 
panion. Mark knew how to feel tor one in the poor fel- 
low's situation, and he could not think of letting him go 
alone on an expedition of so much peril. After deliberat- 
ing on the matter, he determined, to, visit Rancocus Island 
himself-^not having been in that direction, now, for 
monihs — and to go in the Neshamony, in order to take a 
couple of hogs fiver; it having long been decided to com- 
mence breeding that valuable animal, in the wild state, on 
the hills of that uninhabited land. 

The intelligence that a voyage was to be made to Ran- 
cocus Island seemed to infuse new life into the then of the 
colony.every oneof whom wished to be of the party. The 
governor had no objection to indulging ns many as it might 
be prudent to permit to go; b.ut he saw. the necessity of 
putting some restraint on the movement. After canvassing 
the matter in the council, it whs determined that, in addi- 
tior to Mark and Peters, who went of course, the party 
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should consist of Bob, Bigeiow, and Socrates. The car- 
penter was taken to look for trees that itfight serve to make 
ihe wiijs of the schooner, which was jet to be launched ; 
Mid the latter was thought necessary in hjs capacity of a 
c.iok. As for Belts, he went along as the governor's coun- 
sellor and companion. 

Bridget's liitle girl was born in the cabin of the ship; 
and the week preceding ihat set for the voyage, she and 
ihec'iild were taken a. . ^ . . . - 



Tliese abseueea ami occi 
sioLial visits gave a zest lo lives that might otherwise have 
become too monotonous, and were rather encouraged than 
avoided. It was, perhaps, a liitle strange that Bridget 
raiher preferred ihe Reef than the Peak for a permanent 
residence ; but there was her much-beloved ship, and there 
she ever had her still more beloved husband for a com- 

On the appointed day, the Neshamony set sail, having 
on board a family of three of the swine. 'I'he plan for the 
excursion included a trip to the volcano, which had not 
yet been actually visited by any of the colonists. Mark 
had been within a league of it, and Bob had passed quite 
near to it in his voyage to the Peak ; but no one had ever 
positively landed, or made any of those clpse examinations 
of the place, which, besides being of interest in a general 
way, was doubly so lo those who were such near neigh- 
bours to a place of the kind. This visit Mark now de- 
cided to make on bis way to leeward, taking the volcano 
ill his course to Rancocus Island. The rfediHr would lead 
the Neshamony some lifteen or eighteen leagues on one 
side; but there was abundance of time, and the volcano 
ought to be no longer neglected. 

The wind did not blow as fresh as in common, and the 
Neshamony did not draw near to the volcano until late in 
the afternoon of ihe day she sailed. The party approached 
this place with diie caution, and not without a good deal 
of awe. As the lead was used, it was found that the water 
shoaled gradually for several leagues, becoming less and 
less, deep as the boat drew near to the cone, which was 
itself a circniar and very regular mountain, of somp-fftx oy 
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eight- hundred feet m heiglit, witli a foundation of dry rocli 
and l:iva, that mfght have cnntiiiiied a thousand acres. 
Everything seemed solid and jierm.nieni ; and our niariiiers 
were i f opinion there was very iitile danger of this forma- 
tiuti ever diSi^](pearing helow the surface of the sea again, 

J he \i ic mo l)eiiig in activity, some care was necessary 
in hiiding Mark took the Neshamony to windward, and 
t und I curvature in the rocks where it was possihie to get 
ishore without having the boat knocked, to pieces, tie 
and Bob tnen went as near the cone as the falling stones 
i')t''i all'^w, and took i!«i jtoiKi a survey of the place as 
could be done under the circumstances. Thai li.ere nuuIJ 
be soil and plenty of it, sooner or iHter, was plain enough ; 
and that the island might become a scene of fertility .and 
loveJmess in the course of ages, like so many others of 
volcanic origin in that quarter of the world, was probable. 
But that day was distant; and Mark was soon satisfied 
th it the great use of the spot was its being a vent to what 
would otlierwi;-e be the pent and dangerous forces ihat 
were in the course of a constant accumulation beneath. 

The part) had been about an hour cm the island, and 
was about to quit it, when a most stariling discovery was 
made. Bob saw a canoe drawn close in among the rocks 
to leeward, and, on a further esamination, a man was seen 
near it. At first, this was taken as an indication of hosti- 
lities, but, on getting a second look, our mariners were 
satisfied that nothing of that sort was to be seriously ap- 
prehended. It was determined to go nearer to the stranger, 
at once, and learn the whole truth. 

A cry from Peters, followed by his immediately.spring- 
ing forward to meet a second person, who had left the 
canoe, and who was bounding like a young antelope to 
meet him, rendered everything clear sooner even than had 
been anticipated. All supposed that this eager visiter was 
a woman, and no one doubted that it was Peggy, the poor 
fellow's Indian wife. Peggy it proved to he ; ami after the 
weeping, and laughing, and caressing of the meeting were 
a little abated^ the following explanation was made by 
Peters, who spoke the language of his wife with a good 
leal of fjcilily, and who acted as interpreter. 

According to the accounts now given by Peggy, tha 
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waifare between Oorouiij and Waallj haJ been kept up 
with renewed vigour, subssquentl^ lo tlie escape of Jones 
anil her owii hnsbnmi. Furtiiiie had proved lickle, as so 
often happens, and Waally got to be in the ascendant. Uia 
enemy was reduced to great straits, and had been com- 
pelled to confine himself lo one of the smallest islands of 
tiio group, wiiere he was barely able to maintain hit) party, 
by means of the most vigilant watch fulness. This left 
Waally at liberty to pursue his intention of following the 
party of whites, which was known to have gone to the south- 
wurd, with so much valuable property, as well as to extend 
his conquests, by taking possession of the mountain visited 
hy him the year previously. A grand expedition was ac- 
cordingly planned, and a hundred canoes had actually 
■':::\ed from the group, with more than a thousand warriors 
o.-i board, bent on achieving a great exploit. In this expe- 
dition, Unns, the brother of Peggy, had l)een compelled lo 
j'lin, being a warrior of some note, and the sister had come 
aloz^g, in common with some fifty other women; the rank 
if Unna and Peggy not being sufficient to attract attention 
to their proceedings. Waally had postponed this, which he 
intended for the great enterpriseofa'very turbulent life, to 
the most favourable season of the year. There was a 
period of a few weeks every summer, when the trades 
blew much less violently than was usually the case, and 
ivhen, indeed, it was no unusual thing to have shifts of 
wind, as well as light breezes. AH this the Indians per- 
fectly well understood, for ihey were bold navigators, when 
the sizes and qualities of thei"r vessels were considered. 
As it appeared, the voyage from the group to Rnncocus 
Island, a distance of fully a hundred leagues, was etlected 
without any accident, and the wh ile of that fiirmidable 
force was safely landed at the very spot wiiere Belts had 
env.amped on his arrival out with the colonists. Nearly a' 
month had been passed in exploring the mountain, the first 
considerable eminence most of the Indians had ever beheld; 
and ill making their preparations for further proceedings. 
During that time, hundreds had seen Vulcan's Peak, as 
well as the smoke of the volcano, though the reef, with' all 
its islands, lay loo low to be discerned from such a dis- 
tance. The Peak was now the great object lo be attained. 
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for ihere it was uriivcriall)' believ'ed thai Betto (meaning 
Belts) and hia companions had concealed themselves ana 
their much-coveted treasures.- Rancocus Island was well 
enough, and WaiiJIy made all his plana for colonizing il al 
once, but the otherj mid distant mountain, no doubt waa 
the moHt desirable territory to possess, or while nien would 
not have broughf their women so far in order to occupy it. 

As a vniitiL'L ol' ciiurae, Uims iiud Peggy learned ihe 
miture of ihe inlenileil proceedings. The liist might have 
been'eouteiit lo wail for the slower movements of the ex- 
pedition, had she not ascertained that threats of severely 
punishing the two deserters, one of whom was her own 
husband, had been heard to fall from the lips of the dread 
Waally himself. No sooner, therefore, did this faithful In- 
■dian girl become mistress of the intended plan, than khe 
,iave her brolher nto peace until he consented lo put off 
mto the ocean with her, in a canoe she had brought from 
home, and which was her own property. Had not Onus 
been disafTeuted to his new chief, this might not so easily 
have been done, but the young Indian was deadly hostile 
to Waally, and was a secret friend of Ooroony; a state 
of feeling which disposed him to desert the.former, at the 
first good opportunity. 

The two adventurers put off from Rancocus Island just 
at dark, snd paddled in. the direction that they believed 
would carry them to the Peak. It will be remembered 
that the last could not be seen from the ocean, until about 
half the passage between the islands was made, though it 
was plainly apparent from the heights of Rancocus, as al- 
rendy mentioned. .Next mnrning, when day returned, the 
smoke of the volcano was in sight, but no Peak. There 
is little question that the canoe had been set too much to 
the souliiward, and was diagonally receding from iis de- 
sired point of debarkation, instead of approaching it. To- 
wards the smoke, (hius and his sister continued lo paddle, 
and, after thirty-six hours of nearly unremitted labour, they 
succeeded in tFitidin» at the volcano, ignorant of its na- 
ture, awe-struck and trembling, but compelled to seek a 
refuge there, as the lar.d-bird rests its tired wing on ihe 
ship's spars, when driven from the coast by the unexpected 
gale. When discovered, Peggy and her brother were 
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Jilioijl to take & fresh siiirt from their restine-phce, ihe 
Peiik lieiiig visible fiom the volcan.i. 

Miirk auestioned these two friends concerning the con- 
terapiateil movement of Waally, with grem ininiiteiiefis, 
UnsiiB was intelligent for a savage, and appeared to under- 
strmd himself perfectly. He was of opinion that his coun- 
trymen would endeavour to cross, the first calm day, or the 
first dny when llie breeze should be light; and that was just 
the time when our colonists did not desire to meet (he 
He described the psrty as formidable 
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It waa :miisiJi:usiUe to cuiiie lo i.i;u:.' =|-i-l,;j ,;..i ..-M-i. 

Peters was now happy and oonteniec! with his nice lillle 
Peggy, and there was no longer any necessity for pursuing 
the voyage on hia account. As for the project of placing 
the hoga onRancocus, this was certainly not the lime to do 
it, even if it were now to he done at all ; we say ' now,' 
since the visits of the savages would tnake any species of 
property' on that island, from this time henceforth, very in- 
Beciire. Jt was therefore determined to abandon the voyage, 
and to shape their course back to the Pe^ih, with as little 
delay as possible. As there were indications of shell-lish, 
sen-weed, &,c,, being thrown ashore at the Volcano, two 
of the hogs were put ashore there to seek their fortunes. 
A d' g the new plan, the Neahiimony made sail on 

I p saage, about an hour before the sun set. Aa 
w I that strait, the trades blew pretty fresh, and 

h b I h.)ugh it had the canoe of Unus in tow, came 

d h f owning cliffa aome time before the day reap- 

p d By he time the sun rose, the Neshamony was off 

h o which she hastened with tlie least possible 

II 1 3 the governor's apprehension that his sails 
h b n from the canoes of Waally, Icng before the 

1 1 be seen from his boat, and he was glad to get 
I h ver.of his little haven. Once there, the dif- 
r n f were quite concealed from the view of per- 
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was regularly in session, while the men began to colled 
and to look to their arms. Peters and Jones were ordered 
to go down to the magazine, procure cartridges, and then 
proceed to the batteries and load the carrouades. In » 
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word, iirilcrs were given to make all Uie arraiigeraents ne- 
i:i!ssaij- for tlie occasion. 

It wss not long ere a report came down from Bigelow. 
Il was broiiulit by lii= Spanish wife, who had accompanied 
ht.r Itnsband to the Peak, and who cnme running in, half 
hrenlhless, to say that the ocean was covered with canoea 
and CJitaunrans ; a fleet of which was paddling directly for 
the island, being already within three leagues of it. 
Although this intelligence was expected, il certainly caused 
long faces and a deep glrmm to pervade that little com- 
munity. Mark's fears were always for the Reef, where 
there happeiied to be no one just ni that moment but the 
bl:>ck woineu, who were altogether insufficient to defend 
it, under the most favourable circumstances, but who were 
now without a head, There was the hope, however, of the 
Indians not seeing chose "low islands, which they certainly 
could not do as long bs they remained in their canoes. On 
the other hand, there was the danger that some one might 
cross from the Reef in one of the boats, a thing thai was 
done as often as once a week, in which case a chase might 
finsue, nrid ihe canoes be led directly towards the spot that 
it was d bl onceal. Juno could sail a boat as 

well a y m n n g them, and, as is usually the case, 
that wl h h k he could do so well, she was fond of 

doing d he i d now been across for nearly a week. 
Thee I p le ater gave a large mess of milk, ant 
the bu p du d I y her means wasdelicions when eatei 
fre^sh, ! did n t keep quite as well in so warm a climate 
as it might have done in one that was colder, and Didowat 
ever anxious to send it to Miss Bridget, as she' still callet 
iiiir mistress, by every available opportunity. The boat usee 
by liie nogresses on such occasions, was the Dido, a perfect 
ly safe craft in moderate weather, but she was just the dull- 
e.sl sailer of all those owned by the colony. This created 
the additional danger of a capture, in the event of a chase 
Taking all things into consideration therefore, Mark ad 
journed the council to the Peak, a feverish desire to look 
out upon the sea,,causing him to be too uneasy where hi 
was, to remain there in consultation with any comfort tt 
himself. To the Peak, then, everybody repaired, with tht 
pvception of Bigelow, Peters, and Jones, who were now 
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reguhrl J stationed at tile carronades to watch the entrance 
of lliB cnve. ill sajiii:; everybiiily, we iiielade not only 
all the women, hut even flieir chiidren. 

So long as the colonists remained on the plain, tnere was 
not the smallest danger of any one of them being seen from 
the surrounding ocean. This the ivoods, and their great 
elevation, prevented. Nor was there much danger of the 
party in the batteries being seen, though so much lower, 
and necessarily on the side of the cHfF, since a strict order 
had been given to keep out of sight, among the trees, where 
they could see eterything that was going on, without being 
seen themselves. But on the naked Peak it was dilfereni. 
High as it was, a man might be seen from the ocean, if 
moving about, and the observer was tolerably near by. 
Bob had seen Mark, when his attention was dravyn to the 
spot by the report of the hitter's fowling-piece; and the 
governor had often seen Bridget, on the look-out for him, 
as he left (he island, though her flmtering dress probably 
made tier a more conspicuous object than most persons 
would have been. From all this, then, the importance of 
directing the movements of the parly that followed him 
became apparent to Mark, who took his measures accord- 
By the lime the governor reached the Peak, having 
ascended it on its eastern side, so as to keep his person 
concealed; the hostile fleet was plainly to be seen with the 
naked eye. It came on in a tolerably accurate line, or 
lines, abreast ; being three deep, one distant from the other 
about a cable's length. It steered directly for the centre 
of the island, whereas the cove was much nearer to its 
northern Ihan to its southern end ; and the course showed 
that the canoes were coming on at random, having nothing 
in view but the island. 

Bui Mark's eyes were turned with the greatest interest 
to the northward, or in the direction of the Reef As they 
came up the ascent, Bridget had communicated to him the 
fact that she expected Juno over that day, and that it was 
understood she would come quite alone. Bridget was 
ranch opposed to the girl's taking this risk ; but Juno had 
novc done it so often successfully, that nothing short of a 
posi'ive command to the contrary would be likely to stop 
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her. This cainiiiiuid, moat uiifiirluiin;eiy, as Miirk now felt, 
hiiii not been given ; and great wns his concern when Belts 
ili'cliireil iliat liesau' a iviiite spetk to llie northward, which 
looked likti a sail. The glaea was soon levelled in that 
tlirection, aii(! no doubt any longer remained on the sub- 
ject. It was the Dido, steering across from the Reef/dis- 
tant then about ten miles ; and she might be expected to , 
arriv« in about two hours I In other words, judgnig by the 
pri)frfes3 of the canoes, there might be a difference of 
merely half an hour i:r so between the time of the arrival 
of the b[>at and tliat of the canoes. 

This was a very serious matter ; and never before had the 
council a question before it which gave its members so much 
concern, or which so urgently called for action, as this of 
the course that was now to be taken to avert a danger so 
immineJit. Not oniy was Juno's safety involved; but the 
discovery of the cove and -the reef, one or both, was very 
likely to be involved iu the issue, and the existence of the 
wliole colony placed in extreme jeopardy. As the canoes 
were still more than a league from the island, Bob thought 
there was. time to go out with the Bridget, and meet the 
Dido, when both boats conld ply to windward until it was 
dark; after which, they might go into the reef, or come 
into the cove, as circumstances permitted. The governor 
was about to acquiesce in this suggestion, little as he liked 
it, when a new proposition was made, that at first seemed 
ao strange that no one believed it could be put in execu- 
tion, but to which all assented in the end. 

Among the party on the Peak were Unus and Peggy. 
The latter understood a good deal of English, and that 
which she did not comprehend, in the course of ihe dis- 
cussions on this interesting occasion. Bob, who had picked 
up something of the language of her group, explained to 
her, as well as he could. After a time, the girl ran down 
to the ballnry and brought up her husband, through whom 
the proposal was made that, at first, excited so much won- 
der. Peggy had loM Unus wliat was going on, and had 
pointed uni to him the boat of Juno, now sensibly drawing 
nearer to the island, and Unus volunteered to sviiiit out 
and meet the girl, so as to give iier timely warning, aa 
well as instructions how to p 
21* 
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Although Mark, and Heaton, and Bridsrel, \nd all pre- 
aenl imIeeJ, were fully awaie Ihal tlia ualfves of llie Snutli 
Beaa could, and often liid piiss hours in the water, this pro- 
posal struck thein all, at lirst, as so wild, that no one be- 
lieved it could be .iccepEed. KeflectioD, however, did its 
usuhI office, and wrought a change in these opinions. Peters 
assured the giivernor that he had often known Unus to 
swim from island to island in ihe group, and that on tlie 
score of danger to him, there was not the least necnssity 
of feeling any uneasiness. He did not ([uestion the In-, 
dian's power to swim the entire distance to the R^^,^ 
should ii be necessary. 

Another difficulty arose, however, when the first was 
overcome. Unus could speak no English, and how was he 
to Mniniunicate with Juno, even after he had entered her 
boul f The girl, moreover, was both resolute anJ strong, 
as her present expedition sufficiently proved, and would he 
uery apt to knock a nearly naked savage on the head, when 
she saw him attempting to enter her boat. From this 
last opinion, however, Bridget dissented. Juno was kind- 
hearted, and would be more disposed, she tlioiigbt, to pick 
up a man found in the wnter at sea, than to injure him. 
But Juno could read writing, Bridget herself had taught 
her slaves to read and write, and Juno in particular was a 
sort of 'expert,' in her way. She wrote and read half the 
nigger-letters of Bristol, previously to quitting America 
She would now wriie a short note, which would put the 
girl on Ifer guard, and give her confidence in Unus, Juno 
knew the whole history of Peters and Peggy, having taken 
great interest jn the faie of the laller. To own the truth, 
the girl had manifested a very creditable degree of princi- 
ple on the subject, for Jones had tried to persuade his 
friend to take Juno, a nice,_tidy, light-coloured black, to 
wife, anii to forget Peggy, when Juno repelled the attempt 
with spiril and principle. It. is due to Peters, moreover, 
to add lh;ii he was always true to his island bride. But the 
occurrence had made Juno acquainted with the whole his- 
tory of Peggy ; ai:d Bridget, in the few lines she now wrote 
to "the girl, took care to teil her that (he Indian was the 
brother of Peggy. In (hat capacity, he would be almost 
certain of a friendly reception. The rest of the note was 
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merely an outline nf thoir situation, witli an mjuii'ni.!,' u 

No sooner was this imporiant note written, than Uiiua 
hastened down to the cove. He was accompanied by 
Mark, Peters and Peggy ; the former to give his instruc- 
tions, and tlie two latter to act as interpreters. Nor was 
the sister without feeling for the brotlier on the occasion. 
She certainly did not regard his enterprise as it would have 
been looked upon by a civilized woman, but she manifested 
a proper degree of interest in its success. Her parting 
.. jrds to her brother, were advice to keep well to wind- 
ward, in order that, as he got near the boat, he might float 
down upon it with the greater faeility, aided by the waves. 

The young Indian was soon ready. The note was se- 
cured in his hair, and moving gently in the water, he swam 
out of the cove with the ease, if not with the rapidity of a 
fish. Peggy clapped her hands and laughed, and other- 
wise manifested a sort of childish delight, as if pleased 
that one of her race should so early make himself useful 
to the countrymen of her- husband. She and Peters re- 
paired to the battery, which was the proper station of the 
man, while Mark went nimbly up the Stairs, on his way to 
the Peak. And here we might put in a passing word on 
the subject of theSe ascents and descents. The governor 
had now be«n accustomed to them more than a twelvemonth, 
and he found that the effect ihey produced on the muscles 
of his lower limbs was absolntely surprising. He could 
now ascend the Stnirs in half the time he had taken on 
his first trials, and he could carry burthens up and down 
them, that at first he would not have dreamed of attempt- 
ing even to take on his shoulders.' The same was true 
with all the colonists, male and female, who began to run 
nbout the ciiffs like so many goats — chainoif, would be more 
poetical — and who made as light of the Stairs as the go- 
vernor himself. 

When Mark reached the Peak again, he fiiund matters 
drawing near to a crisis. The canoes were within a league 
of the island, coming on steadily in line, and paddling with 
measnred sweeps of their paddles. As yet, ihe sail of 
Juno's lioat had escaped them. This was doubtless owing 
to their lowness in the water, and the distance that slili 
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the Bid of the glass, there was no difficulty in watching his 
smallest movement. With a heady and sinewy stroke of 
his arms, the young savage pursued his way, keeping to 
windward, as instructed by his sister, and making a .pro* 
gress in ihe midst of those rolling billows that was really 
wonderful. The wind was not very fresh, noi- were th6 
seas high; but the restless ocean, even in its slumbers, 
exhibits liie repose of a giant, whose gentlest heavings are 
formidable and to be looked to. In one pnrticuliir, our 
colonists were favoured. Owing to some accidental cir- 
cumstances of position, a current set round the iinrihern 
end of the island, and diffused itself on its western side 
by expanding towards th 1 d e canoes 

from the boat and the co d som h d Juno's 

cbance of escape. 

'I'he meeting betwee U h jk place 

when the latter was with g ^ -As the 

sailing directions were with the 

island rather to windward P k, it of the 

very current just mentioned, it was questionable with Mark 
and Betts whether any in the canoes could now perceive 
the boat, on account of the intervening heights. It was 
pretty certain no one, as yet, had made this important dis- 
covery, for the impetuosity of savages would instantly 
have let the fact be known through their shouts and their 
eagerness to chase.' On the contrary, all remained tran- 
quil in ihe Seet, which continued to approach the land 
with a steady but regulated movement, th^t looked as if a 
secret awe pervaded the savages as they drew nearer and 
nearer to that unknown and mysterious world. To ihem 
the approaching revelations were doubtless of vast import; 
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and ilie aiouie^l lieiitt ymi^uy tliera iniist have etHertained 
some sitcli sensiitions ns were impresse'l on the spirits of 
Ooluiriliua and. his cnnipniiioiis, when thej drew iieur to 
tiie shores of Gii»uaharii. 

In the mean -time, Juno csme confidingly on, shaping 
her course rather more to windward than usual even, on 
account of the lightness of the breeze. This effectually 
picveiitiHi iier seeing or being seen from the canoes; the 
jiiijlies diagonally drawing nearer, in utter ign.iranpe of 
t-ai-h <,hfrs e.visten(ie. As for Uuus, he mn.nmuvrfd qiiiie 
sliilfully. After getting a couple of miles off the land, he 
swam directly to windward; and it was well lie did, the 
course of (he boat barely permitting his getting well on her 
we;iiher-bow, when it was time to think of hoarding. 

Uniis displayed great judgment in this critical part of 
the affair.. So accurately did he measnre distances, that 
he got alongside of the Dido, with his hand on her weather 
gunwale, withoul Juno's having the least idea that he was 
anywhere near her. At one effort he was in the boat ; and 
while the girl was still uttering her scream of alarm, he 
siooii holding out the note, pronouncing the word " Missus" 
iis well as he could. The girl hsd acquired too much 
knowledge of the habits of the South Sea islanders, while 
passing through and sojourning in the different groups she 
had visited, to be overwhelmed with the occurrence. What 
is more, she recognised the young Indian at a glance; 
some passages of gallantry baring actually taken place be- 
tween (hem during the two months Heaton and his party 
remained among OoKMiny's people. To be frank with the 
reader, the first impression of Juno was, th.it the note thus 
tendered to her was a love-letter, (hough its contents in- 
stantly undeceived her. The exclamation and changed 
manner of the girl told Unus that all was right; and he 
went <]uietly to work to take in the sail, as the most effectual 
mcthoit of concealing the presence of the boat from the 
tliiiHsand hostile and searching eyes in the canoes. Tim 



is well.' and descended swiftly from the Peak, to hasten 
lo a point where he could give the necessary atieutions (o 
ilie movements of Waally and his fleet. 
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CHAPTER XVII 



MiCJOLAI. 

So much time had passed in the execution of the plan 
of Uiius, that the canoes were close under the cliffs, when 
the governor and his party reached the wood thai fringed 
their summits, directly over the northern end of their line. 
Even this extremity of their formation was a mile or two 
to leftward of the cove, find all the craft, catamarans in- 
cluded, were drifting still further south, under the influence 
of the current. So long as this state of things continued, 
there was nothing for the colonists to apprehend, since they 
knew landing at any other spot than the eove was out of 
the question. The siriciest orders had been given for 
every one to fceep concealed, a task that was by no means 
diffieull, the whole phin being environed with woods, and 
Its elevation more than a thousand feet above the sea In 
short, nothing but a wanton eiipo'ure of the person, could 
render it possible for one on the water to get a glimpse of 
another on the heights above him 

The fleet of Waally presented an imposing sight Not 
only were hia canoes large, ind wdl filled with men, hut 
they were eirnished with the usmi embellibhrnents of 
savige magnificence Feathers and flags, and symbols cf 
v/ir ind power, were wivmg and floating over the prow 
of most of iliein, while the warriors they contiined uere 
giy in iheir trnppings It was apparent, however, to ihe 
members of the couni^ii, who watched eieiy movement of 
tne fleet with the utmost sigilince, thnt their foes were 
oppres'-ed with doubts concerning the thiriciei of ihe 
pi ice they had itnlured so tar to mm! The amoke of the 
Volcano was visible to them, beyond a doubt, and here 
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This plan wfia carried out just as Wnally had assem- 
bled his chiefs around his own cnnne, whiiher he hud called 
them by an order, to consult im the maimer iti which the 
entire coast of the island onght to be ex.iiiiined, that a 
landing might be effected. The report of the gun came 
quite unexpectedly to all parties; the echi>, which rolJed 
along the cliffa for miles, beiiin; absolutely terrific! Owing 
to the woods and intervening rocks, the natives could see 
iio i-:r.(iki.'. wtiii'h adihid to ihcir surprise, ana was doubl- . 
less o.ri' HMi^^.iL t' .'v i!i I luii. ai lirsl; tompreheiid the Ioul-,' 
cracking, thunaering sounos that, as it might be, rolled 
out towards them from the ii^land, A cry arose that the 
strange roe|is were speaking, and that the Goda of the 
place were angry. This was followed by a general and 
confused Sight; — the canoes, paddling away as if their 
people were apprehensive of being buried beneath the 
tumbling rocks. For half an honr nhthing was seen but 
frarilic efforts lo escape, nothing heard but the dip of the 
paddle and the wash of its rise. 

Thus far the pl^m of the governor had succeeded even 
beyond his expectations. Could he get rid of these savages 
without bloodshed, it would afford him sincere delight, it 
being repugnant to all his feelings to sweep away rows of 
such ignorant men before the murderous fire of his cannon. 
While he and Heaton were congratulating each other on 
the encouraging appearances, a messenger came down from 
the Peak, where Bridget remained on the look-out, to re- 
port that (he boat had drifted in; and was getting close 
under the cliffa, on the northern end of the island, which 
was in fact coming close under the Peak itself. A signal 
to push for the cove had been named to Juno, and Bridget 
desired to know whether it ought to be made, else the boat 
would ■ahoriiy be too near in, to see it. The governor 
Ihought the moment favourable, for tile canoes were.slill 

Saddling in a body away from the spot whence the roar 
ad proceeded, and their course carried them to the south- 
ward and westward, while Un us would approach from the 
northward and eastward. Word was sent, accordingly, lo 
make the signal. 

Bridget no sooner received this order than she showed 
the flag, which was almost immediately answered by 
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Belting the boat's sail. Unus now eviriently look lite <Iire& 
tioii nf matters on boHrd the Dido. It is probable h« np- 
precinled the effect of the gun nnsl its eclio, the first of 
which he Ailly comprehended, tlioiigli the last w^ts its great 
and US awOil a mystery lo him, as to any one of his couii' 
trynien. Nevertheless, he imputed the strange and fearful 
roar of the cliffs to some control of the whiles over the 
power of the hills, and regarded it as a friendly roar, even 
while he trembled. Not so would it be with his country- 
men, did he well know; they would retire before it; and 
the signal being given at that instant, the young Indian 
had no hesitation about the course he ought to tnke. 

Unua understood sailing h boat perfectly well. On set- 
ting his sail, he stood on in, the Dido until he was obliged 
to bear up on account of the cliffs. This brought him so 
close lo the rucks as greaily to diminish the chFincea of 
being seen. Therff both wind and curreni aided his pro- 
gress; the first drawing round the end of the island, the 
coast of which it followed in a sort of eddy, for some time, 
and the htier setting down towards the cove, ivhich was 
less than two miles from the north bluflt In twenty mi- 
nutes after he had made sail, (Jtius was eatering the secret 
little harbour, Waally and his fleet being quite out of sight 
from one as low as the surface of the ocean, still paddling 
away to the sonlh-west, as hard as they could. 

Great was the exultalion of the colonists, at this escape 
of Juno's, It even surpassed their .happiness at the retreat 
of their invaders. If the boat were actually unseen, the 
governor believed the impression was sufficient to keep the 
savages aloof for a long time, if not for ever; since they 
would not foil to ascribe the roar, and the smoke of the 
Tolcano, and all the mysteries of the place, to supernatural 
agencies. If the sail had been seen, however, it was pos- 
sible that, on reflection, their courage might revive, and 
more would be seen of them. Unus was extolled by every- 
body, and seemed perfectly happy. Peggy communicated 
his thoughts, which were every way in favour of hia new 
friends. Waally he detested. He denounced him as a 
ruthless tyrant, and declared he would prefer death to sub- 
mission to his exactions. Juno highly approved of all his 
sentiments, ^nd was soon known as a sworn friend of 
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Peggy's. This iiFitrfid (if tj'riiniiy is- innhie in tiisf., Emu it 
is necessary to tlistiiigui.sli between real opprefsioii and 
tliose restraints which are whiilesnme, if not iiidif^pensHble 
to human happiness. As fur the canoes, they were simn 
out of sight iti the son th- western hiiaril, running off, under 
tlieir sails, befcire the wind. Wanlly, himseif, was (oo 
Btroiig-minded and resolute, to be as much overcome by 
the echo, as his companions ; liul, so profound and general 
was the awe excited, that he did not ihink it advisahle to 
persevere in his projects, at a moment so discouraging. 
Acquiescing in the wishes of all around him, the expedi- 
tion drew off from ihe island, making the best of its way 
back to the place from which it had last sailed. All titese 
circumstances became known to the cohmists, in the end, 
as well as the reasoning and the more minute incidents 
that influenced the future movements. For the time be- 
ing, however, Woolsion and his frieni^s were left (o their 
own conjectures on the Subject; which, however, were not 
greatly out of the way." It was an hour after Juno and 
llnus were safe up on the plain, before the look-outs at the 
Peak finally lost sight of the fleet, which, when last seen, 
was steering a course that would carry it between the 
volcano and Rancocus Island, and might involve it in se- 
rious diflicullies in the succeeding night. There was no 
land in sight from the highest points on Rancocus Island, 
nor any indications of land, in a south-westerly direction; 
and, did the canoes run past the latter, the imminent dan- 
ger of a general catastrophe would be the consequence. 
Once at sea, under an uncertainty as to the course to be 
steered, the situation of those belonging to tlie expedition 
would be painful, indeed, nor could the results be foreseen. 
Waaly, nevertheless, escaped the danger. Edging off to 
keep al^of from the mysterious smoke, which troubled his 
followers almost as much aa the mysterious echoes, the 
pnriy, most fortunately for themselves, got a distant view 
of the mountains for which they were running, and altered 
their course ip sufficient time to reach iheir place of desti- 
nation, i.y the return of light the succeeding morning. 

All thoughts of the expedition to Rancocus Island were 
temporarily abandoned by the governor and his council. 
Mark was greatly disappointed, nor did bis regrets ceas«' 
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wilh disappoiutmeiU only. ShouM Wanlly leave a portion 
of his people on that island, a collision must occur, sooiier 
or later ; there being a moral impossibility of the two colo- 
nies continuing friends while so near each other. The 
nature of an echo would be ascertained, before many 
months, among the hills of Rancocus Island, and when thai 
came to be understood, there was an end of the sacred 
character that the recent events had conferred on the 
Peak. Any straggling vagabond, or runaway from a ship, 
might purchase a present imporiance by explaining things, 
and induce the savages to renew their efforts. In a word, 
there was the moral certainty that hostilities must be re- 
newed ere many months, did Waally remain so near Ihem, 
and the question now seriously arose, whether it were bet^ 
ter to press the advantage already obtained, and drive bim 
back to hia group, or to remain veiled behind the sort of 
mystery that at present enshrouded them. These points 
were gravely debated, and became subjects of as great 
interest among the colonists, as ever banks, or abolition- 
ism, or anlimasonry, or free-trade, or any other of the 
crotchets of the day, could' possibly be in America Many 
were the councils tha w co d 

tant point of policy, i h ra 

ters of moment, was d d d m 
stances, than by' any d d 

The weakness of the h d g 

ence, disposed of ll gg w 

Waaliy was too strong d by d m , 

and all the suggestions of prudence were in favour of re- 
maining quiet, until the Friend Abraham White could, at 
least, he made available in the contest. Supported by that 
vessel, indeed, matters would be changed; and Mark 
thought it would be in his power to drive in Waally, and 
even to depose him and place Ooroony at the head of the 
natives once more. To finish and launch the schooner, 
therefore, was now the first great object, and, after a week 
of indecision and consultations, it was determined to set 
about thai duty with vigour". 

It will be easily seen, that the getting of the Abraham 
into [he water was an affair of a good deal of delicacy, 
u/ider the circumstances. The strait between ihe Pejtk 
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end Cape South was ttiirty miles wide, and it was tvventj 
miitQ U> ilie craier. Thus the party at work on the vessel 
woaid he fully fifty miles from the main ahodea of the 
colony, and thrown quite out of the aff.iir should aiiotlier 
invasion be nitempted. As for hriiiging the Neshamoiiy, 
the Did , the Bridget, and (he lighter, into the combat, 
everybody was of opinion it would be risking loo much. 
It is true, one of the swivels was mounted on the former, 
and miglil be of service, but the natives had got to be too 
familiar with fire-arms lo render it prudent to rely on 
the potency of a single awivel. in a conflict against a 
force so numerous, and one led by a spirit as determined 
as thai of Waally's was known to be. All idea of fighting 
at sea, therefore, until the schooner was launched, was out 
of the question, and every energy was turned to effect the 
latter most important object. A separation nf [he forces of 
the colony wos inevitable, in the meanwhile; and reliance 
must he placed on the protection of Providence, for keep- 
ing the enemy aloof until the vessel was ready for active 

The labour requiring as much physical force as could 
be mustered, the arrangement was settled in council and 
approved by the governor, on the following plan, viz. : — 
Mark WHS to proceed to the Reef with all the men that 
could be spared, and a portion of the females. It was not 
deemed safe, however, to leave the Peak with less than 
three defenders, Heaton, Peters and Uiius being chosen 
for that important alatinn; the former commanding, of 
Eoutae. Mark, Beds,- Bigelow, Socrates, and Jones, 
formed the parly for the Reef, to which were attached 
Srrdget, Martha, Teresa, and the blacks, Bigelow went 
icross, indeed, a day or two before the main party sailed, 
111 order to look after Dido, and to get his work forward 
is fast as possible. When all was ready, and th»t was 
when ten days had gone by after the retreat of Waally, 
without bringing any further tidings from him, the gover- 
nor sailed in the Neshamoiiy, having the Bridget and the 
lighter in company, leaving the Dido for the convenience 
)f Heaton and his set. Signals were agreed on, though 
ihe distance was so great as to render them of little use, 
unless n boat were mid-channel, A very simple nnd in- 
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geiii™i3 expedient, nevertheless, was suggested by Mark, 
in connection with this matter. A single tree grew so near 
the Peak as to be <i l^on^picuou3 object from the ocean ; ii 
was not large, though it could be seen at a great distiincc, 
more particularly in the <lirectioii of the Reef. 'I'he go- 
vftfiior iutimated fta intention to send a boat daily far 
enough out iiito the strait to ascertain whether this tree 
were, or were not standing ; and Heatoii was instructed to 
have it felled as soon as he had thoroughly ascertained 
that Waally was abroad again with hostile inlenliona. 
Other signals were also agreed on, in order to regulate 
the movements of the boats, in the event of their being 
called back to the Peak to repel an invasion. 

With the foregoing arrangemeota completed and tho- 
roughly understood, the governor set sail for the Reef, ac- 
companied by his little siinadron. It was an exquisitely 
beanlifiil day, one in wiiich all the witchery of the climate 
developed itself, soothing the nerves and animating the 
spirits. Bridget had iost most of her appri-heiisions of the 
natives, and could laugh with her husband and play with 
her child almost as freely as before the late events. Every- 
body d d w h h } ts he launching of the 
schoo bggdd hglat would give them 
compi d f 1 dj 3. 

Ttpssg h fhbze blowing, and four 

hou f <] g h I ff I N shamony was under 
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rock ! h h d II d f m the depths of the 
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of I A m f d which rested on a- 

s'lri f m f d ii ! er the eruption, had 

now h If p g f i bogs for more than 

a t" I h rh h g I p csent time exceeded 

5fty t II g d h e twice that number 

of 2 I I 1 Tl 1 vork thev had done 

on Ih P d bl N 1 ss than hundreda of 

arre hdhy d m g|- sea-woed with the 

niiid d f a I h I o soil. The rains 

bad b d w V 1 I d it into manure, w 
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well as contributing to the more r-^pitl deciy of tlie vege- 
table substances. In that cliraaip the ch mgea are vety 
rapid, and Mark saw that anotlier jear or two would con- 
vert the whole of that vast range, which had been formerly 
computed at a surface of a thonsiiid acres, into very re- 
spectable pastures, if not into nieidow; Oi meadows, 
however, there was very I itle necessity in that laiitude; 
the eternal summer that retgned furnishing pasturage the 
year round. The necessiry grasses might be wanting to 
seed down so large a surface, but those n hich Socrates 
bad put in were well-rooted, and it w is pretty certain they 
would, sooner or later, ipreid ihemsehes over the whole 
field. In defiance of the hogi, and iheir increasing in- 
roads, large patches were already green and flourishing. 
What is more, young trees were beginning to show them- 
selves along the margin of the channels. Heaton had 
brought over from Eetto's group several large panniers 
made of green willows, and these Socrates had cut into 
strips, and thrust into the mud. Almost without an excep- 
tion they had struck out roots, and never ceasing, day or 
night, to grow, they were already mostly of the height ofa 
man. Four or five years would convert them into so many 
beautiful, if not very useful trees. 

Nor was this all, Heaton, under the influence of his 
habits, had studied the natures of the different trees he had 
met ivith on the other islands. The cocoa-nut, in particu- 
lar, abounded in both groups, and finding it was a tree that 
much affected low land and salt water, he had taken care 
to set out various samples of his roots and fruits, on cer- 
tain detached islets near this channel, where the soil and 
situation induced him to believe they would flourish. Sea 
sand he was of opinion was the most favourable for the 
rroivth of this tree, and he ■had chosen the sites of his 
plantations with a view to those advantages. On the Peak 
cocoa-nuts were to be Ibund, but they were neither very 
line, nor in very large quantities. So long as Mark had 
that island to himself, the present supply would more than 
equal the demand, but with the increase of the colony a 
greater number of the trees wooild become very desirab'e. 
Five or six years would be needed to produce the fruit- 
bearing tree, and the governor was pleased to find that the 
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growth of one of those years had been already secured. 
Jn ihe case of those he iind himself planted, in and on the 
crater, near three yeara had contributed to theif growth, 
and neither the Guano nor Loam Island having been for- 
go'ieii, many of them were now thirty feet high. As he 
approached the crater, on that occasion, he looked at those 
promising fruits of his early and provident care for the 
future With great satisfaction , for seldom was the labour 
of m:in better reward, d. Mark well knew the value of 
this tree, which was of use in a variety of ways, in addi- 
tion to the delicious and healthful fruit it bears; delicious 
and healthful when eaten shortly after it is separated frora 
the tree. The ivood of the kernei could he polished, and 
converted into bowls, that were ornamental as well as use- 
ful Thp husks made a cipital cordage, and a very re- 
spectable sail-cloth, being a good substitute for hemp, 
ihouch hemp, itaelf, was a pi mt that might be grown cn^ 
the prairies to an almost illimitable extent. The leaves 
were excellent foi th itching, as well ns for making brooms, 
mats, hnriimncks, baskets and i variety of euch articles, 
while the tiunks could be converted into canoes, gutters, 
and timber generally. There was also one other expensive 
use of this tree, which the governor had learned from Hea- 
toH. While Bridget was slill confined to the ship, after 
the birlh of her daughter, Mark had brought her a dish 
of greens, which she pronounced (he most delicious of any 
thing in its way she had ever lasted. It was composed of 
the young and delicate leaves of the new growth, or oftlie 
summit of the cocoa-nut tree, somewhat resembling the 
artichoke in their forEiiation, though still more exqnisile in 
tiiste. But the tree from which (his treat was obtained 
died, — a penEilty that must ever be paid to partake of that 
dish. As soon as Bridget learned (his, she forbade the 
cutting of any more for her use, at least. All (he boats 
got into port in good season, and the Reef once more be- 
came a scene of life and activity. The schooner was soon 
completed, and it only remained (O put her into the water. 
This work was iilready commenced by Bigelow, and the 
governor directed everybody to lend a hand in efieoling 
so desiiable an object. Bigelow had all his materials 
ready, and so pergeveringly did our colonists work, that 
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the schooner was iill ready to be put into (he water on the 
eveniiiir of the secnnri (lay. Tli'e lannRb was rfeferrerf only to 
b^ive the benefit of dayligiit. Tliat afternoon Mark, accom- 
panied by bis wife, bad gone in the Bridget, his favourite 
bout, (o look for the signal tree. He wejit some distance 
iiitn the strnit, ere lie was near nnnngh to get a sight of 
it even with the glass; when lie did procnre n view, there 
it was precisely as he bad lust seen it. Pmtiiig the helm 
of the bofli up, the instant be was assured of his fact, ibo 
governor wore short round, making the best of his way 
back to the crater, again. The distiinces, it will be re- 
membered, were considerable, and it required time lo 
make the passage. The sun was selling ds Mark was run- 
ning along the channel to the Reef, the young man point- 
ing out to his charming wife the growih of the trees, the 
tints of the evening sky, the drove of bogs, ibe extent of 
bis new meadows, and such other objects as would be 
likely to interest both, in the midst of such a scene. The 
boat rnuiided a point where a portion of the bogs bad been 
sleeping, and as it came sweeping up, the aniinais rose in 
n body, snuffed the air, and began scampering off in th( 
wny conformable to their habiLi, Mark laughing and point 
ing with bis lingers to draw Bridget's attention to their 

" T/tcre are more of the creatures," said Brjdget ; 
"yonder, on the further side of the prairie — I dare say 
the two parlies will join each other, and have a famous 
scamper, in company." 

"More!" ech<ied Mark; "that can hardly be, as we 
passed some thirty of them several miles to the soiiibward. 
— What is it you see, dearest, that yon mistake for hogs?" 

" Whv, yonder — more than a mile from us; on the rppo- 
sife side of the prairie and near the water, in the olhet 
chamiel." 

" The other is not a channel a( all ; it is a mere bay that 
leads to nothing ; so none of our boats o'r people can be 
there. The savages, as I am your husband, Bridget!" 

Sure enough, the objects which Bridget had mistaken 
for mere hogs, were in truth the heads and shoulders of 
some twenty Indians who were observing the movements of 
the boat from positions laken on the other side of the plain, 
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This was a most grave discovery. The governor h.id 
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as much skill and decision as Mark directed (hose df theii 
husbaridii. 

The hnal dtd not reach the Reef unlil dusk, or for an 
!i.mr after the savages had been seen. The col.inists had 
just left their work, and the evening being cool and refresh- 
ing after H warm summer's day, they were taking ibeir 
BLippers under a tent or awning, at no great distance from 
the ship-yard, when the governor joined them. This tent, 
or awning, had been erected for such purposes, and liad 
several advantages to recommend it. It stood ijoite near 
the bench of the spring, and cool fresh water was always 
al band. It bad a carpet of velvet-like grass, too, a rare 
thing for the Reef, on ihe outside of the crater. But, there 
were cavities on its surface, in which foreign substances 
had collected, and this was one of them. Sea-weed, loam, 
dead fish, and rain-water had made a thin soil on about an 
acre of rocks at this spot, and the rain constantly assisting 
vegetation, the grass-seed had taken root tliere, and this 
being its second season, Betts had found the sward already 
sufficient for his purposes, and caused an awning to be 
spread, converting the grass into a carpet. There might 
now have been a dozen similar places on the reef, so many 
oases in its desert, vvhere soil liad formed and grass was 
growing. No one doubled that, in time and with care, 
those then living might see most of those naked rocks 
clothed with verdure, for the progress of vegetation in such 
a climate, favoured by those accidental causes which 
seemed to prevent that p^articular region from ever suffer- 
ing by droughts, is almost magical, and might convert f. 
wilderness into a garden in the course of a very few years. 

Mark did not disturb the happy security in which he 
found his people by any unnecessary announcement of 
danger. On the contrary, he spoke cheerfully, compli- 
mented them on the advanced state of their work, and took 
an occasion to get Betts aside, when he first communicated 
the a(l-imporiant discovery he had made. Bob was dum- 
founded at first ; for, like the governor himself, he had be- 
lieved the Reef to be one of the secret spots of (he earth, 
and had never anticipated an invasion in thai (juarter. 
Recovering himself, however, be was soon in a slate of 
mind to (wnsult intellie'ently and freely. 
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"Then we're to expect the reptyles to-night?" said 
JJetts, as scion as he had regained his voice. 

"I think no!," answered Maik. . "The canoes I saw 
were in the r<ilse channel, and cannot possihjy rench u:i 
with.ut returning to- the western margin of the rocks and 
enJering one of the true passages. 1-rather think this can- 
not be d^ilne befi>re morning. Dajlight, indeed, maybe 
absolutely necessary to them ; and as the night promises to 
be dark, it is not ea$y to see how strangers can find their 
way to us, among the maze of passages they must meet. 
By land, they cannot get here from any of the islands on 
the western side of the group; and even if landed on the 
central island, there is only one route, and that a crooked 
one, which will bring them here without the iissistance of 
their canoes. We are reasonably well foriified. Betia, 
through natural agencies, on that side; and t do not appre- 
hend seeing anything more of the fellows until morning." 

" What a misfnrtin 'tis thafthej should ever have disco- 
vered the Reef!" 

" It certainly is ; and it is one, I confess, I had not ex- 
pected. But we must take things as they are, Beti.«, and 
do otir duty. Providence — (hat all-seeing Power, wliich 
spared you and me when so many of our shi^mat«s were 
called away with short notice — Providence iiiay ntili be 
pleased to look on us with favour." 

" That puts me in mind, Mr. Mark, of telling you some- 
thing that I have lately I'arn'd from Jones, who was about 
a good deal among the savages, since his friend's marriage 
with Peggy, and before be made his escape to join us. 
Jones says that, as near as he can find out, abgut three 
years ago, a ship's launch came into Betlo's Land, as we 
call it — Waally's Corinlry, however, is meant ; and that is 
a part of the group I never ventured into, seeing that my 
partic'lar friend, Ooroony, and Waally, was always at dag- 
gers drawn — but a ship's launch came in there, about three 
years since, with seven living men in it. Jones could never 
get a sight of any of the men, for Waally is said to have 
kept them all hard at work for himself; but he got tole- 
rable accounts of thera, as well as of the boat in which 
they arrived." 

" Surely, Bob, jou do not suppose that launch to have 
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bpfii ours, iLiU tho'-e mm to have beKri a part of oar old 
crew'" eKchinied Meirk, wilh'a tumult of feeling lie hiid 
not experienced sine he had reason to think that Bridget 
wna rtbout to he restored to him. 

" Indeed, but I do, sir The savages told Jones that the 
boFit hid a bird p.imted in its starn-sheets; and that was 
the cise with our Iduiicb, Mr Mark, which was ornament- 
ed with a spread-eigle i" that very spot. Then, one of the 
men » is said to liave a red mark on his face ; and you may 
rememlier, sir, thdt Bdl Biown had a iiat'ral brand of that 
son Jones only mentioned the thing this ariernoon, as 
we WIS at work together, and 1 detarniined to let you 
know all ibout it, at the farit occasion. Depend on it, Mr. 
Wool&ton, some of our chaps is still living." 

This unexpected uitelhgence momentarily drove the 
recolleciioii of the present danger from the governor's 
mind He sent for Jones, and questioned hiii'i closely 
touching the particuhrs nf his information; the answers 
he received certainly going far towards corroborating 
Betts'** idea of tjie character oftiie unknown men. Jones 
WHS never ahli, eseu to get on the island where these men 
were said to be ; but he had received frequent descriptions 
of their ages, appearances, numbers, Si,a. It was also 
reported by those who had seen them, that several of tl>e 
party had died of hunger before the boat, reiiehed the 
group; and that only about half of those who had origi- 
nally taken to the boat, which belonged to a ship that had 
been wrecked, lived to get ashore. The man with a mark 
on his face was represented as being very expert with tools, 
and was employed by Waally to build liim a canoe that 
would live out in the gales of the ocean. This agreed per- 
fectly with the trade and appearance of Brown, who had 
been the Rancocus's carpenter, and had the sort of mark 
GO particularly described. 

The lime, the boat, the incidents of the wreck, meagre 
as the last were, as derived through the information of 
Jones, imd all ihe other f^icts Mark could glean in n close 
.examination of the man's statements, went lo confirm ihe 
impression that a portion of those who had been carried to 
leeward in the Rancocus's launch, had escaped with their 
lives, and were at that moment prisoners in the power of 
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(he very savage chief who now threatened his colony iviih 
destruction. 

But the emergency dirl not admit «f any protracted in- 

relieve their old shipmates from a fate sd miserable. Cir- 
cumstances recjiiired thai the governor should now give his 
ailention to the important concerns immediately before 



CHAPTER XVIII. 



WltMON, 

When the governor had communicnted to his people 
that the savages were acttialty among the islands of their 
own group, Homethiiig very like a panic came over them. 
A few minutes, however, sufficed to restore a proper de- 
gree of confidence, when the arrangements necessaty to 
their immediate security were entered into. As some at- 
tention had previously been bestowed on the fortifications 
of the crater, that place was Justly deemed the citadel of 
the Reef. Some thought the ship would be the most 
easily defended, on account of the size of the crater, and 
because it h»d a natural ditch around it, but so much pro- 
perty was .accuniointed in and around the crater that it 
could not be abandoned without a loss to which the go- 
vernor had no idea of submitting. The gate of (he crater 
was nothing in the way of defence, it is true; but one of 
the carronades had been planted so ns to command it, and 
this was thought sufficient for repelling nil ordinary as- 
saults. It bits been said, alre^iiiy, that the outer wall of 
the crater was pfcrpendiciiUir at its base, must probably 
owing to the waves of the ocean in that remote period 
22 
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when the whole Heef was washed by them in every gale 
of wind. This perpendicular purtion of the rock, moreover, 
was mnch harder than the ordinary surface of the SumiYiit, 
owing in all probability to the same cause. It was even 
polished in appearance, and in genera! was some eighteen 
or twenty feet in height, with the exception of the two or 
three places, by one of which Mark and Bells had clam- 
i.iered up on their first visit to the Summit, 'i'hese places, 
always small, and barely sufficient to allow of a man's find- 
ing fooling on them, had long been picked away, in order 
to prevent the inroads of Kiily, and when the men had 
turned their attention lo rendering the place secure against, 
a sudden inroad, ihey being the only points where an ene- 
my could get up, without resorting to ladders or artificial 
assistance, bad, by means of additional labour, been ren- 
dered as secure as all the rest of the 'outer wall,' as the 
base of the crater was usually termed among them. It was 
true, that civilized assailants, who had the ordinary means 
at command, would soon have mastered this obstacle; but 
savages would not be likely to come prepared to meet it. 
The schooner, with her cradle and ways, had required all 
the loose limber, to the last slick, and ihe enemy was not 
likely to procure any supplies from the ship-yard. Two 
of the carronades were on the Summit, judiciously planted ; 
two were on board the Abraham, as was one of the long 
sixes, and the remainder of the guns, (three at the rock 
excepted) were still on board the ship. 

Mark divided his forces for the night. As Bridget ha- 
bitually lived in the Rancocus' cabins, he did not derange 
her household at all, but merely slrenglhened her crew, by 
placing Bigelow and Socrates on board her; each with his 
family; while Betts assumed the command of the crater, 
having for his companion Jones. These were small garri- 
sons ; hut the fortresses were strong, considering all the 
circumstances, and the enemy were uncivilized, knowing 
but litlle of fire-arms. By nine o'clock everything was 
arrangi.'d, and most of the women and children were on 
their beds, though no one there undressed that night. 

Mark and Betts met, by agreement, alongside of the 
HchooFier, as soon as their respective duties elspwhere 
would allow. As the Reef, proper, was an island, they 
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Knew no enemy could find his way on it without corning 
bv water, or by passing over the narrow bridge which has 
already been mentioned as criwsing the little strait near 
the spring. This rendered them tolerably easy for the 
tni>meni, tliough Mark had assured his com|>anion it was 
not possible for the canoes lo get to the Reef nnder several 
hours. Neither of the men could sleep, however, and they 
thought it as well to be on the look-nut, and in company, 
as to be' tossing about in their berths, or hammocks, by 
tiieinaelves. The conversation turned on their prospects, 
almiKsE as a matter of course. 

" We are somewhat short-handed, sir, to go to quarters 
ag'in them vagabonds," observed Betts, in reply to some 
remark of the governor's. "I counted a hundred and 
three of their craft when they was off (he Peak the other 
day, and not one on 'etii all had less than four hands aboard 
It, while the biggest must have had fifty. All told, I do 
think, Mr, Mark, they might muster from twelve to fifteen 
hundred fighting men." 

"That lias been about my estimate of their force. Bob; 
but, if thpy were fifteen thousand, we must bring them to 
action, for we fight for everything." 

"Ay, ay, sir," answered Betts.ejecting the tofeacco juice 
in the customary way, " there's reason in roasted egg.'j. they 
say, and there's reason in firing a few broadsides afore a 
body gives up. What a different place this here rock'sgot 
to be, sir, from what it was when you and I was floating 
sea-weed and rafting loam to it, to make a melon or a cu- 
cumber bed! Times is chancred, sir, and we're now at 
war. Then it was ail peace and quiet; and now it's all 
hubbub and disturbance." 

" We have got our wives here now, and that I think 
you'll aamit is something. Bob, when you remember the 
pains taken by yourself to bring so great a happiness 

" ^I'J'j yes, sir — I'll allow the wives is something — " 
"Ship ahoy!" hailed a voice in good English, and iii 

(he most approved seaman-likfe tones of the voice. 

The hail came from the margin of the island nearest to 

the Reef, or that which was coiineoled with the latter bv 
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means of the bridge, but not from a point tery near the 
latter. 

"In the name of heavenly marcj!" exclaimed Bctts, 
" wiiHl can ihiit mean, governor '" 

"I know that voi.e," said M irk, linrriedly : " and the 
whiiie niatier begins to clcir up to me. Who hails the 



" Is that ship the Rancocu^, then t" answered the voice 
from the island. 

" The Rancocus, and no other — are you not Bill Brown, 
her late carpenter?" 

"The very same, God bless you, Mr. Woolston, for I 
now know ^our voice, too. I'm Bill, and -right down glad 
urn I to have things lurn out so. I half suspected the truth 
when I saw a ship's spars this arternoori in Ihii* place, 
though little did I ihink, yesterday, of ever seeing anything 
more of the old 'Cocus. Can you give me a cast across 
this hit of a ferry, sir?" 

"Are y6u alone, Bill— or who have you for companions ?" 

"'liiere's two on ns, air, only-^Jim Waitles aLid -I — 
seven on ns was saved in the launch ; Mr. Hillson and the 
supercargo hath dying afore we reached the land, as did 
the other man, we seven still liviog, though only two on us 

"Are there any black fellows with you? — Any of the 
natives !" 

" Not one, sir. We gave 'em the slip two hours ago, or 
as soon as we saw ihe ship's masts, being bent on getting 
afloat in some craft or other, iii preference lo stopping with 
savages any longer. No, Mr. Woolston; no fear of them 
to-night, for they are miles and miles to leeward, bothered 
in the channels, where they'll be pretty sartain to pass the 
night; though you'll hear from 'em in the morning. Jim 
and I took to our land tacks, meeting with a good oppor- 
tunity, and by running directly in the wind's eye, have 
come out here. We hid ourselves till the canoes was out 
of sight, and then we carried sail as hard as we could. So 
give IIS a cast and take us aboard the old ship ngnin, Mr, 
W oolston, if yoii loue a fellow-creatur', and an old ship- 
Such was the singular dialogue which succeeded the. 
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parly nearly as much move time, these sailors, who heard 
i)f such visitors, could never get access to them. 'J'his 
wa» partly owing to tlie hostilities belwe*!!! the two cliicis 
— Ooroimy being then in tine ascernlant — and psrily owing 
to the special projects of Wnally, who, by keeping bis pri- 
soiiers busily eniplnyetl on his fleei, looked forward to the 
success whicb, in fact, crowned his efforts against his 

At length Waally undertook the expediiion which had 
appeared in such force beneath the cliffs of ihe Peak. By 
this time, Brown had become so great a favourite, that he 
was permitted to accompany the chief; and Wattles was 
brought along as a companion for his shipmate. The re- 
maining five were left behind, to complete a crail on which 
tliey had now been long employed, and which was intended 
to be the invincible war-canoe of those regions. Brown 
and Wattles had been in Waally's own canoe when (he ter- 
rible echoes so much abrmed the uninstructed beings who 
heard it. They described them as much the most im- 
posing echoes they had ever heiird^ nor did ihey, at first, 
know what to hiake of them, themselves. It was only on 
reflection, and after the retreat to Rancocns Island, that 
Brown, by reasoning on the subject, came to the concilia 
sionlhal the whites, who were suppiised to be in possession 
of the place, had fired a gun, which had produced the 
astounding uproar that had rattled so far along the clifil 
As all Brown's sympathies were with the unknown people 
of his own colour, he kept his conjectures to himself, and 
managed to lead Waally in a different direction, by cer- 
tain iwnclusions of his own touching the situation of the 
reef wbi-re the Rancocus had be' n lost. 

Bill Brown was an intelligent man for bis st^ilion and 
pursiiitH. He-knew the courses steered by the launch, and 
had some tolerably accurate notions of the distances run. 
According to his calculations, ihat reef could nol be very 
far to the northward of the Peak, and, by ascendinjr the' 
p- nifta.is on Rancocus Island, he either saw, or fancied 
he s w, the looming of land in that part of the ocean. It 
then occurred to Brown that portions of the wreck might 
Still be found on (lie reef, and become the means of elll'ct. 
ing Ins escape from the hands of his tyrants. Waallj 
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It was something lo men whiwe former dormins were 'jo 
much cirouinscribed and girded hy the ocean, to find even 
a found ition for a new empire Brown wts now consulted 
d» to every 'lep lo be taken, nnd hia advice was tmphciiiy 
f ilowed Columbus was scarcely i greiter man, for the 
time bemg, nt the couri of Ferdinnnd and Isibella, than 
Bill Brown inimediaiely became at the ooiirt <if Waally 
His words were received as prophecies, hia opinions as 

Honest Bill, who inticipited no more from hi" diTove- 
nes than the acquisition oi (■erliin portions of wood, iron, 
and coppei, with, perhips, the aiidiiinn ot a little ngging, 
certain ".ailb and in nnchor or two, acted it first, for the 
best interests ot his m isler He Ipd the fleet iloiig the 
margin of the group until a conienient harbour wis found 
Into this all the cinoes entered, and a sandy beach sup- 
plying fresh water in ahiiiid inop hai ing been found, an en- 
ntipiiieiit was made for the night Seieral houii of <hy- 
li^ht remrfiniiiff, howe^er, when these gre-it preliminiry 
^tpps had been tiken Brown proposed loWiilly an et- 
plnrmg expedition in a couple ot the handiest of the canoes 
J'he people thus employed were those who had given the 
alarm to the governor. On that occasion, not only was the 
boat seen, but the explorers were near enough to the reef, 
to discover not only the crater, but the spars of the ship. 
Here, then, was a discovery scarcely less important than 
'Jilt of tlie group itself! After reasoning on the facts, 
Waally came to the conclusion that these, after all, wera 
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3 that Heaton and his party had come to seek, 
and that here he ahnidd find thoat; cows which he had onca 
seen, and which he coveted mure than any oiher riches on 
earth. Ooroouy had been weak enough to allow strangers 
in possession of things so valuable, to pass through kis 
islands; but Ac, Wanily, was not the man to imita.te this 
lollj'. Brown, too, hegan to think that the white men 
siiiight were to be found here. .That whites were in the 
group was plain enough by tlie ship, and he supposed they 
might be fishing for the pearl-oyster, or gathering b&he-le- 
mar for the CanKin market. It was just possible that a 
colony had established itself in this unfrequented place, and 
that the parly of which lie had heard so much, had come 
hither with their stores and herds. Not the smallest suspi- 
cion at first crossed his mind that he there beheld the spars 
of the Rancocus; but, it was enough for him and Wattles 
that Christian men were there, and that, in all probability, 
tliey were men of the Anglo-Saxon race. No sooner was 
it ascertained that the explorers were in a false chnnnel, 
and that ii would not be in their power to penetrate farther 
in their canoes, than our two seamen determined to run, 
•and attach themselves to the strangers. They naturally 
thought that they should iind a vessel armed and manned, 
and ready to stand out to sea as soon as her officers were 
apprized of the danger that threatened them, and did not 
hesitate about joining their fortune with hers, in preference 
to remaining with Waatly any longer. Freedom possesses 
a charm for which no other advantage can compensate, and 
those two old sea-dogs, who had worked like horses all their 
lives, in their original calling, preferred returning to the 
ancient drudgery rather than live with Waally, it) the rude 
abundaiice of savage chiefs. The escape was easily enough 
made, na soon. as it was dark, Brown and Wattles being on 
shore most of the time, under the pretence that it was ne- 
cessirv, in order ih'it they might asceiiain the character 
of these unknown colonisls by signs nnderstood best by 

Such is a brief outline of the explanations that the two 
recovered seamen made to their former officer. In reiiirn, 
the governor as briefly related to them the manner in which 
the ship had been saved, and the history of the colony down 
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to that moment. When both tales harf been fold, a consul- 
tation on tlie subject of future procoedinga took place, quite 
as a matter of course. Browu, and his companion, though 
deligliied to meet their old ship mates, were greatly disap- 
pointed in not finding a sea-goiiig vessel ready to receive 
them 1 hey did not scruple to sny that had they known 
the ictual state of things on the Reef, they would not hive 
lett the savages, but trusted to being of more service e*eii 
to their natural friends, by continuing with Waaliy, in their 
former relation, than by taking the step they had Re- 
pentance, or regret»i, however, came too hte , and noii 
ihey were fairly in for it, neither etpressed any other de- 
lermimtion than lo stand by (he seruce into which they 
hid just enteied, honestly, it not quite as gladly as they 
had anticip-iled 

The governor and Belts both saw thit Brox\n and Wat- 
tles entert lined a high respect tor the inditary prowess of 
the Indian chief. They pronounced him to be not only a 
bold, but an adroit warrior; one, full of 'resources and in- 
genuity, when his means were taken into the account. 
The number of men with him, however, Brown assured 
Mark, waa less than nine hundred, ineteaii of exceeding a 
thousand, as had been supposed from the count made on 
the cliffs. As it now was explained, a great many women 
were in the canoes. Waally, moreover, was not altogether 
without fire-arms. He was masier of a dozen old, imper- 
fect muskets, and what was more, he had a four-pound 
gun. Ainmunition, hoivever, was very scarce, and of shct 
fjr his gun he had but three. Each of these shot had been 
fired several times, in his wars with Ooroony, and days 
had been spent in hunting them up, atVer ihey had done 
their xvork, and of replacing them in the chief's magazine. 
Brown could not say that they had done much mischief, 
having, in every instance, being fired at long distances, 
and with a very uncertain aim. The business of sightin" 
guns was not very well understood by the great mass o? 
Christians, half a century since; and il is not at all sur- 
prising that savages should know little or nothing about it 
Waally's gunners, according to Brown's account of the 
Matter, cnuld never be made to understand that the bore 
of a gun wag not exactly parallel to its exterior, surface. 
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nnd they invariably aimed Ino high, by sighting along the 
upper side of ihe piece. This same fault is very common 
with the inexperienced in using a musket; for, anxious to 
get a sight of the end nf their -piece, they usunlly stick it 
up iuio the air and overshoot their object. It was the 
opinion of Brown, on the whole, that iittle was lo he ap- 
lirehended from Waally's fire-arms. The spear and club 
were the weapons to be dreaded ; and with these the 
islanders were said to be very expert. But the disparity 
in numbers was the main ground of apprehension. 

When Brown was told how near ihe schooner was to 
being launched, he earnestly begged the governor, to, let 
him and Bigelow go to work nnd put her into the water, 
immediately. Everything necessary to a cruise was on 
board her, even to her provisions and water, ihe arrange- 
ments having been made to launch her with her sails bent ; 
and, once in the water. Bill thought she would prove of 
the last importance to the defence. If the worst came lo 
the worst, all hands could get on board lier, and by stand- 
ing through some of the channels that were clear of canoes, 
escape infothe open water. Once there, Waally could do 
nothing with them, and they might be governed by cir- 
cumstances. 

WtMitsion viewed things a iittle differently. He loved 
the Reef; it had become dear to him by association and 
history, and he did not relish the thought of abandoning it. 
There was too much property at risk, to say nothing of the 
ship, which would doubtless be burned for its metals, should 
the Indians get possession, even fcr a day In that ship 
he had sailed ; in that ship he hid been married in that 
ship his daughter had been born and in that ihip Bridget 
loved siill to dwell, even more thin she affected all the glo- 
ries of the Eden of the Peak. 1 hat "hip wis not to be 
given up to savages without a struggh Nor did Mark 
believe anything would be gained by depriving the men of 
t:^eir '■"-i during the accustomed hours. Eprly in the 
morning, with the light itself, he did intend to have Bigelow 
under the schocmer's bottom ; but he saw no occasion for 
his working in the dark. Launching was a delicate busi- 
ness, anil some accident might happen in the obscurity. 
Afiet talking the matter over, therefore, all hands retiree 
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the ship, on the look-out; women being preferred to men, 
on this occasion, in order that the.lnlter might reserve their 
strength for the coming struggle. 

At the appointed hour next [norning, every one on the 
Reef WHS astir af the iirst peep of day. No disturbance 
had occurred in the night, and, whnt ii; perhaps a iitlle 
remarkable, the female fientinels had not given any false 
nisrm. As soon as a look from the Summit gave the go- 
vernor reuson to believe that VVaally was not very near 
him, he ordered preparations to be made for the launch of 
the Friend Abraham Wiiite. A couple of hoars' work was 
Btill required to'complete this desirable task; and e 
body set ahoul his or her assigned duty with activity and 
zeal. Some of the women prepared the breakfast; others 
carried ammunition lo the different giins, while Betts wen 
round and loaded them, one and all; and others, ag^iir 
picked up such articles of value as had hecn overlooked ii 
the hnste of the previous evening, carrying them eithe 
into the crater, or on board the ship. 

On examining his for tili cat ions by daylight, the gorerno 
resolved to set up something more secure in the way of a 
gate for the crater. He also called off two or three of the 
men to get out the boarding-netting of the ship, which was 
well provided in that respect; a good provision havmg been 
made, by way of keeping the Fejee people at arms' length. 
These two extraordinary offices delayed the work on the 
ways; and when the whole colony went to breakfast, wbjch 
they did about an hour after sunrise, the schooner was not 
yet in the water, though quite ready to be put there. Mark 
announced that there was no occasion to be in a hurry; 
no canoes were in sight, and there was time to have every- 
thing done deliberately and in order. 

This security came ve*y near proving fatal lo the whole 
party. Most of the men breakfasted under the awning, 
which was near their work; while the women took that 
meal in their respective quarters. Some of the last were 
in the crater, and some in the,sbip. It witi be rememl>ered 
that the awning was erected near the spring, and tiiat the 
spring was but a short distance from the bridge. This 
bridge, it will also be recollected, connected the Rm^f wiib 
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sn island fhat stretched away for miles, and which had 
formed the original range for the siviue, after the changes 
that succeeded ihe eruption. It was composed of merely 
iwo long ship's planks, the passage being only sc i e filt) r 
sixty feet in width. 

The governor, now, seldom ale with his people He 
knew enough of human nature to understand that antiionty 
WHS best preserved by avoiding familiarity Besides the 9 
is, in truth, no association more unpleasant to those wh e 
manners have heen cultivated, than that of the tible, with 
ihe rude and unrefined, Bridget, for instance, could 
hardly be expected to eat with Ihe wives of the seamen; 
and Mark naturally wished to eat with his own family. On 
that occasion he had taken his meal in the cabin of the 
Rancocus, as usual, and had come down to the awning to 
see that the hands turned-to as swm as they were through 
with their own breakfasts. Just as he was about to issue 
the necessary order, the air was filled with frightful yells, 
and a stream of savages poured out of an opening in the 
'ocks, on to the plain of the " hog pasture," as the adjoin- 
mg field was called, rnshing forward in a body towards the 
crater. They had crept along under the rocks by follow- 
ing a channel, and now broke cover within two hundred 
yards of the point they intended to assail. 

The governor behaved admirably on this iryimr occisiori 
He issued his orders clearly, cal nlj J p p iy C II 
ing on Bigelow and Jones by h i d h 

withdraw the bridge, which co Id iy b d n 1 1 I 
ing over the planks by means of wh i h 1 dl g be 
fitted for that purpose. . The b dg w hd aw h h 
nel, or. harbour, answered all I pu p f d h 

though the South Sea islander w d h 1 b II f 
swimming across it Of course W II n In o- 
thing of this bridge nor did the k f h f 

the bdsin between them and th \ y Th } h d d 
rectly towards the ship-yard, and loud were their yells of 
disappointment when they found a broad reach of witer 
still separating them from ^the whites Naturally they 
looked for the print of connection , but, by this time, the 
plauKa wpre wheeled 111, and the communicadon waf, sev 
ered ^f thi-? in'fint Waally bad all his musketa dis 



iLvGoOglf 



OR, VUI.CAN'3 PEAK. 27"/ 

charged, and the gnu fired from the catiimarati, on wMch 
it Wiia niinititcd. Nn one w!is injured by this volley, but n 
fFiinoua Tioise wns made; and noise [lassed for a good ilmil 
in the wiirlare of that day and region. 

It was now the luni of the colonists. At the first alarm 
evoryiiody rushed to arms, and every post was manned, or 
womoned, in a minute. On the poop of the ship was 
planted one of the cannon, loaded with grape, and pointed 
so as to sweep the strait of the. bridge. It is true, the dis- 
tance was fully a mite, but Betta had elevated the gun with 
a view to its sending its missiles as far as was necessary. 
The other carronades on the Summit were pointed so as 
to sweep the portion of the hog pasture that was nearest, 
nnd which was now swarming with enemies. Waally, 
himself, was in front, and was evidently selecting a party 
[hat wan to swim for the s.indy beach, a sort of forlorn 
hope. No time was to be lost. Juno, a perfect heroine 
in her way, stiKvd by the gun on the poop, while Dido was 
at thase on the Summit, each brandishing, or blowing, a 
iigliied match. The governor made the preconcerted sig- 
nal to the last, and she applied the niat<:h. Away went 
the grape, rattling along the surface of liie opposite rocks, 
and damaging lit least a dozen of Waaily's men. Three 
were killed outrighi, and the wounds of the rest were very 
serious. A yell followed, and a young chief rushed to- 
wards the strait, with frantic cries, as if bent on leaping 
across the chasm. He was followed by a hundred war- 
riors. Mark now made the signal to Juno. Not a nwi- 
meut was lost by the undaunted girl, who touched olf her 
gim in the very nick of time. Down came the grape, hiss- 
ing along the Reef; and, rebounding from its surface, 
away it leaped across the strait, flying through the thickest 
of the ass;iilants. A dozen more suffered by that discharge. 
Waally now saw that a crisis was reached, and his efforts 
to recover tin: ground lost were worthy of bis repuifilipn. 
Calling to the swimmers, he succeeded in getting them 
down into the water in scores. 

The governor had ordered, those near him to their sta- 
tions. . This took Jones and Bigelow on board the Abra- 
ham, where two carrouades were pointed through the st«ru 
porta, forming a battery to rake the hog pasture, which it 
24 
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was foreseen must he the fieic! of battle if the enemy c^mie 
by iRnil, ns it was the onl)' inland thdt came near enough 
to the Reef to be u&ed in lh*iit way As for Mark him- 
self, accompanied by Brown and Wattles, all well armed, 
he held his party in reserve, as a corps to be moved wher- 
ever il might be most needed. At thai all-important mo- 
ment » happy idea occurred to the young governor. The 
schooner was ail ready for launching. The reserve were 
under her bottom, iniendin 
covers of (lie y^rd, when Mi 
spur-shores, just as Brown, armed to tlie teelh, came up 
to the other. 

" Lay aside your arms," cried the governor, " and knock 
away your spur-shoie. Bill ! — Down with it, while I knock 
this away ! — Look out on deck, fur we are abuut to launch 
you !" 

These words were just uttered, when the schooner began 
to move. All the colonists now cheered, and away the 
Abraham went, plunging like a buite ring-ram iiito the 
midst of the swimmers. While <3ipping deepest, Bigelow 
and Jones fired both their carronades, the shot of which 
threw the whole basin into foam. This combination of 
the means of assault was too much for savages to resist. 
Waally was instantly routed. His main body retreated into 
the coves of the channel, where their canoes lay, while the 
swimmers and stragglers got out of harm's way, in the best 
manner they could. 

Not a moment was to be lo.st. The Abraham was brought 
up by a hawser, as is usual, and was immediately hoarded 
by ftiark, Bigelow and Wattles. This gave her a crew of 
five men, who were every way equal to handling her. Belts 
was left ill command of the Reef, with the remainder of 
the forces. To make sail require^l but two minutes, aud 
Mark was soon under way, rounding Loam Island, or what 
had niiKe been Loam Island, for it was now connected 
with tite hng pasture, in order to get itito the reach where 
Waally had his forces. This reach was a quarter of a 
mile wi.Is, and gave room for maiiceiivring. Alihough the 
schooner Ixire down to ihe assault with a very determined 
air, it was by no means Mark's cue to come to close quar- 
ters. Being well to windward, with plenty of room, he kepi 
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the Abrahatn tacking, yawing, waring, and executing other 
□f the devices ornnutical dtileiy, whibi bis rneti loaded and 
fired her guns, as fast as they could. There were more 
noise and sinuke, than there was bloodshed, as coniinoniy 
happens on such occaaions ; bat these sufficed to secure the 
victory. The savages were soon in a reai panic, and no 
authority of Waaliy's could check their flight, Away they 
pnddled to leeward, straining every nerve to get away from 
pursuers, whom they supposed to be murderously bent on 
killing them to a man. A more unequivocal flight never 
occurred in war. 

Although the governor was much in earnest, he was not 
half as bloodthirsty as his fleeing enemies imagined. Every 
dictate of prudence told him not to close with the canoea 
until he had plenty of sea-room. The course they w^re 
steering would take them all out of the group, into the 
open water, in the course of three or four hours, and he 
determined to follow at a convenient distance, just hasten- 
ing the flight by occasional hints from his guns. In this 
manner, the people of the Abraham had much the easiest 
time of it, for they did little besides sail, while the savages 
had to use all their paddles to keep out of the schooner's 
way; ihey sailed, also, but their speed under their cocoa- 
nut canvas was not sufficient to keep clear of the Friend 
Abraham White, which proved to be a very fast vessel, as 
well as one easily handled. 

At length, Waally found bis fleet in the open ocean, 
where he trusted the chase would end. But he had greatly 
mistaken the course' of events, in applying that ' flattering 
unction,' ■ It was now that the governor commenced the 
chase in good earnest, actually running down three of the 
canoes, and making prisoners of one of the crews. In 
this canoe was a young warrior, whom Bill Brown and 
Wattles at once recognised as a favourite son of the chief. 
Here was a most important conquest, and, Mark turned it to 
account. He selecleil a proper agent from among the cap- 
tives, and sent him with a palm-branch to Waally himself, 
with proposals for an exchange. There was no dltTiculty 
in communicating, since Brown and Wattles both spoke 
the language of the natives with great fiuency. Three 
years of captivity had. at least, t<jught them that much. 
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A good (leal of time was wasted before Waally could be 
brought to confide in the honour of his enemies. At last, 
love for his ofispritig brought him, unarmed, alongaide of 
ihe acboorier, and the guvernor met this formidable chief, 
face to face. He found the latter a wilj and iiitellig-ent 
BBTage. Nevertheless, he had not ihe art to conceal his 
strong affection for his son, and on that passion did Marit 
Woolstoii play. Waally offered canoes, robes of feathers, 
wbalea' teeth, and every thing that was most esteemed 
among his own people, as a ransom for the boy. But tbia 
was not the exchange the governor desired to make. He 
offered to restore the son to the arms of his father hs sood 
as the five seamen who were still prisoners on his citadel 
island should be brought alongside of the schooner. If 
th^se terms were rejected, the lad must take the fate of 

Great was the struggle in the bosom of Waally, between 
natural affection, and the desire to retain his captives. 
After two hours of subterfuges, artifices, and tricks, the 
former prevailed, and a treaty wss made. Agreeably to its 
conditions, the schooner was to pilot the fleet of canoes to 
Betto's group, which could easily be done, as Mark knew 
not orrly its bearings, but its latitude am! longitude. As 
Boon as this was effected, Waally engaged to send a mes- 
senger for the seamen, and to remain himself on board the 
Abraham until ihe exchange was completed. 'Ihe chief 
wished to attach terms, by which the colonists were to aid 
him in more effectually putting down Ooroony, who was 
checked rather than conquered, but Mark refused to listen 
to any such proposition. He was more disposed to aid, 
than to overcome the kind hearted Ooroony, and made up 
his mind to have an interview with him before he returned 
from the intended voyage. 

Some delay would have occurred, to enable Mark lo let 
Bridget know of bis intended absence, had it not been for 
the solicitude of Betis. Finding the sails of the schooner 
had gone out of sight to leeward. Bob manned the Nesha- 
mony, and followed as a support. In the event of a wreck, 
for instance, his presence might have been of the last im- 
portance. He got alongside of the Abraham just as the 
treaty was concluded, anj^ was in time to carry back tlia 
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news lo the crater, where he might expect still to arrive 
iliiit evening. With this arrangement, therefi)re, the par- 
lies separated, Betta beating back, thniugh the clinniiela 
of the Reer, and the governor leading tilT ti> the uiirthward 
and westward, under shorl canvas; all of Waally's canoes, 
;. following about a jnile astern of him. 



CHAPTER XTX. 



Tub Abraham went under short canvas, and she waa 
just three days, running dead before ihe wind, ere she 
came in sight of Waally's islands. Heaving-to to-windward 
of the group, the canoea ai] passed into fheir respective 
h'fbonrs, leaving the schooner in the ofHng, with the hos* 
taires on board, waiting for the fulfilment of the treaty. 
The next day, Waally himself re-appeared, bringing with 
him Dickinson, Harris, Johnson. Edw^irds and Bright, the 
five seamen of the Rancocus that had so long been cap- 
tives in his hands. It went hard with that savage chief to 
relinquish these men, but he loveii his son even more than 
he loved power. As for the men themselves, language 
cannot portray their delight. They were not only rejoiced 
to he released, hut their satisfaction was heightened oii find- 
ing into whose hands they had fpillen. These men h:id all 
kept themselves free from wives, and returned to their co- 
lour, that word being now more appropriate than colours, 
or ensign, unshackled by any embarrassing engage men is. 
They at once made the Abraham a power in that pait of 
the world. With twelve able seamen, all strong, athletic 
and healthy men, to handle his craft, and with his two 
24* 
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carronades and a long six, the governor felt ns if he might 
interfere with the politicnl relations of the adjoining slates 
with every prospect of being heard. Wa.ally was, pro- 
bablj, of the same opinion, for he made a great effort to 
extend the treaty so far as to overturn Ooroony altogether, 
and thus secure to their two selves the control of all that 
region. Woolston inquired of Waally, in what he should 
he benefited by such a policy T when the wily savage told 
him, with the gravest face imaginable, that he, Mark, 
might retain, in addition to his territories at the Reef, 
Raricociis Island! The governor thanked his iellow po- 
tentate for this hint, and now took occasion to assure him 
that, in future, each and all of Waally's canoes muat keep 
away from liancocu^ Island altogether ; ' that island be- 
longed lo him, and if any more expeditions visited it, the 
call should be returned at Waaily's habitations. This an- 
swer brought on an angry discussion, in which Waally, 
once or twice, forgot himself a little; and when he tooh 
his leave, it was not in the best humour possible. 

Miirit now deliberated on the state of things around him, 
Jones knew Ooroony well, having been living in his terri- 
tories until they were overrun by his powerful enemy, and 
the governor sent him to find that chief, using a captured 
canoe, of which they had kept two or three alongside of 
the schooner for the purpose. Jones, who was a sworn 
friend of the unfortunate chief, went as negotiator. Care 
was taken to laud at the riglit place, under cover of the 
Abr ihani'e guns, and in six hours Mark had the real grlti- 
ficaiion of taking Ooroony, good, honest, upright Ooroony, 
by (he hand, on the quarter-deck of his own vessel. Much 
as the chief had suffered and lost, within the last two 
years, a gleam of returning happiness shone on him when 
he placed his f<)ot on the deck of the schooner. His re- 
ception by the governor was honourable and even touch- 
ing. Mark thanked him for his kindness to his wife, to 
his sister, to Heaton, and to his friend Bob. In point of 
fact, without this kindness, he, Woolston, might then have 
been a solitnry hermit, without the menns of getting ac- 
cess to any of his fellow-creatures, and doomed to remain 
in that condition all his days. The oblig3li<in was now 
frankly admitted, and Ooroony shed ti'ars of joy whed he 
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pedieiiis of cupidity, eo does virtue lead most unerringly 
to hiippiiiesj here, as it opens up the way to happiness 
hereafter. 

All the men of the Abraham had heard of Ooroony, and 
of his benevolent Cjualities. It was his goodness, indeed, 
that had been the cause of his downfall ; ti.)r had he punish- 
ed Waally as he deserved to be, when the power was in his 
hands, thill turbulent chief, who commenced life as his 
lawful tributary, would never hnve gained a point where 
he was so near becoming his master. Every man on board 
now pressed around the good old chief, who heard on all 
aides of him assurances of respect and attachment, with 
pledges of assistance. When this touching scene was over, 
Mark held a council on the quater-deck, in which the 
whole matter of the pniitical condition of the group wna 
discussed, and the wants and dangers of Ooroony laid 
bare. 

As commonly happens everywhere, civilized nations and 
popular governments liirming no exceptions lo tlie rule, 
the ascendency of evil in this cluster of remote and savage 
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islands was owing altogethsr to the activity and audacity 
of a few wicked men, rather ilrin tii the iiiclinaiion of tha 
mafs. 'I'he people greatly preferred the mild sway of their 
liiwful chief, III ihe vinlence niid exactions of the lurbulent 
warrior wlio liiid worked his v/ny iiiii> the ascendant ; and, 
if a portion of die population^ had, unwittingly, aided the 
latter in hia designs, under the momentary inipylses of a, 
love of change, they now fully repented of their mistake, 
and would gladly see the old condition of things restored. 
There wiu one island, in paHicular, which might be con- 
sidered as the seat of power in the entire group. Ooroony 
had been born on it, and it had long been the residence 
of his family; but Waally succeeded in driving him off of 
it, and of intimidating iis people, who, in secret, pined for 
the return of their ancient rulers. If this island cnul^ be 
again put in hia possession, it would, itself, givu the good 
chief buch an accession of power, as would place him, at 
once, on a level with his competitor, and bring the war 
back to a struggle on equal lerins. Could this be done 
with the assist^ince of the schooner, the moral eifect of 
such an alliance would, in all probability, secure Ooroony's 
ascendency as long as such an alliance lasted. 

It would not have been easy to give a clearer illustration 
of the truth that " knowledge is power," than the case now 
before us affords. Here was a small vessel, of less than a 
hundred tons in measurement, with a crew of twelve men, 
and armed with three guns, that was not only deemed to 
be sufficient but which was in fact amply sufficient to 
change a dynasty among a people who counted tlieir hosts 
in thousands. The expedients of civilized life gave the 
governor this ascendency, and he deterriiined t 

juslly, and in moderalinn. It was '■'■' ■■■'"'' •" ' 

shed ; and alter learning all the fac 
his task "coolly and with prudence. 

The first thing done, was to carry the acViooner in, with- 
in reach of shot ol Waally's principal fortress, where his 
ruling chiefs resided, and which in fact was (he hold where 
about a hundred of his followers dwelt; fellows that kept 
the whole island in fear, and who rendered it subservient 
to Waally's wishes. This fortress, fort, or whatever it 
^ould be called, was then summoned, its chief being com- 
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manded to quit, not only the hold, but the island altoge- 
ther. The answer was h deiinnce. As time was given f(ir 
the reception of this reply, measures had been taken to 
support the summons by a suitable degree of concert and 
activity. Ooroony landed in person, and got among hia 
friends on the island, ivho, ai^siired of the support of the 
schooner, took up arms to a man, and appeared iii a force 
that, of itself, was sufficient to drive Waally's men into the 
sea. Nevertheless, the last made a show of resistance 
until the governor fired his six-pounder at them. The shot 
passed through the wooden pickets, and, though it hurt no 
one, it made such a chtier, that the chief in c<imniand sent 
out a palni-branch, and submitted. This bloodless conquest 
caused a revolution at once, In several of the less iinport^int 
islands, and in eight- and -forty hours, Ooroony found him- 
self where he had been when Belts appeared in the'Nesha- 
mony. Waally was fain lo make the best of matters, and 
even he came in, acknowledged his crimes, obtained a 
pardon, and paid tribute. The effect of this submission 
on the part of Waally, was to establish Ooroony more 
strongly than ever in authority, and lo give him a chance 
of reigning peacefully for the remainder of his days. All 
this was done in less than a week after the war had begun 
ia earnest, by the invasion of the Reef! 

The governor was too desirous to relieve the anxiety of 
those he had left behind him to accept the invitations that 
he, and his party, now received to make merry. He traded 
a little with Ooroony's people, obtaining nlaiij' things that 
were useful in exchange fur old iron, and other articles of 
little or no value. What was more, he ascertained that 
sandal-wood was lo be found on Rancocus Island in small 
quantities, and in this group in abundance. A contract 
was made, accordingly, for the cutting and preparing of a 
considerable quantity of this wood, which was to be ready 
for delivery in the course of three m^fhs, when it was 
understood that the schooner was lo return and take it in. 
These arrangements completed, the Friend Abraham White 
sailed for home. 

Instead of entangling himself in the channels to leeward, 
Mark made the land well to the northward, entering the 
group by a passage that led him quite down lo the Heef, 
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5S the original island wns now iitiiforrnly callod, with a 
flowing sheet. Of course the schooner was seen an hour 
before she arrived, and everybody was out on the Reef to 
greet the adventurers. Fears mingled with the other miini- 
festations of joy, when the result of this great enterprise 
came lo be known. Mark- had a delicious moment when 
he folded the sobbing Bridget to his heart, and Friend 
Mrirtha was overcome in a way that it was not usual for 
her to betray lemitiine weakness. 

Everybody exulted in the success of the colony, and it 
was hoped (hat the future would be as quiet as it was i^eoure. 

But recent events began to give the governor trouble, on 
other accounts. The accession to his numbers, as well as 
the fact that these men were seamen, and had belonged to 
the Rancocus, set him thinking on the subject of his duty 
to the owners of that vessel. So long as he supposed him 
self to be a cast-away, he had made use of their propertj 
without compunction, but circumstances were now changed, 
and he felt it lo be a duty seriously to reflect on the possi- 
bility of doing something for the benefit of those who had, 
undesignedly it is true, contributed so much to his own 
comfort. In order to give this important subject a due 
consideration, as well as to relieve the minds of those at 
the Peak, the Abraham sailed for the cove the morning 
afl:er her arriral at the Reef. Bridget went across to pay 
Anne a visit, and most of the men were of the party. The 
Neshamony had. carried over the intelligence of Waally's 
repulse, and of the Abraham's having gone lo that chief's 
island, but the result of this last expedition remained to be 

The run was made in six hours, and the Abraham was 

taken into the cove and anchored there, just as easily as 

I m II aft. There was water enough for 

y 1 h fl d the principal want being that of 

h gh h was enough even of room to receive a 

d I f The place, indeed, was a snug, 

1 b 1 han a port, but art could not have 

m d f n much more commodious. It was 

II li I 1 could ever require in the way of a 

h b probable that the trade of the place 
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would reach an ainaunt that the shipping it cnuld hold 
would not carry. 

'I'he governor now summoned a general council ol' the 
colony. The seven seamen attended, as well as all the 
others, one or two at the crafer excepted, and the business 
in hatid was entered on si)berl)', and, in some respects, 
solemnly. In the first place, the constitution and intentions 
of the colonists were laid before the seven men, and they 
were asked as to their wishes for the future. Fout of these 
men, including Brown, at once signed the constitution, 
and were sworn in as citizens. It was their wish to pasa 
their days in th it delicious climate, and amid the abun- 
dance of those rich and pleasing islands. The other three 
engaged with Mark for a time, but expressed a desire to 
return to America, after awhile. Wives were wanting; 
and this the governor saw, plainly enough, was a difficulty 
that must be got over, to keep the seiSemenl contented. 
Not that a wife may not make a man's home very misera- 
ble, as well as very happy ; but, most people prefer trying 
the experiment for themselves, instead of profiting by the 
exuerience of others. 

A oo h q stion of citizenship was decided, and 

dll h g g tn vere duly made, the governor laid his 

q f e before the general councd. For a 

1 ra I i h n supposed that the Rancocus could 

b d rh eruption had left her in a basin, or 

hi h h just water enough to float her, while 

1 f 1 Jinst that could he fotmd on the side 

Q h h h 1 nn I was deepest. Now, thirteen feet aft 
hi h I he ship when she was launched. This 
Bbwllk wh g been launched in her. But, Brown 
1 d g^ d h piasibility of lifting the vessel eighteen 
inches or two feet, and of thus cirryiiig her over the rock 
by which she was imprisoned. Onoe liberated frim thai 
place, every one knew there would be ni difficulty in get- 
ting the ship to sea, since in one of the channels thit 
which led to the northward, a vt, "-el might actually carry 
out fully five fathoms, or quite thirty feet This cnannel 
hsid been accurately sounded by the givernii hirn elf nnd 
of the fact he was well assured. Indeed, be had sounded 
most of the trne channels around the Reef. By true chaii- 
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iiols is mennt those passages that led from the open watel 
quite lip ti> tlie craier, or which admitted the passage of 
vessels, or Imata ; while the false were cuh de sac, through 
which there were no real passages. 

The possibility, thus admitted, of taking the Runcocua 
to sea, a grnve question of conscience arose. The property 
beUinged to certain owners in Philadelphia, and was it not 
a duty to take it there] It is true, Friend Abraham White 
and his partners had received back their money from the 
insurers — this fact Bridget remembered to have heard be- 
fore she left home: but those insurers, then, had their 
claims. Now, the vessel was still sonnd and seaworthy. 
Her .upper works might require caulking, and Iter rigging 
conid not be of the soundest; but, on the whole, the Ran- 
coous was still a very valuable ship, and a voyage might 
be made for her yet. The governor thought that could 
she get her lower hold filled with sandal-wood, and (hat 
wood be converted into teas at Canton, as much would be 
made as would render every one contented with the result 
of the close of the voyage, disastrous as had been its com- 
mencement. Then Bridget would be of age shortly, when 
she would become entitled to an amount of property that, 
properly invested, would contribute largely to the wealth 
and power of the colony, as well as to those of its governor 

In musing on all these plans, Mark had not the least 
idea of abandoning the scheme fuK> colonizing. That was 
dearer lo him now than ever; nevertheless, he saw obsta- 
cles to their execution. No one could navigate the ship 
but himself; in truth, he was the only proper person lo 
carry her home, and to deliver her to her owners, whom- 
soever those might now be, and he could not conceal from 
himself the propriety, as well as the necessity, of his going in 
her himself. »On the other hand, what might not be the con- 
sequences to the colony, of his absence for twelve months' 
A less time than that would not suffice to do all that was 
required to be done. Could he take Bridget with him, or 
could he bear to leave her behind? Her presence might 
be necessary for the disposal of the real estate of which 
«he was the mistress, while her quitting the colony niiglil 
ba the signal for breaking it up altogether, under the im 
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presaion that the two persons most interested in il would 

Thus (iid the management of this whole matter become 
exceedingly delicate. Heaton and Betis, and in the end 
all the rest, were of opinion that the Rjiiicoous ought to be 
sent back to America, for the benefit of those to whom she 
now leEjally belonged. Could she get a cargo, or, any con- 
fliderable amount of sandaj-wood, and exchange it for teas 
in Canton, the proceeds of these teas might inalie a very 
siiliicient return for all the outlays of the voyage, as well 
aa for that portion of the property which had been uaed hy 
the colonists. The use of this property was a very different 
thing, now, from what it was when Mark and Betla had 
every reason to consider themselves as merely shipwrecked 
seamen; Then, it was not only a matter of necessity, but, 
through that necessity, one of right; but, now, the most 
that could be said about it,,ivas that it might he very con- 
venient. The principles of the colonists were yet too good 
to allow of their deceiving themselves on this subject. They 
had, most of them, engaged with the owners to lake care 
of this properly, and it might bo questioned, if such a wreck 
had ever occurred as to discharge the crew. ■ The rule in 
Buch cases we believe to be, that, as seamen have a lien on 
the vessel for iheir wages, when that lien ceases to be of 
value, their obligaiiDns to the ship terminate. If the Ran- 
coous could be carried to America, no one belonging to her 
was yet legally exonerated from his duties. 

After weighing all these points, it was gravely and 
solemnly declared that an eifori should first be made to get 
the ship out of her present duresse, and (hat the question 
of future proceedings should then be settled in another 
council. In the mean time, further and more valuable 
presents were to be sent to, both Ooroony and Waallj, from 
(he stores of beads, knives, axes, &e., that were in the ship, 
with injunctions to them to get as much sandal-wood as was 
possible cnt, and to have it brought down to the coast. 
Bella was to carry the presents, in the Neshamony, ac- 
companied by Jones, who spoke the language, when he was 
(o return and aid in the work upon the vessel. 

The duty eijoined in these decisions was commenced 
without delay. Heaton and Unue. wtre left at the Peak, aa 
25 
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usual, it> liMik after things in that quarter, nnd to keep the 
mill from being idle, white all the rest of ihe men returned 
to the Reef, «nd set about the work on the ship. The first 
step taken was (o send down all the spars and rigging that 
remained aloft ; after which everything was got up out of 
the hold, and rolled, or dragged ashore. Of cargo, strictly 
speaking, .the Raneocns had very litiie in weight, hut she 
had a great many water-casks, four or five times as many as 
would have been put into her in jn ordinary voyage. These 
casks had nil been filled with fresh water, to answer the 
double purpose of a supply for the people, and as ballast 
for- the ship. When these casks were all got on deck, 
and the water was started, it was found that the vessel 
flfiated several inches lighter than before. The sending 
ashore of tho spari, sails, rigging, lumber, provisions, &c., 
produced a still fuiiher eifeci, and, after carefully comparing 
the soundings, and the present draught of ihe vessel, the 
ijovernor found it would be necessary to lift the last only 
fight inches, to get her out of her natural dock. This 
result greatly encouraged the labourers, who proceeded with 
renewed spirit. As it would be altogether useless to over- 
h:iul the rigging, caulk decks, &c., unless the ship could 
he got out of her berth, everybody worked with that end 
in view at first. In the course of a week, the water-casks 
were under her bottom, and it was thought that the vessel 
would have about an inch to spare. A gale having blown 
in the water, and a high tide coming~at the same time, the 
governor determined to try the experiment of crossing the 
barrier. The order came upon the men suddenly, for no 
one thought the attempt would he made, until the ship was 
lifted an inch or two higher. But Mark saw what the wind 
had been doing for them, and he lost not a moment. The 
vessel was moved, brought head to her course, and the 
lines were hauled upon. Away went the Rancocus, which 
was now moved for the first time since the eruption ! 

Jusi as the governor fancied that the ship was going 
clear, she struck all. On examination it was found that 
her heel was on a knoll of the rock, and that had she been 
a fathom on either side of it, she would have gone clear. 
The hold, however, was very slight, and by getting two of 
the anchors to the cat-heads, the vessel was canted suffi* 
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ciently to admit of her passing. Then came cheers for 
success and the cry of " walk sway with her !" That 
same d ij the Rincociis wis hiuled aloii f^ide of the Red, 
mide ( ist, tnd lecured ju^t is she would time tieea at her 
ovtij whirf 111 Phihdeliihia 

N w the t-iulkera begin their pirt rf the jnb When 
ciiilked and scraped she was puuied her rigvmg wis 
overhauled ind g t into its pi ices the nnsts nid yirda 
iverf sent ikift diid all the saiU were oierlnulel A tier 
of casks tilled uilh freih water wis put into her I wer 
hold for bdliast and ill the st ires necesaary fir the i oy ige 
were sent on board her Among other things overhiuled 
were the provisions. Most of the beef and pnrk was con- 
demned, and no small part of the bread ; still, enough re- 
mained to take the ship's compiiiy to a civilized port. So 
reluctant was the goiernor to comi* to {he decision con- 
cerning ilie crew, that he even bent sails before a council 
was again convened But ibere wis no longer any good 
excuse for del ly Betia hid long been back, and brought 
(he report th It (he sindil-wood wts being hiinled to the 
coast III great quiutilies, both fiClioiis working with right 
good will In another month the ship might be loaded and 
sail for Americi 

To the istonishment of every one, Bridget appeared in 
the council, and announced her determination to remain 
behind, while her husband cirned the ship lo her owners. 
She saw and felt the niture ol his duty, and could consent 
to his perlorming it to the letter Mark was (juiie taken 
by surprise by this heroic and conscientious act in his 
young wife, and he hid a great struggle with hiinseif on 
ihe subject of leaving her behind him. Heaton, however, 
was so very pruden , and the present relations with their 
neighbours — neighbours four hundred miles distant — were 
so amicable, the whole matter was to serious, and the duty 
so obvious, that he finally acquiesced, without suBTeriiig his 
doubts to be seen. 

The next thing was to select a crew. The three men 
who had declined beeoming citizens of the colony, John- 
son, Edwards, and Bright, all able seamen, went as a mailer 
of course. Betta would have to go in the character of 
mate, though Bigelow might have got along in that capa- 
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city. Belts knew nothing of navigation, while Bigelow 
might find his way into pr.rt on a pinch. On the other 
hand, Betls was a prime seaman — a perfect long-ciie, in 
fact — wheffeas ihe most that r.oiild be ssiil of Bigdow, 
in this respect, was that he wbs a slout, willing fellow, and 
was much belter than a raw hand. The governor named 
Belts as his first, and BigeJmv as his second officer. Brown 
remained behind, having charge of the navy in the pnvet- 
nor's absence. He had n private interview with Mark: 
however, in which he earnestly reqnesied that ihe govemiir 
would have the goodnes-s " to pick, out for him the sort of 
gai that he thought would make a fellow a good and virtu- 
ous wife, and bring her out with him, in whatever way he 
might return." Mark made as fair promises as the cir- 
cumstances of the case would allow, and Brown was satis- 
fied. 

It was thought prudent to have eight white men on board 
the ship, Mark intending to borrow a^ many more of 
Oornony's people, lo help pull and haul. With such a 
creiv, he ihouglit he might get along very well. Waiiles 
chiwe to remain with his friend Brown ; but Dickinson and 
Harris, though ready and- willing lo return, wished lo sail 
in the ship. Like Brown, they wanted wives, but chose to 
select theiTi for themselves. On this subject Wattles said 
nothing. We may add here, that Unus and Juno were 
united before the ship sailed. They took up'fand on the 
Peak, where Uniis erected for himself a very neal cabin. 
Bridget set the young couple up, giving ihe furniture, a 
pig, some fowls, and other necessaries. 

At length the day for sailing arrived. Previo-iily to de- 
parting, Mark bad carried ihe ship through th" ibannel, 
mid she whs anchored in a very good and sp.ffl "r-idHtead, 
outside of everything. The leave-talcog took \'ace on 
board her. ^'''''g^t wept long in her bis^aii'l'B p/ as, but 
finally got so far the command of hersp-f, m to pw^me an 
air of encouraging firmness among the "*hT v^mc . By 
this time, it was every way so obvioi'" Mir/'.'s pv sence 
would be indispensable in America, tb»* H" ah?en- '. was 
regarded as a riecessiiy beyond control S'ill it wa- hard 
to part for a year, nor was t!ie last «r'""''-^ R'llire) free 
from anguish. Friend Martha Betts tr '' tcT'e of F 'ien ' 
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Robert with a great appearance of calmness, though she 
felt the separnlioii keenly. A quiet, warm-hearted woman, 
she had made her husband verj happy ; and Bob was quite 
sensible of her worth. But lo him the sea was a home, 
and he regarded a voyage round the world much as a 
countryman would look upon a trip lo market. Ue saw 
his wife always in the vista created by his imagination, bul 
she was at the end of the voyage. 

At the appointed hour, the Rancocus sailed. Brown and 
Wattles going down with her in the Neshamony as far as 
Betto's group, in order Id bring back. the latest intelligence 
of her proceedings. The giiveriior now got Ooroony lo 
assemble his priests and c-hiefs, and to pronounce a taboo 
on all intercuur^ with the whites for one year. At the 
end of that time, he promised to return, and to bring with 
hioi prei^ents that should render every one glad to welcome 
him back. Even Waally-^as included in these arrange- 
ments; and when Mark finally sailed, ii was with a strong 
hope that in virtue of the taboo, of Ooroony's power, and 
of his rival's eagaciiy, he might rely on the colony's meet- 
ing with no molestation during his absence. The reader 
will see that the Peak and Reef would be' in a very jie- 
fenceiess condition, were it not for ihfe schooner. .By 
means of that vessel, under the management of Brown, as- 
sisted by Wattles, Socrates and Unus, it is true, a fleet of 
canoes might fae beaten off; but any accident to the Abra- 
ham would be very likely lo prove fat^l to the colony, ill the 

to keep the schooner moving abriut, am) paKicnIarly to 
make a trip as often as once in two months, to Ooroony's 
country, in order to loiik afler the state of things there 
The pretence was (o be traiJe — beads, hatchets, and old 
iron I>ein2 taken each time, in exchange for sandal-wood ; 
but the principal object was to keep an eye on the move- 
ments, and to gel an insight into the policy, of the savages 
After taking in a very considerable quantity of sandal 
wofid, and procuring eight active assistants from Oorootiy 
the Rancocus got under way IJiif Canton. By the Nesna 
mony, which saw her into the offing, letters were sent bati 
to the Reef, when the governor squared away for his noiL 
At t)ii^ pnd of fifty days, the ship reached Canton, where * 
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speedy aud excellent siile was made of her cargo. So verj 
iLvcrutivfi (lid Mark make this transaction, ihiit, finding 
himself wiih nssets nfter filiinfr up with teas, he thought 
hiinselj' justified in changing his course of proceeding. A 
Email American brig, which was not deemed fit to douhle 
the capes, and to come on a stormy coast, was on snie. 
She could run several years in a sea aa mild as the Paciac, 
and Mark purchased Iter for a song. He put as many 
useful thiiigH on board her as lie could find, including seve- 
ral cows, &C. Dry Kiiglish cows were not difficult to 
find, the ships from Europe often bringing out the animals, 
and turning them off when usi'less. Mark was enabled to 
purchaa'e si-i, which, rightly unough, he thought would 
prove a great acquisilicin to the colony, A plentiful sup- 
ply of iron was also provided, as was ammunition, arms, 
311(1 guns. The whole <>uElay, including the cost of the 
vessel, was less than *.even thousand dollars; which sum 
Mark knew he should re<-.eive in Philadelphia, on account 
of the personal property of Itndget, and with which he 
had made up his nund to repi ce the proceeds of the san- 
dal-wood, thus u^ed, did those interested exact it. As for 
the vessel, she sailed like a witch was coppered and cop- 
per-fastened, but was liuth old dnd vieik She had quar- 
ters, having been used once vs a privateer, and mounted 
ten sixes. Her burthen wns two hundred tons, and her 
name the Mermaid The paj era were all American, and 
in perfect rule. 

The governor might not have made this purchase, had it 
not been for the circunist ince that be met an old acquaint- 
ance in Canton, who hid goi married in Calculta to a 
pretty and very well niannereil English girl — a step that 
lost him his berth howeier'oii bo^rd a Philadelphia ship. 
Saunders was two or three years Mark's senior, and of an 
excellent disposition aiid ciiarncier. When he heard the 
history of the colony, he professed a desire to join it, en- 
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lo supply his pince. The two vessels met iti the China 
aeas, mid passed a week in company, when each steered 
her course; the governor quite happy in thinking that he 
bad made this provision for the good of his people. The 
arrival of the Mermaid would be an eventful day in the 
colony, on every account; and, the instructions of Saun- 
ders forbidding liis quilling the islands until the end of the 
ye»r, her preseiice would be a great additional means of 
security. 

It is unnecessary for us to dwell on the passage of the 
Rancocus. In due time she entered the capes of the 
Delaware, surprising al) interested with her appearance. 
Friend Abraham White was dead, and the firm dissolved. 
But the property had all been transferred, lo the insurers 
by the payment of the amount underwritten, and Mark 
made his report at the office. The teas were sold lo great 
advantage,. and tbg. whole matter was taken fairly Into con- 
sideration. After deducting the sum paid ihe firm, prin- 
cipal and interest, ^he insurance company resolved to give 
the ship, and the balance of the proceeds of the sale, to 
Captain Woolslon, as a reward for his integrity and pru-^ 
dence. Mark had concealed nothing, but stated what he 
had done in reference to ihe Mermaid, and told his whole 
story with great simplicity, and with perfect truth. The 
result was, that the young man got, in addition to the ship, 
which was legally conveyed to him, some eleven thousand 
dollars in hard money. Thus was honesty shown to be the 
best policy ! 

It is scarcely necessary to say that his success made 
Mark Woolston a great man, in a small way. Not only 
was he received with open arms by all of his own blood"; 
but Dr. Yardley now relented, and took him by the hand. 
A faithful account was rendered of his stewardship; and 
Mark received as much ready money, on account of his 
wife, as placed somewhat more than twejity thousand dol- 
lars at his disposal. With this money he set to work, witb- 
ont losing a day, to make arrangements to return to Bridget 
and the crater ; for he always deemed that his proper abode, 
in preferences to ihe Peak. In this feeling, his charming 
wife coincided; both probably encouraging a secret int^ 
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rest in the former, in consequence of the solitary houra 
that had been passed there by the young husband, while 
hia anxious partner was far away. 



CHAPTES XX. 

" There is no gionm on earth, for Gocl above 

Cliaslen^in hie; 
Trnnsmuling snr.ows into gDlden joy 

Free from siloy, 
Hia JeareSt Gltribole is eiill to bleas, 
And null's most welcome hymn is gratefol clieerfuliiess," 

The mode of proceeding now required great caution on 
Che part of Mnri; Woolsh.n. Hia mind was fully made up 
not to desert his islands, ajthough this- might easily be 
done, by filling out the ship for another voyage, filling "her 
with sitndal-wood, and bringing off ail who chose to aban- 
don the place. But Wool ston had become infatuated with 
the climate, which had all (he witchery of a low latitude 
without any of its lassitude. The sea-breezes kept the 
frame invigorated, and the air reasonably cool, even al the 
Reef; while, on the Peak, there was scarcely ever a day, 
in the warmest months, when one. could not labour at noon. 
In this respect the climate did not vary essentially from 
that of Pennsylvania, the difference existing in the fact that 
there was no winter in his new country. Nothing takes 
such a hold on men as a delicious climate. They may not 
be sensible of all its excellencies while in its enjoyment, 
but the want of it is immediately felt, and has an influence 
on all their pleasures. Even the scenery-hunter suhniits 
to this witchery of climate, which casts a charm over the 
secondary beauties of nature, as a sweet and placid loniper 
renders the face of woman more lovely than the Colour of 
a skin, or (he brilliitncy of fine eyes. The Alps and iho 
Apennines furnish a standing proof of ihe trutn of this 
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fact. As respects grandeur, a startling magrii licence, and 
all that at first takes ihe reason, as well as ihe tastes, l>y 
surprise, the first are vasily in advance of the last; yet, no 
man (if feeling or sentiment, probably exer dwelt a livelve- 
month amid each, without becoming more altaclted to the 
last. We wonder at Switzerland, while we get to love 
Italy. The difference is entirely owing to climate ^ for, did 
ihe Alps rise in a lower latitude, they would be abstJiitely 

But Mnvk Woolston had no tlioiight of abandoning (he 
crater and the Peak, Nor did he desire to people them at 
random; crealing a population by any means, incorporating 
moral diseases in his body pglitic by the measures taken tn 
bring it into esistence. On Ihe contrary, it was his wfsh, 
rather, to procure just as much force as might be necessary 
to security, so divided in pursuits and qualities as 1o am- 
dnce to comfort and civilization, and then to trust to the 
tiatiiral increase for the growth that might be desirable in 
[he end. Such a policy eviden ly retpiired caution and 
prudence. The reader will perceive that governor Wool- 
ston was not influenced by the spirit of trade iliat is now 
so active, preferring happiness to wealth, and morals to 

Among Woolston's acquaintances, there was a young 
man of about his own age, of ihe name of Pennock, who 
struck him as a person admirably suited for his purposes. 
This Pennock had married very young, and was already 
the father of three children. He began to feel the pressure 
of society, for he was poor. He was an excellent farmer, 
accustomed to toil, while he was also well educated, having 
been intended for one of the professions. To Pennock 
Mark told his story, exhibited his proofs, and hid bare his 
whole policy, under a pledge of secresy, offering al the 
same time to receive his friend, his wife, children, and two 
unmarried sisters, into the colony, ^fter taking lime to 
reflect and to nonsuit, Pennock accepted the offer ks frank- 
ly as it had been made. From this time .I(jhn Pemiock 
relieved the governor, in a great measure, of the duty of 
BeleCting the remaining emigrants, taking that o(!ioe on 
himsell'. This allowed Mark to attend to his purchases, 
and to getting the ship ready for sea. Two of his oivn 
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brothers, however, expressed n wish to join the new cnm 
munity, and Chnrles and Abraham Woolslon were received 
in (he colimy lists. Half-a-dozen more were ndmitted, bj 
means of direct application tolhe governor himself, though 
the accessions were principall)' obtained through the nego- 
tiations and measures of Peiinock. Al! was done with 
great sect-.-y, it being Mark's anxious desire, dii many ac- 
counts, 1101 to attract public attention to his colony. 

The reasons were nunii^rous and sufficient for this wish 
to remain unknown. In the first place, the policy of re- 
taining the monopoly of ;i tra^le that must be enormously 
profitable, was too obvious to need any arguments to sup- 
port ii. So long as the sandal-wood lasted, so long would 
it be in the pow^ of the colonists to coin money; while 
it was certain that competitors would rush in, the moment 
the existence of this mine of wealth should be known. 
Then, the governor apprehended the cupidity and ambition 
of the old-established governments, when it should be 
known that territory was to be acquired. Il was scarcely 
possible for man to possess any portion of this earth by a 
tide belter than that with which Mark Woolston was in- 
vested with his domains. But, what is right compared to 
might I Of his native country, so abused in our- own times 
for its rapacity, and the desire to extend its dominions by 
any means, Mark felt no apprehension. Of all the power- 
ful nations of the present day, America, though not abso- 
lutely spotless, has probably the least to reproach herself 
with, on the score of lawless and purely ambitious acqui- 
sitions. Even her conquests in open war have been few, 
and are not yet deternimed in character. In the end, it 
will be found that little will lie taken that Mexico could 
keep; and had that nation observed towards this, ordinary 
justice and faith, in her intercourse and treaties, that which 
has so suddenly and vigorously been done would never 
have even been attempted 

It may suit the policy i f those who live under the same 
system, to decrv those who do not but men are not so 
blind that Ihey cann it see the sun at noon daj One na- 
tion makes war beciu«e its consul receives the rap of a 
fan ; and men of a different origin, religion and habits, are 
coerced into •■ubmis-ion as the consequence Another 
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uatwii buf iia towns, and destroys (heir people in thousands, 
because iheir governors will not consent lo admit a poiscn- 
ous drug into their territories; an offence against tlie l.iws 
of trade that can only be expiated by the nilhless march 
of the conqueror. Vet the ru!io)( men of both these com- 
munities aft'eift a great sensibility when the long-slumbering 
young lion of the West rouses himself in his lair, after 
twenty years of forbearance, and stretches out a paw in 
resentment fur outrages that no other nation, conscious of 
his strength, would have endured for as many months, be- 
cause, forsooth, he is the young lion of the West. Never 
mind : by the time New Zealand and Tahiti are broughl 
under the yoke, the Californians may be admitted to an 
equal participation in the rights of American citizens. 

The governor was fully aware of the danger he ran of 
having claims, of some sort or 'other, set up to his islands, 
if be revealed their existence; and he look the greatest 
pains to conceal the fact The arrival of the Rancocus 
was mentioned in (he papers, as a matter of course; but it 
was in a way to induce the reader to suppose she bad met 
with her accident in the midst of a naked reef, and princi- 
pally through the loss of her men; and that, when a few 
of tlie last were regained, the voyage was successfully re- 
sumed and terminated. In that day, the great discovery 
had not been made that rlien were merely incidents of 
newspapers; but the world bad the folly to believe that 
newspapers were incidents of society, and were subject to 
its rules and interest. Some respect (vas paid to private 
rights, and the reign of gossip had not commenced.* 

* We hold in our passesaini] a curious iloi-umenl, tho publicalion 
tif ivhioli might rebuke this spitit of gossip, ami give a siiliiiary 
warning lo ceriain maiiogers of ihfl press, who no sooner bear a 
rumour lb an theyihink ihemselTea jusiitieil in embalming rt among 
the oiber (riillis of their daily eheets. The accurrenues of life 

TenliiM ngninsl him. Dissaiisfieii with defeat, as is apt id bo the 
case, be applied for a new itial. Such an applieation was to bo 

this affidavii, onr coinpetilor swore dislinoiiy and uneqni vocal ly. ro 
eertain ir.iegcd faeiB (we Ibink (o Ihe number of six), every one 
of whioii was untiuo, Fottunatety fcr the parly implicaled, IhB 
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III the last century, hdwever, mailers were no 
quife so far as (hej are al present. No pari of I 
muiiity, cliiimirig nny portion of respectability, wi 
to' publish its own sense of inferiority so opeidy, : 
. eip ahout its fellow-citizens, for no more direct ai 
nf inferiority can he aiiide than this wish I 
tiie subject of any one's private concerus. Consequently 
Mark and his islands escaped. There was no necessity 
for his lellinj^ the insurers anything about the Peak, for 
instance, and on that pnrt of the subject, therefore, he 
wisely held his tongue. Nothing, in short, was said of any 
colony at all. The manner in which the crew had been 
driven away to leeward, and recovered, was told minutely, 
and the whole process by which the shjp was saved. The 
property used, Mark said had been appropriated to his 
wants, without going into details, and the main results 
being so very satisfactory, the insurers asked no further. 

As soun as <iffthe cnpes, the governor set about a serious 
ineestigation of the state of his affairs. In the way of 
cargo, a great many articles had been laid in, which e 
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they might be made Mseful, in a moderate degree, until 
(heir sloutei siibslitules could be reared. Carts and wa- 
gons were pfiivided in suffioieiit numbers. A gi>od aiock 
of iron in bars was laid In, in additintt to that whieh was 
wrought into nails, and other useful articles. Several 
tlmuaand di)l[ara in coin were also provided, bning princi' 
pally in small piece3,>jincliidi:ig copper. But all the enii 
grants took nrnre or less specie with ihera. 

A giHid deal of useful hiiiiher was stowed in the lowni 
hold, though the mill by this time furnished a pretty good 
home supply. The magaziiie was crammed with ammuni- 
tion, and the governor had purchased four light field-guns, 
two three-pounders and two twelve-pound howitzers, with 
their equipments. He had also brought six long, iron 
twelves, ship-guns, with their carriages &c. The last he 
intended for his batteries, (he carronades being too light 
for steady work, and throwing their shot too wild for a 
long range. The last could be mounted on board the dij- 
ferent vessels. The Haiicocus, sUit, h;id an entire new 
armament, having left all her old guns hut two behind 
her. Two hundred muskets were laid in, with fii>y brace 
of pistols. In a word, as many artiis were provided as it 
was thought could, in any emergeitcy, become necessary. 

But it was the humnn portion of his cargo that the 
governor, rightly enough, deemed to be of the greatest 
importance. Much care had been bestowed on the selec- 
tion, which had given all concerned in it not a little trou- 
ble. Morals were the first interest attended to. No one 
was received but those who bore perfectly good characters. 
The next thing was to make a proper division among the 
various trades and pursuits of life. There were carpen- 
ters, masons, blacksmiths, tailors, shoemakers, &c., or, one 
of each, ami sometimes more. Every man was married, 
the only exceptions being in the cases of younger brothers 
and sisters, of whom about a dozen Were admitted ahmg 
with their relatives. The whole of the ships' betwixt 
decks was fitted up for the reception of these emigrants, 
who were two hundred and seven in number, besides chil- 
dren. Of the last there were more than filly, hut they 
were principally of an age to allow of their being put into 
holes and corners. 
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Mark Woolston was much too sensible a man to fall ii.lo 
any of the modern absurdities on 'he subject of equality, 
and a community of interests. Oije or two iiidividualsj 
even in that day, had wished to aecompaiiy him, who were 
for forming an association in which all property should be 
shared in commnn, and in which nothiiig was to be done 
but that which was right. Mark had not tlie least objec- 
ii:.ii in the world to t|ie last proposition, and would havt 
been glad enough to see it carried out to the lelter, though 
he dilTered essentially with the applicants, as to the mi^e 
of achieving so desirable an end. He was of opinion that 
civilization could not exist without property, or property 
without a direct personal interest in both its accumulation 
and its preservation. They, on the other hand, were car- 
ried away by the crotchet that community-labour was belter 
than individual labour, and that a hundred men would ha 
happier and better off with tlieir individualities compressed 
into one, than by leaving them in a hundred subdivisions, as 
Ihey had been placed by nature. The theorists might have 
been right, h.ad it been in their power to compress a hun- 
dred individuals into one, but it was not. After all theit 
efforts, they would still remain a hundred individuals, merely 
banded together linder more restraints, and with less liberty 
than are common. 

Of all sophisms, that is the broadest which supposes per- 
sonal liberty is extended by increasing the power of the 
community. Individuality is annihilated in a thousand 
things, by the community-power that already exists in this 
country, where persecution often follows from a man's 
thinking and acting differently from his neighbours, though 
the law professes to protect him. The reason why this 
power becomes so very formidable, and is often so oppres- 
sively tjrnnnioal in its exhibition, is very obvious. In 
countries where the power is in the hands of the few, public 
sympathy often sustains the man who resists its injustice; 
hut no public sympnihy can sustain him who is oppressed 
by the public itself. This oppression does not often 'exhibit 
itself in fhe form of law, but rather in its denial. He, who 
has a clamour raised against him by numbers, appeals in 
vain to numbers fi>r justice, though his claim may be clear 
«s the sun at noon-day. The divided responsibility of bo- 
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dies of men prevents Hiijtiting like the uimtrol of con- 
science, and the most ruthless wrongs are commitlei!, 
equally without reflection nnil without reiinirse. 

Mark Woolstori had thought ton much on the subject, to 
be tho dupe of any of these visionFiry theories. lnste;id of 
fTUcjing th:it meu never knew iinjlhing previously to the 
i:ist ten years of the eighiennth century, he was of the 
ii|MiiLon of the wisest m^ni who ever lived, th:it ' there was 
iwthidg new under the aun.' That 'circumstances might 
niter cases' he w.is willing enough to allow, nor did lie 
intend to govern the crater liy precisely the same laws aa 
he would govern Pennsylvania, or Japan; but he well under- 
stood, neveriheless, that cerinin great moral trnihs existed 
as the law of the human family, and that they were not to 
be set aside by visionaries; and least of all, with impunity. 

Everything connected with the eolony was stri< lly prauti- 
cal. The decision of certain piunts'had unquestionably given 
the governor trouble, though he got along with them pretty 
well, on the whole. A coupleof young lawyers had desired 
tn go, but he had the prudence to reject them. Law, as a 
science, is a very useful study, beyond a question; but 
the governor, rightly enough, fancied that hla people cnuld 
do without so much science for a few years longer. Then 
another doctor volunteered his services. Mark remem- 
bered the quarrels between his father and his father-in-law, 
and thought it better to die tinder one theory than under 
two. As regards a clergyman, Mark had greater diffi- 
culty. The question of sect was not as seriously debated 
half a century ago as it is to-day; stilt it was debated. 
Bristol had a very ancient society, of the persuasion of 
the Anglican church, and Mark's family belonged to it. 
Bridget, however, was a Presbyterian, and no small por- 
tion of the new colonists were what iaca'led Wet Quakers; 
thnt is, Friends who are not very particular in their opi- 
iiiona or observances. Now, religion often caused more 
fends than anything else; still it was impossible to hiive a 
priest for every persuasion, and one ought to suffice for the 
whole colony. The question was of what sect should that 
one clergyman be? So many prejudices were to bo eon- 
Bulted, that the governor was about to abandon the project 
in despair, when accident deternnined the point, Amons 
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Heaton'a relatives was a jiHiiti^ niiii of tlie (lame of Horn 
blower, no bad appelUiMii, by die way, for one who had 
to sound so many notes of warning, wiio bad received 
priest's orders frmn the. hnnds of the well-known Dr. 
White, so long the presiding Bishop of America, and 
whose constitution imperiouslj' dennnded a milder cliir.iCe 
than that in which he fhen lived. As resjjeda bin;, it be- 
came H i]ueslion purely of humanity, the divine being ton 
poor to travel on his own account, and he was received oti 
boiird the Rancocus, with his wife, his sisler, and two 
children, that be might have the beneBt of living within 
the tropics. The matter was fully explained lo the other 
emigrants, who could not raise objections if they would, 
but who really were not disposed to do so in a case of 
snch obvious motives. A good portion of them, probably, 
canie to the conclusion that Episcopalian ministrations 
were better than none, though, to own the truth, the 
liturgy gave a goi>d deal of scandal to a certain portion of 
their number. Readi"g prayers was so profane a thing, 
thill these individuals could scarcely consent to be present 
at such a vain ceremony; nor was the discontent, on tliis 
preliminary point, fully disposed oruntil the governor once 
asked the principal objector how he got along with the 
Lord's Prayer, which was not only written and printed, 
but which usually was committed to memory 1 Notwith- 
standing this difficulty, the emigrants did get along with it 
wiihout many qualms, and most of them dropped quietly 
into the habit of worshipping agreeably to a liturgy, just 
as if it were not the terrible profanity that some of them 
had imagined. In this way, many of our most intense pre- 
judices get lost in new communications. 

It is "not our intention lii accompany the Rancocus, 
day by day, in her route. She touched at Rio, and 
sailed again at the end of eight and forty hours. The 
passage round the Horn was favourable, and having got 
well to the westward, away the ship went for her port. 
One of the cows got down, and died before it could be re- 
lieved, in a gale (iff ihe c^ipe; but no other accident worlh 
itieitlioning occurred. A child died with convulsions, in 
coiiseqiieiice of teething, a few days later; but this did not 
diminish the number on board, as three were born tim 
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Bamft week. The ship had now been at sea one hundred 
and sixty days, counting the time passed at Rio, and a 
general impatience to arrive pervaded ihe vessel. If the 
truth must be said, some of the emigrants bagnn to doubt 
the governor's ability to find his islands again, though none 
doubted of their existence. The Kannakaa, however, tie- 
dared that they began to smell home, and it is odd enough, 
that this declaration, coming as it did from ignorant nien_. 
who made it merely on a fanciful suggestion, obtained 
more credit with most of the emigrants, than all the gover- 
nor's instruments and observations. 

O^ne day, a little before noon it was, Mark appeared on 
deck with his quadrant, and aS he cleaned the glasses of 
the instrument, he announced his conviction that the ship 
would shortly make the group of the crater. A current 
liiid set him further north than he intended to go, but 
having hauled up to southwest, he waited only for noon to 
iiscertain his latitude, to be certain of his position. As 
Ihe irovernor maintained a proper distance from his people, 
and was not in the habit of making unnecps.snry commu- 
nications to them, his present frankness told fiir so much 
ihe more, and it produced a very general excitement in the 
ship. All eyes were on the look-out for land, greatly in- 
creasing the chances of its being shortly seen. The ob- 
servation came at noon, as is customary, and the governor 
Iburii) he wns about thirty miles to the northward of the 
group of islands he was seeking. By his calculation, he 
was still to the eastward of it, and he hauled up, hoping to 
fall in with the land well to windward. Alier standing on 
ihree hours in the right direction, the look-outs from the 
cross-trees declared no land was visible ahead. For one 
moment the dreadful apprehension of the group's having 
sunk under another convulsion of nature crossed Mark's 
Mund, but he eiitcrtained that notion for a minute only. 
Then came the cry of "sail hoi" to cheer everybody, and 
lo give them something. else to think of. 

This was the first vessel the Rancocus had seen since 
she left Rio. It was to windward, and appeared to be 
standing down before the wiwd. In an hour's time the 
two vessels were near enough to each other lo enable the 
^>l:iss to distinguish objects; and the quarter-deck, im board 
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the Rancocus, were aU engaged in looking at the stran- 
ger. 

■' 'Tis the Merinnid," said Mark to Beits, " and it's all 
right. Though what that craft can be doing here to wind- 
ward of the islands is more than I can iinHgine!" 

" Perhaps, sir, they's a cruising arter us," answered 
Bob. " This is about the time they nnghc to be expecfin' 
on us; and who knows hut Madam Woolston and Friend 
Slarthy-iTiay not have taken it into their heads to come out 
a bit to see arter their lawful husbands?" 

The governor smiled at this conceit, but continued his 
observations in silence. 

" She behaves very strangely, Belts," Mark, at length, 
said, "Just take a look at her. She yaws like a galliot 
in a gale, and takes the whole road like a drunken man. 
'I'here can be no one at the helm." 

"And how lubberly, sir, her canvas is set I Just look at 
that main-taw-sail, sir; one of ihe sheets isn't home by a 
fathom, while the yard is braced in, till it 's almost aback !" 

The governor walked the deck for five minutes in in- 
tense thought, though occasionally he stopped to look at 
Ihe brig, now within a league of them. Then he suddenly 
called out to Bob, to " see all clear for action, and to ge 
everything ready lo go to quarters " 

This order set every one in motion The women ano 
children were hurried below, and the men, who hid been 
constanity exercised, now, for five months, took then ata- 
tions-with the regularity of old seamen The guns were 
cast loose — ten eighteen-pound cnrronades and two nines, 
the new armament — cartridges were got reidy, shot placed 
at hand, and all the usual dispositions for combnt were 
made. While this was doing, the two vessch were fd-t 
drawing nearer to each other, and were soon within gun- 
shot. But, no one on board the Rnncocus knew what to 
make of the evolutions of the Mermaid Most of her or- 
dinary sqnare-sails were set, though not one of them all 
was sheeted home, or well hoisted An attempt had been 
made to lay the yards square, but one yard arm wis braced 
in too far, another not far enough, and nothing hke order 
anpeared to have prevailed at tke sail-trimming. But, the 
ff-«ning of the brig was the most remarkable. Her general 
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iMHirse would spom to be dead before the wind ; but she 
ynwed inr-essaiitl)', and often so broadly, as lo catch siyir.e 
of her light snils iiback. Most vessels take a good dea ci' 
room in runiiing down before the wind, and in a sw;ll; 
but the Mermaid took a great deal more than was Cjn,- 
moii, and could scarce be said lo look any way in i>ai- 
liculiir. All this the governor observed, as the vesselrf 
approached nearer and nearer, as well as the movements 
of those of the crew who showed themselves in the rig- 

" Clear away a bow-gun," cried Mark, to Betts — " some- 
thing dreadful must have happened; that brig is in posses- 
sion of the savages, who do not know how to handle her !" 

This a nnoiin cement produced a stir on board the Ran* 
CMUS, as may well be imagined. If the savages had the 
brig, they probably hiid the group also; and what had be- 
come of the colonists? The next quarter of an hour was 
one of the deepest expectation with all in the ship, and of 
intense agony with Mark. Betts was greatly distuibed 
also ; nor WDuld it have been safe for one of VVaally's men 
to hive been within reach of his arm, jijst then. Could it 
lie possible that Oornony had yielded to temptation and 
played them f.dse? The governor could hardly believe it; 
and, as for Belts, he protested loudly it could not be so. 

*' Is that bow-gun ready?" demanded the governor, 

"Ay, ay, sir; all ready." 

" Fire, but elevate well — we vrill only frighten them, at 
first. Wo beiide them, if they resist." 

Betts did tire, and to the astonishment of everybody, the 
brig returned a broadside ! But resistance ceased with this 
one act of energy, if it could be so termed. Although five 
guns were actually fired, and nea'rly simultaneously, no 
aim was even attempted. The shot all flew off at a lan- 
gt;nt from the position of the ship; and no harm was done 
111 !iny but the savages themselves, of whom three or four 
were injured by the recoils. From the moment the noise 
and smoke were produced, everything like order ceased 
on board the brig, which was filled with savages. The 
veaael broached to, and the sails caught aback. All thia 
lime, the Rancocus was steadily drawing nr^arer, with an 
<*>ieBt to board ; but, unwilling to expose his people, most 
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of wticm were unpractised in striTe, in a hand-to-hand con- 
fiici v;iih ferocious savages, the giiveiiior ordered a gun 
loaded *ith grape ta be discharged into the brig. This 
decided the affiiir at once. Half a dozen were killed or 
woHnded; some ran below; a few took refuge in the lojj; 
but most, without the slightest hesitation, jumped over- 
hoard. To the surprise of all who saw thein, the men iii 
the water began io swim directly to windward; a circum- 
ataiice which indicated that either land or canoes were to 
be found in that <|uarter of the ocean Seeing the stFite 
(f things on board the brig Mirk liiflVd up under her 
G uuter and laid her aboard In a minute he ind tneiiiy 
chosen men were on her decka in an ther the vessels 
were again cle<jr if each other and the Mermiid under 
command 

No sooner dii the governor dischirge his duties is a 
aeiman than he pas>:ett bel iw In the cabin he fiund Mr 
Sounders (or Capt-im Saunder« is he was called by the 
col mists ) bound hind and foot His steward was in the 
same situation and Bigelow was found al'-o a prconer in 
the steerage These were all the cil nists on btrird and 
all but two who had been on board when the vessel was 
tiktn 

Ciptain Siunders could lell the goiernor very hitle more 
than he saw with his own eyes One lact of importance, 
however, he could and did communicate, which wis this 
Instead of being to windward ot the ciater, as Mark sup- 
posed, he was to leeward of it the current" no doubt 
having set the ship to the westwird fister thin hid been 
thought. Ranc'ocus Island would hive been nnde by sun- 
set, had the ship stood on in the course she wjs steering 
when she made the Mermaid. 

But the most important fact wis trie safety of the fe- 
males. They were all at the Peak, where they had lived 
for the last six months, or ever ^ince the death of the good 
Ooroony had again placed W a illy in the ascendant 
Ooronny's son was overturned immedialely on the decease 
of the father, who died a natural death and Waally disre- 
garded the taboo, which he persuaded his people could 
have no sanctity as applied to the whites The plunder of 
these last, with the possession of the Ireisure ot iron and 
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copper (hat was to- be fijuiid in their vessels, had indeed 
bfiea tlie principal bribe with which the tiirbuhint iind 
aiubilioiis ciiicf reirahied his power. The war did not 
b k u I e e as soo as Wdally Ud effected ihe 
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the very morning of the day in which she was fallen in 
wiih by the governor. Her crew consisted only of Cap- 
tFiin Saunders, Bigelow, the cook and steward, and two 
of ibe people engaged at Canton — one of whom was a 
very good-for-nothing Chinaman. The two last had the 
]iii)k-out, got drunk, and permittee! a fleet pf hostile can<ies 
to get alorigi^ide in the dark, being knocked on the head 
and tossed overboard, as the penalty of this neglect of 
duty. The others owed their lives tci the circumstance lif 
being taken in their sleep, when resistance was out of the 
qnrstion. In the morning, the brig's cable was cut, sail 
was set, after a fashion, and an attempt was made to carry 
the vessel over to Beito's group. It is very questionable 
whether she ever could have arrived; but that point was 
disposed of by the opportune appearance of tlie Ran- 

Saunders could communicate nothing of the . 
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course of the invaders. He had been kept below the whole 
time, niid did nut even know how man}' caniies composed 
the fleet. The gang in possession of the Mermaid was 
uiic|erstood, however, to be but a verj smnl] part of Waally's 
force present, that chief leading in person. By certeiu 
half-comprehended dedariitioiis of his conquerors, Cnpt^in 
Saunders understood that the rest had entered the channel, 
with a view to penetrate to the crater, where Socrates, 
Unus fliid Wattles were residing, with iheir wives and fanii- 
lies, and where no greater force was left when the Mer- 
maid sailed. The property there, however, was out of alt 
proportion in value lo the force of those whose business it 
was to lake care of it. In consequence of the Rancocus's 
removal, several buildings had been constructed on the 
Reef, and one house of very t-especiable dimensions had 
been put up on the Sonninit. It is true, these houses were 
not very highly finished; but they were of great value to 
persons in the situation of the colonists. Most of the hogs, 
moreover, were still rooting and tearing up the thuusand- 
acre prairie; where, indeed, they roamed very much in a 
state of nature. Socrates occ: 
boat-load of ' truck' from the ■ 
amicable relations with them; 
than so many wild animals, in > 
not yet been time materially ti 

the whole, including young and old, there must have been 
near two hundred of these animals altogether, their in- 
crease being very rapid. Then, a large amount of the 
stores sent from Canton, including most of the iroTi, was 
in store at the crater; all of which would lay at the mercy 
of Waally's men ; for the resistance to be expected from 
the (hree in possession, could not amount to nuich. 

The governor was prompt enough in his. decision, as 
soon as he understood the facts of (he case. 'I he first 
thing was to bring the vessels close by the wind, and to 
pass as near as possible over the ground where the swim- 
mers were to be found ; for Mark could not bear the idea 
of abandoning a hundred of his fellow- creatures in the 
midst of the ocean, though they were enemies and savages. 
By making short stretches, and tacking two or three times, 
the colonists found themselves in the midst of the swim- 
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mers ; iidi one in ten of wlionrt would probably ever hiive 
reached the land, but for the humaintj' of their foe. Alitng- 
side of IJie Mermsid were three or fiwr canoes; and these 
were cast adrift at the right moment, without any parley- 
ing. The Indians were quick enough at understanding the 
meaning of this, and swam to the canoes from all sides, 
though still anxious lo get clear of the vessels. On board 
tht? last canoe the governor put all his prisoners, when he 
deemed himself happily quit of the whole gang. 

There were three known chiinnels by which the Ranco- 
eusciiuld be carried quite up to the crater. Mark chose 
that which came in from the northward, both because it 
was the nearest, and because he could lay Wis course in it, 
without tacking, for most of the way. Acquainted now 
with his position, Mark had no difficulty in finding the 
entrance of this channel. Furnishing the Mermaid with 
a dozen hands, she was sent to the western roads, to inter- 
cept Waally's fleet, should it be coming out with the booty. 
In about an hour after the Raucocus altered her course, 
she made the land ; and, just as the sun was setting, she 
got so close in a's to be able to anchor in the northern 
roads, where there was not only a lee, but good holding- 
ground. Here the ship passed the night, the governor not 
liking to venture into the narrow passages in the dark. 



CHAPTER XXI. 



K the governor deemed it prudent to anchor for 
the night, he did not neglect the precnuiion of reconnoi- 
tring. Belts wiis sent towards the Reef, in a boat well 
armed and manned, in order to ascertain the state of things 
in that quarter. His instructions directed him to push for- 
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ward as lar as he could, and if possible lo hold some soh 
of communication with Socrates, who might now he consi- 
dered as cojnmander at the point assailed. 

Fortunate was it that llie governor hetliought him of this 
measure. As Belts had the ship's launch, which carried two 
logg-saiis, his progress was both easy and rapid, and he 
actually got iu sight of the Reef before midnight. To his 
astonishment, all seemed to be tranquil, and Eetts al first 
believed that the savages had completed their work and 
departed. Being a bold fellow, however, a distant recon- 
noitring did not satisfy him; and on he went, until* his 
boat fairly lay alongside of the natural quay of the Reef 
itself. Here he landed, and marched towards the entrance 
of the crater. The gate was negligently open, and on 
entering the spacious area, the men found all quiet, with- 
out any indications of recent violence. Betts knew that 
those who dwelt in this place, usually preferred the Sum- 
mit ti>r sleeping, and Ixe ascended to one of the huts tliat 
had been erected there. Here he found ihe whole of the 
little garrison of the group, buried iri sleep, and totally 
without any apprehension of the danger which menaced 
them. As it now appeared, Waally's men had no) yet 
shown themselves, and Socrates knew nothing at all of 
what had happened to the brig. 

Glad enough was the negro to shake hands with Belts, 
and to hear that Master Mark was so tiear at hand, with a 
powerful reinforcement. The party already arrived migiit 
indeed be termed the last, for the governor had sent with 
his first officer, on this occasion, no less than five-and- 
twenty men, each completely armed. With such a garri- 
son, Belts deemed the crater safe, and he sent back the 
launch, with four seamen in it, to report the condition in 
which he had found matters, and to communicate at! else 
that he had learned. This done, he turned his attejition 
lo the defences of the place. 

According to Socrates' account, no great loss in pro- 
peit) would l>e likely to occur, could the colonists make 
good the Reef agaiuit their invaders The Abraham was 
oier at the Peak, safe enough m the cove, as was the Ne- 
shaniony and several of the boats, only two or three of the 
-milhr of the last being with him The hogs and cows 
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were imisl exposed, though nearly half of the stock waa 
HOW hiibituiilly kept on the Peak. Stil), a couple of hnn- 
Ired hogs were on the prairie, as were no less thnii eight 
lionied cniile, including ciilves. The loss nf the hst svould 
be grently felt, ami it was much to be feiired, since the 
creatures were very gentle, and might be easily caught. 
Belts, however, had fewer apprehensions tiihchinjr the cattle 
than for the hogs, since the latter might be slain with arrows, 
while he was aware that Waally wished tu obtain the first 
ilive. 

Agreeably to the accounts of Socrates, the progress of 
vegeiatiou hiid been very great throughout the entire group. 
Grass grew wherever the seed was sown, provided anything 
like soil existed, and the prairie was now a vast range, most 
of which was green, and all of which was firm enough to 
bear a hoof. The trees, of all sorts, were flourishing also, 
and Belts was assured he would not know the group again 
when he came to see it by day-light. All this was pleasant 
intelligence, at least, to the fiiiger listeners among the new 
colonists, who had now been so long on board ship, that 
anything in the shape of ti-rrn firma, and of verdure ap 
peared lo them like paradise. But Belts had too many 
things to think of, just then, to give much heed to the 
eulogium of Socrates, and he soon bestowed all his atten- 
tion on the means of defenc-e. 

As there was but one way of approaching the crater, 
unless by water, and that was alotig the hog pasture Bnd 
across the plank bridge, Bob felt the prudence of imme- 
diately taking possession of the piss He ordered Socrates 
to look tj the gate where he stationed a gmrd and went 
h mself with ten men to make sure of the bridge. It was 
tr le Waally's men could swim -ind would nit be very apt 
to piuse I ins ''I the bnsin but it would be an advantage 
t> fiuht ihem while in the wiler thit ought not to he 
thrinn away The c irromdes were all iiaded moreover; 
and ihese precautions tiken and sentinels posted, Betts 
suffered liia men to sleep on their ar ns if sleep they could. 
Their situiiinn uas so novel ihit few avTiled themselves 
ol ihe priulege thiugh their oramanding officer, himiiJf, 
wa'5 soon snoring most mnsicallj 

As might h-\ve beer expected, Wa^l[) made his assiiull 
27 
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jus! as the dny appeared. Befiire that time, however, (he 
launch had got back to the ship, and" the latter was under 
way, coming fast towards the crater. Uiikuown to all, 
though anticipated by Mark, the Mermaid had entered tlie 
western passage, and was beating up through it, closing 
fiSt also on Waally's rear. Such was tlie stale of things, 
when the yell of the assailants was heard. 

Waally made his first push for the bridge, expecting to 
find it unguarded, and hoping to cross it unresisted. He 
knew that the ship was gone, and no longer dreaded Iter 
fire; but he was fully aware that the Summit had ils guns, 
and he wished to seize them while his men were still im- 
pelled by the ardour of a first onset. Those formidable 
engines of war were held in the most profound respect by 
all his people, and Waally kneW the importance of success 
in a rapid movement. He had gleaned so much informa- 
tion concerning the state of the Reef, that he expected no 
great resistance, fiilly believing that, now he had seized 
the Mermaid, his enemies would be reduced in numbers 
to less than half-a-dozen. In all this, he was right enough; 
and there can be no question that Socrates and his whole 
party, together with the Reef, and for that matter, the 
entire group, would have fallen into his hands, but for the 
timely arrival of the reinforcement. The yell arose when 
it was ascertained that the bridge was drawn in, and it 
was succeeded by a volley from the guard posted near it, 
on the Reef. This commenced the strife, which imme- 
diately raged with great fury, and with prodigious clamour. 
Waaliy had all his muskeis fired, too, though as yet he saw 
no enemy, and did not know in what direction to aim. 
He could see men moving about on the Reef, it is true, 
but it was only at moments, as they mostly kept themselves 
behind the covers. After firing his muskets, the thief 
issued an order for a charge, and several hundreds of hia 
warriors plunged into the basin, and began to suitn to- 
wards the point to he assailed. This movement admo- 
nished Belts of the prudence of retiring towards the gate, 
which he did in good order, and somewhat deliberTitely.- 
This.time, Waally iiciually got his men upon the Reef 
without a panic and without loss. They landed in a crowd, 
and were soon rushing in all directions, eager for plunder. 
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ar.J thirsting for blood. Betis was eiinhled, notwithstand- 
ing to enter the gate, wliich he did without delay, per- 
fectly eatistied that all eSbrts of his to resii^t t!ie lorreiil 
wiilxiiit must be vain. As siioii as his pwty had entered, 
(he gate was closed, and Betls was at libertj lo bestow ali 
his care on the delence of the crarer. 

The great extent of tiie citadel, which contained an area 
t less than a hundred acres, it will be remembered. 



rendered i 



I very insiimcient for a siege. 



probable that no one there wuuld have thought of defend- 
ing it, but for the certainty of powerful support being ■at 
hand. This certainty encouraged the garrison, rendering 
their exertions more ready and cheerful. Betts divided 
his incn into parties of two, scattering tliem along the 
Summit, with orders to be vigiiant, and to support each 
other. Ii was well known that a man could not enter from 
tvithout unless by the gate, or sided by ladders, or some 
other mechanical invention. The time necessary to pro- 
ride the last would bring broad daylight, aitd enable the 
colonists to march such a force to the menaced point, as 
would be preiiy certain to prove sufficient to resist the 
assailants. The gate itself was commanded by a carroiiade, 
and was watched by a guard. 

Great was the disappointment .of Waally when he ascer- 
tained, by personal examination, that the Summit could 
not be scaled, even by the most active of his party, without 
recourse to assistance, by means of artificial contrivances. 
He had the sagacity to collect all his men immediately be- 
neath the natural walls, where they were alone safe from 
the lire of the guns, but where they were also useless. A 
large pile of iron, an article so coveted, was in plain sight, 
beneath a shed, but he did not dare lo send a single hand 
to touch It, since it would have brought ihe Hdventurer 
under fire. A variety of other articles, almost as tempting, 
though not perhaps of the same intrinsic value, lay ithn in 
sight, hut were tabooed by the magic of powder and balls. 
Eieien hundred warriors, as'^was afterwards ascertained, 
landed on the Reef that eventful morning, and asseniblell 
under the walls of the crater. A hundred more remained 
in the cinoes, which lay about a league off, in the western 
pa-sag( or lo leeward, i waiting the reauk of the enterprise 
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The first effort made by Wsally was to throw a force 
upward, by rearing one man on sniilher's shoulders. This 
scheme succeeded in part, but the fellow whii first shdwed 
his he^d iibove the perpendicular part of the clitT, recpived 
iihiiilet in Wis brains. The musket uus. fired by the hnnds 
<>r Socrates. This one discharge brought down the whole 
fabric, several of those who fell sustaitiing serious injuries, 
in tiie way of broken bones, 'i'he cnpipletely isolated |)o- 
sition of the crater, which stood, as it might be, aloof from 
ail surrounding objects, added materially to its strength in 
a military sense, and Waiilly was puzzled how to overcome 
difficulties that might have embarrassed a more civilized 
soldier. For the first time in his life, that warrior had 
encountered a sort of fortress, which coijd be entered only 
by regular approaches, unless it might be carried by a 
coiip de main. At the latter the savages were expert 
eitoiigli, and on it they had mainly relied ; but, disappointed 
in this respect, they found themselves thrown back on re- 
sources that were far from being equal to the emergency. 

Tired of inactivity, VVaally finally decided on making a 
desperate effort. The ship-yard was still kept up as a place 
for the repairing of boats, &c., and it always had more or 
less lumber lying in, or near it. Selecting a party of a 
hundred resolute then, and placing them under the oiders 
of one of his bravest chiefs, Waally sent them ofi", on the 
run, to bring as much timber, boards, planks, &.c., as they 
could carry, within the cover of the cliffs. Now, Betts 
had foreseen the probability of this very sortie, and had 
levelled one of his cnrronades, loaded to the muzzle with 
canister, directly at the largest pile of the planks. No 
sooner did the adventurers appear, therefore, than he blew 
his match. The savages were collected around the planks 
in a crowd, when he fired his gun. A dozen of them feil, 
and the rest vanished like so much dust scattered by a 
whirlwind. 

Jusl at. that moment, the cry passed along the Summit 
that the Rancocus was in sight. The governor must liave 
heard thereport of thegun, for he discharged one in reiurn, 
an encouraging signal of his approach. In a minute, a 
third came from the westward, and.B^tts saw the sails of 
the Mermaid over the low land. It is scarcely uecesaart 
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:o aijil, lliat tlie repnrtf! of the two guns from a distance, 
and the nppearitnce of ilie two vessels, put an eiiJ m ouoe 
to all Wually's schemes, and induced him to comnieiice, 
with tlie least possible delay, a secmid retreat from the spot 
which, like Nelson's frigates, might atmoai be said to be 
itopriiited an his heart. 

Waaliy retired successfully, if not with much dignity. 
At a givei. signal hia men rnslied for the water, plunged in 
and swam across the basin again. - It was in Betta's powef 
to have killed many on the retreat, but he was averse to 
shedding blood unnecessarily. Filly lives, more or less, 
could be of no great moment in the result, as soon as a 
retreat was decided on ; and the savages were peniiiited to 
retire, and to carry off their killed and wounded wirliout 
molestation. The last was done by wheeling forward the 
planks, and crossing at the bridge. 

It was far easier, however, for Waally lo gain his canoes, 
than to know which way to steer after he had reached them. 
The Mermaid cut otT his retreat by the western passage, 
and the Raucocua was coming fast alongtbe nortiiern. In 
order to reach either the eastern, or the southern, it would 
be necessary to pass within gun-nhot of the Iteef, and, 
what was more, lo run the gauntlet between [he crater and 
the Rancocus. To this danger Waally was compelled to 
submit, since he had no other means of withdrawing his 
fleet. It was true, that by paddling to windward, he greatly 
lessened the danger be ran from the two vessels, suice it 
would not be in their power to overtake him in the narrow 
channels of the group, so long as he went in the wind's 
eye. It is probable that the savages understood ibis, and 
that the circumstance greatly encouraged them in the elTorl 
they immediately made to get into the eastern passage. 
Betts permitted them to pass the Reef, without firing at 
them again, though some of the canoes were at least half 
an hour wiihin the rarige of his guns, while doing so. It 
wan lucky for the Indians that the Rancocus did not arrive 
until the last of their party were as far (o windward as the 
spot where the ship had anchored, when she was first brought 
up by artificial means into those waters. 

Betts went off to meet the governor, in order to make 
m early report of hie proceedings. It was apparent that 
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thR langer was over, and Wonlstnn was not sorry lo find 
that success was obtaiiiCil without recourse t- iiis balie- 
ries. The ship went iinmedintely alongside of the natural 
qua), and her people poured ashore, in a crowd, the instant 
a plank could be run out, in order lo enable them to do so. 
In an hour the cows were landed, and were grazing in the 
crater, where the grass was knee-high, and everything pos- 
sensing life was out of the ship, the r.ats and coek-roachea 
perhaps excepted. As for the enemy, no one now cared for 
ihem. The man aloft said they could be seen, paddling 
away as if for life, and already too far for pursuit. It would 
have been easy enough for the vessels to cutoff the fugitives 
by going into the offing again, but this was not the desire of 
^ny there, all being loo happj to be rid of them, lo take 
iny steps to prolong the intercourse 

Great WIS the delight of the colonisfi to be once more 
on the land Under ordinary circumstances, the inimi- 
lirnnCS might not have seen so many charms in the Reef 
and crater, and hog-lot, but five months it sea hue a 
powerful mfluence in rendering the mftbt birren spot beau- 
tiful Barrenness, however, wa'" a reproich ihit could no 
longer be just!} applied to the group, and raosi eipeci illy 
to those portions of it which had receiied the attention of 
its people Eieu trees were beginning to be numerous, 
thousands of them having been phnted, some for their 
fruit's, some for their wood, and others merely for the 
shide Of willows, alone, Socrate" nith his own hdnd 
hnd set out more thin ftve thouinnd, the operation being 
fcimplj that of thrusting the end of a brinch into the mud 
Of the rapidity of the growth, it is scaroel) nece^siry to 
speik , though It quadrupled that known eien to the most 
fertile regions of AineriLj. 

Here, then, was Mark once more at home, after so long 
a passage. There was his ship, too, well freighted with a 
hundred things, all of which would contribute to the com- 
fort and well-being of the colonists! It was a moment 
when the governor's heart was overflowing with gratitude, 
and could he then have taken Bridget and his children in 
his arms, the cup of happiness would have been full, Brid- 
get was not forgotten, however, for in leas than half an 
hour after the ship was^secured. Belts sailed in the Nesha- 
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mony, for ihe Peak ; he was to carry aver the joyful tiilings, 
ind to bring the ' governor's lady' to the Reef Ere the 
sun set, or about that lime, his return might be expected, 
the Neshamotiy making the trip in much leas time than 
one of the smaller boats. It was not necessary, however, 
for Betls to go so far, for when he had fairly cleared C^ipe 
South, and was in the strait, he fell in with the Abraham, 
l)oiind over to the Reef. It appeared -that some signs of 
the hostile Cannes liad been seen from the Peak, as Waally 
was crossing. from Rancocua Island, and, after a council, 
it had been decided to send the Abraham across, to notify 
Ihe people on the Reef of the impending danger, and to 
aid iti repelling the enemy. Bridget and Martha had both 
come in the schooner; the first, to look after the rninv valu- 
ables he had left at the ' govern h se h S , 
and the last, as her companion. 

We leave the reader to irnag h j y I w I - 

bited, when those on board the Al h m d he . 

arrival of the Rancocns! Brid w d 

greatly did she exult in her own d n 

this occasion, and to bring her h Id w h 1 . . Af he 
ftrst burst of happiness, and the necessary explanations had 
been made, « consultation was had touching what was next 
to be done. Brown was in command of the Abraham, with 
a sufficient crew, and Bells sent him to windward, outside 
of everything, to look after the enemy. It was thought 
desirable not only to see Waally well clear of the group, 
but to force him to pass oft' to the northward, in order ihat 
he might not again approach ihe Reef, as well as to give 
hiin so much annoyance on his retreat, as to sicker! him 
of these expeditions for the future. For snch a service the 
schooner was much the handiest of. all the vessels of the 
colonists, since she might be worked by a couple of hands, 
and her armament was quite sufficient for all that was 
required of her, on the occasion. Brown was every way 
competent to command, as Belts well knew, and he re- 
ceived the females on board the Neshamony, and pul 
about, leaving the schooner to turn to windward. 

Bridget reached the Reef before it was no<m. All the 
proceedings of that day had commenced so early, that there 
had been time for this. The governor saw the Nesha- 
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monv, as she npproached, and grcnl. uneasiness besel him 
He knew she had not heen as far as llie Penk, and sup- 
posed that Wanliy'a fleet had intercepted her, Belts cimiing 
back for rein force men IS. But, as the boat drew near, the 
fluttering of female dresses was seen, and then his unerring 
glab.. let him ijet a distant view nf the sweet face of bis 
^uiig wife. From that moment the governor was incapa- 
ble of giving a coherent or useful order, until Bridget had 
arrived. Vessels that CHme in from the southward were 
ohlijred to_pasa through -the narrow entrance, between the 
Reef and ilie Hog Lot, where was the drawbridge so often 
mentioned. There was water enough to float a frigate, 
flnri !t was possible to take a frigate through, the width 
beiiiff about fifty feet, ihniigh as yet nothing larger than 
the friend Abraham VVhite bad made the trial. At this 
point, then, Woolston took his station, waiting the arrival 
of the Neshamony, witli an impatience he w!is a little 
ashamed of exhibiting. 

Pfltls saw the governor, in good time, and pointed him 
out to Bridget, who could hardly he kept on board the 
J)oat, ao slow did the progress of the craft now seem. But 
the tender love which this young couple bore each other 
was soon to be rewarded; for Mark sprang on board the 
Nechaiiiony as she went through the narrow pass, and im- 
mediately he had Bridget folded to his heart. 

J■'^reigners are apt to say that we children of this western 
worid do not submit to the tender emotions with the same 
self-abandonment as those who are born nearer to the rising 
sun ; that our hearts are as cold and selfish as our manners; 
and that we live more for the lower and grovelling passions, 
than for sentiment and the affections. Most sincerely do 
we wish that every charge which European jealousy, and 
Eu-'ipean superciliousness, have brought against the Ame- 
rican character, was as false as this. That the people of 
this country are more restrained in (he exhibition of all 
their emotions, than those across the great waters, we be- 
lieve; but, that the last feel the most, we shall be very 
unwilling to allow. Most of all shall we deny that the 
temale form contains hearts more true to all its affections, 
spi* ts more devoted to the interests of its earthly head, or 
to identity of existence more perfect than tht^e with whicb 
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tlie American wife clings to her husband. She ia literallj 
" bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh." It is seldom 
that her wishes crces the Hmits-of the domestic circle, 
ivhich to her is earth itself, and all that it contains which 
IS mnat desiiable. Her husband and children compose her 
little world, and beyond them and their sympathies, it ia 
rare mdeed that her truant affections ever wish to stray. 
A part of this concentration of the American wife's exist- 
ence ni these domestic interests, is doubtless owing to (he 
'■impliciiy of American life and the a&sence of temptation. 
Still, BO deroted is the female heart so true to its impulses 
and so little apt to wa der fro n I me feeli igs and 1 ome- 
duties, that the imputal on to vhich there s alius on 13 
juii (hat, of all others to whicl the v es of tl e repuH c 
iiught not to be subject 

It was even-tide before the governor s lira seen 
unong hia people. Bythstirae (he mm grants I dtlei 
their first survey of tie Reef and the nearest sla ds 
which the least sanguine f t! e r mbers adm tied qu te 
equalled the Htatements ihey had orig nallj leard ot the 
advantages of the place It was perhaps fortunate that 
the fruits of the tropics were so abundant with Socrates 
and his companions. By this time, oranges abounded, more 
than a thousand trees having, from time to time, been 
planted in and around the crater, alone. Groves of them 
were also appearing in favourable spots, on the adjacent 
islands. It is true, these trees were yet too young to pro- 
duce very bountifully; but they had begun to bear, and it 
was thought a very delightful thing, among the fresh arri- 
vals from Pennsylvania, to be able to walk in an orange 
grove, and to pluck the fruit at pleasure 1 

As for figs, melons, limea, shaddocks, and even cocoa- 
nuts, all were now to''be had, and in quantities quite suffi- 
cient for the population. In time, the colonists craved the 
apples of their own latitude, and the peach ; those two 
fruits, so abundant and ao delicious in their ancient homes; 
but the novelty was still on them, and it required time to 
learn the fact that we tire less of the apple, and the peach, 
and the potato, than of any other of the rarest gifts of 
nature. That which the potato has become among vege- 
tables, is the apple among fruits; and when we rise into 
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the mere luscious and temporary of the boiiiitiful productii 
of horticulture, the peach (in its perfection) occupies a 
place altogether apart, having no rival. in its exquisite fla- 
', while it never produces satiety. The peach and the. 

, le ate the two most precious of the gifts of Providence, 
1 the way of fruits. 

That night, most of the iramigrahts slept in the ship; 
nearly all of them, however, for (he last time. About ten 
in the forenoon, Brown came running down to the Reef, 
through the eastern passage, to report Waally well off, hav- 
ing quitted the group 'to-windward, and made the best of 
his way towards his own islands, without turning aside to 
make a starting-point of Rancocus. It was a good deal 
questioned whether the chief would find his proper domi- 
nions, aft.er a run of four hundred miles ; for a very trifling 
deviation from the true course at starting, would be very 
apt to bring him out wide of his goal. This was a matter, 
however, that gave the colonists very little concern. The 
greater the embarrassraenls encountered by tlieir enemies, 
the less likely would they be lo repeat the visit ; and should 
a few perish, it might be all the better for themselves. The 
governor greatly approved of Brown's course in not follow- 
ing the canoes, since the repulse was sufficient as it was, 
and there was very little, probability that the colony would 
meet with any further difficulty from this quarter, now that 
it had got to be ao strong. 

That day and the next, the immigrants were busy in 
landing their effects, which consisted of fnrnilure, tools 
and stores, of one sort and another. As the governor 
intended to send, at once, forty select families over to the 
Peak, the Abraham was brought alongside of the quay, and 
the property of those particular families was, as it came 
ashore, sent on board the schobner. Mates and females 
were all employed in this duty, the Reef resembling a bee- 
hive just at that point. Bill Brown, who still commanded 
the Abraham, was of course present; and he made an 
occasion to get in company with the governor, with whom 
he held the following short dialogue : 

"A famous ship's company is this, sir, you've landed 
among us, and some on 'em is what I calls of the right 
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" I understand you, Bill," answered Mark, smiling 
" Your commission has been duly executed ; and Phcebe is 
here, resdy to be spliced as soon as there shall he an op- 
portunity." 

"That is easily enough made, when people's so in- 
clined," said Bill, tidgetiiig. " If you'd be so good, sir, 
as just to point out the young woman to me, 1 might be 
beginning to like her, in the meanwhile." 

"Young? Nothing was said about that in the order, 
Bill. You wished a wife, invoiced and consigned to your- 
self; and one has been shipped, accordingly. You must 
consider the state of the market, and remember that the 
article is in demand precisely as it is youthful." 

"Weil, well, sir, I'll not throw her on your hands, if 
she 's old enough to be my mother ; though I do rather sup- 
pose, Mr, Woolston, you stood by an old shipmate in a 
foreign land, and that there is a companion suitable for a 
fellow of only two-and-thirty sent out?" 

" Of that you shall judge for yourself. Bill. Here she 
comes, carrying a looking-glass, as if it were to look at 
her own pretty face ; and if she prove to be only as good 
as she is good-looking, you will have every reason to be 
satisfied. What is more, Bill, your wife does not come 
empty-handed, having a great many articles that will help 
lo set you up comfortably in housekeeping." 

Brown -was highly pleased with the governor's choice, 
which had been made with a due regard to the interests 
and tastes of the absent shipmate. Phcebe appeared well 
satisfied with her allotted husband ; and that very day the 
couple was united in the cabin of the Abraham. On the 
same occasion, the ceremony w.is performed for Unus and 
Juno, as well as for Petars and his Indian wife; the go- 
vernor considering it proper that regard to appearances and 
all decent observances, should be paid, as comported with 
their situation. 

About sunset of the third day after the arrival of the 
Rancocus, the Abraham sailed for the Peak, having on 
board somewhat less than a hundred of the immigrants, 
including females and- children. The Neahamony pre- 
ceded her several hours, taking across the governor and 
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his faiuilj. Murl Id h r Anne, and his 

two brothers par pa d n h I f po<isible, m a stiil 

The meeting f h e men be of he same fjmdy was 
of the most tou h ha Tl e y ung men loond 

the.i- sister muct b e es abl hed ban they had antici- 
pated, and in the enjoyment of fery many more coralorta 
than they had supposed it was in the power of any one to 
possess in a colony still so young Heaton had erected a 
habitation for hime>elf, in a charming grove, uhere there 
were water, fruits, and other contenieiicps, near at hcind, 
and where Jiis own family was separated Irom the rest of 
the community. Thi$ distinction had been conferred on 
him. by common consent, in virtue of his near afiinity to 
the governor, whose substitute he then was, and out of 
respect to bis education and original rank in life Sea 
men are accustomed to defer li station and authority, and 
are all the happier for the sdme, and the thought of any 
jeii' Misy on account of thi^ privilege, which as yet was 
confined to Mark ind Heaton, and their respective fami- 
lies, had not yet crossed the mind of anj one on the 

About twelve, or at midmgbt the Abraham entered the 
i:ove. Late as was the hour, each immigrant assumed a 
'oad suited to his or her strength, and ascended the Slaus, 
Cavoured by the sweet light ol n full moon That night 
inoBt of the new comers passed in the groves under lents 
or ill an arbour that hid been prepared for (hem , and sweet 
was the repose that attended happiness and security, in a 
climate so agreeable 

Next morning, «hen the immigrants came out of their 
temporary dwellings, and looked «pon the fair scene belore 
th ■a, they could scarcely believe in its reality ! It is true, 
nothing remarkable or unexpected met their eyes in the 
shape of artificial accessories; but the bountiful gifts of 
Providence, and the natural beauties of the spot, as much 
exceeded their anticipations as it did their power of ima- 
gining such glories! The admixture of softness and mag- 
nificence made a whole that they had never before beheld 
in ,iny other portion of the globe; and there was not one 
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among them al! that did not, for the moment, feel and 
speak as if he or she had buen suddenly transformed to an 
earthly paradise, 



CHAPTER XXn. 

"yon httv« said thcj are menj 
As such llieir heails nre something." 

Britoif. 

The colony had now reached a point when it became 
necessary to proceed with method and caution. Certain 
great principles were to lie established, on which the gover- 
nor had long reflected, and he was fully prepared to set 
them up, and to defend them, though he knew that ideas 
prevailed among a few of his people, which might dispose 
them to cavil at his notions, if not absolutely to oj:iose 
him. Men are fond of change; half the time, for a reason 
no better than that it is change ; and, not unfrequently, 
they permit this wayward feeling to unsettle interests that 
are of the last importance to them, and which find no 
small part of iheir virtue in their permanency. 

Hitherto, with such slight exceptions as existed in de- 
ference to the station, not to say rights of the gove"nor, 
everything of an agricultural character had been possessed 
in common among the colonists. But this was a state of 
things which the good sense of Mark told him coiihl not, 
"(nd ought not to last. The theories which, have come 
into fashion in our own times, concerning the virtues of 
association, were then lli)le known and i^s credited. 
Society, as it esists in a legal form, is association " ough 
for all useful purjioses, and sometimes too much ; and the 
governor saw no use in forming a wheel within a wheel. 
If men have occasion for eich other's assistance to effect a 
particular object, let them unite, my welcome, for that pur 
pose , but Mark was fulh determmed that there should be 
but one government m his land, and that thib goiertinienl 
should be of a charaUer to encourage and not to depress 
exertion So long as a man toiled for himself and those 
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nearest anil dearest to him, society had a security (or his 
doing much, that would be wanting where lite proceeds 
of the entire community were to he shared in common; 
and, on the knowledge of this simple and obvious truth, 
did our young legislator found his theory of government. 
Protect all in their rights equally, but, that done, let every 
man pursue his road to happiness in his own way ; con- 
ceding no more of his natural rights than were necessary 
to the great ends of peace, security, and law. Such was 
Mark's theory. As for the modern crotchet that men 
yielded no natural right to government, but were to receive 
all and return nothing, the governor, in plain language, 
waa not fool enough to believe it. He was perfectly aware 
that when a man gives authority to society to compel him 
to attend court as a witness, for instance, he yields just so 
much of his natural rights to society, as might be necessary 
to. empower him to stay away, if he saw lit; and, so on, 
through the whole of the very long catalogue of the claims 
which the most indulgent communities make upon the ser- 
vices of their citizens. Mark understood the great deside- 
ratum to be, not the setting up of theories to which every 
attendant fact gives the lie, but the ascertaining, as near as 
human infirmity will allow, the precise point at whiclj con- 
cessiontogovernmenloughttoterminate, and that of uncon- 
trolled individual freedom commence. He was not visionary 
enough to suppose (hat he was (o be the first to make this 

"great discovery ; hut he was conscious of enterinir on the 
task with the purest intentions. Our governor had no 
relish for power for power's sake, hut only wielded it for 
the general good. By nature, he was more disposed to 
seek happiness in a very small circle, and would have bee., 
just as well satisfied to Jet another govern, as to rule him- 
self, had there been another suited to such a station. But 
there was not. His own early habits of command, the 
peculiar circumstances which had first put him in posses- 
sion of the territory, as if it were a special gift of Provi- 
dence to himself, his past agency in bringing about the 
actual state of things, and his property, which amounted to 
more than that of all the rest of the colony put together, 

contributed to give him a title and authority to rule, which 
would have set the claims of any rival at defiance, had such 
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a person existed. But ihere was no rival ; not a being pr& 
sent desiring to see another in his place. 

The first step of the governor was to appoint his brother, 
Abraham Woolston, the secretary of the colony. In that 
age America had very difierent uotioas of ofiice, and of its 
dignity, of the respect dlie to authority, and of the men who 
wielded it, from what prevail at the present time. The 
colonists, coming as they did from America, brought with 
them the notions of the times, and treated their superiors 
accordingly. In the last century a governor was " ike go- 
vernor," and not " <mi- governor," and a secretary "the 
secretary," and not " our secretary," men now taking more. 
liberties with what they fancy their own, than was theii 
wont with what they believed had been set over them foi 
their good. Mr. Secretary Woolston soon became a per- 
sonage, accordingly, as did all the other considerable func- 
tionaries appointed by the governor. 

The very first act of Abraham Woolston, on being sworn 
into office, was to make a registry of the entire population. 
We shall give' a synopsis of it, in order that the reader 
may understand the character of the materials with which 
the governor had room to work, viz ; — 

Males, 147 [ Females, 188 

Adults, 113 Adults, 131 

Children 34 Children, 37 

Married, 101 Married 101 

Widowers, 1 | Widows, 4 

MeohanioB, 26 

Ph/aician 1 

Stadent in Medicine, 1 

Clergyman, , .~ 1 

Populalion, 305 

Here, then, was a community composed already of three 
hundred and five souls. The governor's policy was not to 
increase this number by further immigration, unless in 
special cases, and then only after due deliberation and in- 
quiry, Great care had been taken with the characters of 
the present settlers, and careless infusions of new members 
might undo a great deal of good that had already been 
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Joiie. This Tiiatier was early laid before 
and the opinions of the governor met h 



On the subject of the council, it may be well to say a 
word. It was increased to nine, and a new election was 
made, the incumbents holding their offices for life. Thia 
last provision was made to prevent the worst part, and the 
most corrupting influence of politics, viz., the elections, 
from getting too much sway over the public mind. The 
new council was composed as follows, viz '. — 
Meesta. Heatoii, 
Pennock, 



These names belonged to the most intelligent men of the 
^ony, Betts perbapa excepted ; but his claims were loo 
obvious to be slighted. Betts had good sense moreover, 
and a great deal of modesty. All the rest of the council 
had more or less claims to be gentlemen, but Bob never 
pretended to that character. lie knew his own quahfica- 
lions, and did not render himself ridiculous by aspiring to 
be more tivn he really was; still, liis practical knowledge 
made him a very useful member of the council, where his 
opinions were always . heard with attention and respect. 
Charlton and Wijtnot were merchants, and intended to 
embark regular! yin trade; whileWarrington, who possessed 
more fortune than any of the ether colonists, unless it 
might be the governor, called himself a farmer, though he 
had a respectable amount of general science, and was well 
read in most of the liberal studies. 

Warrington was made judge, with a small salary, all of 
which he gave to the clergyman, the Rev. Mr. White. 
This was done because he had no need of the money him. 
self, and there was no other provision for the parson than 
ftee contributions. John Woolston, who had read law, 
was named Attorney^General, or colony's ^attorney, as the 
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office was more jnodestly styled ; to which jJutiea he added 
those of survejor-geiieral. Cbarles received his salary, which 
was two hundred and fifty dollars, being in need of it. 
The question of salary, as respects ihe governor, was also 
settled. Mark had no occasion foi the money owning all 
the vessels, with most of the cargo of the R.<incocus, as 
well as having brought out with him no less d sum tlian 
five thousand dollars, puncipally in clwnge — halves, quar- 
ters, shillings and six pences Then a queMum might 
well arise, whether he did not own mo=t ol the stock ; a 
large part of it was his beyond all dispute, though some 
doulits might exist as to the remainder On this subject 
the governor came to a most wise decision He was fully 
awae that nothing was more demoralizing to a people 
than to suffer them to get loose notions on the subject of 
property. Property of all kinds, he early determined, 
should be most rigidly respected, and a decision that he. 
made shortly after his return from America, while acting 
ill his capacity of chief magistrate, and before the new 
cofitt went into- regular operation, i as of a iharacter to 
show how he regarded this matter. Tht, case was as fol- 

Twoofthecolonisf!, Warner and Harris, had bad blood 
between them. Warner had placed his family in an ar- 
bour within a grove, and to " aggravate" hiin, Harris came 
and walked before his door, strutting up and down like a 
turkey-cock, and in a way to show that it was intended to 
ann<iy Warner. The last brought his complaint before 
the governor. On the part of Harris, it was contended 
that no ir^uTy had been done the property of Harris, and 
that, consequently, no damages could be claimed. The 
question of tide was conceded, ex necessitate rerum. Go- 
vernor Woolslon decided, that a man's rights in his pro- 
perty were not to be limited by positive injuries to its 
market value, ' Although no grass or vegetables had been 
destroyed by Harris in his walks, he had molested Warner 
in s.ich an enjoyment of his dwelling^ as, in intendment of 
law, every citizen was entitled tQ in his possessions. > The 
trespass was an aggravated one, and damages were given 
accordingly. In delivering his judgment, the governor 
took occasion to state, that in the administration of the 
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law, the rights of every man would be protected in the 
fullest extent, not only as connected with pecuniary con- 
siderations, but as connected with all those moral uses 
and feelings which contribute to human happiness. This 
decision met with applause, and was undoubtedly right 
in itself. It was approved, because the well-intentioned 
cnionists had not learned to confound liberty with licen- 
tiousness ; but understood the former to be the protection 
of the citizen in the enjoyment of all his innocent tastes, 
enjoyments and personal rights, after making such con- 
cessions to government as are necessary to its mainte- 
nance. Thrice happy would it be for all lands, whether 
they are termed despotisms or democracies, could they 
thoroughly feel the justice of this definition, and carry out 
its intention in practice. 

The council was convened the day succeeding its elec- 
.tion. After a few preliminary m'attets were disposed of, 
the great question was laid before it, of a division of pro- 
perty, and the grant of real estate. Warrington and Charles 
Woolston laid down the theory, that the fee of all the land 
was, by gift of Providence, in the governor, and that his 
patent, or sign-manual, was necessary for passing the title 
into other hands. This theory had an afiinity to that of 
the Common Law, which made the prince the suzerain, and 
rendered him the heir of all escheated estates. But Mark's 
humility, not to say his justice, met this doctrine on the 
threshold. He admitted the sovereignty and its right, but 
placed it in the body of the colony, instead of in himself. 
As the patty most interested took this view of the case, 
they who were disposed to regard his rights as more 
sweeping, were fain to submit. The land was therefore 
declared to be the property of the state. Ample grants, 
however, were made both to the governor and Betts, as ori- 
ginal possessors, or discoverers, and it was held in law that 
their claims were thus compromised. The grants to Go- 
vernor Woolston included quite a thousand acres on the 
Peak, which was computed to contain near thirty thousand, 
and an island of -about the san'e extent In the group, which 
was beautifully situated near its centre, and less than a 
league from the crater. Betts had one hundred acres 
granted to him, near the crater also. He refused any other 
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graal, as a right growing out of original possession. Noi 
WHS his reasoning bad on the occasion. When he was 
driven off, in the Neshamony, the Reef, Loam Island, 
Guano Island, and twenty or thirty rocks, composed all the 
dry land. He had never seen the Peak until Mark was in 
possession of it, and had no particular claim there. When 
the council came to mdke its general grants, lie was wil- 
ling to come in fir his proper share with the rest of tljc- 
people, and he wanted no more Heaton had a special 
grant of two hundred ai/rea imde to him on the Peak, and 
another in the grtup of equal ettenf as a reward for his 
early and important aeriices Patents were made out, at 
once, of these several grant' under the great seal of the 
colony ; for the governor had provided parchment, and 
wax, and a comnun seal m anticipation of their being 
all wanted. The rest ol the grint"! if land were made on 
a general principle gmng fifty acres on the Peak, and one 
hundred in the group t each male citizen of the age of 
twenty-one years thise who bad nil yet attained their 
majority being compelled to wait \ -urvey was made, 
and the different lots were numbered and registered by 
those numbers. Then i lottery was made, each man's 
name being put in me box and the necessary numbers in 
another. The number drawn agdinst an) particular name 
was the lot of the person in question A registration of 
the drawing was taken and printed patents were made 
out, signed, sealed and issued to the respective parties. 
We say printed \ press and types having been brought 
over in the Rancocus as well as a printer. In this way, 
then, every male of full age was put in possession of one 
hundred and fifty acres of lind in fee 

As the lottery did not regard the wishes of parties, 
many private bargains were made, previously to the issuing 
of the patents, in order that friends and connections might 
be placed near to each other. Some sold their rights, ex- 
changing with a difference, while others sold altogether on 
the Peak, or in the group, willing to conhne their posses- 
sions to one or the other of these phi-es In this manner 
Mr. Warrington, or Judge Warri igton as he was now 
called, bought three fifty-acre lots adjoining hM own share 
on the Peak, and sold his hundred acre lot in the group. 
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pected. There were vast deposits of i ud d o he a of 
satid, iiud Hentun early suggested the exped ency of n x 
ing the two together, by way of produc g fe I v 4n 
experiment of this nature had been tried, u d h o de a, 
during the abaeoce of the governor, and the result was of 
the most satisfactory nature ; the »cre thus manured pro- 
ducing abundantly. 

As it was the sand that was to be conveyed to the mud, 
the toil was much less than might have been imagined. 
This sand usually lay near the water, and the numberless 
channels admitted of its being transported' in boats along 
a vast reach of shore. Each lot having a water front, 
every man might manure a few acres, by this process, 
without any great expense; and no sooner were the rights 
determined, and the decisions of the parties made as to 
their final settlements, than many went to work to render 
the cracked and baked mud left by the retiring ocean fer- 
tile and profitable. Lighters ivere constructed for the 
purpose, and the colonists formed themselves into gangs, 
labouring in common, and transporting so many loads of 
sand to each levee, as the banks were called, though not 
raised as on the Mississippi, and distributing It bountifully 
over the surface. The spade was employed to mix the two 
earths together. 

Most of the allotments of land, in the group, were'in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the Reef. As there were 
quite a hundred of them, more than ten thousand acres 
of the islands wete thus taken up, at the start. B; a 
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rough caiculation, however, the group extended east and 
west sixty-three miles, and north and south about fifty, — 
the Reef being a very little west and a very little south of 
its centre. Of this surface it was thought something like 
three-fourths was dry land, or naked rock. This would 
give rathermore than a milHonand a haif of acres of laud; 
but, of this greai exlent of territory, not more than two- 
thirds could he rendered available for the purposes of hus- 
bandry, for want of soil, or the elements of soil There 
were places where the (deposit of mud seemed to be of vast 
depth, while in others it did not etceed a lew mchea ] he 
same was true of the sands, though the Kst was rarely ol 
as great depth as the mud, or nlluvium 

A month was consumed in making the allotments, and 
in putting the dilferent proprietors in posaeasion of their 
respective estates. Then, indeed, were the results of the 
property-system made directly apparent No sooner was 
an individual put in possession ot his deed and told that 
the lot it repres 

he pleased with h d 

filled with hopes m 

IS true that edu d g 

acquit themselve h p b 

may enlighten a h 

individual usuall 

and that the sya g 

pi est opportunity 

To work all went, the men forming themselves into 
gangs, and aiding each other. The want of horses and 
neat cattle was much fe't, more especially as Heaton's ex- 
perience set every one at the sand, as the, first step in a 
profitable husbandry: wheelbarrows, however, were made 
use of instead of carts, and it was found that a dozen pair 
of hands could do a good deal with that utensil, in the 
course of a day. All sorts of contrivances were resorted 
to in order to transport the sand, but the governor esta- 
blished a regular system, by which the lighter should de- 
liver one load at each farm, in succession. By the end of 
a month it was found that a good deal had been done, tiie 
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ing short and the other facilities constantlj 
sing by the accession of new boats. 

All sorts of habitations were invented. The scarcity of 
wood in the group was a serious evil, and it was found in- 
dispensable lo import that material. Parts of Rancoous 
Island were well wooded, there growing among other trees 
a quantity of noble yellow pines. Bigelow was sen! 
across in the Abraham to set up a mill, and to cut lumber. 
There being plenty of water-power, the mill was soon got 
at work, and a lot of excellent plank, boards, &c., was 
shipped in the schooner for .the crater. Shingle-makers 
were also employed, the cedar abounding; as well as the 
pine. The transportation to the coast was the point of 
difficulty on Rancocus Island as well as elsewhere; none 
of the cBttle being yet old enough to be used. Socrates 
had three pair of yearling steers, and one of two years old 
breaking, but it was too soon to set either at work. With 
the last, a little very light labour was done, |}ut it was more 
to train the animals, than wilh any other object. 

On Rancocus Island, however, Bigelow had made a very 
ingenious canal, that was of vast service in floating logs to 
the mill. The dam made a long narrow pond that pene- 
trated two or three miles up a gorge in the mountains, and 
into this dam the loge were rolled down the declivities, 
which were steep enough to carry anything inlo the water. 
When cut into lumber, ii was found that the stream below 
the mill, would carry small rafts down to the sea, 
. While all these projects were in the course of operation, 
the governor did not forget the high interests connected 
with his foreign relations ; Waally was to he looked to, 
and Ooroony's son to be righted. The council was una- 
nimously of opinion that sound policy required such an 
exhibition of force on the part of the colony, as should 
make a lasting impression on their turbulent neighbours. 
An expedition was accordingly fitted out, in which the 
Mermaid, the Abraham, and a new pilot-boat built schoo- 
ner of fifty tons burthen, were employed. This new 
schooner was nearly ready for launching when the Ranco- 
-"s returned, and was put into the water for the o 
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nearer at hand, than on the Reef \= Rancocus Idaiid 
supplied the most accessible an I the best limber, the 
council had determined to make a permanent establish- 
ment on it, for the double purposes of occup'ilioii and 
building vessels. As the resources of that island were de- 
veloped, it was found important on other accounts, also. 
Excellent clay for bricks wis found as wns lime-slone, in 
endless quantities. For the purposes of agriculture, the 
place was nearly useless there not bei ig one thousand 
acres of good arable land m the whole Mland but the 
mountains were perfect mines of treasure in the way of 
necessary supplies of the (-orts me d 

A brick-yard was immediately d d m d d 

a lime-kiln constructed. Among h a asy 

to find men accustotned to wo k h 

branches. The American can ii h d 

dozen different pursuits and th gh b b o- 

lutely reach perfection in either h mm u d 

useful and reasonably expert in a B 
sailed on hia expedition against W b k k n nd a 

lime-kiln were nearly built and q umb 

had been carried over to the Ree A d w d h d 

been collecting for the twehe mo h be 

the Rancocus had also been hlled p dbd knna 
new cargo for Canton. It wa"? h 

governor to command his ship th 2 b S ^ 

her to Saunders, who was every w mp e h 

When all was ready, the Ranc h M d he 

Abraham, and the Anne, as the n w p b boon 

was called, sailed for Betto's group b g p h 

governor's plan to use the ship, i p g w h o 

intimidate his, enemies. In conseq h u n 

tSat had put Waally up again, every one of the Kannakas 
who had gone out in the Rancocus on her last voyage, 
refused'to go home, knowing that they would at once be 
impressed into Waally's service; and they all now cheer- 
fully shipped anew, for a second voyage to foreign lands. 
By this time, tjiese men were very useful ; and the governor 
had a project for bringing up a number of the lads of the 
islands, and of making use of them in the public service 
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This scheme was connected with his contemplated si 

and formed no small part of the policy of the day. 

The appearance of so formidable a force as was now 
brought against Waally, reduced that turbulent chief to 
terms without a battle. About twenty of his canoes hail 
got separated from the rest of the fleet in a squall, while 
returning from the unsuccessful attempt on the Reef, and 
they were never heard of more; or, if heard of, it was in 
uncertain rumonrs, which gave an account of the arrival 
of three or four canoes at some islands a long way fo-iee- 
ward, with a handful of half-starved warriors on board. It 
is supposed that all the rest perished at sea. This disaster 
had rendered Waally unpopular among the friends of ihose 
who were lost ; aiid that unpopuhirity was heightened by 
the want of success in the expedition itself Success is all 
in all, with the common mind ; and we daily see the vulgar 
shouting at the heels of those whom they are ready to cru- 
cify at the first turn of fortune. In this good land of ours, 
popularity adds to ils more worthless properties the suli- 
stantial result of power ; and it is not surprising that so 
many forget their God in the endeavour to court the pei>- 
ple, In time, however, all of these persoiis of mistaken 
ambition come to exclaim, with Shakspeare's Wolsey — 
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BPnted ; arid everything was settled to the entire satisfaction 
uf the whites, and In the honour and credit of young 
Ooroony. The result was, in substance, as we shall now 
record. 

lu the first place, one hundred lads were selected and 
handed over to the governor, as so many apprentices to the 
Bea. These young Kannakaa were so many hostages for the 
good behaviour of their parents ; while the parents, always 
within reach of Ihe power of the colonists, were so many 
hostages for the good behaviour of the -Kan nak as. Touch- 
ing the last, however, the governor had very few misgiv- 
ings, since he believed it very possible so to treat, and so 
to train them, as to make them fast friends. Ei placing 
ihem on board the different vessels, therefore, rigid instruc- 
tions were given to their officers to be kind to these young- 
sters; and each and all were to be taught to read, and 
instructed in the Christian religion. The Rev. Mr. Horn- 
blower took great interest ia this last arrangement, as did 
half the females of the ccJony. Justice and kind treatment, 
in fact, produced their usual results in the cases of these 
hundred youths; every one of whom got to be, in the end, 
far more attacijed to the Reef, and its customs, than to 
their own islands and their original habits. The sea, no 
doubt, ciHitribuled its share to this process of civilization ; 
for it is ever found that the man who gets a thorough taste 
for that element, is loth to quit it again for terra firma. 

One hundred able-bodied men were added to the recruits 
that the governor obtained in Getlo's group. They were 
taken as hired labourers, and not as hostages. Beads and 
old iron were to be their pay, with fish-hooks, and such 
other trifles as had a value in their eyes; and their engage- 
ment was limited to two months. There was a disposition 
among a few of the colonists to make slaves of these men, 
and to work their lands by means of a physical force ob- 
tained in Betto's group ; but to this scheme the council 
would not lend itself for a moment. ' The governor well 
knew that the usefulness, virtue, and moral condition of 
his people, depended on their being employed, and he had 
Qo wish to undermine he permanent prosperity of the 
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colony, by resorting to an expedient that might do well 
enough for a short time, but which would certainly bring 
its own punishment in the end. 

Still, an accession of physical force, properly directed, 
would be of great use in this early age of the colony. The 
labourers were accordingly engaged ; but this was done by 
the government, whip h not only took the control of the 
men, but which also engaged to see them paid the promised 
remuneration. Another good was also anticipated from 
this -arrangement. The two groups must exist as friends 
or as enemies. So long as young Ooroony reigned, it was 
thought there would be little difficulty in maintaining ami- 
cable relations; and it was hoped that the intercourse cre- 
ated by this arrangement, aided by the trade in sandal- 
wood, might have the elfect to bind the natives to the whites 
by the tie of interest. 

The vessels lay at Betto's group a fortnight, completing 
all the arrangements made ; though the Rancocus sailed 
on her voyage as soon as the terms of the treaty were 
agreed on, and the Anne was sent back to the Reef with 
the news that the war had terminated. As for Waally, he 
was obliged to place his favourite son in the hands of young 
Ooroony, who held the youthful chief as a hostage for his 
father's good behaviour. 



iLvGoOglf 



CHAPTER XXm. 

" Thou ahalt seek the beach of sand 
Where the water bounds the elfin land ; 
Thou shall watch Ihe oozy brine 
Till the sturgeon leaps in the bright mooDsbine, 
Then dart the glistening arch beioit, 
Anil catch a drop from his silver how; 
The watai^aprites will wield their arms. 
And dash ntoand, with roar and rave. 
And vain are the woodland spirit's charmo. 
The; are (he imps that rule the^ave. 
Yet trust thee in thy single might; 
If thy heart he pure, and thy spirit right, 
Thou Shalt win the warlike light." 



A TWEivEMONTii passed, after the return of the expedi- 
tion agahist Betto's group, without the occurrence of any 
one very marked event. Within that time, Bridget made 
Mark the father of a fine brjy, and Aniie bore her fourth 
child to Heaton. The propacation of the humao species, 
indeed, flourished ma li Ij n I s than seventy-eight 
children having been b n n th urse of that single 
year. There were a fe d ti Ij e among the adiiKa, 

the result of an accide t th I !th f the colony having 
been excellent. An num t n m de near the close of 
Ihe year, showed a tot I f th eh nd ed and seventy-nine 
^ouls, including those b nt tie Rancocus, -and ex- 
cluding the Kannakas. 

As for these Kannakas, the results of their employment 
quite equalled the governor's expectations. They would 
not labour like civilized men, it is true, nor was it easy to 
make them use tools ; but at lifts, and drags, and heavy 
work, they could be, and were, made to do a vast deal. 
The first great object of the governor had been to get his 
people ail Comfortably housed, beneath good roofs, and out 
of Uke way of the rains. Fortunately there were no decayed 
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The largest of all the private dwellings thus erected, 
waa ihiitj feet square, and the smallest whs fifteen. The 
last had its cooking apartment under a shed, hi>wever, de- 
tached from the house. Most of the ovens were thus 
placed ; and in many instances the chimneys stood entirely 
without the buildings, even when they were attached to 
them. There was but one house' of two stories, and that 
was John Pennock's, who had safBcient means to construct 
such a building. As for the governor, he did not com-^ 
mence building at all, until nearly every one else was 
thro«gh,*when he laid the corner-stones of two habitations ; 
one on the Peak, which was his private property, standing 
on his estate ; and the other oa the Reef, which was strictly 
intended to be a Government, - or Colony House. The 
first was of brick, and (he last of stone, and of great so- 
lidity, being intended as a sort of fortress. The private 
dwelling was only a story and a half high, but large on the- 
ground for that region, mensuring sisty feet square. The 
government building was much larger, measuring two 
hundred feet in length, by sixiy feet in depth. This spa- 
cious edifice, however, was not altogether infendpd for a 
dwelling for the governor, but was so arranged as to con- 
tain great quantities of public property in its basement, 
and to accommodate the courts, and all the public offices 
on the first floor. It had an upper story, but that was left 
unfinished and untenanted for 'years, though fitted with 
arrangements for defence. Fortunately, cellars were little 
wanted in that climate, for it was not easy to have one in 
the group. It is true, that Pennock caused one to be 
blown out with gun-powder, under his dwelling, though 
every one prtqihesied that it would soon be full of water. 
It proved to be dry, notwithstanding; and a very good 
cellar it was, being exceedingly useful against the beats, 
though of cold there was none to guard against. 

The Colony House stood directly opposite to the draw- 
bridge, being placed there for the purposes of defence, as 
well as to have access to the spring. A want of water was 
rather an evil on the Reef; not that the sands did not fur- 
nish an ample supply, and thatof the most delicious quality, 
but it bad to be carried to inconvenient distar 
generEil, water was found in sufficient quanlilie 
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suitable places, among the group ; but, at the Reef, thero 
was certainly this diiBculty to contend with. As the go- 
Terijor caused his brother, the surveyor-general, to lay oul 
a town on the Reef, it was early deemed necessary to make 
some proTiston against this evil. A suitable place was 
selected, and a ciatern was blown out of the rock, into 
which all Ihe water that fell on the roof of Colony House 
was ]ed This reoervmr, when full, contained many thou- 
sand gallons, and when once full, it watt found that the 
rains were sufficient to prevent its beiiig \erj easily 
emptied 

But the greateat improienient that was made on the 
Reef, after all, Wdh in the way of snd As for the crater, 
that, by this time, was a mass oi verdure, among which a 
thousand trees were nat onl} growing, but fioiinahing 
This was as true of Us phin, as of its mounds , ind of Us 
mounds, as of its plain But the crater was composed ol 
materials very different from the base ol the Reef The 
former was ot tufa, so lar as it was rock at ail , while the 
latter \VA\ in the mam, pure lava Nevertheless, some- 
thing like a soil began to form even on the Reef, purely 
by the accessions caused though its use by man Great 
attention was paid to collecting everything that could con 
tribute to the formation of earth, in piles, and these pil*»s 
were regularly removed lo such cavities, or inequalities in 
the surface of the rock, as would be most likely to rctdiu 
their materials when spread In this waj many green 
patches had been formed, and, in a good many instances, 
trees had been set out, m iipnts where it was believed they 
could find sufhcient nourishment But, no sooner had the 
goiernor decided lo build on the Reel, and to make hi'i 
capital there, than he set about embellishing the place si s 
tern itically Whenever a suitable place could be found, 
m what was intended for Colony House grounds, a space 
of some ten acres in the rear of the building, he put in the 
drill, and blew out rock The fragments of stone were 
used about the building, and the place soon presented a 
ragged, broken surface, of which one might well despair 
of m-ikmg anything By perseverance, hjweier, and 3.1I! 
more by skill and judgment, the whole j.rea was lowered 
more than a foot, and in many places, where nature assisted 
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ihe end of the period mentioned. 

Determined to make an end of this great work at once, 
the Abraham was sent over to young Ooroony to ask for 
assistance. Glad enough was that chief to grant what was 
demanded of him, and he came himself, at the head of five 
hundred men, to aid his friend in finishing this task. Even 
this strong body of labourers was busy two months longer, 
before the governor pronounced thegreatendaceoinplished. 
Then he dismissed his neighbour^ with such gifts and pay 
as sent away everybody contented. Many persons thought 
the espei-iment of bringing so many savages to the Reef 
somewhat hazardous; but no harm ever came of it. On 
the contrary, the intercourse had a good effect, by making 
the two people better acquainted with each other. The 
governor had a great faculty in the management of those 
wild beings. He not only kept them in good-humour, but 
what was far more difficult, he made them work. They 
were converted into a sort of Irish for his colony. It ia 
true, one civilized man could do more than three of the 
Kan^akns, but the number of the last was so large that they 
accomplished a great deal during their stay. 

Nor would the governor have ventured to let such dan- 
gerous neighbours into the group, had there not been still 
•fcre imposing mysteries connected with the Peak, into 
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which they were not initiated. Even young Ooroony wae 
kept in ignorance of what was to be found on that dreaded 
island. lie saw vessels going and coming, knew that the 
governor olten went there siw strange faces dppednng oc- 
casionally on the Reef, lha< were nnderstood to belong to 
the unknown land and probibly lo a people who were 
much more powerful than ihose who were in direct com- 
munication with the natives 

The govern or jnd need his Kinnakas to work by interfcst- 
ing them in the explosions of the blasts, merely to euj y 
the pleasure of seeing a cart-load of roek torn from its bed. 
One of these men wpuld work at a drill all day, and then 
carry off the fragments to be placed in the walls, after he 
had had his sport in this operation of blasting. They 
seemed never to lire of the fun, and it was greatly ques- 
tioned if half as much labour could have been got out of 
them at any other work, as at this. 

A good deal of attention was paid to rendering the soil 
of the colony garden fertile, as well as deep. In its shal- 
lowest places it exceeded a foot in depth, and in the deepest, 
spots where natural fissures had aided tbe drill, it required 
four or five feet of materials to form the level. These deep 
places were. all marked, and were reserved for the'Supporl 
of trees. Not only was sand freely mixed with the mud. 
or muck, hut sea-weed in large quantities was laid near the 
surface, and finally coveied with the soil. In this manner 
was a foundation made that could not fail to sustain a gar- 
den luxuriant in its products, aided by the genial heat and 
plentiful rains of the climate. Shrubs, flowers, grass, and 
ornamental trees, however, were all the governor aimed at 
in these public grounds; the plain of the crater furnishing 
fruit and vegetables in an abundance, as yet far exceeding 
the wants of the whole colony. The great danger, indeed, 
that the governor most apprehended, was that tbe benefi 
cent products of the region would render his people indo- 
lent; an idle nation becoming, almost infallibly, vicious aa 
well as ignorant. Ft was with a view to keep the colony 
on ths advance, and to maintain a spirit of improvement 
that so much attention was so early bestowed on wha 
might otherwise be regarded as purely intellectual pursuits 
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to devise the means of supplying tl 

The governor judged right ; for tastes are comcnonly a^ 
quired by imitation, and when thus acquired, they (ake the 
strongest hold of those who cultivate thejn. The effect 
produced by the Colony Garden, or public grounds, wae 
such as twenty-fold to return the cost and labour bestowed 
on it. The sight of such an improvement set both men 
and women to work throughout the group, and not a dwell- 
ing was erected in the town, that the drill did not open the 
rock, and mud and sand form a garden. . Nor did the go- 
vernor himself confine his horticultural improvements to 
ihe gardens mentioned. Before he sent away his legion of 
five hundred, several hundred blasts were made in isolated 
spots on the Reef; places where the natural formation fa- 
voured such a project; and holes were formed thn£ would 
receive a boat-load of soil each: In these places trees were 
set out, principally cocoa-nuts, and such other plants as 
were natural to the situation, due care being taken to see 
that each had sufficient nourishment. 

The result of all this industry was to produce a great 
change in the state of things at the Reef In addition to 
the buildings erected, and to the gardens made and planted, 
within the town itself, the whole surface of the island was 
more or less altered. Verdure soon made its appearance 
in place^where, hitherto, nothing but naked rock had been 
seen, and trees began to cast their shades over the youug 
and delicious grasses. As for the town itself, it was cer- 
tainly no great matter; containing about twenty dwellings, 
and otherwise being of very modest pretensions. Those 
who dwelt there were principally such mechanics as found 
it convenient to be at the centre of the settlement, some 
half a dozen persons employed about the warehouses of 
the merchants, a few officials of the government, and ihe 
families of those who depended mainly on the sea for their 
support. Each and all of these heads of families had 
drawn their lots, both in the group and on the Peak, 
though some had sold their rights the better to get a good 
start in their particular occupations. The merchants, 
however, established themselves on the Reef, as a matter 
of necessity, each causing a warehouse to be consiructod 
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near the water, with tackles and all the usual conveniences 
for taking in and delivering goods. Each also had his 
dwelling near at hand. As these peradns had come well 
provided for the Indian trade in particular, having large 
etocks of such cheap and coarse articles as took with the 
natives, they were already driving a profitable business, re- 
ceiving considerable quantities of aandal-wood in exchange 
for their goods. 

It IB worthy of being mentioned, that the governor and 
council early passed a sort of navigation act, the effect of 
whfch was to secure the carrying trade to the colony. The 
motive, however, was more to keep the natives within safe 
limits, than to monopolize the profits of the seas. By the 
provisions of this law, no canoe could pass from Betto's 
group to either of the islands of the colony, without ex- 
press permission from the governfcr. In order to carry on 
the trade, the parties met on specified days at Ooroony's 
village, and there made their exchanges; vessels being 
sent from the Reef to bring away the sandal-wood. With 
a view to the final transportation of the last to a market, 
Saunders had been instructed to purchase a suitable vessel, 
which was to return with the Rancocus, freighted with 
Buch heavy and cheap implements as were most wanted in 
the colony, including tows and mares in particular, Phy- 
Bical force, in the shape of domestic animals, was greatly 
wanted ; and it was perhaps the most costly of all the sup- 
plies introduced into the settlements Of horned cattle 
there were already about tive-and twenty head in the co- 
lony — enough to make sure of the breed hut they were 
either cows, steers too young to be yet of much use and 
calves. Nothing was killed, of cturse but so much time 
must pass before the increase would give the succour 
wanted, that the governor went to unusual expente and 
trouble to make additions to the herd from abroad 

As for the horses, but three h*d been brought over fwr 
of which were mares. The last had foalfd twice, and 
there were four colts, all doing well but wanlmg age to 
be useful. All the stock of this character m as kept on the 
Peak, in order to secure it from inviders and the Id 
animals, even to the cows, were lightly worked there, doing 
a viisl deal thai wfiuld ofherwise remain undone. It was 
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o obimisly idv aittngeou~ to incfedse the amount of this 
sort of Tjrce that fadundcri had strict orders to purchase 
the vessel mentioned and to bring over as many beasts as 
he could conveniently and ?afeiy stow With this object 
in view he wis dire^ed to call in on the western side ->f 
Cape Horn dnd to make his purchaaes m S>uth Amenta. 
The hirned cattle might not be s( gjod <,ominT from s ich 
a qairter but the dingers, of doubling the Cape would be 
avoided 

While irnking these general and desultory statemeiifs 
touching the progress of the cobny it may be well to say 
a word of Rai]coi,U[) Island The establishments nece— 
sary Iheie to carry on the milN lime and brick kilns and 
the stone ^uirry induced the g^verrtor to erect a smill 
work in which the persons employed in that out colony 
might take refuge in the event of an invasion This was 
done accordingly, and two pieces of artillery were regu- 
larly mounted on it. Nor was the duty of fortifying ne- 
glected elsewhere. As fot the Peak, it was not deemed 
necessary to do more than improve a little upon nature; 
the colony being now too numerous to suppose that it 
could not defend the cove against any enemy likely to land 
there, should (he entrance of that secret haven be detected. 
On the Reef, however, it was a very different matter. That 
place was as accessible as the other was secure. The con- 
struction of so many stout stone edifices contributed largely 
to the defence of the town ; but the governor saw the ne- 
cessity of providing the means of commanding the ap- 
proaches by water. Four distinct passages, each corre- 
sponding to a cardinal point of the compass, led from the 
crater out to sea. As the south passage terminated at the 
bridge, it was sufficiently commanded by the Colony House. 
But all the others were wider, more easy of approach, and 
less under the control of the adjacent islands. But the 
Summit had points whence each might be raked by guns 
properly planted, and batteries were accordingly con- 
structed on these points; the twelve-pounder being used 
for their armaments. Each battery had two guns; and 
when all was completed, it was the opinion of the governor 
that thn fiosi was sufficiently well fortified. In order, how- 
ever, to give additional security, the crater was tabooed to 
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all the Kaniiakas; not one of whom was permitted ever to 

But defence, and building, and making soil, did not al- 
togethet occupy the attention of the colonists during theae 
important twelve months. Both the brothers of the go- 
vernor got married ; the oldest, or the attorney-general, to 
the oldest sister of John Pennock, and the youngest to a sis- 
ter of the Rev. Mr. Hornblower. It was in this simple colo- 
ny, as it ever has been, and ever will be in civilized society, 
that, in forming matrimonial connections, like looks for 
like. There was no person, or family at the Reef which 
could be said to belong to tbe highest social class of Ame- 
rica, if, indeed, any one could rank as high as a class 
immediately next to the highest ; yet, distinctions existed 
which were maintained usefully, and without a thought of 
doing them away. The notion that money alone makes 
those divisions into castes which are everywhere to be 
found, and which will probably continue to be found as 
long as society itself exists, is a very vulgar and fallacious 
notion. It comes from the difficulty of appreciating those 
tastes and qualities which, not possessing ourselves, are so 
many unknown and mysterious influences. In marrying 
Sarah Pennock, John Woolston was sliglilly conscious of 
making a little Hscrifice in these particulars, but she was a 
very pretty, modest girl, of a suitable age, and the circle to 
choose from, it will be remembered, was very limited. In 
America that connection might not have taken place ; but, 
at the crater, it was all well enough, and it turned out to 
be a very happy union. Had the sacrifice of habits and 
tastes been greater, this might not have been the fact, for 
it is certain that our happiness depends more on the sub- 
ordinate qualities and our cherished usages, than on prin- 
ciples themselves. It is difficult to suppose that any refined 
woman, for instance, can ever thoroughly overcome her dis- 
gust for a man who habitually blows his nose wjth his fingers, 
or that one bred a gentleman can absolutely overlook, even 
in a wife) the want of the thousand and one little lady-Hke 
habits, which render the sex perhaps more attractive than 
do their personal charms. 

Several other marriages took place, the scarcity of sub- 
jects making it aomevhat h^jzardous to delay: when Hob- 
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Bon's choice is placed before one, deliberation is of no 
grea*. use. It was generally understood that the Rancocua 
ivas to bring out very few immigrants, though permission 
had been granted to Capt. Saunders to take letters to cer- 
tain friends of some already settled in tbe colony, with the 
understanding that those friends were to be received, 
should they determine to come. That point, however, waa 
soon to be decided, for just a year and one week after the 
Rancocus had sailed from Betto'a group, the news reached 
the Reef that the gi>od ship was coming into the northern 
foads, and preparing to anchor. The governor imme- 
diately went on board tbe Anne, taking Betts with him, 
and made sail for the point in question, with a view to 
bring the vessel through the passage to the Reef. Tbe go- 
vernor and Betts were tbe only two who, as it was believed, 
could carry so large a vessel through; though later sound- 
ings showed it was only necessary to keep clear of the 
points and the shores, in order to bring in a craft of any 
draught of water. 

When tbe Anne ran out into the roads, there she found 
the Rancocus at anchor, sure enough. On nearing her, 
Capi. Saunders appeared on her poop, and in answer to a 
hail, gave the welcome answer of " all well." Those com- 
prehensive words removed a great deal of anxiety from the 
mind of the governor ; absence being, in one sense, tbe 
parent of uncertainty, and uncertainty of uneasiness. 
Everything about the ship, however, looked well, and to 
tbe surprise of those in the Anne, many heads belonging 
to others beside the crew were to be seen above the rail, 
A sail was in sight, moreover, standing in, and this vessel 
Capt. Saunders stated was the brig Henlopen, purchased 
on government account, and loaded with stock, and other 
property for the colony. 

On going on board the Rancocus it was ascertained 
that, in all, one hundred and eleven new immigVants had 
been brought out! The circle of tbe affections had been 
set at work, and one friend had induced another to enter 
into the adventure, until it was found thai less than the 
number mentioned could not be gotten rid of That which 
could not be cured was to be endured, and the governor'a 
dissitis faction was a good deal appeased when be learned 
BO 
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[hat the new-comers were of excellent materials; being, 
withnut exception, young, healfliful, moral, and all pos- 
sessed of more or lesa sub-tance, in the way of worldly 
goods. This accession to the colony brought its popula- 
tion up to rather more ih.an five hundred souls, of which 
number, however, near a hundred and fifty were children, 
or, under the age of fourteen years. 

Glad enough were the new-comers to land at a little set- 
tlement which had been made on the island which lay. 
abreast bf the roads, and where, indeed, there was a very 
convenient harbour, did veaaels choose to use it. The 
roads, however, had excellent anchorage, and were per- 
fectly protected against the prevailing winds of thai region. 
Only once indeed since the place was inhabited had the 
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here to repel mvamon. 

The immigrants, as usual, found everything charming, 
when their feet touched terra firma. The crops didlook well, 
and the island being covered with mud, the sand had done 
wonders for the vegetation. It is true that trees were 
wanting, though the pickets, or palisades, being of willow. 
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the physical force of the colony, in the way of brutes, that 
he had even strained the point to bring as many mares and 
cows as he could stow. He had put on board twenty-five 
of the last, and twenty of tlie first; all purchased at Valpa- 
raiso. The weather had been so mild, that no injnry had 
happened to the beasts, but the length of the passage had 
so far exhausted the supplies that not a mouthful of food 
had the poor animals tasted for the twenty-four hours before 
they got in. The water, too, was scarce, and anything but 
sweet. For a month everything had been on short allow- 
ance, and the suffering creatures must have been enchanted 
to smell the land. Smell it they certainly did ; for such a 
lowing, and neighing, and fretting did they keep up, when 
the governor got alongside of the brig, that he could noi 
enddre the eight of their misery, but determined at once to 
relieve it. 

The brig was anchored within two hundred yards of a 
fine sandy beach, on which there were several runs of deli- 
cious water, and which communicated directly with a 
meadow of grass, as high as a man's breast. A bargain 
was soon made with Dunks ; and the two crews, that of the 
Rancocns, as well as that of the brig, were set to work 
without delay to hoist out every creature having a hoof, 
that was on board the Henlopen, As slings were all ready, 
little delay was necessary, but a mare soon rose through 
the hatchway, was swung over the vessel's side, and waa 
lowered into the water. A very simple contrivance re- 
leased the creature from the slings, and off it swam, making 
the best of its way towards the land. In three n ' 
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poor thing was on tlie Ueiich, llioiigh Hctu;illy staggering 
from weakness, and rriiin li.ug use to the motion of the 
vessel. The water was iia first aim. Dunks was there, 
however, to pr, vesit it from drinking too much, when it 
made its way up to the grass, which ii begau to eat rave- 
nously. Ail the rest went through the same process, and 
in a couple of hours the poor things were relieved from 
their misery, and the hrig, which smelled like a stahle, was 
well quit of them. Brooms and wafer were set to work 
immediately, but it was a month before the Henlopeu los* 
the peculiar odour of the cattle. 

Nor were the human beings much less rejoiced to ge 
ashore than the brutes. Dunks gave them all a hearty 
welcome, and though he had little fruit to offer, he had 
plenty of vegetables, for which they were-quite as thankful. 
Melons, however, he could and did give them, and the 
human part of the cargo had an ample feast on a sort of 
food to which they had now so long been strangers. The 
horses and cows were left on Dunks's Island, where they 
stayed until word was sent to the governor that they had 
eaten down al! his grass, and would soon be on allowance 
again, unless taken away. Means, however, were soon 
found to relieve him of the stock, though his meadows, or 
pastures rather, having been seldom cut in that climate, 
were much improved by the visit paid them. As for the 
animals, they were parcelled out among the different farms, 
thus giving a little milk, and a little additional force to 
each neighbourhood. Fowls and pigs had been distributed 
some time previously, so that not a man in the group was 
without his breeding sow, and his brood of young chickens. 
These were species of stock that increased so rapidly, that 
a little care alone was wanting to make eggs and pork 
plenty. Corn.ormaize, grew just for the planting; though 
it was all (he better, certainly, for a little care. 

After sufficient time had been allowed. to make the ne- 
cessary preparations, the vessels sailed with the iminigrants 
for the Reef There was many a glad meeting between 
friends and relatives. Those who had just arrived had a 
great deal to tel! those who had preceded then by eighteen 
months, and those who now considered themselves old set- 
tlers, entertained the new ones with the wonders of their 
novel situations. 
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" Welter upon the waters, mighly one— 
And Btrelch theo in Ihe ocean'fl trough of brine i 
Turn Ihy wol scales up to (lie wind and son, 
And toss the billew from thy flashing fin; 
Heave thy deep breathing to (he ocean's din. 
And hound upon its ridges in thy prido, 
Or dive down to its lowest depths, and in 
The caverns where its unknown monsters hide 
Measnrc Ihy length beneath the guif-Etream's (Eile." 

BniiNAnu's SeorSerpenf. 

The colony had now reached a point when its policy 
must have an eye to its future destinies. If it were in- 
tended to push it, like a new settlement, a very different 
course ought to be pursued from the one hitherto adopted. 
But the governor and council entertained more moderate 
riews. They understood their real position better. It was 
true that the Peak, in one sense, or in that which related 
to soil and products, was now in a condition to receive 
immigrants as fast as they could come ; but the Peak had its 
limits, and it could hold but' a very circumscribed number. 
As to the group, land had to be formed for the reception 
of I he husbandman, little more than the elements of soil 
existing over so much of its surface. Then, in the way of 
trade, there could not be any very great inducement for 
adventurers to come, since the sandal-wood was the only 
article possessed which would command a price in a fo- 
reign market. This sandal-wood, moreover, did not be- 
long to the colony, but to a people who might, at any 
moment, become hostile, and who already began to com- 
plain that the article was getting to be very sca.rce. Un- 
der all the ciroumalancef therefore, it was not deemed 
desirable to add to the population of the place faster than 
would now be done by natural means. 

The cargoes of the two vessels just arrived were divided 
between the state and the governor, by a very just procCBS. 
30* 
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The governor had one-half the proceeds for his own pri- 
vate use, na owner of the Rancoens, without which vessel 
nothing could have been done; while the state received 
the olher moiety, in virtue of the labour of its citizens as 
well as in that of its right to impose duties on imports and 
exports. Of the portion which went to the state, certain 
parts were equally divided between the colonists, for imme- 
diate use, while other parts of the cargo were placed in 
store, and held as a stock, to be drawn upon as occasion 

The voyage, like moat adventures in sandal-wood, teas, 
&c., in that day, had been exceedingly advantageous, and 
produced a most beneficent influence on the fortunes and 
comforts of the settlement. A well-selected cargo of the 
coarse, low-priced articles most needed in such a colony, 
could easily have been purchased with far less than the pro- 
ceeds of the cargo of tea that had been obtained at Can- 
ton, in exchange for the sandal-wood carried out; and 
Saunders, accordingly, had filled the holds of both vessels 
with such articles, besides bringing home with him a con- 
siderable amount in specie, half of which went into ihe 
public coffers, and half into the private purse of governor 
Woolston. Money bad been in circulation in the colony 
for the last twelve months ; though a good deal of caution 
was used in suffering it to pass from hand to hand. The 
disposition was to. hoard; but this fresh arrival of specie 
gave a certain degree of confidence, and the silver circu- 
lated a great deal more freely after it was known (hat so 
considerable an amount bad been broirght in. 

It would scarcely be in oor power to enumerate the 
articles that were received by these arrivals ; they in- 
cluded everything in common use among civilized men, 
from a grind-stone to a cart. Groceries, too, had been, 
brought in reasonable quantities, including teas, sugars, 
&c.; though these articles were not so much considered 
necessaries in America fifly years ago as they are to-day. 
The groceries of the state as well as many other articles, 
were put into the bands of the merchants, who either pur- 
chased them out and out, to dispose of at retail, or who 
took them on commission with the same object. From 
this time, therefore, regular shops existed, there being 
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tliree on the Reef and one on the Peak, where nejirly 
everything in use could be bought, and (hat, loo, at prices 
that were far from being exorbitant. The absence of im- 
port duties had a great influenr,e on the cost of things, the 
state getting its receipts in kind, directly through the 
labour of its citizens, instead of looking to a custom- 
house in quest of its share for the general prosperity. 

At tha( time very little was written about the great fal- 
lacy of the present diiy. Free Trade; which is an iliusion 
ibiiut which men. now talk, and dispute, and almost fight, 
V 'lije no living mortal can t«II what it really is. It is wise 
ftir us in America, who never had anything but free trade, 
according to modern doctrines, to iook n liule closely into 
the sop+iisma that are getting to be so much in vogue; 
aitd which, whenever they come fri.m our illustrioiis ances- 
tors in Great Britain, have some such effect on the ima- 
ginations of a portion of our people, as purling rills and 
wooded cascades are known to possef^= over those of cer- 
tain young ladies of fifteen. 

Free trade, in its true signification, or in the only signi- 
fication which is not a fallacy, can only mean a commerce 
mat is totally unfettered by duties, restrictions, proMhi- 
tions, and charges of all sorts. Except among savages, 
the world never yet saw such a state of things, and proba- 
bly never will Even free trade ports have exactions that, 
d g h p d dp inciple of liberty; 
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Freer trade — that is, a trade which is less encumbered 
than some admitted state of things which previously ex- 
isted — is easily enough comprehended; but, instead of 
conveying to the mind any general theory, it merely shows 
that a lack of wisdom may have prevailed in the manage- 
ment of some particular interest; which lack of wisdom is 
now being tardily repaired. Prohibitions,' whether direct, 
or in the form of impositions that the trade will not bear, 
may be removed without leaving trade /rce. This or that 
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article may be thrown open to the general competition, 
without impoft duty or lax of any sort, and jet the great 
Dulk of the commerce of a country be so fettered as to put 
an elFectual check upon anything like liberal intercourse. 
Suppose, for instance, that Virginia were an independent 
country. Its exports would be tobacco, flour, and corn ; 
the tobacco crop probably more than equalling in value 
those portions of tlie other crops which are sent out of the 
country. England is suffering for food, and she takes off 
everything like imposts on the eatables, while she taxes to- 
bacco to the amount of many hundred per cent. Can that 
be called free trade ? 

There is another point of view in which we could wish 
to protest against the shouts and fallacies of the hour. 
Trade, perhaps the most corrupt and corrupting influence 
of life — or, if second to anything in evil, second only to 
politics — is proclaimed to be the great means of human- 
izing, enlightening, liberalizing, and improving the human 
race! Now, against this monstrous mistake in morals, we 
would fain raise our feeble voices in sober remonstrance. 
That the intercourse which is a consequence of commerce 
may, in certain ways, liberalize a man's views, we are 
willing to admit ; though, at the same time, we shall insist 
that there are better modes of attaining the same ends. 
But it strikes us as profane to ascribe to this frail and mer- 
cenary influence a power which there is every reason to 
believe the Almighty has bestowed on the Christian church, 
and on that alone; a church which is opposed to most of 
the practices of trade, which rebukes them in nearly every 
line of its precepts, and which, carried out in its purity, 
can alone give the world that liberty and happiness which 
a grasping spirit of cupidity is so ready to impute to the 
desire to accumulate gold 1 

Fortunately, there was little occasion to dispute about 
the theories of commerce at the Reef The little trade 
that did exist was truly unfettered; but no one supposed 
that any man was nearer to God on that account, except 
as he was farther removed from temptations to do wrong. 
Still, the governing principle was sound; not by canting 
about the beneficent and holy influences of 
by leaving to each man his individuality, ' 
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only on those points which the piiblio good demnisiled. 
Instead of monopolizing the trnde of the colony, which ht3 
superior wealth and official power would have rendered 
very easy, governor Woolston acted in the most libera] 
spirit to all around him. With the exception of the Anne, 
which was built by the colony, the council had decided, in 
some measure contrary to his wishes, though in strict ac- 
cordance with what was right, that all the vessels were the 
private property of Mark. After this decision, the governor 
f;)rmally conveyed the Mermaid and the Abraham to the 
state ; the former to be retained principally as a cruiser and 
a piicket, while the last was in daily use as a means of con- 
veying articles and passengers, from one island to the other. 
The Neshamony was presented, out and out, to Bells, who 
turned many a penny with her, by keeping her running 
through the different passages, with' freight, &c. ; going 
from plantation to plantation, as these good people were in 
the practice of calling their farms. Indeed, Bob did little 
else, until the governor, seeitig his propensity to stick by 
the water, and ascertaining that the intercourse would 
justify such an investment, determined to build him a 
sloop, in order that he might use her as a sorl of packet 
and market-boat, united. A vessel of about forty-five tons 
was laid down accordingly, and put into tlie water at the 
end of six months, that was just the sort of craft suited to 
Bob's wishes and wants. In the njean time, the honest 
fellow had resigned his seat in the council, feeling that he 
was out of his place in such a body, among men of more 
or less education, and of habits so much superior and 
more refined than his own. Mark did not oppose this step 
in his friend, but rather encouraged it; being persuaded 
nothing was gained hy forcing upon a man duties he was 
hardly fitted to discharge Self-made men, he well knew, 
were sometimes very useful ; but he also knew that they 
must be first made. 

The name of this new sloop was the Martha, being thus 
called in compliment to her owner's sober-minded, indus- 
trious and careful wife. She (the sloop, and not Mrs. 
Belts) was nearly all cabin, having lockers forward and 
aft, and Sas fitted with benches in her wings, steamboat 
fashion. Her canvas was of light duck, there being very 
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Utile heavy weather in thai climiite; so that assisted by a 
boy and a Kannaka, honeat Bob could do aiiythiiicr he 
wished with his craft. He often went to the Peak and 
Rancocus Island in her, always doing something useful ; 
and he even made several trips in her, within the first few 
months he had her running, as far as Betto's group. On 
ibese last voyages, he carried over Kannakas as passengers, 
as well as various small articles, such as fish-hooks, old 
iron, hatchets even, and now and then a little tobacco. 
These he exchanged for cocoa-nuts, which were yet scarce 
in the c»lpny, on account of the number of mouths to 
consume them ; baskets, Indian cloth, paddles which the 
islanders made very beautifully and with a great deal of 
care; bread-fruit, and other plants that abounded more at 
Betto's group than at the Reef, or even on the Peak. 

But the greatest voyage Betts made that season was 
when he took a freight of melons. This was a fruit which 
now abounded in the colony; so much so as to be fed even 
to the hogs, while the natives knew nothing of it beyond 
the art of eating it. They were extraordinarily fond of 
melons, and Bob actually filled the cabin of the Martha 
with articles obtained in exchange for his cargo. Among 
other things obtained on this occasion, was a sufficiency 
of sandal-wood to purchase for the owner of the sloop as 
many groceries as he could consume in his family for twelve 
months ; though groceries were high, as may well be sup- 
posed, in a place tike the Reef. Betls always admitted 
that the first great turn in his fortune was the money made 
on this voyage, in which he embarked without the least 
apprehension of Waally, and his never-ceasing wiles and 
intrigues. Indeed, most of his sales were made to that 
subtle and active chief, who dealt very fairly by him. 

At! this time the Rancocus was laid up for want of 
something to freight her with. At one time the governor 
thought of sending her to pick up a cargo where she could; 
but a suggestion by a seaman of the name of Walker set 
him on a different track, and put on foot an adventure 
which soon attracted (he attention of most of the sea-faring 
portion of the community. 

It hiid been observed by the crew of the Rancocus, not 
only in her original run through those seas, but in her two 
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subsequent passages from America, that the spermatieti 
whale abounded in all chat part of the ocean which lay ta 
windward of the group. Now Walker had once been 
second officer of a Nantucket craft, and was regularly 
brought up to the business of taking whales. Among the 
colonists were half a dozen others who had done more or 
less at the same business ; and, at the suggestion of Walker, 
whoihad gone out in the Rancocus as her first officer, 
captain Saunders laid in a provision of such articles as 
were necessary to set up the business. These consisted 
of cordage harpoons spades lance*! and casks. Then 



no 11 p f h 


I w h Id f 1 Henlopen was slowed 


with h k k 


f h p &,c., being also pro- 


vided 




Ah d 1 


d h ined in only small 


qua t II 1 


f d 1 i ip to Canton again, 


that y 


ly b d d At first this seemed 


tob 1 


b h 1 rnor came to reflect 


coolly h bj 


ly I b the council gener- 


ally n, 1 


1 1 P vidence was dealing 


mor m f % 


h h by g tiie people into tliis 


new h 11 


m 1 1 dve them to pursue 


the! g 1 1 


d 1 w d h d a purely adventitious 


valu h gh b 


gh p I ly in that age, a most 


eno p fi 


1 g d d, as to have a direct 


and q k d 


y d m 1 hose embarked in the 


trad Tl h ! 


b fi. other Jiand, while it 


mad 1 g 


d d d d ry, courage, perse- 


vera d f 


f p al. Of vessels, the 


coio h d 11 1 


y d 1 f bought of Saunders 


and h gg 


f W Ik f shed the particular 


mea d fp 


h V a superabundance 


intl g p 




I d 


1} f h such an occupation 




dl p 1 1 pirit of the colonists. 


Manm h 


1 y d main object to live 


for ; b p 


d 1 ambition, and to fall 


ctF h p g 


N it announced that 



iame alive to the results of the enterprise. This feeling 
s kept up by the governor's letting it he officially known 



iLvGoOglf 



Ihal each colonist should have one share, or " lay," as "il 
was termed, in ihe expected cargo; which share, or "Say," 
was to be paid for in provisions. Those actually engaged 
ID the business had as many " lays" as it was thought they 
could earn ; the colony in its collected capacity had a cer- 
tain number more, in return for arliclea received from the 
public stores ; and the governor, as owner of the vessels 
employed, received one-fifth of the whole cargo, or cargoes. 
This last was a very small return for the amount of capital 
employed ; and it was so understood by those who reaped 
the advantages of the owner's liberality. 

The Rancocus was not fitted out as a whaler, but was 

reserved as a ware-house to receive the oil, to store it until 

a cargo was collected, and then was to be used as a means 
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If.ft at home, unusual oaution was deemed necessary, be- 
cause the colony was weakened by this expedition of so 
many of its members. But everything is comparative with 

When all was ready, the whaling expedition sailed; the 
governor leading on'board the Mermaid, which had no less 
than forty females in her — Bridget and Anne being among 
them. The vessels went out by the southern channel, 
passing through the strait at the bridge in order to do so. 
This course was taken, as it would be easier to turn to 
windward in the open water between the south cape and 
the Peak, than to do it in the mrroiv passages between the 
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proportion to her size than the Mermaid. It happened, by 
ne of those vagaries of fortune wh ch so often thwart the 
b St eilculatioiis that a spout was seen to windward of the 
c Ifs at a moment \tlen the sloop was about a league 
nurer to it thdu any other et. el Now, every vessel in 
tl e fifeet had its while boat and whale boat's crew ; though 
31 



iLvGoOglf 



302 THE CRATEII.; 

the men of all but those who belonged to (he HenlopeB 
were altogether inexperieuued. It is true, the^ hivd learned 
the theory of the art of taking a whale; but they weie 
utterly wanting in the practice. Betts was not the man 
to liawe the game in view, however, and not make an effort 

'away he went, with Socrates in the bows, to fasten to a 
huge creature that Vas rolling on the water in a species of 
sluggish enjoyment of its instincts. It often happens that 
very young soldiers, more especially when an esprit de 
corps has been awakened in them, achieve things from 
which older troops would retire, under the consciousness 
of their hazards. So did it prove with the Martha's boat's 
crew on this occasion. Betts steered, and he put them 
directly on the whale ; Socrates, who looked fairly green 
under the influence of alarm and eagerness to attack, both 
increased by the total novelty of his situation, making his 
dart of the harpoon when the bows of the fragile craft were 
literally over the huge body of the animal. Ail the energy 
of the negro was thrown into his blow, for lie felt as if it 
were life or death with him ; and the whale spouted blood 
immediately. It is deemed a great exploit with whalers, 
though it is iTol of very rare occurrence, to inflict a death- 
wound with the harpoon; that implement being intended 
to make fast with [o the fish, which is subsequently slain 
with what is termed a lance. But Socrates actually killed 
the first whale he ever struck, with the harpoon ; and from 
that moment he became an importarit personage in the 
fisheries of those seas. That blow was a sort of Palo Alto 
affair to him, and was the forerunner of many similar suc- 
cesses. Indeed, it soon got to be said, that " with Bob 
Betts to put the boat on, and old Soc to strike, a whale 
commonly has a hard time on't." It is true, that a good 
many boats were stove, and two Kannakbs were drowned, 
that very summer, in consequence of these tactics; but 
the whales were killed, and Betts and the black escaped 
with whole skins. 

On this, the first occasion, the whale made the water 
foam, half-filled the boat, and would have dragged it under, 
but for the vigour of the negro's arm, and the home cha- 
racter of the blow, which caused the fish to turn -up and 



iLvGoOglf 



OK, VULCAN'S PEAK.. Sfi3 

Jirealhe his last, before lie had time to run any great dis- 
tance. Tlie goveriiot arrived on the spot, just as Bob 
had got a hawser to the whaie and was ready to (ill away 
for the South Cape channel again. The vessels passed 
each other cheeriog, and the governor admonished his 
friend not to carry the carcass too near the dwellings, lest it 
should render them uninhabitable. But Betta had his an- 
chorage already in his eye, and away he went, with the 
wind on his quarter, towing his prize at the rate of four or 
five knots. It may be said, here, that the Martha went 
into the passage, and that the whale was floated into shallow 
water, where sinking was out of the question, and Bob and 
his Kannakas, about twenty in number, went to work to peel 
off the blubber in a very efficient, though not in a very 
scientific, or artistical manner. They got the creature 
stripped of its jacket of fat that very night, and next morn- 
ing the Martha appeared with a set of kettles, in which the 
blubber was tried out. Casks were also brought in the 
sloop, and, when the work was done, it was found that that 
single whaie yielded one hundred and eleven barrels of oil, 
of which thirty-three barrels were head-matter ! This was 
a capital commencement for the new trade, and Betts con- 
veyed the whole of his prize to the Reef, where the oil was 
started into the ground-tier of the Rancocus, the casks of 
which were newly repaired, and ready stowed to receive it. 
A week later, as the governor in the Mermaid, cruising 
in company with the Henlopen and Abraham, was looking 
out for whales about a hundred miles to windward of the 
Peak, having met with no success, he was agim joined by 
Betts in the Martha. Everything was reported right at the 
Reef. The Neshamony had come in for provisions and 
gone out again, and the Rancocus would stand up without 
watching, with her hundred and eleven btrrels of oil m 
her lower hold. The governor expressed his sense of 
Bttts' services, and reminding him of his old faculty of 
seeing farther and truer than most on board, he asked him 
to go up into the brig's cress-trees and lake a look for 
whales. The keen-eyed fellow had not been alslt ten 
minutes, before the cry of "spouts — spouts'" was inging 
through the vessel. The proper signal was made to the 
Henlopen and Abraham, when everybody made sail in the 
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necessary direction. By sunset a great number of whales 
were fallen in- wiili, and as Capt, Walker gave it as iiis 
opinion they were feeding in thil place, no attempt was 
made on them until morning The next day, however, 
with the return of light six boats were in the water, and 
pulling off towards the game 

On this occasion. Walker led on, as became his rank 
and experience. In less than an hour he was fast to a very 
krge whale, a brother of that taken by Betts; and the 
females had the exciting spectdcle, of a boat lowed by an 
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by the fofmer At snon ii the whale re-appears on the 
surface and bee jmea stationary, or even moderates hia 
speed a little the men begin to haul in line, gradually 
closing with their intended victim. It often happens that 
(he whnie starts afresh when line must be permitted to run, 
out anew , this process of " holding in" and " letting run" 
being often renewed several times at the taking of a single 
iish. When the boat can be hauled near enough, the 
oflicer at its head darts his lance into the whale, aiming at 
a vital part. If the creature "spouts blood," it is well; 
but if not hit in the vitals, away it goes, and the whole bu- 
siness of " letting run," " towing," and " hauling in" has 
CO be gone over again. 

On the present occasion, Walker's harpooner, or boat- 
i^teerer, as he is called, had made a good " heave," and 
was well fast to his fish. The animal made a great circuit, 
/unning completely found the Mermaid, at a distance 
which enabled those on board her to see all that was pass- 
ing. When nearest to the brig, and the water was curling 
(iff the bow of the boat in combs two feet higher than her 
gunwale, under the impulse given by the frantic career of 
the whale, Bridget presse I closer to her husband's side, 
and, for the first time in her life, mentally thanked Heaven 
that he was the governor, since that was an office which 
did not require him to go forth and kill whales. At thai 
very moment, Mark was burning with the desire to have 
a hand in the sport, though he certainly had some doubts 
whether such an occupation would suitably accord with the 
dignity of his office. 

Walker got alongside of his whale, within lialf a mile 
of the two brigs, and to-leeward of both. In consequence 
of this favourable circumstance, the Henlopen soon had its 
prize hooked on, and her people at work stripping off the 
blubber. This is done by hooking the lower block of a 
powerful purchase in a portion of the substitnce, and then 
cutting a strip of convenient size, and heaving on the fall 
at the windlass. The strip, is cut by implements called 
spades, and the blubber is torn from the carcass by the 
strain, after the sides of the " blanket-piece," as the strip 
is termed, are separated from the other portions of the ani- 
mal by the cutting process. The " blanket-pieces" are 
SI* 
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often raised aa high as the lower mast-heads, or as far as 
the purchase will admit of its being carried, when a trarjs- 
verse cut is made, and the whole of the fragment is lowered 
on deck. This " blanket-piece" is then cut into pieces 
and put into the try-works, a large boiler erected on deck, 
in order to be " tryed-out," when the oil is cooled, and 
" started" below into casks. In this instance, the oil was 
taken on board the Abraham as fast as it was " tryed-out" 
on board ihe Henlopen, the weather admitling of the 
transfer. 

But that single whale was far from being the only fruits 
of Betts' discovery. The honest old Delaware seaman took 
two more whales himself, Socrates making fast, and he 
killing the creatures. The boats of the Henlopen also took 
two more, and that of the Abraham, one. Betts in the 
Martha, and the governor in the Mermaid towed four of 
these whales into the southern channel, and into'what now 
got the name of the Whaling Bight. This was the spot 
where Betts had tryed out ihe first fish taken, and it proved 
to be every way suitable for its business. The Bight 
formed a perfectly safe harbour, and [here was not only a 
sandy shoal on which the whales could be floated and kept 
from sinking, a misfortune that sometimes occurs, but it 
had a natural c|uay quite near, where the Rancocus, her- 
self, could lie. There was fresh water in abundance, and 
an island of sufficient size to hold the largest whaling esta- 
blishment that ever existed. This island was incontinently 
named Blubber Island. The greatest disadvantage was the 
total absence of soil, and consequently of all sorts of herb- 
age ; but its surface was as smooth as that of an artificial 
quay, admitting of the rolling of casks with perfect ease. 
The governor no sooner ascertained the facilities of the 
place, which was far enough from the ordinary passage to 
and from the Peak to remove the nuisances, than he de- 
termined to make it his whaling haven. 

The Abraham was sent across to Rancocus Island for a 
load of lumber, and extensive sheds were erected, in time 
to receive the Henlopen, when she came in with a thousand 
barrels of oil on board, and (owing in three whales that she 
had actually taken in the passage between Cape South and 
the Pe^k. Hy ihat time, the Rancocus had been moved. 
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being stiff enough to be brought from the Reef to Blubber 
Island, under some of her lower sails. This moving of 
i-essela among the islands of the group was a very easy 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

" The forest reels bonealh the stroke 
Of aturjy wooJoian'anja; 
The earth tccfives the while man's yoke, 



harvest iields, 
ir jielcla." 



NoTWiTH STANDI NO the great success which attended the 
beginning of the whaling, it was six months before the 
Rancocus was loaded, and ready to aai! for Hamburgh 
with her cargo. This time the ship went east, at once, 
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instead of sailing to the wesiwariJ, as she had previoualj 
done — taking with her a erew composed partly of colonists 
and partly of Kannakas. Six hoya, however, went in the 
ship, the children of reputable settlers ; all of whom the 
governor intended should be ofRcers, hereafter, on board 
of colony vessels. To prevent difficulties on the score of 
national character, on leaving America the last time, 
Saunders had cleared for the islands of the Pacific and a 
market ; meaning to cover his vessel, let her go where she 
might, by the latter reservation. This question of nation- 
ality offered a good deal of embarrassment in the long run, 
and the council foresaw future embarrassments as con- 
nected with the subject; but, every one of the colonists 
being of American birth, and America being then neutral, 
and all the American-built vessels having American papers, 
it was thought most prudent to let things lake their natural 
course, under (he existing arrangement, until something 
occurred to render a more decided policy advisable. 

As soon as the Rancocus got ofT, the Henlopen went 
out again, to cruise about two hundred leagues to wind- 
ward ; while the inshore fishery was carried on by Betts, 
in the Martha, with great spirit and most extraordinary 
success. So alive did the people get to be to the profit 
and sport of this sort of business, that boats were con- 
structed, and crews formed all over the colony, there being 
often as many as a dozen different parties out, taking 
whales near the coasts. The fiiror existed on the Peak, 
as well as in the low lands, and Bridget and Anne could 
not but marvel that men would quit the delicious coolness, 
the beautiful groves, and all the fruits and bountiful pro- 
ducts of that most delightful plain, to go out on the ocean, 
in narrow quarters, and under a hot sun, to risk their lives 
in chase of the whale' This did the colonists, neierthe- 
less, until the governor himself began to fee! the necessity 
of striking a whale, if he would mamtain his proper place 
in the public opinion 

As respects the governor, and the other high functiona- 
ries of the colony, some indulffeiice was entertained, it 
being the popular notion ihit men whi Ined ao much 
wtthin doors, and who^e handa got to be so soft, were not 
exactly the wrt nf persms who would he most useful at 
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tiiB oar, Henloii, iiiid the merchants, PenDouk, and the 
two younger Woolstons, with the ciergyman, were easily 
excused in the popular mind ; but the governor was known 
to be a prime seaman, and a silent expectation appeared to 
prevail, that some day he would be seen in the bow of a 
boat, laneiiig a wha!e. Before the first season was over, 
this expectation was fully realized; Governor Woolston 
heading no less than four of v5hnt were called the colony 
boats, or boats that belonged to the state, and fished as 
much for honour as profit, taking a tine whale on each 
occasion. These exploits of the governor's capped the 
climax, in the way of giving a tone to the public mind, on 
the subject of taking whales. No man could any longer 
doubt of its being honourable, as well as useful, and even 
the boys petitioned to be allowed to go out. The Kanna* 
kaa, more or less of whom were employed in each vessel, 
rose greatly in the public estimation, and no young man 
couid expect to escape animadversion, unless he had been 
present at least once at the taking of a whale. Those who 
had struck or lanced a fish were now held in a propor- 
tionate degree of repute. It was, in fact, in this group 
that tlie -custom originally obtained, which prohibited a 
young man from standing at the head of the dance who 
had not struck his fish; and not at Nantucket, as has been 
erroneously supposed. 

In a community where such a spirit was awakened, it is 
not surprising that great success attended the fisheries. 
The Henlopen did well, bringing in eight hundred barrels; 
but she found six hundred more in waiting for her, that 
had been taken by the in-shore fishermen; some using the 
Abraham, some the Martha, some the Anne, and others 
again nothing but the boats, in which they pursued their 
game. In the latter cases, however, when a fish was 
taken, one of the larger vessels was usually employed to 
take the creature into the Bight. In (his way was the oil 
obtained, which went to make up a cargo for the Hen- 
lopen. The governor had his doubts about sending this 
brig on so distant a voyage, the vessel being so slow ; but 
there was no choice, since she must go, or the cargo must 
remain a long time where it was. The brig was accord- 
ingly filled up, taking in seventeen hundred barrels; and 
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(he sailed for Hamburgh, under the command of a young 
man named Thomas. Walker remained behind, prefer- 
ring to superintend the whiiling affairs at home. 

So high did the fever run, by this time, that it was de- 
termined to buiid a couple of vessels, each to meiisore about 
a hundred and eighty tons, with the sole object of using 
them to take the whale. Six months after laying (heir 
keels, these little brigs were, launched; and lucky it was 
that the governor had ordered copper for a ship to be 
brdught out, since it now came handy for using on tiiese 
two craft. But, the whaling business had not been suffered 
lo lag while the Jonas and the Dragon were on the stocks ; 
the Anne, and the Martha, and the single boats, being out 
near half the time. Five hundred barrets were taken in 
this way; and Betts, in particular, had made so much 
money, or, what was the same thing, had got so much oil, 
that he came'one morning to his friend the governor, when 
the following interesting dialogue took place l>etween them, 
m the audience-chamber of the Colony House. It may as 
ivell be said here, that the accommodations for the chief 
magistrate had been materially enlarged, and that he now 
dwelt in a suite of apartments that would have been deemed 
respectable even in Philadelphia. Bridget had a taste for 
furniture, and the wood of Rancocus Island admitted of 
many articles being made that were really beautiful, and 
which might have adorned a palace. Fine mats had been 
brought from China, such as are, and long have been, in 
common use in America; neat and quaint chairs and set- 
tees had also been in the governor's invoices, to say nothing 
of large quantities of fine and massive earthenware. In a 
word, the governor was getting to be rich, and like all 
wealthy men, he had a disposition to possess, in a propor- 
tionate degree, the comforts and elegancies of civilized life. 
But to come to onr dialogue — 

" Walk in. Captain, Betts— walk in, sir, and do me the 
favour to take a chair," said the governor, motioning to 
his old friend to be seated. "You are always welcome, 
here; for I do not forget old times, I can assure you, my. 

"Thankee, governor; thankee, with all my heart. I 
do find everything changed, now-a-days, if the truth must 
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be said, but yourself. To me, you be always, Mr. Mark, 
and Mr, Woolstoo, and we seem to sail along in company, 
much as we did the time you first went out a foremast-lad, 
and 1 teached you the difftrence between a flat-knot and a 
granny," 

"No, ho, Bob, everything is not so much changed as 
you pretend — I am not changed, in the first place." 

"I confess it — you. be the same, governor, blow high, 
or blow low." 

"Then Martha la not changed, or nothing worth men- 
tioning. A liule more matronly, perhaps, and not quite 
as much of a girl as when you first made her acquaintance; 
but Martha, nevertheless. And, aa for her heart, I'il an- 
swer for it that is just the colour it waa at sixteen, " 

"Why yea g "ernor tis much aa you say. Marthy 
is now the mother of t ur chddren and thtt confarms a 
woman s appearance depend n t £ut Mirthy is Mar- 
thy and for that m M B d et i' Miss Bridget, 
as much as one pei I k h Madam Woolston 
does full credit to the I n nor and looks more 
like eighteen than ev 

"My wife enjoys e 11 b 1 h Betls; and grateful 
am I to God that it is s B I I k all our women have 
a fresh and sea-air so f look h rful ireshness about 
ihem, that I ascribe to h 1 nd ! sea-breezes. Then 
we have mountain air dd n n the Peak." 

"Ay, a.y, sir — I da y j e g t it right, as you do 
most matters. Well, g I d n know which counts 

op the fastest in the colony, children or whales?" 

"Both flourish," answered Mark, smiling, "as our re- 
ports show. Mr. Secretary tells me that there were, on the 
first of the last month, three hundred and eighteen children 
inlhlydh^f y f hom no less 

tha 1 d d d y b here — pure 

Cra 1 J g h Id d Betts." 

'I fibg gg — m pitaJ start; 

and h gh b y g d m I at taking a 

whal h I J h y II come on in 
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Belts. I hear you got in another hundred-barrel gentlenian 
last week !" 

"Times is altered with me, governor; and limes is 
altered with you, too, sir, since jou and I rafted loam and 
sea-weed, to rLiise a few cucumbers, and squashes, and 
melons. Then, we should have been as happy as princes 
to have had a good roof over our heads," 

" I trust we are botli thankful, where thanks are due, for 
all this, Belts?" 

" VVhy, yes, sir, I endivoiir so to be ; though men is des- 
perate apt to believe they desarve all ihey get hut the ill 
luck. I and Marthy try to think of what is all in all to us, 
and I believe Marthy does make out pretty well, in that 
parlic'lar, accordin' to Friends' ways; though I am often 
jammed in religion, and all for want of taking to it early 
as I sometimes think, sir." 

"There is no dosbl. Belts, that men grow in Christian 
eharaeter, as well as in evil ; and the most natural growth, 
in all things, is that of the young. A great deal is lo be 
undone and unlearned, if we put off the important hour lo 
a late period in life." 

"Weil, aa to unl'arnin', I suppose a fellow thai had as 
little edication as myself will have an easy time of it," an- 
swered Belts, with perfect simplicity and good faith ; " for 
most of my schoolin' was drowned in salt water by the time 
I was twelve." 

" I am glad of one thing," put in the governor, half in 
a congratulating way, and half inquiringly ; ■' and that is, 
that the Rev. Mr. Hornblower lakes so well with the peo- 
pie. Everybody appears to be satisfied with his ministra- 
tions ; and I do not see that any one is the worse for them, 
although he is an Episcopalian." 

Betts twisted about on his chair, and seemed at first un- 
willing to answer; but his natural frankness, and his long 
bnbits of intimacy and confidence with Mark Woolston, 
b, ih as man and boy, forbade his attempting anything 
seriously in the way of concealment. 

"Well, governor, they do say that 'many men, many 
minds,' " he replied, after a brief pause ; " and I suppose 

cli'ice of a wife. If all men took to the same woman, or 
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all seamen shipped for the . 
hold, and a crowded and 

" We have a choice giv( 
ships and as to wives, C 
allowed any of us in what 
are to mind the Bailor's ma 



n healthy v 

OS by Providence, both as to 
itain Belts; but no choioe is 
ilates to religion. 3u that, we 
ID, ' to obej orders if we break 

"Little fear of -breaking owners,' I fancy, governor. 
But, the difficulty is to know what orders is. Now, Friends 
doesn't hold, at all, to dressing and undressing in church 
titne; and I think, myself, books is out of place in praying 
to God." 

"And is there much said among the people. Captain 
Belts, about the parson's gown and surplice, and about his 
reading his prayers, instead of writing them out, and get- 
ting them by heart V 

There was a little malice in the governor's question, for 
ne was loo much behind the curtain to be the dupe of any 
pretending claims to sudden inspirations, and well knew 
that every sect had its liturgy, though only half-a-dozen 
have the honesty to print (hem. The answer of his friend 
was, as usual, frank, and lo the point. 

"I cannot say but there is, Mr. Mark. As for the 
tlothes,- women will talk about t/iem, as you well* know. 



; it being thi 
much. Then a 
our people thinl 
A little worse, per hap 

"I am sorry to h 
which they attend ih 
dices were abating, 

"I dcn't think, g 
of a mutiny ; thoug 
before. But, my bu 
and I know it isn't 
with us both, when w 
means of getting aw 
that we fancied migh 
having got the two i 
:^2 



prayi 



o be dressing themselve 
g from the book, quite half of 
iny belter than no praying at all. 
h p k 
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"ThaDit you, Captain Belts, Does jour present rigi 
relate to either of those brigs?" 

"W!ij, toe t i p'- ■ a ■ I' k 

a fancy to the D g d h Id 1 k b y b 

" Buy her ! H y y h h i 

will coat, Bett ? 

" Not a gre y f m 1 h d d II I h Id 

think, goverrio 1 h pp S h 

is charged high h p 1 1 w Id b w i 

and other some is n t. Take away the copper, and I should 
think a good deal less would buy either." 

" And have you eight thousand dollars at command, my 
friend, with which to purchase (he brig?" 

" If ile is money, yes ; if ile is n't money, no. I 've got 
three hundred barrels on hand, one hundred of which ia 

" I rejoice to hear this. Captain Betts, and the brig you 
shall have. I thought to have sold both to the merchants, 
for I (fid not suppose any one else, here, could purchase 
them; but I would greatly prefer to see one of them in the 
hands of an old friend. You shall have the Dragon, Betts, 
since you like her." 

"Done and done between gentlemen, is enough, sir; 
not that I set myself up for a gentleman, governor, but I 've 
lived too long and too much in your respected society not 
to have I'arn'd aome of the ways. The brig 's mine, if ile 
will pay for her. And now, sir, having completed the 
trade, t should like to know if your judgment and mine be 
the same.- I say the Dragon will beat the Jonas half a 
knot, the best day the Jonaa ever seed." 

" I do not know but you are right. Bob, In looking at 
the (wo craft, last evening, I gave the preference to the 
Dragon, though I kept my opinion to myself, lest I might 
mortify those who built the Jonas," 

"Welt, sir, I'm better pleased to hear this, than to be 
able to pay for (he brig! It ia something to a plain body 
like myself, to find his judgment upheld by them that know 
all aboc! a matter." 

In this friendly and perfectly confidential way did Mark 
Woelstoh still act with his old and long-tried friend, Ro- 
bfrt Betts. The Dragon was cheap at the money meij- 
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tionec!, and the governor took all of the old seaman's ' ile' 
at the very top of the market. This purchase at once ele- 
vated Betts in the coiony, to a rank but a little below Ihat 
of the ' gentlemen,' if his modesty disposed him to decline 
being classed absolutely with them. What was more, it 
put him in the way of almost coining money. The brig 
he purchased turned out to be as fast as he expected, and 
what was more, the character of a lucky vessel, whioli she 
got the very first cruise, never left her, and gave her com- 
mander and owner at al) times a choice of hands 

Tl g Id h J 1 I d k 

h M h ff B id g I I f 

gilyd dh fp P 



R 1 p d by h 

b h T 1 d ) 

pi dp 1 f gl d 



§h 



F lyh y PPpf 

1 y wh h I k h g 11 m Ij y 

d 1 P <i h 1 f I PI 

to precede it a little, y ce d 

there. If every institution became no more than what it 
was designed lo be, by those who originally framed it, the 
state of man on earth would be very different from what it 
is. The unchecked means of publicity, out of all question, 
are indispensable lo the circulation of troths; and it is 
equally certain that the unrestrained means of .publicity 
are equally favourable to the circulation of lies. If we 
cannot get along safely without the possession of one of 
these advantages, neither can we get along very safely 
while existing under the daily, hourly, increasing influence 
of the other — call it what you will. If truth is all-important, 
in one sense, falsehood is all -important too, in ;i contrary 
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Had there been a newspaper nl the Crater, under ihe 
control of some philosopher, who had neither native talent, 
nor its substitute educalicm, but who had been etruuk out 
of a printer's devil by the rap of a composing-stick, as 
Minerv.i is reported to have been struck, full-grown, out 
of Jupiter's head by the hammer of Vulcan, it is probable 
thai the wiseacre might have discovered that 'it was an 
inexcusable interference with the rights of the colonists, 
to enact that no one should carry letters for hire, but those 
connected with the regular post-office. But, no such per- 
son existing, the public mind v/&s left to the enjoyment of 
its common-sense ignorance, which remained satisfied with 
the fact that, though it might be possible to get a letter 
carried from the Reef to the Cove, between which places 
the communications were constanl and regular, for half the 
money charged by the office, yet it was not possible to get 
letters carried between some of the other points in the 
colony for twenty times the regulated postage. It is probable, 
therefore, that the people of the Crater and the Peak felt, 
that in supporting a general system, which embraced ihe 
good of all, they did more towards extending civilization, 
than if they killed the hen, at once, in order to come at 
the depository of the goldei) eggs, in the shortest way. 

In the middle ages, he who wished to send a missive, 
was compelled, more than half the time, to he at the ex- 
pense of a special messenger. The butchers, and a class 
of traders that corresponds, in part, to the modern English 
traveller, took charge of letters, on the glorious Free Trade 
principle; and sometimes public establishments hired mes- 
sengers to go back and forth, for their own purposes. 
Then, the governments, perceiving the utility of such ar- 
rangements, imperfect as they were, had a sort of post- ■ 
offices for their use, which have reached down to our own 
times, in the shape of government messengers. There can 
be little doubt that the man who foundJie could get a letter 
safely and promptly conveyed five hundred miles for a 
crown, after having been obliged previously to pay twenty 
for the same service, felt that he was the obliged p'lrty, 
and never fancied for a moment, that, in virtue of his 
patronage, he waa entitled to give himself airs, and to 
stand upon his natural right to have a post-office of his 
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jwn, at the reduciici price. But, indulgence creates wan- 
tonness, and the very men wiio receive the highest favours 
f th p t ffice of this country in which a letter i- 
dlie-d yhddl p 

g I I 1 fif 1 d ffi 

y yl g !g lilEpltk 

dg b hh hlbyfd 

If dpo th pflmll 

w) I h mpos> hpbl b (R fdgh 



ddhh h hfllf 

t ik ly 



Iti h 



li h y f d h 
ly f pi 



mybdh dddp lly 

p 1! h m f m h 

d h h y rap p 1 d b I 

h h h d f 1 ly 1 1 ts Id 

not be called a letter- writing people, considered as a whole, 
but the facilities offered & temptation to improve, and, in 
time, the character of the entire community received a 
beneficial impression from, the introduction of the mails. 

It was not long after the' two brigs were sold, and just 
as the Martha came into government possession, that all 
the principal functionaries made a tour of the whole set- 
tlements, using the sloop for that purpose. One of the 
objects was to obtain statistical facts; though personal ob- 
servation, with a view to future laws, was the principal 
motive. The governor, secretary, attorney-general, iind 
most of the council were along; and pleasure and business 
being thus united, their wives were also of the party. 
There being no necessity for remaining in the Martha at 
night, that vessel was found amply sufficient for all other 
purposes, though the " progress" occupied fully a fortnight, 
As a brief relation of its details will give the reader a full 
32* 
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idea of the present state of the " country," as the colonists 
now began lo call their territories, we propose to (looom- 
pany the travellers, day by day, and to give some short au- 
count of what they saw, and of what they did. The 
Martha sailed from the cove about eight in the morning, 
having on board seventeen passengers, in addition to two 
h h were going over to Rancocus Island on their 

! b ess. The sloop did not sail, however, directly 
f b I amed island, but made towards the volcano, 
h I h d f late ceased to be as active as formerly, and 
h dition of which it was now deemed important 

k so e inquiries. The Martha was a very fast ves- 
sel d soon quietly anchored in a am'sli bay, on the 
1 d d of the island, where landing was not only 
p bl but easy. For the first lime since its existence 
h vas ascended. All the gentlemen went up, 
d H took its measurement by means of instru- 
Th accumulation of materials, principally ashes 
d as hough lava had begiin to appear in one or two 
m II an s, had been very great since the governor's 
fi he spot. The island now measured about two 
m 1 d leter, and being nearly round, might be said 
b here near six in circumference. The crater 
If f Ily half a mile in diameter, and, at that nio- 
q lite a thousand feet in height above the sea. 
I h of this vast valley, were three smaller craters 
! y which served as outieta to the fires beneath. 
A pi Id formed within the. crater, some four Jiundred 
f b 1 a summit, and it already began to assume +hat 
Iph d and unearthly hue, that is so eanimcm' in 
d b tive volcanoes. Occa^Jonally, a deep, roaring 
would be succeeded by a hissing souiid^.iiot unlike that 
produced by a sudden escape of steam frprn a boiler, and 
then a report would follow, accompanied .by smjike and 
stones; some of the latter of which were projected several 
hundred yards into the air, and fell on 'the plain of the 
crater. But these explosions were not one-tenth as frequent 
as formerly. 

The result of all the observations was to create an im- 
pression that this outlet to the fires beneath was approach- 
ing a period when it would become inactive, and when, 
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indeed, some other outlet for the pent forces miglit be 
made. After passiug half-a-day on and around the vol- 
catio, even Bridget and Anne mustered courage and 
strength to ascend it, supported bj the willing arms of 
their husbands. The females were rewarded for their 
trouble, though both declared that they should ever feel a 
most profound respect for the place aller this near view of 
its terrors as well as of its beauties. 

On quitting the volcano, the Martha proceeded directly 
to leeward, reaching Rancocua Island about sunset. Here 
the sloop anchored in the customary haven, and everybody 
but her crew landed. The fort was still kept up at this 
place, on account of the small number of the persons who 
dwell there, though little apprehension now existed of a 
visit from the natives; with the exception of the Kannakas, 
who went back and forth constantly on board the different 
crail in which they were employed, not a native had been 
near either island of the colony since the public visit of 
young Ooroony, on the occasion of bringing over labourers 
to help to form the grounds of Colony House. The number 
and force of the different vessels would seem to have per- 
manently se 1 d h q f d 3 i 
and no one y I bid p b 
trovertcd. 

The popul R I I d d d 

more than fify I d h I d d d 

children. Of h 1 I w h y 

many ; though fi b lly d ly 

one died. Th k p h II g 1 h 

of all sorts; dhymdbhbk dl iS 

cient quant pply 1 f h w 1 

islands. Atfi hlb fd y kpa 

greater force h bl^^bf h fwlh 

we are writ ghpplndllg h gi 

dwellings, adh I wq dfbldug 

were merely I u d dd co 

Btcuetiona. Th I h k p 1 m q 

lively employ db hygwllpdf h wk 

everybody s d d Th M h d 

without brii gg q fftsaswil ge- 

tables, the R CO i mb I k p y g b I I 
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_;ar(3ei)iiig or liuabaviiiry. The island had ils 
productions, and there was available land enough, perhaps, 
to support a few thousand people, but, after the group and 

h P k he place seemed so little tempting (o the far- 

h o one yet thought of using it for the ordinary 

m f pporting life. The "visitors," as the party 

II d h elves, had an inquiry made into the state of 

1 n m 1 hat had been turned joose, od the pastures and 
m n des of the island, to seek their own living, 

Tl h g as usual, had increased largely; it was sup- 
p 1 I might be near two hundred of these animals, 
h 11 f which, however, were still grunters. The 
I b casionally killed one, but the number grew so 

f h vas foreseen it would be necessary to have an 

1 h ,-in order to keep it down. The goats did 
p 1 ly well, though they remained so much on the 

I gh p ks as to be seldom approached by any of the 
m n Th cow had also increased her progeny, there 
b wo less than four younger animals, all of whom 

y Id d II to the people. The poultry flourished here, 
as It did m all that region, the great abundance of fruit, 
worms, insects, &c. rendering it unnecessary to feed them, 
though Indian-corn was almost to be had for the aaking, 
throughout all the islands. This gram was rarely har- 
vested, except as it was wanted, and the hogs that were 
fattened were usually turned in upon it m the belds 

It may be well to say, that pnctiie and experience had 
taught the coionisia something in the wiy of fattening their 
pork. The animals were kept in the group until they were 
about eighteen months old, when they were regularly trans- 
ported to the cove, in .large droves, and made to ascend the 
steps, passing the last two months of their lives amid the 
delightful groves of the Peak. Here they had acorns in 
abundance, though their principal food was Indian eorri, 
being regularly attended by Kannafcas who had been trained 

himself, or sent some one to claim his hogs; all of which 
were slaughtered on the Peak,' and carried away in the 
form of pork. The effect of this change was to make 
niiich finer meat, by giving the animals a cooler atmosphere 
find purer food. 
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From Rancocus Island the Martha sailed for the group, 
whtch was visited and inspected in all its settlements by the 
governor and council. The policy adopted by the govern- 
ment of the colony was very much unlike that reported to 
in America, in connection with the extension of the settie- 
meiits. Here a vast extent of surface is loosely overrun, 
rendering the progress of civilization rapid, but very im- 
perfect. Were the people of the United States confined to 
one-half the territory they now occupy, there can be little 
question that they would be happier, more powerful, more 
civilized, and less rude in manners and feehngs; although 
it may be high treason to insinuate that they are not ail, 
men, women and children, already at the ite plus ultra of 
each of those attainments. But there is a just medium in 
the density of human population, as well as in other things; 
and that has not yet been reached, perhaps, even in the 
most thickly peopled of any one of the Old Thirteen. 
Now, Mark Woolston had seen enough of the fruits of a 
concentrated physical force, in Europe, to comprehend their 
value; and he early set his face against the purely skim- 
ming process. He was resolved that the settlements should 
not extend faster than was necessary, and that as much of 
civilization should go with them as was attainable. In 
consequence of this policy, the cjuntrj soon obtained a 
polished aspect, as far as the settlements reached. There 
weie four or five distinct points that formed exceptions to 
this rule, it haviug been considered convenient to make 
establishments there, principally on account of the whalers. 
One, and the largest of these isolated settlements, was in 
the Whaling Bight, quite near to Blubber Island, where a 
village had sprung up, containing the houses and shops 
of coopers, rope-makers, boat-buiiders, carpenters, biack- 
emiths &c ' men employed in making casks, whaling 
g d b ts r w he dwellings of three 

o m dm as well as of sundry 

b In h h h ight have been fifty 

h b h p p of which about two- 

h d w a gg g g while the remainder 

mpos d n u E rything at this place 

d d p ness ; the merchants 

k d and returning for it, 
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hoop», iron in bars, hemp, and such other articles as were 
wanted for the trade. 

By this time, the Eancooua had returr ed, and had dis- 
charged her inward-bound cargo at the Beef, bringing 
excalieiit returaa for the oils sent to Hamburgh. She now 
lay in Whaling Bight, being about to load anew with oil 
that had been taken during her absence. Saunders was aa 
busy as a bee ; and Mrs. Saunders, who had come across 
from her own residence on the Peak, in order tp remain as 
longas possible with her husband, was as happy as the day 
was long ; seeming never to tire of exhibiting her presents 
to the other women at the Bight, 

At the Reef itself, an exceedingly well-built little town 
was springing up. Since the removal of the whaling ope- 
rations to the Bight, all nuisances were abated, and the 
streets, quays, and public walks were as neat as could be 
desii'ed. The trees had grown wonderfully, and the gar- 
dens appeared as verdant and fresh as if they had a hun- 
dred feet of loam beneath them, instead of I'esting on solid 
lava, as was the fact. These gai'dens had increased in 
numbei-s and estent, so that the whole town was embedded 
in verdure and young trees. That spot, on which the sun 
liad once beaten so fiercely as to render it oft«n too hot to 
be supported by the naked foot, was now verdant, cool, 
and refreshing, equally lo the eye and to the feelings. The 
streets were narrow, ffs is desirable in ^arm climates — 
thus creating shade, as well as increasing the draughts of 
iur through them; it being in the rear that the houses ob- 
tained space for ventilation as well as for vegetation. The 
whole number of dwellings on the Reef now amounted to 
sixty.four ; while the wai'ehouees, publlo buildings, ships, 
offices, and other constj'uotions, brought the number of the 
roofs up to one huadred. These buildings. Colony House 
and the warehouses excepted, were not very large cer- 
taifliy, but they were of jespeetable dimensions, and neat 
and well put together. Colony House was large, as iias 
been mentioned; and thoughplain, certain ornaments had 
been completed, which contributed much to its appear- 
ance. Every building, without eioeptlon, had some sort 
of verandah to it; and as mostof these additions were 
now embowered in shrubs or vi:ies, tlicy formed delightful 
places of retreat during the heat of the day. 
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By ii very sitiiple procees, water was pumped up from the 
largest spring by means of wind-sails, and conveyed in 
wooden logs to every building in the pliice. The logs 
were laid through the gardens, for the double purp<ise of 
getting soil to cover them, and to put them out of the w<iy. 
Without the town, a regular system had been adopted, by 
which to continue to increase the s<.il. The rock was 
blown out, as stone was wanted ; leaving, however, a quay 
around the margin of the island. As soon as low enough, 
the cavities" became the receptacles of everything that could 
contribute to form soil ; and one day in each month was 
set apart for a " bee;" during which little was done but to 
transport earth from l^am Island, which was far from 
being exhausted yet, or even levelled, and scattering it on 
(hose hollow spots. In this manner, a considerable extent 
of surface, nearest to the town, had already been covered, 
and seeded, and planted, so that it was now possible to walk 
from the town to the crater, a distance of a quarter of a 
mile, and be the whole time amid flowering shrubs, young 
trees, and rich grasses ! 

As for the crater itself, it w 
way of vegetation. Its cocoa-ni 
its figs, oranges, limes, shaddocks, &.c. iSt-o., were not only 
abundant, but rich and large. The Summit was in spots 
covered with delicious groves, and the openings were of as 
dark a verdure, the year round, as if the place lay twenty 
degrees farther from the equator than was actually the 
case. Here Kitty, followed by a flock of descendants, was 
permitted stiU to rove at large, the governor deeming her 
rights in the place equal to his own. The plain of the 
crater was mostly under tillage, being used as a common 
garden for all who dwelt in the town. Each person was 
taxed so many days, in work, or in money, agreeably to a 
village ordinance, and by such means was the spot tilled; 
in return, each person, according to a scale that was regu- 
lated by the amount of the contribution, was allowed to 
eome or send daily, and dig and carry away a stated quan- 
tity of fruits and vegetables. All this was strictly regu- 
lated by a town law, and the gardener had charge of the 
n of the ordinance ; but the governor had privately 
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intimited to him tint there wa-. do iif e=sil> for his being 
ver3 pirtirular, so long as tlie people were so few, and the 
produt/ta BO abundant The entire populdtion of the Reef 
proper amounted, at this visitation, to just ihree hundred 
and twenty-six persons, of whom near a hundred were 
under twelve years o! age This, howeier, was exclusnely 
of kannaiias, but included the absent beamen, whose fami- 
lies dwelt there perm mently 

The selllement at Dunks' Cove has been inentionpd, and 
nothmg need be said of it, beyond the fact that its agri- 
culture bid improved and been exiended, its trees had 
giown, and its popuhtion increased There was another 
similFir settlement at East Cove — or Bay would be the bet- 
ter name — which was al the place where Mark Woolstou 
had found his way out to sea, by pausing through a narrow 
and half- concealed inlet. This entrance to the group wag 
now much used bji the whalers, who fell in wilh a great 
many fish in the oJBng, and who found it very convenient 
to tow them into this large basin, and cut them up. Thence 
the blubber was sent down in lighters to Whaling Bight, to 
be tryed out. This arrangement saved a tow of some live- 
and-twenty miles, and often prevented a loss of the fish, as 
sometimes occurred in the outside passage, by having it 
blown on an iron-bound coast. In consequence, of these 
uses of the place, a settlement had grown up near it, and 
it already began to look like a spot to be civilized. As 
yet, however, it was the least advanced of all the settle- 
ments in the group. 

At the West Bay, there was a sort of naval station and 
look-out port, to watch the people of the neighbouring isl- 
ands. The improvements did not amount to much, how- 
ever, being limited to one farm, a small battery that com- 
manded the roads, and a fortified house, which was also a 

The agricultural, or strictly rural population of the 
group, were seated along the different channels nearest to 
the Reef. Some attention had been paid, in the choice, to 
the condition of the soil ; but, on the whole, few unoccupied 
spots could now be found within a league of the Reef, and 
nn any of the principal passages that communicated with 
the different islands. There were foot-paths, which might 
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tie used by horses, leading from farm to farm, along the 
margins of the channels ; bat the channels themselves were 
the ordinary means of communicating between neighbours. 
Boats of ail aorts abounded and were constantly passing 
md repassing Here as ehewSiere the vegetation was 
luxuriant and nnrvelioua Trees were to be seen around 
the iioisp'' that elsewhere might !ia»e required three times 
the n I Tiber of years that these had existed, to attain (he 
Bime height 

The VI italion terminated at the Peak. This place, so 
aptly likened to the garden of Cden and frequently so 
called c uli receive very little adJition to its picturesque 
beauties fr )m the hand of man Parts of it were culti- 
nted It IS true enough to supply its population (rather 
more than three hundred souls) with food ; but much the 
greater portun of ita suiface was in pasture. The build- 
ings weie principally of stones quarried out of the cliffs, 
ind were coil s^ well as solid edifices They were low, 
ii wever Hid of no greit size on the ground. At the go- 
*eruor s firm his p ivite properly there was a dwelling of 
some preleiision ; low, like all the rest, but of considerable 
entent. Here Bridget now passed much of her lime;, for 
here it was thought best to keep the children. So cool and 
salubrious was the air on the Peak, that two schools were 
formed here; and a large portion of the children of the 
colony, of a suitable age, were kept in them constantly. 
The governor encouraged this plan, not only on account 
of the health of the children, but because great care was 
taken to teach nothing but what the children ought to 
[earn. The art of reading may be made an instrument of 
evil, as well as of good ; and if a people imbibe false prin- 
ciples — if they are taught, for instance, that this or that 
religious sect should be tolerated, or the reverse, because it 
was most or least in conformity with certain political insti- 
tutions, thus rendering an institution of God's subservient 
to the institutions of men, instead of making the last sub- 
servient to the first — why, the less they know of letters, the 
be'ier. Everything false was carefully avoided, and, with 
no great pretensions in theway of acquisitions, the schools 
of the Peak were made to be useful, and at least innocent. 
One thing the governor strictly enjoined; and that was, to 
33 



iLvGoOglf 



teach these young creatures ihat they were fallilile beings, 
carefully avoiding the modern fallacy of aupposiog that an 
infallibie whole could be formed-of falliWe parts. 

Such is an outline of the condition of the colony at the 
period which we have now reached. Everything appeared 
lo be going on well. The Henlopen arrived, discharged, 
loaded, and went out again, carrying with her the last bar- 
rel of oil in the Bight. The whalers had s jubilee, for 
their adventures made large returns ; and the businesa was 
carried on with renewed spirit. In a word, the colony had 
reached a point where every interest was said to he pros^ 
perous — a state of things with communities, as with indi- 
viduals, when they are, perhaps, in the greatest danger of 
meeting with reverses, by means of their own abuses. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 
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After the visitation, the governor passed a week at the 
Peak, with Bridget and his children. It was the habit of 
the wife to divide her time between the two dwellings; 
though Mark was so necessary to her as a companion, in- 
tellectually, and she was ao necessary to Mark, for the 
same reason, that they were never very long separated. 
Bridget was all heart, and she had the sweetest temper 
imaginable ; two qualities thai endeared her to her hus- 
band, far more than her beauty. Her wishes were centred 
in her little family, though her kindness and benevolence 
Oould extend themselves to all around her. Anne she loved 
as a sister and as a friend ; but it would not have been 
impossible for Bridget to be happy, had her fortune be«D 
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cant on the Reef, witli no one else but Mark and lier two 
little ones. 

The Peak, proper, had got to be a sort of public prome- 
nade for all who dwelt near it. Here the governor, in par- 
ticular, was much accustomed to walk, early in the day, 
before the sun got to be, too warm, and to look out upon 
the ocean as he pondered on hia several duties. The spot 
had always been pleasant, on account of the beauty and 
extent of the view ; but a new interest was g. 'en to it since 
the conimencementof the whaling operations in the neigh- 
bourhood. Often had Bridget and Anne gone there to see 
a whale taken ; it being no uncommon thing for one of the 
boya to come shouting down from the Peak, with the cry 
of " a fish — a fish !" It was by no means a rare («ourrence 
for the shore-boats to take whales immediately beneath the 
cliffs, and the vessels could frequently be seen to windward, 
working up to their game. All this movement gave life 
and variety to the scene, and contributed largely to the 
spot's becoming a favourite place of resort. The very 
morning of the day that he intended to cross over to the 
Reef, on his return from the " progress," the governor and 
his wife ascended to the Peak just as the sun was rising. 
The morning was perfectly lovely; and never bad the 
hearts of our married couple expanded more in love to their 
fellows, or been more profoundly filled with gratitude to 
God for all his goodness to them, than at that moment. 
Young- Mark held by hia mother's hand, while the father 
led his little daughter. This was the way they were accus- 
tomed to divide themselves in their daily excursions, it pro- 
bably appearing to each parent that the child thus led waa 
a miniature image of the other. On that morning, the 
governor and Bridget were talking of the bounties that Pro- 
vidence bad bestowed on ihem, and of the numberless de- 
lights of their situation. Abundance reigned on every side; 
in addition to the productions of the island, in themselves 
so ample and generous, commerce had brought its acquisi- 
tions, and, as yet, trade occupied the place a wise discri- 
mination would give it. . All such mtereats are excellent 
as incidents in the great scheme of human happmess, but 
woe betide the people among whom they get to be prmci- 
pals! Ag the mm who lives only to accumuhte, is cm- 
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lain to have all his nobler and better Teelings blunted by 
llie grasping of cupidity, and to lose sight of the great ob- 
jects of his existence, so do whole commutiities degenerate 
into masses of corruption, venality, and cupidity, when 
they set up the idol of commerce to worship in lieu of the 
ever-li*iiig God. So far from denoting a healthful pros- 
perity, 3S is loo apt to be supposed, no worse signs of the 
condition of a people can be given, than when all other in- 
terests are made to yield to those of the mere raoriey-gei- 
liog sort. Among our colonists, as yet, commerce occu- 
pied its proper place ; it was only an incident in their state 
of society, and it wns so regarded. Men did not search 
for every means of increasing it, whether its fruits were 
wanted or not, or live in a constant fever about its results. 
The articles brought in were all necessary to the comfort 
and civilization of the settlements, and those taken away 
were obtained by means of a healthful industry. 

As they ascended the height, following an easy path that 
led to the Summit, the governor and his wife conversed 
flbout the late visitation, and of what each had seen that 
was striiting and worthy of comment. Mark had a coun- 
cil to consult, in matters of state, but most did he love to 
compare opinions with the sweet matronly young creature 
at his side. Bridget was-so true in all her feelings, so just 
in her inferences, and so kindly disposed, that a better 
counsellor could not have been found at the elbow of one 
intrusted with power. 

" I am more uneasy on the subject of religion than on 
any other," observed the governor, as he helped his little 
companion up a difficult part of the ascent. " While out, 
I took great pains to sound the people on the subject, and 
I found a much greater variety of opinions, or rather of 
feelings, among them than I could have believed possible, 
*fter the quiet time we have hitherto had." 

" After all, religion is, and ought to be, more a matter 
jf feeling, than of reason, Mark." 

" That is true, in one sense, certainly; but, it should be 
feeling subject to prudence and discretion." 

" Eterything should be subject to those two qualities, 
though so very few are. I have all along known that the min- 
s of Mr. Hornblower were only tolerated by a good 
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number of our people. You, as an Episcopalian havt nol 
t)eeri so vnucb in the way of ob en ing this> f r others 1 ive 
been guarded before i/ou ; but my family la kno i n not to 
have been of that sect, and I have been treats I more 
frankly." 

"And you have nol let me know this impottaiit fact, 
Bridget !" said the governor, a little reproachfully 

" Why should { have added to your other cares by 
heaping this on your shoulder de-ir Mirk? The thing 
could not easily be prevented th ugh I may as well tell 
you, now, what cannoi much longer be kept a secret — the 
ilenlopen will bring a Methodist and a Presbyter an cler 
gyman in her, this voyage, if any be found willi g lo emi 
grale; and I have heatd, lately, that Friends expect a 
preacher." 

"The law against '■^^ admission of an immigrant, with- 
out the consent of the governor and council, is very clear 
and precise," answered the husband, looking grave. 

" That may be true, my love, but it would hardly do to 
tell the people they are not to .worship God in the manner 
that may best satisfy their own consciences." 

"It is extraordinary that, as there is but one God, and 
one Saviour, there should be more than one mode of wor 
shipping them!" 

" Not ^t all extraordinary, my dear Mark, when yo. 
come to consider the great diversity of opinion which exists 
among men, in other matters. But, Mr. Hornblower has a 
fault, which is a very great fault, in one situated as he is, 
without a competitor in the field. He lays too much stress 
on his particular mission ; talking too much, and preaching 
too much of his apostolic authority, as a divine." 

" Men should never blink the truth, Bridget; am! least 
of all, in a matter as grave as religion." 

" Quite right, Mark, when it is necessary to say any- 
thing on the subject, at all. But, after all, the apostolic 
succession is but a means, and if the end be attainable 
without dwelling on these means, it seems to me to be 
belter not to conflict with the prejudices of those we wish 
to influence. Remember, that there are not fifty real 
Episcopalians in all this colony, where there is only oi"' 
clergyman, and he of that sect." 
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" It really, seems to me, that he ought to be content with 
making ihem all Christians." 

"Perhaps he thinks the two identical — necessary lo 
each other," added the governor, smiling on his charming 
young wife, who, in her own person, had quieiiy consented 
to the priestly control of her hushand's clergyman, though 
but half converted to the peculiar distinctions of his sect, 
herself, 

" He should remember, more especially in his situation, 
that others may not be of the same way of thinking. Very 
few persons, I believe, inquire into the reasons of what they 
have been taught on the subject of reUgiou, but take tilings 
as they find them." 

"And here they find an Episcopalian, and they ought to 
receive him confidingly." 

" That might do with children, but most of our people 
came here with their opinions formed. I wish Mr. Horn- 
blower were less set in his opinions, for I am content to be 
an Episcopalian, with you, my dear husband; certain, if the 
authority be not absolutely necessary, it can, at least, do 

This ended the conversation at that time, for just then 
the party reached the Pe.ak. Little, however, did the go- 
vernor, or his pretty wife, imagine how much the future 
was connected with the interest of which they had just 
been speaking, or dream of the form in which the serpent 
of old was about to visit this Eden of modern times. But 
occurrences of another character almost immediately at- 
tracted their attention, and absorbed all the care and energy 
of the colony for some time. Scarcely was the party on 
the Peak, when the keen, lively eyes of the younger Brid- 
get caught sight of a strange sail ; and, presently, another 
and another came into view. In a word, no less than three 
vessels were in sight, thv first that had ever been seen in 
those seas, with the exception of the regular and well- 
known craft of the colony. These strangers were a ship 
and two brigs ; evidently vessels of some size, particularly 
the first; and they were consorts, keeping in companyi 
and sailing in a sort of line, which would seem to denote 
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merchantmen They were ali o 
southward and edstward and were now when first seen, 
fairly within the strait between the Peak and the group, 
unqueationabiy m full sight of both and distant from each 
s)me five or six leagues With the wind is it was nothing 
would have been easier for them all than to fetch far 
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sary, the governor now gave all his attention to the stran- 
gers. A couple of glasses were always kept on the Peak, 
and lite best of these was soon in his hand, and levelled at 
the ship. Bridget stood at her husband's side, eager to 
hear his opinion, but waiting with woman's patience for 
the moment it might be given with safety. At length that 
instant came, and the half-terrified wife questioned the hus- 
band on the subject of his discoveries. 

" What is it, Mark?" said Bridget,- almost afraid of the 
answer she was so desirous of obtaining. "Is il theRan- 

"If thp Rancocus, love, be certain she would not be 
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coming hither. The ship is of some size, and appt.ira tc 
be armed ; though I cannot malte out her iiatioii." 

" It is not surprising that she should be Himed, Mark, 
You Itnow that the papers Captain Saunders brought us 
were filled with accounts of bstties fought in Europe." 

" It is very true that (he whole world is in arms, though 
that does not explain the singular appearance of these 
three vessels, in this remote corner of the earth. It is 
possible they may be discovery ships, for wars do not al- 
ways put a stop to auch enterprises. Xhey appear to be 
steering for the Peak, which is some proof that they do 
not know of the existence of the settlements in the group. 
There they might anchor ; but here, th0 cannot without 
entering the cove, of which they can know nothing." 

" If discovery vessels, would they not naturally- come 
first to the Peak, as the most striking ohject?" 

" In that you are probably right, Bridget, though I think 
the commodore would be apt lo divide his force, having 
three ships, and send one, at least, towards the group, even 
if he came hither with the others. No nation but Eng- 
land, however, would be likely to hiive vessels of that cha- 
racter out, in such a war, and these do not look like Eng- 
lish crall, at all. Besides, we should have heard something 
of such an expedition, by means of the papers, were there 
one out. It would be bad enough to he visited by explor- 
ers ; yet, I fear these are worse than explorers." 

Bridget very well understood her husband's apprehen- 
sions on the subject of exploring parlies. Aa yet, the 
colony had got on very well, without having the question 
of nationality called into the account ; but it had now be- 
come so far important, as, in a small way, to be a nursery 
for seamen; and there was much reason to fear that the 
ruthless policy of the strong would, in the event of a dis- 
covery, make it share the usual fortunes of the weak, it 
was on account of this dread of foreign interference, that 
BO much pains had been taken to conceal the history and 
state of the [illi.e community, the strongest inducements 
being placed before all the seamen who went to Europe, to 
be discreet and silent. As for the Kannakas, they did not 
know enough to be very dangerous, and could not, at all, 
" ' a of the position of the islands, had 
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they been better acquainted than they were with their re- 
lation to other com in unities, and desirous of betraying 
them. 

The governor now sent another note down to Heaton, 
with a request that orders might be forwarded ahmg the 
cliffs, for every one to keep out of sight; as well as direc- 
tions thai care should be taken not to let any smoke even 
be seen to rise from the plain. This message was speedily 
followed by another, directing that all the men slionld be 
assembled, and the usual preparations made for defence. 
He also asked if it were not possible to send a whale-boat 
out, by keeping immediately under the cliffe, and going 
well to windward, in Euch a manner as to get a conimuni- 
cation across to the Reef, in order to put the people 
on their guard in that quarter. One or two whale-boats 
were always in the cove, and there were several crews of 
capital oarsmen among the people of the Peak. If such a 
boat could be prepared, it was to be hi^kl in readiness, as 
the governor himself might deem it expedient to cross the 
strait. 

All this time the strange vessels were not idle, but drew 
e t the Peak at a swift rate of -iling It wai not 
al w 
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the governor fancied he saw some nalives on board her. 

At first, he supposed there might be Kannakas, or Mow- 

reea, among Ihe crew; but, a better look assured him that 

the Indians present were not acting'ln the character of 

Bailors at all. They appeared to be chiefs, and chiefs in 

their war-dresses. This fact induced a still closer exami- 
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nation, until the governor believed that he could trace the 
person of Waallj among them. The distance itself was 
not such as to reader it difficult to recognize a form, or a 
face, vvhun assisted by the glass; but the inverted position 
of all on board the ship did make a view less certain than 
might otherwise have been the case. Siill the governor 
grew, at each instant, more and more assured that Waally 
was there, as indeed he believed his son to be, also. By 
this time, one of the men who knew the chief had come 
up to the Peak, with a message from Heaton, and he was 
of the same opinion as the governor, after taking a good 
look through the best glass. Bridget, too, had seen the 
formidable Waaijy, and she gave it as her opinion that he 
was certainly on board the ship. This was considered as a 
most important discovery. IfWaaily were there, it was 
for HO purpose thai was friendly to the colonists. The 
grudge he owed the last, was enduring and deadly. No- 
thing but the strong arm of power could suppress its out- 
breakings, or had kept him in subjection, for the last live 
years. Of late, (he intercourse between the two groups 
had not been great; and it was now several months since 
any craft had been across lo Ooroony's islands, from the 
Reef. There had been sufficient lime, consequently, for 
great events to have been planned and executed, and, yet, 
that the colonists should know nothing of them. 

But, it was impossible to, penetrate further into this 
singular mystery, so long as the strangers kept oiF the land. 
This they did of course, the three vessels passing to wind- 
ward of the Peak, in a line ahead, going to the southward, 
and standing along the cliffs, on an easy bowline. The 
governor now sent a whale-boal out of the cove, under her 
sails, with orders to stand directly across to the Reef, 
carrying the tidings, and bearing a letter of instructions to 
Pennock and such members of the council as might be 
present. The letter was short, but it rather assumed the 
probability of hostilities, while it admitted that there was a 
doubt of the issue. A good look-out was to be kept, at all 
events, and the forces of the colony were to be assembled. 
The governor promised to cross himself, as soon as the 
ilrangers quitted the neighbourhood of the Peak. 

In !he mean time, Heaton mounted a horse, and kept 
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company with the squadron as it circled llie island. From 
time to time, be sent messages to the governor, in cider to 
let him know the movements of the strangers. While this 
was going on. the men wcJ-e al! called in from their seve- 
ral occupations, and the prescribed arrangements were 
mnde for defence. As a circuit of the island required 
several hours, there was time for everything; and the 
whale-hoat was fairly out of sight from even the Peak, 
when Heaton despatched a messenger to say that the 
squadron had reached the southern extremity of the island, 
and was standing off south-east, evidently steering towards 
the volcano. 

Doubts npw began lo be felt whether the colonists would 
see anything more of the strangers. It was natural that 
navigators should examine unknown islands, cursorily at 
least; but it di^ not follow that, if trade was their object, 
(hey should delay their voyage in' order to push their inves- 
tigations beyond a very moderate limit. Had it not been 
for the undoubted presence of savages in the ship, and the 
sirong probability that Waally was one of them, the go- 
vernor would now have had hopes that he had seen the 
last of his visitors. Nevertheless, ihere was the chance 
that these vessels would run down to Rancocus Island, 
where not only might a landing be easily effected, but 
where the mills, the brick-yards, and indeed the principal 
cluster of houses, were all plainly to be seen from tlie ofiing. 
No sooner was it certain, therefore, that the strangers had 
stood away to the southwa^ and eastward, than another 
boat was sent across to let the millers, brickmakers, sione- 
quarriers, and lumbermen know that they might receive 
guests who would require much discretion in their recep- 

The great policy of secrecy was obviously in serious 
danger of being defeated. How the esistence of the co- 
lony was to be concealed, should the vessels remain any 
time in the group, it was not easy to see; and that advan- 
tage the governor and Heaton, both of whom attached the 
highest importance lo it, were now nearly ready la aban- 
don in despair. Still, neither thought of yielding even 
this policy until the last moment, and circumstances ren- 
dered it indispensable; for so much reflection had been 
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n that, as well as on every other interest of the 
colony, that it was not easy to unsettle any part of their 
plana — in the opinion of its rulers, at least. 

A sharp look-out for the squadron was kept, iiot only 
from the Peak, but from the southern end of the cliifs, all 
that day. The vessels were seen until tliey were quite 
near to' the volcano, when their sudden disappearance waa 
ascribed to the circumstance of their shortening sail. Per- 
haps they anchored. This could only be conjecture, how- 
ever, as no boat could be trusted out to watch ihein, near 
by. Although there was no anchorage near the Peak, it 
was possible for a vessel to anchor anywhere in the vici- 
nity of the volcano. The island of Vulcan's Peak appears 
to have been projected upwards, out of the depths of the 
ocean, in one solid, perpendicular wall, leaving no shallow 
water near it ; but, as respects the other islands, the coast 
shoaled gradually in most places^ though the eastern edge 
of the group was an exception to the rule. Still, vessels 
could anchor in any or all the coves and roadsteads of the 
group; and there the holding ground was unusually good, 
being commonly mud and sand, and these without rocks. 

The remainder of the day, and the whole of the succeed- 
ing night, were passed with much anxiety, by the governor 
and his friends. Time was given to receive an answer to 
the messages sent across to the Reef, but nothing was seen 
of the strangers, when day returned. The boat that came 
in from the Reef, reported that the coast was clear to the 
northward, [t also brought a letter, stating that notices 
had been sent to ail the different settlements, and that the 
Anne had sailed to windward, to call in all the fishermen, 
and to go off to the nearest wbaiing-ground, in order to 
communicate the state of things in the colony to Captain 
Betts and his companions, who were out. The Dragon 
and the Jonas, when last heard from, were cruising only 
about a hundred miles to windward of the group, and it 
was thought important, on various accounts, that they 
should be at once apprised of the arrival of the strangers. 

The governor was perfectly satisfied with the report of 
what had been done, and this so much the more because 
it superseded the necessity of his quitting the Peak, just at 
the moment. The elevation of the mountain was of so 
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much use aa a look-out, that it was every way desirable to 
profit by it, until the time for observing was passed, and 
that for action had succeeded, in its stead. Of course 
some trusty person was kept constaiilly on the Peak, look- 
ing out for the strangers, though the day passed without 
one of them being seen. Early next morning, however, a 
whale-boat arrived from Rancocas, with four stout oarsmen 
in it. They had left the station, after dark, and had been 
pulling up against the trades most of the intervening time. 
The news they brought was not only alarming, but it occa- 
sioned a great deal of "inrpri&e 

It seemed that the three strange vessels appeared off the 
point, at Rancocus lelind, early on the morning of the 
preceding day It was supposed that they had run across 
from the volcano m the darkness, after having been lost 
sight of from the Peak Much prudence was observed by 
the colonists, as soon aa light let them into the secret of 
their having such unknown neighbours. Bigelow happen- 
ing to be there, and being now a man of a good deal of 
consideration with his fellow-citizens, he assumed the di- 
rection of matters, All the women and children ascended 
into the mountains, where secret places had long been pro- 
vided for such an emergency, by clearing out and render- 
ing two or three caves habitable, and vehere food and water 
were at hand. Thither most of the light articles of value 
were also transported. Luckily, Bigelow had caused all 
the saws at the mill, to be taken down and secreted. A 
saw was an article not to be replaced, short of a voyage to 
Europe, even ; for in that day saws were not manufactured 
in America; nor, indeed, was scarcely anything else. 
. When he had given his directions, BigHow went alone 
lo the point, to meet the strangers, who had anchored their 
vessels, and had landed in considerable force. On approach- 
ing the place, he found about a hundred men ashore, all 
well armed, and seemingly governed by a sort of military 
authority. On presenting himself before this party, Bige- 
low was seized, and taken to its leader, who was a sea-far- 
ing man, by his appearance, of a fierce aspect and most 
severe disposition. This man could speak no English. 
Bigelow tried him in Spanish, but could get no answer out 
of him in that tongue either; though he suspected thai 
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what he aaid was understood At length one was brought 
forward »h i rould speik English, and that so weil as to 
leave little doubt in Bigelow's mind about the "tratiger's 
being either an Englishman or an American Communi- 
cations between the patties were commenced through thia 
interpreter 

Bigelow WIS closely questioned tonching the number of 
people in (be diflerent i-ilandi, the number nf les'.els they 
possessed, the present =itmtirin lud employment" of those 
veiaels the nature ol their cargoes the places where the 
property trinsp rted in the vessels was kept, and in short, 
everything that bore direUij on the wealth and moiable 
posseo'ioiis of the people From the nature of these ques- 
tions as well as from the appearance of the strano-era Biu-e- 
low had, at once, taken up the n h h y 

pirates. In the eastern seas, piracie f m 

ted on a large scale; and there was n h ] h 

supposition. The agitated state of h id 

rendered piracies much more likely t g p h d h 
than would, be the case to-day, and it 11 k 1 

several vessels often cruised togeth h g g d 

these lawless pursuits, in those dis q f h 

world, 1»ien the men were eeiden ly f d ff 
though Bigelow was of opinion that m f h 
f-om the East Indies, the coasts, or tl Id Th ffi 
cers were mostly Europeans by birth h d d 

of Europeans; but two-thirds of the pe pi 1 m h 
were persons of eastern extraction ; pp d b 

Lascars, and others what saihirs call Cb 

Bigelow was very guarded in his a m h 

indeed, as to give great dissatisfactio I g 

About (he Peak he assumed an air of g J "^ 

said none but birds could get on it h d so 

limes heard coming out of its cliffs, b m Id g 

up to see what the place contained Th 
received with marked interest, and B g I p 

it did not appear to awaken the dis t h d ly 

apprehended it might. On the cont y h ked 

repeat his account, and all who hea d h 1 d 

deal embdlishtd this time, appeared d p d b I 
what he said Encouraged by tb's ^ P ^ 1 
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mystify a little concerning the Reef; but 
nd himself met with plump denials. In 
5 him that deception would be of no use, 
he was now taken a short distance and confronted with 
Waally ! 

Itigelow no sootier saw the dark countenance of the 
chief than he knew he was in bad hands. Frou that nio- 
meiit, he abandoned all attempts at concealment, the con- 
dition of the Peak excepted, apd had recourse to an oppo- 
site policy. He now exaggerated everything; the number 
and force of the yessels, giving a long list of names (hal 
were accurate enough, though the fact was concealed that 
they mostly belonged to boats ; and swelling the force of 
the colony to something more than two thousand fighting 
men. The piratical commander, who went by the name 
of 'the admiral' among his followers, was a good deal startled 
by this information, appealing to VV'aally to know whether 
it might be relied on for truth Wa'dly could not say 
y hq Hhdidlhl 

m 1 m h h J f m ly 

b h h h h y Id 

hi Id y H k hi} 

mlyhdmgh I tip d 

m Iffi fhg myhp ly 

pi aed I hi r h ! d t gh h 

g hgpfly gi) f 

i f I 11 

Ihdidd d jplh 

quii les any further at that moment ; apparently, he did not 
expect to find much at Rancocus Island, Waally having, 
most probably, let him into the secret of its uses. The 
houses and mills were visited and plundered ; a few hogs 
and one steer were shot; but luckily, most of the animals 
had been driven into a retired valley. The saw-mill was 
set on lire in pure wantonness, and it was burned to the 
ground, A new grist-mill escaped, merely because its 
position was not known. A great deal of injury was in- 
flicted on the settlement merely for the love of mischief, 
and a brick-kiln was actually blown up in order to enjoy 
the fiiii of seeing the bricks scattered in the air. In short, 
tlie place was almost destroyed in one sense, though no 
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ntwmpt w[is made to injure Bigelow, On the contrary, he 
was acarcciy watched, and it was no sooner dark than he 
collected a crew, got into his own whale-boat, and came to 
windward to report what was going on to the governor. 



CHAPTER XSVII. 

"All gone! 'tis outs Ika goodly land — 
Look round— llie haritage behold; 
Go fotih — upon ilie nioiinlama stand ; 



Little doubt remained in the mind of t!ie governor, 
after he had heard and weighed the whole of BigeJow'a 
atory, (hat he had to deal with one of those piratical sijuad- 
rons that formerly infested the eastern seas, a sort of suc- 
cessor of the old buccaneers. The men engaged in such 
pursuits, were usually of different nations, and they were 
always of the most desperate and ruthless characters. The 
fact that Waaiiy was with this party, indicated pretty plainly 
the matiner in which they had heard of the colony, and, out 
of all question, that truculent chief had made his own bar- 
gain to come in for a share of the profits. 

It was highly probable that the original object of these 
IVeebooters had been to plunder the pearl-fishing Feasels,' 
and, hearing at their haunts, of Betto's group, they had 
found their way across to it, where, meeting with Waally, 
they hid been incited to their present enterprise. 

pp h n 1 was felt for the Peak. A vessel 
b u a month, and never find the cove; 

d h u d h p even make the discovery, such were 

n d g 8 of the islanders, that the chances 

n , they would drive off their assailants. 

d h n stances, therefore, and on the moat 

m B governor determined to cross over to 

R d ss the charge of the defence of that 

n p n p on. Should the Reef fail into the 
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hands of the enemy, it might require years to repair tJie 
loss ; or, what would be still more aiHicting, the freebooters 
might hold the place, and use it as a general rendezvous, 
in their nefarious pmsuitsj/ Accordingly, after taking a 
most tender leave of his wife and children, Goveruor Wool- 
ston left the cove, in the course of the forenoon, crossing 
in a whale-boat rigged with a sail. Bridget wished greatly 
to accompany her husband, but to this the latter would, on 
no account, consent; for he expected serious service, and 
thought it highly probable that most of the females would 
have to be sent over to the Peak, for securfty. Finding 
that her request could not be granted, and feeling fully the 
propriety of her husband's decision, Mrs. Woolston so far 
commanded her feelings as to set a good e^cample to other 
wives, as became her station. 

When about mid-channel, the whale-boat made a sail 
coming down before the wind, and apparently steering for 
South Cape, as well as herself This turned out to be the 
Anne, which had gone to windward to give the alarm to 
!he fishermen, and was now on her return. She had 
warned so many boats as to be certain they would spread 
)he notice, and she had spcken the Dragon ivhjch had gone 
in quest of the Joms ind the Abrahim b tli of which 
weie 1 few leagues to wmdward Capt Betts however 
hid come on board the Anne and now joined hit, old 
Iriend the governor when about four leagues frDm the 
npe Ghd enough was Mark Woolston to meet with the 
Anne, and to find so good an assistant on boird her That 
schooner which was regularly pilot boat built vtas the 
fastest crdft about Ihs ishnds and it was a great matter to 
put head-qaartera on board her The Martha came next 
ind the whale boat was sent in to find that sloop which 
HdS up It the Reef ind to order her out immediately to 
join the governoi Pennocli wis the h>ghe«t in authority, 
tn the group alter fhp goiernor and a letter wa-> «ent to 
him apprising him of ill that was known ind e\horlmg 
hi n to vigiiince and activity, pointing out somewhat in 
det 111 the diflerent steps he wis to take m order that no 
time might be lo»it Thi* done the gweruor stood in to- 
WTrds Whaling Bight ir. trder to a'^certim the slite of 
things at that point 
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The alarm iiad been given ail over the group, am! when 
the. Anne reached lier place of destination, it was ascer- 
tained that the men had been assembled under arms, and 
every precaution taken. But Whaling Bight was the great 
place of resort of the Kaunakas, aiKJ there were no less 
ihan forty of those men there at that moment, engaged in 
trying out oil, or iu fitting craft for the fisheries. No one 
could say which side ibeae feilows would take, should it 
appear that their proper chiefs were engaged with the 
strangers; though, otherwise, the colonists counted on 
their assistance with a good deal of confidence. On all 
ordinary occasions, a reasonably fair understanding existed 
■between the colonists and the Kanuakas. It is true, that 
the former were a little too fond of getting as much work 



as possible, for rather small c npe a 




out of these 


semi-aavagea; but, aa articlea f sn all 




9 c value atill 


went a great way in these ba ga s n 




ous difficulty 


had yet arisen out of the d ffe e t 




ons Some 



k w mm 

nor, when he came to reflect on his strength, and on ^he 
means of employing it 
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"Fully two hundred of the savages, or se m i-a a v!i ;:(■.*, were 
at that moment either scattered about among the farm- 
houses, or working i.0 the different places where shipping 
lay, or were out whaling to windward. Now, the whole 
force of the colony, confining it to fighting-men, and in^ 
dulling those who vvce absentj was just three hundred 
and sixty-three. Of these, three hundred might, possibly, 
on an emergency, be brought to act on any given point, 
leaving the remainder in garrisons. But a straggling body 
of a hundred and fifty of these Kannakas, left in th« set- 
tlements, or on the Reef, or about the cialer, while the 
Iroops were gone to meet the enemy, presented no very 
pleasing picture to the mind of the governor. He saw the 
lecessity of collecting these men together, and of employ- 
ing them actively in the service of the'colony, as the most 
effectual mode of preventing their getting within the con- 
Ird of Waally. This duty was confided to Bigeiow, who 
was sent to the Reef without delay, taking with him all 
the Kannakas at Whaling Bight, with orders to put them 
on board the shipping at the Reef — schooners, sloops, 
lighters, &.c., of which there were now, ordinarily, some 
eight or ten to be found there — and to carry them all to 
windward; using (he inner channels of the group. Here 
was a twenty-four hours' job, and one that would not only 
keep everybody quite busy, but which might have the effect 
to save all the property in the event of a visit to the Reef 
by the pirates. Bigeiow was to call every Kannaka he 
saw to his ussislance, in the hope of thus getting most of 
them out of harm's way. 

Notwithstanding this procedure, which denoted a wise 
distrust of these Indian allies, the governor manifested a 
certain degree of confidence towards a portion of them, 
that was probably just as discreet in another way. A part 
of the crew of every vessel, with the exception of those that 
went to the Peak, was composed of Kannakas; and no less 
than ten of them were habitually employed in the Anne, 
which carried two whale-boats for emergencies. None of- 
these men were sent away, or were in any manner taken 
from their customary employments. So much confidence 
had the governor in his own authority, and in his power to 
influence these particular individuals, that he did not heai- 
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«ite about keeping them near himsetf, and, in a measure, of 
entrusting the safety of his person to their care. It is true, 
that the Kaiinakas of both the Anne ana'lhe Martha were 
a sort of confidential n h b P' 7 d 

in the colony several j d g f tl I b 

of the settlers. 

When all his arr g d h g 

cnme out of Whaling B i 1 A B 

the Martha off South C p B I I h ood d 

along the shores of th g P I P g b gl look-o 
the direction of Rane lid w d h t d 

and westward. Two I m II f 

pany, each under the d f m wh 1 

ance could be placed. The old Neshamony had the honour 
of being thus employed, among others. The south-western 
angle of the group formed a long, low point, or cape of 
rock, making a very tolerable roadstead on its north-west- 
ern side, or to leeward. This cape was known among the 
colonists by the name of Rancocus Needle, from the cir- 
cumstance that it pointed with mathematical precision to 
the island in question. Thus, it was a practice with the 
coasters to run for the extremity of this cape, and then to 
stand awiiy un a due south-west course, certain of seeing 
the mountains for which they were steering in the next few 
hours. Among those who plied to and fro in this manner, 
were many who had no very accurate notions of navigation ; 
and, to them, this simple process was found to be quite 



s Needle, the governor had appointed a 
rendezvous for the whole of his little fleet. In collecting 
these vessels, six in ail, including four boats, his object had 
not been resistance — for the armaments of the whole 
amounted to but six swivels, together with a few muskets — 
but vigilance. He was confident that Waally would lead 
his new friends up towards the Western Roads, the point 
where he had made all his own attacks, and where he was 
most acquainted ; and the position under the Needle was 
the best station for observing the approach of the strangers, 
coming as they must, if they came at all, from the south- 

Tlip Anne was the first craft to arrive off' the poim of 
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the Needle, aiid she found the coast clear. As jet, no 
signs of invaders were to be seen ; and the Martha being 
within a very convenient disfance to the eastward, a sig. 
nal was made to Captain Betts to stand over towards the 
Pealt, and have a search in that quarter. Should the stran- 
gers take it into their heads to beat up under the cliffs 
again, and thence stretch across to the group, it would 
bring them in with the land to windward of the observine 
squadron, and give them an advantage the governor was 
very far from wishing them to obtain. The rest of the 
crafl came down to the place of rendezvous, and kept 
standing off and en, under short sad, close in with the 
rocks, so as to keep in the smoothest of the water. Such 
was the state of things when the sun went down in thp 

All night the little fleet of the colonists remained in the 
same uncertainty as to the movements of their suspicious 
visitors. About twelve the Martha came round the Needle, 
and reported the coast clear to the sotithward. She had 
been quite to the cove, and had communicated with the 
Bhore. Nothing had been seen of the ship and her con- 
sorts since the governor left, nor had any further tidings 
been brought up from to leeward, since the arrival of Bige- 
low. On receiving this information, the governor ordered 
his command to run off, in diverging lines, for seven 
leagues each, and then to wait for day. This was accord- 
ingly done; the Anne and Martha, as -a matter of course, 
outstripping the others. At the usual hour day re-appeared, 
when the look-out aloft, on board the Anne, reported the 
Martha about two leagues to the northward, the Nesha- 
mony about as far to the southward, though a league far- 
ther to windward. The other craft were known to be to 
the northward of the Martha, but could not be seen. As 
for the Nesharaony, she was coming down with a flowing 
sheet, to speak the governor. 

The sun had fairly risen,when the Neshamony came down 
on the Anne's weather-quarter, both craft then standing to 
the northward. The Neshamony had seen nothing. The 
governor now directed her commander to. stand directly 
down towards Rancocus Island. If she saw nothing, she 
was to go in and land, in order to get the news from the 
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people (isliore. Unless the information obtained in tliis 
way was of a nature that demanded a diiferent course, she 
was to beat up to the volcano, reconnoitre there, then 
Btaiid across to the cove, and go in ; whence she was to 
Bait for the Reef, unless she could hear of the governor at 
some other point, when she was to make the best of bet 
way to him. 

The Anne now made sail lowards the Martha, which 
sloop^ was standing to the northward, rather edging from 
the group, under short canvass. No land was iu sight, 
though its haze could be discovered all along the eastern 
board, where the group was known to lie ; but neither the 
Peak, nor the Volcano, nor Rancocus heights could now 
be seen from the vessels. About ten the governor spoke 
Captain Betts, to ask the news. The Martha had seen 
nothing; and, shortly after, the three boats (o the north- 
ward joined, and made the same report. Nothing had been 
seen of the strangers, who seemed, most unaccountably, to 
be suddenly lost! 

This uncertainty rendered all the more reflecting por- 
tion of the colonists exceedingly uneasy. Should the 
pirates get into the group by either of its weather channels, 
they would not only find all the property and vessels that 
had been taken in that direction, at their mercy, but they 
would assail the -settlements in their weakest parts, render 
succour more difiicult, and put themselves in a position 
whence it would be easiest to approach or to avoid their 
foes. Any one understanding the place, its facilities for 
attacking, or its defences, would naturally endeavour to 
enter the group as well to windward as possible; but 
Waally had never attempted anything of the sort; and, as 
he knew little of the inner passages, it was not probable 
he had thought of suggesting a course different from his 
own to his new friends. The very circumstance that he 
had always approached by the same route, was against it; 
for, if his sagacity had not pointed out a preferable course 
fur himself, it was not to be expected it would do it for 
others. Still, it was not unreasonable to suppose that prac- 
tised seamen might see the advantages which the savage 
had overlooked, and a very serious apprehension arose in 
the minds of the governor and Betts, in particular, touching 
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thiis point. All tlinl coulil be done, however, was to dea- 
pHtcb two of the boais, with orders to enter the group by 
the northern road, and proceed as far as the Reef. The 
third boat was left to cruise off the Needle, in order to 
communicate with anything that sliould go lo ihat piace of 
rendezvous with a report, and, at the same time, to keep a 
look-nut for the pirates. With the person in charge of this 
boat, was left the course to be steered hy those who were 
to search for the governor, as they arrived off the Needle, 
from time to time. 

The Anne and Martha bote up, in company, as soon as 
these arrangements were completed, it being the plan now 
to go and look for the strangers. Once in view, the go- 
vernor determined not to lose sight of the pirates, again, 
but to remain so near them, as to. make sure of knowing 
what they were about. In such cases, a close look-out 
should always be kept on the enemy, since an advantage 
in time is gained by so doing, as well as a great deal of 
uncertainty and indecision avoided. 

For seven hours the Anne and Martha stood towards 
Rancocus Island, running off about two leagues from each 
other, thereby ' spreading a clew,' as sailors call it, that 
would command the view of a good bit of water. The 
tops of the mountains were soon seen, and by the end of 
the time mentioned, most of the lower land became visible. 
Nevertheless, the strangers did not come in sight. Greaiiy 
at a loss how to proceed, the governor now sent the Martha 
down for information, with orders for her to beat up to the 
Needle, as soon as she could, the Anne intending to ren- 
dezvous there, next morning, agreeably lo previous ar- 
rangements. As the Martha went off before the wind, the 
Anne hauled up sharp towards (he Peak, under the im- 
pression that something might have been seen of the 
strangers from the high land there. About four in the 
morning the Anne went into the cove, and the governor 
ascended to the plain to have an interview with Heaton. 
He found everything tranquil in that quarter. Nothing 
had been seen of the strange squadron, since it went oui 
of sight, under the volcano; nor had even the Neshamony 
Bome in. The governor's arrival was soon known, early as 
it was, and he had visits from half the women on the island, 
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tu inquire after their ribseiU husbands. Each wife was told 
all the governor knew, and this short intercourse relieved 
the iiiinda of a great many. 

At eight, the Aune sailed again, and at ten she had the 
Needle in sight, with three boats off h, on the look-out, 
-Here, then, were tidings at last; but, the impatience of the 
governor was restrained, in order to make out the character 
of a sail that had been seen coming down through the 
straits, under a cloud of canvas. In a short time, this ves- 
sel was made out to be the Abraham, and the Anne hauled 
up to get her news. The two schooners spoke each other 
about twelve o'clock, but the Abraham bad no inteHigenoe 
lo impart. She had been sent, or rather carried by Bige- 
low, out by the eastern passage, and had stood along the 
whole of the weather-side of the group, to give notice to 
the whalers where to go ; and she had notified the two 
brigs to go in to-windward, and to remain in Weather Bay, 
where all the rest of the dull crafts bad been taken for 
safety ; and then bad come to-leeward to look for the go- 
vernor. As the Abraham was barely a respectable sailer, 
it was not deemed prudent to take her too near the strangers ; 
but, she might see bow matters were situated to the east- 
ward. By keeping on the weather-coast, and so near the 
land as not to be cut off from it, she would be of particular 
service ; since no enemy could approach in that quarter, 
without being seen; and Bigelow's familiarity with the 
channels would enable him, not only to save his schooner 
by running in, but would put it in his power to give notice 
throughout the whole group, of the position and apparent 
intentions of the strangers. The Abraham, accordingly, 
hauled by the wind, to beat back to her station, while the 
Anne kept off for the Needle. 

A I nd h g ernor found most of his craft 

w ngf In Th N 1 amony was still behind; bm 
II he e b d e e d heir orders, and were standing 
ff a d n 1 p eady to report. Nothing had 
b n n f h g It was certain they had not 

pp h I 1 g up f wo of the boats had just corao 
u f h g i f I lonists busy with the prepara- 
f d fen b lly undisturbed in other respects. 

ri f m n g h governor increased uneasiness. 

35 
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His hope (if hearing from (he |iiratea, in lime to be reiidy 
to meet them, now, depended on his reports from to lee- 
ward. The Nesfaamonj ought soon to be in ; nor could ii 
be long before the Manila would return. The great source 
of apprehension now came from a suspicion that some of 
ihe Kannakas might be acting oa pirates, along with Waally. 
for Waally himself no-great distrust was felt, since he 
had uever been allowed to see much of the channels of 
the group ; but it was very different with the sea-going Kan- 
nakas, who had been employed by the colonists. Some of 
thete men were familiar with all the windinga and turnings 
of the channtsia, knew how much water could be taken 
through a parage, and, though not absolutely safe pilots, 
perlnp", were men who might enable skilful seamen to 
handle their vessels with tolerable security within the 
lahnds Should it turn out that one or two of these fel- 
lows hid undertaken to carry (he strangers up to wind- 
ward, and to take them info one of the passages m that 
quarter of (he group, they might be down upon the differ- 
ent fortified points liefore they were etpected, and sweep 
ail before them. It is true thia danger had been in a mea- 
f dp h db I k f i 

b h d pp 1 f d bl h ds 

hi d h If pi ly 1 1 h to 
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hldb h mfBgl d 

lions got away, doing all the damage they could, 
1 that brief space. When they leil, it was night, 
and nothing very certain could be told of their movements. 
When last seen, however, tliey were on a wind, and heiid- 
ing lo the southward, a little westerly ; which looked like 
beating up ti>WHrds the volcimo, the trades now blowing 
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due aoalli-ea?t. But the Neshamoiiy had been quite round 
the volcano, without obtaining a sight of the strangers. 
Thence she proceeded to the Peak, where she acrived' 
only 3 few hours kAet the governor had sailed, going into 
the cove and finding &\\ quiet. Of course, the Martha 
could have no mofe to say than this, if as much; and the 
governor was once more left to the pain of deep suspense. 
As was expected, when Betts joined, he had nothing at all 
to tell. He had been ashore at Rancocus Point, heard the 
complaints of the people touching their losses, but had 
obtained no other tidings of the wrong-doers. Unwilling 
to lose time, he staid but an hour, and had been beating 
back to the rendezvous the rest of the period of his ab- 
sence. Was it possible (hat the strangers had gone back 
lo Betto's group, satisfied with the trifling injuries they 
had inflicted? This could hardly be; yet it was not easy 
to say where else they had been. After a consultation, it 
was decided that the Martha should stand over in .that di- 
rection, in the hope that she might pick up some intelli 
gence, by meeting with fishing canoes that often came 
out to a large cluster of rocks, that lay several leagues to 
windward of the territories of Oorooiiy and Waally. Cap- 
tain Betts had taken his leave of the governor, and had 
actually got od board his own vessel, in order to make sail, 
when, a signal was seen flying on board one of the boats 
that was kept cruising well out in the straits, intimating 
that strange vessels were seen to windward. This induced 
the governor to recall the Martha, and the whole of the 
look-out vessels stood off into the straits. 

In less than an hour, all doubts were removed. There 
were the strangers, sure enough, and what was more, there 
was the Abraham ahead of them, pushing for Cape South 

Eassagc, might and main ; for the strangers were on her 
eels, going four -feet to her three. It appeared, after- 
wards, that the pirates, on quitting Rancocus Island, had 
stood off to the southward, until they reached to windward 
of the volcano, passing however a good bit to leeward of 
the island, on their first stretch, when, finding the Peak 
just dipi'ing, they tacked to the northward and westward, 
and stood off towards the ordinary whaling-ground of the 
colony, ever which they swept in the expectation of cap. 
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luring the brigs. The pirates had i 
which they probably would have destroyed in pure wan- 
tonness, biit they were much in waot of naval stores, cord- 
age in particular, and the whaling gear of the two brigs 
would have been very acceptable to them. While running 
in for the group, after an unsuccessful search, they made 
the Abrahnm, and gave chase. That schooner steered for 
the straits, in the hope of finding the governor; but was so 
hard pressed by her pursuers, as to be giad to edge in for 
Cape South roads, intending to enter the group, and run 
for the Reef, if she could do no better. 

Luckily, the discovery of the look-out boat prevented 
the execution of the Abraham's project, which would have 
led the pirates directly up to the capital. But, no sooner 
did the governor see how things were situated, than he 
boldly lufled up towards the strangers, intending to divert 
them from the chase of the Abraham ; or, .at least, to sepa- 
rate them, in chase of himself In this design he was 
handsomely seconded by Betts, in the Mariha, who hauled 
his wind in ihe wake of the Anne, and carried everything 
that would draw, in order to keep his station. This deci- 
sion and show of spirit had its effect. The two brigs, 
which were moat to the southward, altered their course, 
and edged away for the Anne and Mariha, leaving the ship 
to follow the Abraham alone. The governor was greatly 
rejoiced at this, for he had a notion a vessel as large i:s the 
strange ship would hesitate about entering the narrow 
waters, on account of her draught; she being much larger 
than any craft that had ever been in before, as the Kanna- 
kas must know, and would not fail to report to the pirates. 
The governor supposed this ship to be a vessel of b 

appeared to be twelve guns of a side, below, and some 
eight or ten guns on her quarter-deck and forecastle. 
This was a formidable craft in those days, making what 
was called in the English service, an eighl-and-twenty gun 
frigate, a class of cruisers that were then found to be very 
useful. It is true, that the first class modern sloop-of-war 
would blow one of those little frigates out of wafer, being 
eeveral hundred tons larger, with armaments, crews and 
spars in proportion ; but an eight-and-twenty gun frigat 
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offered a very formidable force to a community like thit 
of the crater, and no one knew it better than the governor 

'I'he three strangers all sailed like witclic) It wag well 
for the Abraham that she had a port so doie under her 
lee, or the ship would have had her, hevond the smallest 
doubt. As it was she caught it, as ehe rounded the cape, 
33 close in as she could go, the frigate lettmg slip dt her 
the whole of her starboard broailside, which cut away the 
schooner's gaff, jib-stay, and main-topmast, besides killing 
a Kannaka, who was in the nlain-crosa-trees at the time 
This last occurrence turned out to be fortunate, in the 
mai;i, however, since it induced all the Kannakaa to be- 
licv- that the strangers were their enemieii in particular; 
else why kill one of their number, when there were just 
as mnny colonists as Kannakas to shoot at ! 

As the goi'ernor expected, the ship did not venlure to 
follow the Abraham in. That particular passage, in fact, 
was utterly unknown to Waally, and those with him, and 
he could not give such an account of it as would encou- 
rage the admiral to stand on. Determined not to lose 
time unnecessarily, the latter hauled short off shore, and 
made sail in chase of the Anne and Martha, which, by 
this time, were about mid-channel, heading across to the 
Peak. It was not the wish of the governor, however, to 
lead the strangers any nearer to the cove tnan whs neces- 
sary, and, no sooner did he see the Abraham well within 
the islands, her sails concealed by the trees, of which 
there was now a little forest on this part of the coast, and 
the ship drawing well off the land in hot pursuit of him- 
self, than he kept away in the direction of Rancocus Isl- 
and, bringing the wind on his larboard quarter. The 
strangers followed, and in half an hour they were all sa 
far to leeward of Cape South, as to remove any apprehen 
sion of their going in there very soon. 

Thus fa?, (he plan of the governor had succeeded tc 
admiration. He had his enemies in plain sight, within i 
leag'ie of him, and in chase of his two fastest craft. The 
best sailing of the Anne and Martha was on a wind, and, 
as a mafter of course, tliey could do better, comparatively, 
in smooth water, than larger craft. No sooner, therefore, 
had he got his pursuers far enough off the land, and far. 
35* 
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enough to leeward, than the governor wore, or .Ibed would 
be the better word, running off northwest, with the wind 
on his starboard quarter. This gave the strangers a little 
the advantage, in one sense, though they lost it, in another. 
It brought them- on his weather-beam ; pretty well forward 
of it, too; but the Needle was directly ahead of the 
schooner and sloop, and the governor foresaw that his 
pursuers would have, to keep off to double that, which he 
was reasonably certain of reaching iirst. 

Everything turned out as the governor anticipated. The 
pirates had neaT a league of water more to pass over, be- 
fore they could double the Needle, than the Anne and the 
Martha had ; and, though those two crafts were obliged to 
haul lip close to the rocks, under a distant fire from all 
three of their pursuers, no harm was done, and they were 
Boon covered by the land, and were close-hauled in smooth 
ivater, to leeward of the group. Twenty minutes later, 
the strangers came round the cape, also, bearing up sharp, 
and following their chase. This was placing the enemy 
jnst where the colonists could have wished. They were 
now to-leeward of every point in the settlements, looking 
up towards the roads, which opened on the western pas- 
sage, or that best known to Waally, and which he would 
be most likely to enter, should he attempt to pilot the 
strangers in. This was getting the invaders precisely 
where the governor wished them to be, if they were to 
attack him at all. They could not reach the Reef in less 
than twenty-four hours, with their knowledge of the chan- 
nel ; would have to approach it in face of the heaviest and 
strongest batteries, those provided for Waally; and, if suc- 
cessful in reaching the inner harbour, would enter it under 
the fire of the long twelves mounted on the crater, which 
was, rigiitly enough, deemed to be the citadel of the entire 
colonv unless, indeed, the Peak miglit better deserve that 
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CITAPTEE XXVIII 

"It Mares the sea-birds from their nesla ) 

The; dart and nheel nith denfening scresma ; 
Now dark — and now their wings em) breaats 
Flash back, amid ilisastrous gleams. 



It was the policy of the colonists to le d 
directly up to the Western Roads On h 
under which vessels were accustomed 
dwelling or two, and a battery of two guna — 
These guns were to command the anchor g 
iay directly in front of the mouth of the p 
very beautiful harbour within it; though h 
smooth in the roads, and the last were so 
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soon finding himself amid a line of some ol the most flour- 
ishing plantations in the colony. Fortunately, however, as 
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things llien tlLrc:Lt('ti*'il, ihese [i/iiiitnlii'iis were not on tha 
muin channel, but btuud along ihe innrgin of a passage 
which mas "deep enough to receive any craft that floated, 
but which was a cul-dc-sac, that coiild be entered only from 
the eastward. Along the margin of the ship-channel, there 
was not jet soil of the right quality for cnltivation, though 
it was slotviy forming, as the sands that lay thick on the 
adjacent rocks received other substances by exposure to 
the atmosphere. 

The Anne and her consorts had been anchored about an 
hour, when the strangers hove-(o in the roads, distant about 
half a mile from the battery. Here they all hoisted white 
flags, as if desirous of havirig a parley. The governor did 
not well know how to act. He could not tell whether or 
not it would do to trust such men ; and he aa little liked to 
place Bells, or any other confidential friend, in their power, 
as he did to place himself there. Nevertheless, prudence 
required that some notice should be taken of the flag of 
truce ; and he determined to go off a short distance frotn 
the shore in one of his own boats, and hoist a white flag, 
which would be as much as to say that he was w^iiting 
there to receive any communication (hat- the strangers might 
chose to send him. 

It was not long after the governor's boat had reached her 
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" There is," answered the governor, who did not deem 
i'l wise, nevertlieless, exactly to proclaim liis rank. "I 
have full powers, being directly authorized by the chief- 
magistrate of this colony." 

" To what nation does your colony belong?" 

This was an awkward question, and one that had not 
been at all anticipated, and which the governor was not 
fully prepared to answer. 

" Before interrogatories are thus put, it might be aa well 
for me to know by what authority I am ^ue&toned at all " 
returned Mr. Woolston. Whit are the ve-isels which 
have anchored in our waters and under what flag do they 
saiir' 

"A man-of-war never ins wers a hail unless it c mes 
from another nian-of-wir inswered the interpreter, 

"Do you, then, claim to be vessela of war I 

" If compelled to use our force, you will find us so. 
We have not come here to ans.wer questions, however, but 
lo iisk them. Does your colony claim to belong to any 
particular nation, or not?" 

" We are all natives of the United States of America, 
and our vessels sail under her flag." 

"The United Slates of America I" repeated the inter- 
oreter, with an ill-concealed expression of contempt. 
" There is good picking among the vessels of that nation, 
as the great European helligerenta well know ; and while 
so many are profiting by it, w. may as wel! come in for i i:r 

It may be necessary lo remind a portion of our readers, 
that this dialogue occurred more than forty years ago, and 
long before the republic sent out its fleets and armies to 
conquer adjacent states; when, indeed, it had scarce a 
fleet and army to protect its own coasts and frontiers from 
insults and depredations. It is said that when the late 
Eqiperor of Austria, the good and kind.hearted Francis II., 
was shown the ruins of the little castle of Habsburg, 
which is Btill to be seen crowning a low height, in the 
canton of Aarraw, Switzerland, he observed, " I now see 
that we have not alwnys been a great family." The go- 
vernor cared very little for the fling at his native land, but 
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diately prodairaed. All attempts to obtain sn announce 
ment of any national character, on the part of the strangers, 
was evaded; though, from the appearance of everything 
he saw, the governor could not 'now have the smallest 
doubt that he had lo do' with pirates. 

Af g H ut of the strangers that he could, and 

W b I 1 he best, the governor quietly, but stea- 

d Jy f d ede to any one of the demands, and put 

h u n h ppeal to force. The strangers were ob- 
u ly (1 pj n d at this answer, foi the thoughtful, 
s mpl m n f Mark Woolston had misled tbem, and 

h y I d lly fl ttered themselves with obtaining all 

I y d h a struggle. At first, the anger of the 

dull d ome treacherous violence on the spot. 
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but the orews of the two boats were so nearly cqiinl, that 
pruduiice, if not good faith, admonished him of the neces- 
sity of respecting the truce. The parties separated, how- 
ever, with denunciations, nay maledictions, on the part of 
the strangers, the colonists reiTiaining quiet in demeanor, 
but firm. 

The time taken for the two boats to r<'tarn to their re- 
spective points of departure was but short ; and scarcely 
was that of the stranger arrived alongside of its vessel, ere 
the ship fired a gun. This was the signal of war, the shot 
of that first gun falling directly in the battery, where it 
took off the hand of a Kannaka, besides doing some other 
damage. This was not a very favourable omen, but the 
governor encouraged his people, and to work both sides 
went, trying who could do the other the most harm. The 
cannonading was lively and well sustained, though it was 
not like one of the present time, when shot are hollow, and 
a gun is chambered and, not un frequently, has a muzzle 
almost as large as the open end of a flour-barrel, and a 
breech as big as a hogshead. At the commencement of 
(his century a long twelve-pounder was considered a smart 
piece, and was thought very capable of doing a good deal 
of mischief. The main battery of the ship was composed 
af guns of that description, while one of the brigs carried 
eight nines, and the other fourteen sixes. As the ship 
mounted altogether thirty, if not thirty-two, guns, this left 
the governor to contend with batteries that had in ihem at 
least twenty-six pieces, as opposed to his own two. A 
couple of lively guns, nevertheless, well-served and properly 
mounted, behind good earthen banks, are quite equal to 
several times their number on board ship. Notwithstand- 
ing the success of the first shot of the pirates, this truth 
soon became sufficiently apparent, and the vessels found 
themselves getting the worst of it. The governor, him- 
self, or Captain Belts pointed every gun that was fired in 
the battery, and they seldom failed to make their marks on 
Ihehulhof the enemy. On the other hand, the shot of the 
shipping was either buried in the mounds of the battery, 
or passed over its low parapets. Not a niim was hurt 
asliore, at the end of an hour's struggle, with ihe esuep- 
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lion uf the Kdnmka hrst wounded wliile heven of th« 
pirates were aUually killed, 4i>d near twenty wounded. 

Had the combat continued in the manner in which it 
wa= cotnnienced, the result would have been a speedy and 
sigDiil triumph in favour of the colony But, by this time, 
the pirate admiral became convinL,ed thit he had gone the 
wrong way to work, and that he must have recourae*to 
some management, in order to prevail agdinst such stub- 
born toes Neither of the vessels was anchored, but all 
kept under way, manteuvring about in front of the battery, 
but one brig hauled out of the line to the northward, and 
mjking a stretch or two clear of the line of fire, she came 
down on the north end ot the battery, in a position to rake 
it. Now, this battery had been constructed for plain, 
straightforward cannonading in front, with no embrasures 
to command the roads on either flank. Curtains of earth 
had been thrown up on the flanks, to protect the men, it 
is true, but this passive sort of resistance could do very 
little good ih a protracted contest. While this particular 
brig was gaining that favourable position, the ship and the 
other brig fell off to leeward, and were soon at so long a 
shot, as to be out of harm's way. This was throwing the 
battery entirely out of the combat, as to anything aggres- 
sive, and compelled a prompt decision on the part of the 
colonists. No sooner did the nearest brig open her fire, 
and that within short canister range, than the ship and her 
consort hauled in again on the southern flank of the bat- 
tery, the smallest vessel leading, and feeling her way with 
the lead. Perceiving the utter uselessness of remaining, 
and the great danger he ran of being cut off, the governor 
now commenced a retreat to his boats. This movement 
was not without danger, one colonist being killed in effect- 
ing it, and two more of the Kannakaa wounded. It suc- 
ceeded, notwithstanding, and the whole party got off to 
the Anne and Martha. 

This retreat, of course, left the island and the battery 
at the mercy of the pirates. The latter landed, set fire to 
the buildings, blew up the magazine, dismounted the guns, 
and did ali the other damage to the place that could be 
accomplished in the course of a short visit. They then 
went on board their vessels, agiun, and began to beat up 
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into the Western Passage, foHowiiig the colonists who pre- 
ceded theni, keeping just out of gun-shot. 

The Western Passage was somewhat crooked, and dif- 
ferent reaches were of very frequent occurrence. This 
sometimes aided a vessel in ascending, or going to wind- 
ward, and sometimes offered obstacles. Aa there were 
many other passages, so many false channels, some of 
wHich were culs-de-sacs, it was quite possible for one igno- 
rant of the true direction to miss'his way ; and this cir- 
cumstance suggested to ihe governor an expedient which 
was highly approved of by Kia friend and counsellor, cap- 
tain Belts, when It was laid before that plain, but espe- 
rienced, seaman. There was one false passage, about a 
league within the group, which led off to the northward, 
and far from all the settlements, that offered several in- 
ducements to enter it. In the first place, it had more of 
the appearance of a main channel, at its point of junction, 
than the main channel Itself, and might easily be mistaken 
for it; then, it turned right into the wind's eye, after beat- 
ing lip it for a league; and at the end of a long reach that 
ran due-south-east, it narrowed so much as to render it 
questionable whether the Anne and Martha could pass be- 
tween the rocks, into a wide bay beyond. This bay was 
the true cul-de-sac, having no other outlet or inlet than the 
narrow pass just mentioned ; tho""'' '* ™>"= ^f"'^ Inrctf- urna 
dotted with islands, and reache 
Loam Island, or within a mile, < 

The main question was whet 
sloop could pass through the opi 
between the reach and the bay 
tably fall Into the hands of the 
the false channel, and be follow 
ting that the Anne and Marth 
passage, should the pirates fol 
there would be very little prol 
though they might elude their 
the islands. Captain Betts wa 
vessels could get through, and 
endeavouring to lead the enemy 

Reef, by entangling them in this cul-ae-sac. it notning 
but delay was gained, delay would be something. It was 
36 
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always an advantage to the assailed to have time to rccovei 
from their first alarm, and to complete their arrangements. 
The governor listened to his. fi-iend's arguments with fa- 
vour, but he sent the Neshamony on direot to the Reef, 
with a letter to Pennock, acquainting that functionary 
with the stale of things, the intended plan, and a request 
that a twelve-pounder, that was mounted on a travelling 
carriage, might be put on board the boat, and sent to a 
landing, whence it might easily be dragged by hand to the 
narrov/ passage so often mentioned. This done, he took 
the way into the false channel himself. 

The governor, as a matter of course, kept at a safe dis- 
tance ahead of the pirates in the Anne and the Martha. 
This he was enabled to do quite easily, since fore-and-aft 
vessels make much quicker tacks than those that are 
square-rigged. As respects water, thei^e was enough of 
that almost everywhere ; it being rather a peculiarity of the 
group, that nearly every one of its passages had good chan- 
nels and bold shores. There was one shoal, however, and 
that of some extent, in the long reach of the false channel 
named ; and when the governor resolved to venture in 
there, it was not without the hope of leading the pirate 
ship on it. The water on this shoal was about sixteen 
feet deep, and there was scarce a hope of either of the 
brigs fetching up on it; but, could the ship be enticed 
there, and did she only strike with good way on her, and 
on a falling tide, her berth might be made very uncom- 
fortable. Although this hope appeared faintly in the back- 
ground of (he governor's project, his principal expectation 
was that of being able to decoy the strangers into a cul-de- 
sac, and to embarrass* them with delays and losses. As 
soon as the Neshamony was out of sight, the Anne and 
Mariha, therefore, accompanied by the other boats, stood 
into the false channel, and went off to the northward mer- 
rily, with 1 leading wind. When the enemy reached the 
point, they did not hesitate Jo follow, actually setting stud- 
ding sails in their eagerness not to be left too far behind. 
It is probable, that Waally was of but little service to his 
allies just then, for, 'after all, the knowledge of that chief 
was limited to a very imperfect acquaintance with such 
channels as would admit of the passage of even canoea. 
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The distances were by no means trifling in these croiikeii 
passages. By the true channel, it was rather more than 
seven and twenty miles from the western roads to the 
Reef; but, it was fully tea more by this false channel, 
even deducting the half league where there was no passage 
at all, or the bottom of the bag. Now, it required time to 
beat up such a distance, and the sun was selling when the 
governor reached the shoal already mentioned, about which 
he kept working for some time, in the hope of enticing the 
ship on it in the dark. But the pirates were too wary to 
be misled, in this fashion. The light no sooner left them 
than they took in all their canvas and anchored. It is pro- 
bable, that they believed themselves on their certain way 
to the Reef, and fe!t indisposed to risk anything by ad- 
venturing in the obscurity. Both parties, consequently, 
prepared to pass the night at their anchors. The Aune 
and Martha were now within less than a mile of the all- 
important passage, through which they were to make their 
escape, if they escaped at all. The opportunity of ascer- 
taining the fact was not to be neglected, and it was no 
sooner so dark as to veil his movements than the governor 
went on board the Martha, which was a vessel of more 
beam than the Anne, and beat her up to the rocks, in 
order to make a trial of its capacity. It was just possible 
to take the sloop through in several places ; but, in one 
spot, the rocks came too near together to admit of her 
being hauled between them. The circumstances would 
not allow of delay, and to work everybody went, with such 
implements as offered, to pick away the rock and to open 
a passage. By midnight, this was done; and the Martha 
was carried through into the bay beyond. Here she stood 
off a short distance and anchored. The governor went 
back to his own crafl and moved her about a mile, being 
apprehensive of a boat, attack in the darkness, should he 
remain where he was. This precaution was timely, for, 
in the morning, after day had dawned, no less than seven 
boats were seen pulling down to the pirates, which had, no 
doubt, been looking for the schooner and the sloop in vain. 
The governor got great credit for this piece of manage- 
ment; more even than might have been expected, the vul- 
gar usually bestowing their applause on acts of a glittering 
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had gone ahead. They were evidently a good deal puziiled 
about the channel, but supposed it must be somewhere to 
windward. In the mean time, the governor kept the Anne 
manffiuvring around the shoal, in the hope of luring the ship 
on it. Nor was he without rational hopes of success, for 
the brigs separated, one going close to each side of the 
sound, to look for the outlet, while the ship kept beating 
up directly in its centre, making a sinuous course towards 
the schooner, which was always near the shallow water. 
At length the governor was fully rewarded, for his temerity ; 
the admiral had made a stretch that carried him laterally 
paat the lee side ( f the shoal, and when he went about, he 
looked directly ftr the Anne, which was standing back 
and forth near its weather margin. Here the governor 
held on, until he had the satisfaction of seeing the ship 
just verging on the weather side of the shoal, when he up 
helm, and stood off to leeward, as if Intending to pass out 
of the cul-ds-sac by the way he had enlered, giving his 
pursuers the slip. This bold man(euvre*took the pirate 
admiral by surprise, and being in the vessel that was much 
the nearest to the Anne, he up helm, and was plumped on 
the shoal with strong way on him, in less than five minutes ! 
The instant the governor saw this, he hauled his wind and 
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beat bank again, passing the broadside of the ship with 
perfect impunity, lier people being too much occupied with 
their own situation, to think of their guns, or of molesting 

The strange ship had run aground within half a mile of 
the spot where the twelve-pounder was planted, and that 
gun now opened on her with great effect. She lay qnar- 
tering to this new enemy, and the range was no sooner 
obtained, than every shot hulled her. The governor now 
landed, and went to work seriously, first ordering th? Anne 
carried through the pass, to place her beyond the reach of 
the brigs. A forge happened to be in the Anne, to make 
some repairs to her iron work, and this forge, a smalt one 
it was true, was taken ashore, and an attempt was made to 
heat some shot in it. The shot had been put into the forge 
an hour or two before, but a fair trial was not made until 
the whole apparatus was landed For the next honr the 
efforts of both sides were unremitted One of the brigs 
went to the assistance" of the tdmiral, while the other en- 
deavoured to silence the gun, which was too securely 
placed, however, to mind her broad'iides One shot hulling 
h oo d her to leeward ■ after which, all the atteii- 
f h p w b d on their ship. 

Th dm I b y d 11 doubt, was very awkwardly 
pi d H I d h 11 dth of the shoal to leeward 
r h Id nly g ff by vorking directly in the face 

f h fi d h d g with seven knots way on his 

h p Th b w ft mud ; and the colonists knew 

b I g b h 1 d to windward, with a heavy 

d g od d I g 



lyz d 1 IT d hem timid and distrustful. 
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Aftei' near two hours of cannonading, during which Ihp 
colonists had done the pirates a good deal of damage, and 
the pirates literally had not injured the colonists at all, the 
governor was ready with hia hot shot, which he ifad brought 
to something more than a red heat. The gun was loaded 
with great care, and fired, after having been deliberately 
pointed by the governor himself. The ship was hulled, 
and a trifling explosion followed on board. That shot 
materially added to the confusion among the pirates, and 
it was immediately followed by another, which struck, also. 
It was now so apparent that confusion prevailed among 
the pirates, that the governor would not take the time 
necessary to put in the other hot shot, biit he loaded and 
fired as fast as he could, in the ordinary way. 

In less than a quarter of an hour after the first hot shot 
was fired, smoke poured out of the admiral's main-deck 
ports ; and, two minutes later, it was succeeded by flames. 

From -that moment the result of the conflict was no 
longer doubtful. The pirates, among whom great confu- 
sion prevailed, even previously to this disaster, now lost all 
subordination, and it was soon seen that each man worked 
for himself, striving to save as much as he could of his ill- 
gotten plunder. The governor understood the state of the 
enemy, and, though prudence could scarcely justify his 
course, he determined to press hiiii to the utmost. The 
Anne and Martha were both brought back through the 
pass, and the twelve-pounder was taken on board the 
former, there being room to fight it between her masts. 
Ah soon as this was done, the two craft bore down on the 
brigs, which were, by this time, a league to leeward of the 
burning ship, their commanders having carried them there 
to avoid theeffectsof the expected explosion. The admiral 
and his crew saved themselves in the boats, abandoning 
nearly all their property, and losing a good many men. 
Indeed, when the last boat left the ship, there were several 
of her people below, so far overcome by liquor, as to be 
totally helpless. TheHe men were abandoned too, as were 
all the wounded, including Waally, who had lost an arm 
by the fire of the battery. 

Neither did the governor like the idea of passing very 
nenr the ship, which had now been burning fully an hour 
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In going to leeward, he gave hef a berth, and it whs well 
he did, tor she blew up while the Anne and Martha, as it 
was, were considerably within a quarter of a mile of her. 
The colonists ever afterwards considered an incident con- 
nected with tins explosion, as a sort of Providential mani- 
festation of the favour of Heaven. The Martha was nearest 
to the ship, at the instant of her final disaster, and very 
many fragments were thrown around her ; a few even on 
her decks. Among the last was a human body, which was 
cast a great distance in the air, and fell, like a heavy clod, 
across the gunwale of the sloop. This proved to be the 
body of Waally, one of the arms having been cut away by 
a shot, three hours before ! Thus perished a constant and 
most wily enemy of the colony, and who had, more than 
onee, brought it to the verge of destruetton, by his cupidity 
and artifices. 

From this moment, the pirates thought little of anything 
but of effecting their retreat, and of getting out into open 
water again, 'i'he governor saw this, "and pressed them 
hard. . The twelve-pounder opened on the nearest brig, as 
soon as her shot would tell ; and even the Martha's swivel 
was beard, like the bark of a cur that joins in the clamour 
tvhen a strange dog is set upon by the pack of a village. 
The colonists on shore flew into the settlements, to let it 
be known that the enemy was retreating, when every dwell- 
ing poured out its inmates in pursuit. Even the females 
now appeared in arms; there being no such incentive to 
patriotism, on occasions of the kind, as the cry that the 
battle has been won. Those whom it might have been 
hard to get within the sound of a gun, a few hours before, 
now became valiant, and pressed into the van, which bore 
a very different aspect, before a retreating foe, from that 
which it presented on their advance. 

In losing Waally, the strangers lost the only person 
among them who had any pretension to be thought a pilot. 
He knew very little of the channels to the Reef, at the 
best, though he had been there thrice ; but, now he was 
gone, no one left among them knew anything about them 
at all. Under all the circumstances, therefore, it is not 
surprising that the admiral should think more of extricating 
his two briga from the narrow waters, than of pursuing hik 
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original plan of conquest. It was not difficult to find his 
way back by the road he had oome ; and that road he tra- 
velled as fast as a leading breeze would carry him along it. 
But re pp d 1 I3 difficulty 

with Hhhhfbx> hd dll appened 

that no k d f 1 g d b h d 1 and the 

officer fhlg fhb Sfhd heir ani- 

mosity ddh h d Ihdd d xpedient 

to tak ! g m Cm y h h h d II 1 to the 
share f 1 ' 1 f h b g nd keep 

it on b d 1 1 p g y h h y Id not run 

away \hh ft Thpocdgid strength- 

cned tibdb hp 'I'g had kept 

down 1 f b p i b I nouct of 

plunde I b b d f m h 1 y. That 

Tiope w ct PP ^ d I 1 1 m the two 

vessels g b f 1 A d I Martha, 

prepar kg b d f h brigs to 

reclairu I II g as d b d 1 other to 

retain By p f f m j p 1 to their 

pursui h pe w 1 h other's 

design d h by d ly b ut of the 

passag h h y f h 1^ R ads, one 

passed h h d f h Id d h 1 er lo the 

north* d I A d M h I [ ^ 1 in their 

wakes 

As I I 1 1 h 1 d d nto open 

water II d h disaffected 

brig fi h d 1 Th b d d returned, 

and th 1 g d lly d I h until the 

canop I m k hi p d h espective 

movem he Th b ^ d, and with 

a savage warmth, for hours ; both brigs running oiT the land 
under short canvas. At length the firing ceaaed, and the 
smoke so far cleared away as to enable the governor to 
take a look at the damages done. In this respect, there 
was little to choose ,' each vessel having suffered, and seem- 
ingly each about as much as the other. After consumipg 
an hour or two in repairing damages, the combat was re- 
newed ; when the two colony craft, seeing no prospects of 
its soon terminating, and being now several leagues to Jee- 
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'Vard of ihe group, hnQled up for the roads again. Tlia 
hriga continued their fight, always running off before tlie 
wind, and went oul of sight, catiopied by smoke, long after 
the reports of their guns had become inaudible. This was 
the kst the governor ever saw or heard of these dangerous 



CHAPTER XXIS. 

Vol P0P17I.I, vox nil. 

VeneraOk Axiom. 

After this unlooked-for termination of what the colo- 
nists called the ' Pirate-War,' the colony enjoyed a long 
period of peace and prosperity. The whaling business 
was carried on with great success, and many connected 
with it actually got rich. Among these was the governor, 
who, in addition to his other means, soon fountl himself in 
possession of more money than he could profitably dispose 
of in that young colony. By his orders, no less ihan one 
hundred thousand dollars were insesied in his name in 
the U d S p hi f d A 
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ftdipi lyfmss St 

the m d I d 
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glor 1ml d f h p ^e 

amo g h p pi rh d p pi 
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and rendered them what they were now fast becoming — 
scenes of the most exquisite rural beauty, as well as gra- 
naries of abundance. By tliis time, the palm-tree coverea 
more or less of everj island ; and the orange, Hme, shad- 
dock and other similar plants, filled the air with the fra- 
gr.iQce of their flowers, or rendered it bright with the 
golden hues of their fruits. In short, everything adapted 
to the climate was flourishing in the plantations, and plenty 
reigned even in the humblest dwelling. 

This was a perilous condition for the healthful humility 
of human beings. Two dangers beset them ; both co- 
loured and^ magnified by a common tetidency. One was 
that of dropping into luxurious idleness — the certain pre- 
cursor, in such a climate, of sensual indulgences; and the 
other was that of " wasing fat, and kicking." The ten- 
dency common to both, was to place self before God, and 
not only to believe that they merited all they received, but 
that they actually created a good share of it. 

Of luxurious idleness, it was perhaps too soon to dread 

its worst fruits. The men and women retained too many 

of their early habits ind impressions to drop easily into 

h Im I ylyhlkdfwd 

pd Ig h hhhdy 

d d h A d f If h 

and I 1 f g f I f G d 
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Wh h R d f h f h 

pi fhp hid bdth mfiy 

ts h I II fi d If bl g d dm 

hfdffml Idy td h iy d 
ppl U h pp iy h g w 

priii~"r. a lawyer, and no less than four persons who might 
be !:ed divines. Of the last, one was a presbyterian, 
one ii methodist, — the third was a baptist, and the fourth a 
qu^ker. Not long after the arrival of this importation, its 
consequences became visible. The sectaries commenced 
with ii ihoiisaiid professions of brotherly love, and a great 
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parade of Chrislian charity; indeed they preleuded that 
they had emigrated in order to enjoy a higher degree of 



and tooli the held in earnest, in order that the sheep ot 
one flock should not be mistaken for the sheep of another, 
great care was taken to mark each and .all with the brand 
of sect. One clipped an ear, another smeared the woo 
(or drew it over the eyes) and a third, as was the case 
with Friend Stephen Dightou, the qiialier, put on an entire 
covering, -so that his sheep might bo known by their out- 
ward symbols, far aa they could be seen. In a word, on 
those remote and sweet islands, which, basking in the sun 
and cooled by the trades, seemed designed by providence 
to sing hymns daily and hourly to their maker's praise, the 
subtleties of sectarian faith smothered that humble sub- 
mission to the divine law by trusting solely to ihe media- 
tion, substituting in its place immaterial observances and 
theories which were much more strenuously urged than 
clearly understood. The devil, in the form of a " profes- 
sor," once again entered Eden ; and the Peak, with so 
much to raise the soul above the grosser strife of men, was 
soon ringing with discussions on " free grace," " immer- 
sion," "spiritual baptism," and the "apostolical succes- 
sion." The birds sang as sweetly as ever, and their 
morning and evening songs hymned the praises of their 
creator as of old; but, not so was it with the morning and 
evening devotions of men. These last began to pray at 
each other, and if Mr. Hornblower was an exception, it 
was because his admirable liturgy did not furnish him 
with the means of making these forays into the enemy's 
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Nor did tht accession of law and inielligeace help (he 
matter much. Sbortlj after the lawyer made his appear- 
ance, men began to discover that they were wronged by 
their neighbours, iu ahundreii^rays which they had never 
before discovered. Law, which had hitherto been used for 
the purposesof justice, and of justice only, now began fn 
be used for those of speculation and revenge. A virtue 
was found in it that had never before been suspected of ex- 
isting in the colony; it being discovered that men could make 
not only very comfortable livings, but, in some cases, get 
rich, by the law; not by Us practice, but by its practices. 
Now came into existence an entire new class of philnn- 
thr()pists ; men who were ever ready to lend their money 
to such of the needy as possessed property, taking judg- 
ment bonds, mortgages, and other innocent securities 
which were received because the lender always acted on a 
jriaciple of not lending without them, or had taken a 
'ow. or made tbeir wives promises; the end of all being 
; transfer of title, by which the friendly assistant com- 
monly relieved h-s dupe of the future care of all his pro- 
perty. The governor soon observed that one of these phi- 
lanthropists rarely extended his saving hand, that the bor- 
rower did not come out as naked aa the ear of the corn 
that has been through the sheller, or nothing but cob ; and 
that, too, in a sort of patent-right time. Then there were 
the labourers of the press to add to the iuiluence of those 
of religion and the law. The jjssss- took up the cause of 
human rights, endeavouring, to transfer the power of the 
state from the public departments o s own p n ng offi e 
and aiming at establishing all the equal y tl at a flou h 
when one man has a monopoly of he ea s of n ale ng 
his facts to suit himself, leaving h s e gl bou to get along 
under such circumstances aa they ca B« he pr vate 
advautage 'secured to himself ly 1 s ad ocate of the 
rights of all, was the smallest pa of tl e nj v he d d 
though bis own interests were ne e los s gbt f and co- 
loured all he did ; the people were soon con need hat 
they had hitherto been living unde an bear I f yra oy 
and were invoked weekly to arou e tl e n irb and be 
true to themselves and tlieir pos e y I 1 e h place 
not a tenth of them had ever been consul ed o he sub- 
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__e(t of (he itislitutioiib at all, but had been compUled to 
Cake them as they found thein Isor had the present in 
oumbentb of office been placed in power by a vote of a 
loajorit) the original cobnists haiing saved tbose who 
came later ty the island i!l trouble in the premises In 
these fict3 WIS an unocaaing theme of declimation and 
comphmt to be found It was surprising how little the 
people realiy knew of the oppressitn under which they 
laboured until this stranger caine amongst them to en* 
lighten their understandings Nor ivas it le-s wonderful 
how many sources of wrong he exposed that no one had 
e* er dreamed of having an existence Although there was 
nDt a ta\ ol any sort laid in the colony not a shilling eser 
collected in the way o! import duties he boldly pr Duounced 
the citizens ot the islands t) be the most overburtheoed 
people m Christendom ' The taxation of England was no- 
thing to it and he did nut hesitate to pr eliim a general 
F inkrupti,y as the consequence unless some ot his own 
1 \pedient9 were resorted to, in order to nrrest the evd 
Our limits will not adm 1 1 f a de-icr ption ' the pr cess by 
which this person demonstrated that a people who literally 
contributed nothing at all, were overtaned ; but any one who 
has paid attention to the opposing sides of a discussion on 
such a subject, can readily imagine how easily such an ap- 
parent contradiction can be reconciled, and the proposition 
demonstrated. 

In the age of which we are writing, a majority of man 

kind fancied that a statement made in print was far more 

be h m d Th d 
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not the fact, even in Ameriiia, foriy years since. Tim 
theory of an unrestrained press has fiiUy developed itself 
within the last quarter of a century, so that even the 
elderly ladies, who once said with marvellous unction, " It 
must be true, for it's in print," are now very apt to say, 
"Oh ! it's only a newspaper account!" The foulest pool 
has been furnished by a beneficent Providence with the 
means of cleansing its own waters. 

But the "Crater Truth-Teller" could utter its lies, as a 
privileged publication, at the period of this narrative. 
Types still had a sanctity ; and it is surprising how much 
they deceived, and how many were (heir dupes. The jour- 
nal did not even take the ordinary pains to mystify its 
readers, and to conceal its own cupidity, as are practised 
in' communities more advanced in civilization. We dare 
say that journals are to be found in London and Paris, that 
take just as great liberties with the fact as the Crater Truth- 
Teller; but they treat their readers with a little more out- 
ward respect, however much they may mislead them with 
falsehoods. Your London and Paris publics are not to be 
■leak with as if composed of credulous old women, but re- 
quire something like a plausible mystification to throw dust 
in their eyes. 'I'hey have a remarkable proneness to believe 
ihat which they wish, it is true ; hut, beyond thai weakness, 
5ome limits are placed to their faith and appearances must 
be a good deal consulted. 

But at the crater no such precaution seemed to be ne- 
cessary. It is true that the editor did use tlie pronoun 
"we," in speaking of himself; but he took a!l other occa- 
sions to assert his individuality, and to use his journal dili- 
gently in its behalf Thus, whenever he got into the law, 
his columns were devoted (o publicly maintaining his own 
side of the question, although such a course was not only 
opposed to every man's sense of propriety, but was directly 
flying into the teeth of ihe laws of the land ; but little did 
he care for that. He was a public servant, and of course 
all he did was right. To be sure, other public servants 
were in the same category, all they did being wrong; but 
he had the means of telling his own story, and a largo 
number of gaping dunces were ever ready to believe him. 
r of filling his iarder is particularly worthy of 
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being mentioned. Quile aa oHeii as once a week, his jour- 
nal had Bonie such elegant article as this, viz ; — ^"Our 
esteemed friend, Peter Snooks" — perhaps it was Peter 
Snooks, Esquire — " has just brought us a fair specimen of 
his cocoa-nuts, which we do not hesitate in recommending 
to the housekeepers of the crater, as among the choicest 
of the group." Of course, 'Squire Snooks was grateful for 
tliis puff, nnd otlen brought more cocoa-nuts. The same 
great supervision was extended to the bananas, the bread- 
fruit, the cucumbers, the melon-?, and even the squashes, 
and alwa)'8 with the same results to the editorial larder. 
Once, however, this worthy did get himself in a quandary 
with his use of the imperial pronoun. A mate of one of 
the vessels inflicted personal chastisement on him, for some 
impertinent comments he saw iit to make on the honest 
tar's vessel ; and, this being matter of intense interest to 
the public mind, he went into a detail of all the evolutions 
of the combat. Other men may pull each other's noses, 
and inflict kicks and blows, without the world's caring a 
straw about it; hut the editorial interest is too intense to 
he overlooked in this manner.' A bulletin of the battle 
was published; the editor speaking of himself always ia 
the plural, out of excess of modesty, and to avoid ego- 
tism (!) in three columns which were all about himself, 
using such expressions as these: — "We now struck our 
antagonist a blow with our fist, and followed this up with 
a kick of our foot, and otherwise >t>e made an assault on 
him that he will have reason to remember to his dying day." 
Now, these expressions, for a time, set all the old women 
in the colony against the editor, until he went into an ela- 
borate explanation, showing that his modesty was so pain- 
fully sensitive that he could not say I on any account, 
though he occupied three more columns of his paper in 
explaining the state of nur feelings. But, at first, the cry 
went forth that the battle had been of two against mie; 
and that even the simple-minded colonists set down as 
somewhat cowardly. So'Tnuch for talking about we in the 
bulletin of a single combat ! 

The political. effects produced by this paper, however, 
were much the most material part of its results. When- 
ever it offended and disgusted its readers by its dishonesty, 
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selfishness, vulgarity, and lies — and it did this every week, 
Being a hebdomadal — it recovered the ground it had lost 
hy begitLnicg to talk of ' the people' and their rights. This 
the colonists could not withstand. Ail their aynipathiea 
were enlisted in behalf of him who thought so much of 
their rights; and, at the very moment he was trampling on 
these rights, to advance his own personal views, and even 
treating them with contempt by uttering the trash he did, 
they imagined that he and his paper in particular, and its 
doctrines in general, were a sort of gift fronj^ Heaven to 
form the palladium of their precious liberties! 

The great theory advanced by this editorial tyro, was, 
that a majority of any community had a right to do as it 
pleased. The governor early saw, not only the fallacies, 
but the danger of this doctrine; and he wrote several com- 
munications himself, in order to prove that it was false. If 
true, he contended it was true altogether; and that it must 
be taken, if taken as an axiom at all, with its largest con- 
sequences. Now, if a majority has a right to rule, in this 
arbitrary manner, it has a right to set its dogmas above the 
commandments, and to logalizR theft, murder, adultery, 
and all the other sins denounced in the twentieth chapter 
of Exodus. This was a poser to the demagogue, but he 
made an effort to get rid of it, by excepting the laws of 
God, which he allowed that even majorities were bound to 
respect. Thereupon, the governor replied that the laws 
of God were nothing but the great principles which ought 
to govern human conduct, and that his concession was an 
avowal that there was a power to which majorities should 
defer. Now, this was just as true of minorities as it was 
of majorities, and the amount of it all was that men, in 
establishing governments, merely set up a standard of prin- 
ciples which they pledged themselves to respect ; and that, 
even in the, most democratical communities, all that majo- 
rities could legally effect was to decide certain minor ques- 
tions which, being necessarily referred to some tribunal 
for decision, was of preference referred to them. If there 
was a power superior to the will of the majority, in the 
management of human affairs, then majorities were not 
supreme; and it behooved the citizer to regard the last as 
only what they. really are,' and what they w^re probably 
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designed to he — tribunals subject to thf control oi certain 
just principle's 

Constitutions, or the fandimentil hw, the governor went 
on to say, were meant to be the expresaion of iho<ie jusl 
and general principles which should control humdu so- 
ciety, and as such should prevail over majorities Consti- 
tutions were expressly intended to defend the rights of 
minorities; since without them, each question, or interest, 
might be settled by the majority, as it aro'e It was but a 
truism to saj that the oppression of the majority was the 
worst sort of oppressun since the parties inj ired not only 
endured the burthen imposed by many but were cut off 
from the sympathy of their kind which cia alleviate 
much suffering by the inherent character of the tyranny 

There was a great deal ot good sense and much truth 
in what the governor wrote on this occasion but ol what 
avail could it prove w th the ignorant and short sighted 
who put more trust in one hnneyeJ phnse of the journal 
that flourished about the people and their rights thin 
m all the arguments that reason sustained even by revela 
tion could offer to show the filhcies and dangers of this 
new doctrine As ^ matter of course the wiles of the 
demagogue were not without fruits Although every mm 
in the colonj either in his own person or in that of his 
parent or guardnn hid direUly entered into the covenants 
of the fundamentil law as that law then existed they now 
began to quarrel with its provisions and to advance doc- 
trines that would subiert everything as established in 
order to put something new ind untrieJ in its place 
PiOgre'^s was the great desideratum and change was the 
hand maiden of progress A sort of p ibs in the corner 
game was startel which was to endble thiae who had no 
places to run inio the seats of those wh) had This is i 
favourite pursuit of nnn all over the world in monarchies 
as well as in demtrracies for after all that institutions 
can effect there is little change in men by putting on or 
in taking off ermine and robes or in wearing republ cm 
simplicity in office or out of office but the demagogue is 
nothing but the oourtier pouring out his homage in the 
guttefs instead of in an ante chamber 

H r did the governor lun into extremes m his at(eini"l9 
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to reatrain the false reasoning and exaggerations of the 
demagogue and his deluded, or selfish followers. Nothing 
would be easier than to demonstrate that their notions of 
ihe rights of numbers was wrong, to demonstrate that were 
their theories carried out !□ practice, there could be, and 
would be nothing permanent or settled iri human affairs; 
yet not only did each lustrum, but each year, each month, 
each week, each hour, each minute demand its reform. 
Society must be periodically reduced to its elements, in 
order to redress grievances. The governor did not deny 
that men had their natural rights, at the very moment he 
insisted that these rights were just as much a portion of 
the minority as of the majority. He was perfectly willing 
that equal laws should prevail, as equal laws did prevail in 
the colony, though he was not disposed to throw every- 
thing into confusion merely to satisfy a theory. For a 
long time, therefore, he opposed the designs of the new- 
school, and insisted on hia vested rights, as established in 
the fundamental law, which had made him ruler for life. 
But " it is hard to kick against the pricks." Although 
the claim of the governor was in every sense connected 
with justice, perfectly sacred, it could not resist the throes 
of cupidity, selfishness, and envy. By this time, the news- 
paper, that palladium of liberty, had worked the minds of 
the masses to a state in which the naked pretension of 
possessing rights that were not common to everybody else 
was, to the last degree, " tolerable and not to be endured." 
To such a height did the fever of liberty rise, that men 
assumed a right to quarrel with the private habits of the 
governor and his family, some pronouncing him proud he- 
cause he did not neglect his teeth, as the majority did, eat 
when they ate, and otherwise presumed to be of different 
habits from those around him. Some even objected to 
him because he spat in his pocket-handkerchief, and did 
not blow his nose with his fingers. 

All this lime, religion was running riot, as well as poli- 
tics. The next-door neighbours haled each other most 
sincerely, because I'hey took different views of regenera- 
tion, justification, predestination and all the other subtle- 
ties of doctrine. What was remarkable, they who had the 
most clouded notions of such subjects were the loimeaf in 
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their denMiiciations. Unliappily, the Rev. Mr. Hornblower, 
who had possession of the ground, took a course which had 
a tendency to acrgravate instead of lessening this strife 
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to he made in the constitution ; but this mode required the 
consent of the governor, of the council, and flnally.'of the 
people. It was a slow, deliberative process, too, one by 
which men had time to reflect on what they were doing, 
and so far protected vested rights as to render it certain 
that no very great revolution could be effected under its 
shadow. Now, the disaffected aimed at revolution — at 
carrying out completely the game of " puss in the corner," 
and it became necessary to set up some uew principle by 
which they could circumvent the old fundamental law. 

This was very easily accomplished in the actual state of 
the public mind; it was only to carry out the doctrine of 
llie swny of the majority Ui a practical result; ™d this was 
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HO cleverly done as actually to put the balance of power in 
the hands of the minority. There is nothing new in this, 
however, as any cooi-headed man may see in this enlight- 
ened republic of our own, daily examples in which the 
majority-principle works purely for the aggrandizement 
of a minority clique, it makes very little difference how 
men are ruled ; they will be cheated ; for, failing of rogues 
at head-quarters to perform that office for them, they are 
quite certain to set to work to devise some means of cheat- 
ing themselves. At the crater this last trouble was spared 
them, the opposition performing that office in the following 
mgenious manner. 

The whole colony was divided into parishes, which ex- 
ercised in themselves a few of the minor functions of go- 
vernment. They had a limited legislative power, like the 
American town meetings. In these parishes, laws were 
passed, to require the people to vote ' yes' or ' no,' in order 
to ascertain whether there should, or should not be, a con- 
vention to amend the constitution. About one-fourth of 
the electors attended these primary meetings, and of the 
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or perspective! y, more than five years, couEecntivelj. Tliia 
placed Mr. Mark Woolslon on the ahelf at the next elec- 
tion. Two legislalive bodies were formed, the old council 
was annihilated, and everything was done that cunning 
could devise, to rause power and influence to pass into 
new hands. This was the one great object of the whole 
procedure, and, of course, it was not neglected. 

When the new constitution was completed, it was re- 
ferred back to the people for approval. At this third ap- 
peal to the popular voice, rather less than half of all the 
electors voted, the constitution being adopted by a majority 
of one-third of those who did. By this simple, and ejyiuisite 
republican process, was (he principle of the sway of major- 
ities vindicated, a new fundamental iaw for the colony pro- 
vided, and all the old incumbents turned out of office. 
' Silence gives consent,' cried the demagogues, who forgoi 
they had no right to put their questions ! 

Religion had a word to say in these changes. The cir 
cumstance that the governor was an Episcopalian recou- 
ciJed many devout Christians to the palpable wrong thai 
was done him ; and it was loudly argued that a church 
government of bishops, was opposed to republicanism, and 
consequently ought not to be entertained by republicans. 
This charming argument, which renders religious faith 
secondary to human institutions, instead of human institu- 
tions secoudaty to religious faith, thus completely putting 
the cart before the horse, hasaurvived that distant revolu- 
tion, and is already flourishing in more eastern climes. Ii 
is as near an approach to an idolatrous worship of self, as 
human conceit has recently tolerated. 

As a matter of course, elections followed the adoption 
of the new constitution. Pennock was chosen governor 
for two years ; the new lawyer was made judge , the editor, 
secretary of state and treasurer ; and other similar changes 
were effected. All the Woolston connection were com- 
pletely laid on the shelf. This was not done so much l)y 
the electors, with whom they were still popular, as by means 
of the nominating committees. These nominating com- 
mittees were expedients devised to place the power in the' 
hands of a few, in a government of the many. The rule 
nf the majority is so very sacred a thing that it is found 
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necessary to regulate it by legerdemain. No good repub- 
lican ever disputes the principle, jvhilo no sagacious one 
ever submits to it. There are various modes, however, of 
defeating all ' sacred principles,' aod this particular ' sacied 
principle' among the rest. The simplest is that of caucus 
nominations. The process is a singular illustration of the 
theory of a majority-government. Primary meetings are 
called, at which no one is ever present, but the wire-pullers 
and their puppets. Here very fierce conflicts occur be- 
tween the wire-pullers themselves, and these are frequently 
decided by votes as close as majorities of one, or two. 
Making the whole cnlculation, it follows that nominations 
are usually made by about a tenth, or even a twentieth of 
the body of the electors ; and this, too, on the supposition 
that they who vole actually have opinions of their own, as 
usually they have not, merely wagging their tongues as the 
wires are pulled. Now, these nominations are conclusive, 
when made by the rulirtg party, since there are no con- 
certed means of opposing them. A man must have a fla- 
grantly bad character not to succeed under a regular nomi- 
nation, or he must be too honest for the body of the electors ; 
one fault being quite as likely to defeat him as the other. 

In this way was a great revolution effected in the colony 
of the crater. At one time, the governor thought of knock- 
ing the. whole thing in the head, by the strong arm; as he 
might have done, and would have been perfectJy justified 
in doing. The Kannakas were now at his command, and, 
in truth, a majority of the electors were with him ; but 
political jugglery held them in duress. A majority of the 
electors of the state of New York are, at this moment, op- 
posed to universal suffrage, especially as it is exercised in 
the town and village governments, but moral cowardice 
holds them in subjection. Afraid of their owii shadows, 
each politician hesitates to ' bell the cat.' What is more, 
the select aristocrats and mot archists are the least bold in 
acting fi'ankly, and in saying openly what they think; 
leavmg that office to be discharged, as it ever will be, by 
the men who — true democrats, and not canting democrats 
— willing to give the people just as much control as they 
knoH how to use, or which circumstances will allow them 
to use beneficially to themselves, do not hesitate to speak 
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Biththe cand ir ind nniilineas f their principles, Theatj 
men rail thing'! by their light nai ls equally eschewing 
tlie absurdity of believing that nature intended rulers to 
descend from male to male lecording to the order of pri- 
nitgeniture or the still greiter nonsense of supposing ii 
neLeasary to obtain the most thrifty plants from the hot- 
beds of tt e people that they may be transplanted into the 
beds of state reeking with the manure of the gutters. 

The goiernor submitted to the changes, through a love 
of peace ind censed to be inytbiig more than a private 
L.iti7en when he had so manv cla m*: to be first, and when, 
m tdct he 1 id so I ng b en first No sovereign on his 
throne c uld write G atia Dei bet re his titles with stricter 
conformity to truth than fifark Woolston ; but his right 
did not pieserve him from the ruthless plunder of the de- 
raagigue To his surprise as well is to his grief, Pen- 
nock Has reduced by ambitior and he assumed the func- 
tions of the executive with quite as little visible hesitation, 
as the heir apparent succeeds to his lather's crown. 

It would be untrue to say that Mark did not feel the 
change but it is just to add that be felt more concern for 
the future fate of the colon) than he did for himself or his 
children Nor when he oame to reflect on the matter, was 
iiL so much surprised ibat he could be supplanted in this 
w aj under a S) stem in which the sway of the majority was 
so mu h lauded when he did not entertain a doubt that 
consider bij more than half of the colony preferred the 
olJ system to the new and that the sane proportion of the 
people H "luld rather see him in the Colony House, than to 
flee John Pennock m hi*. <itead But Mark — we must call 
b m the governor no longei — hid witched -the progress of 
events clisely and begin to comprehend them. He bad 
learned the great and all important political truth, that 



_. _._ _... This truth should be written in letters 

)f gold, at every corner of the streets and highways in a 
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republic ; for truth it is, and truth, those who press the fore- 
most on another path will the soooest discover it to be. 
The mass luai/ select their representatives, mat/ know them, 
and maff in a good measure so far sway them, as to keep 
them to their duties ; but when a constituency assumes to 
eoact the part of executive and judiciary, they not only get 
beyond their depth, but into the mire. What can, what 
does the b^st-in formed layman, for instance, know of the 
qualili cat ions of this or that candidate to iill a seat on the 
bench ! He has to take another's judgment for his guide ; 
and a popular appointment of this nature, is merely trans- 
ferring the nomination from an enlightened, and, what is 
everything, a rksponsible authority, to one that is un- 
avoidably at the mercy of second persons for its means of 
judging, and is as irresponsiklb as air. 

At one time, Mark Woolaton regretted that he had not 
established an opposition paper, in order to supply an anti- 
dote for the bane; but reflection satisfied him it would have 
been useless. Everything human follows its law, until 
checked by abuses that create resistance. This is true of 
the monarch, who misuses power until it becomes tyranny ; 
of the nobles, who combine to restrain the monarch, until 
the throes of an aristocracy-ridden country proclaim that 
it has merely changed places with the prince ; of the people, 
who wax fat and kick ! 'Everything human is abused ; and 
It would seem that the only period of tolerable condition 
IS the transition state, when the new force is gathering to 
a head and before the storm has time to hreik In the 
mean time, the earth revolves men ite born live their 
time and die, communitiei dre formed md are dissolved, 
dynasties appear and disappear, good contends with evil, 
and evil still has its day , the whole, however, idvanung 
slowly but unerringly towards that great consummation, 
which was designed from the beginning, and which is as 
certain to arrive in the end, as that the sun sets at night 
and rises in the morning The supreme foil) of the hour 
is to imagine that perfection will come before its stated 
time 
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CHAPTER XXX 

-Thia is Ihy lesaon, mighty sea! 

Man calls the di:iipled earth his own, 
The fiowery vale, the golden lea ; 

And on the wild gray mounlain-aloQB 
Claims nature's temple for hia throne! 

But where ihy many voices aiug 

Their endless song, the deep, deep lone 

Calla back hia apirit'a airy wing. 

He shrinks into hiQiaelf, when God is king !" 
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religion, the sects ever had fair-play or ever since the arti 
val of the parsons, and that had been running down, from 
the moment it began to run into f-xcessea and exnggera- 
tions. As soon aa a man beg^is to sAo«( in religion lie 
may be pretty sure that he is " hallooing before he is out 
of the woods." It is trt'", that a.11 our teehngi ethibit 
themselves, more or less, in conformity to habits and man- 
ners, but there is someth-ug profane in the idea that the 
spirit of God manifests ilr presence ic Fells and clamour, 
even when in possessior of those who have nol been 
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iraidcd to ihp more siLiued dfpjrtmcnt f reasrn and 
propriety The sho iling and deddinalorj pirts of i eiigion 
may be the evil »ipirilb growling and jell ng before they are 
expelled but these must not be mistaken tor the voice if 
the Ancient of Days 

The morals decayed as religion obtained its false dirn, 
tions '^elfrighteoii''ncs& the insepiraUe compani n of 
[he quariela of sects took thB place if humililj ^r 1 thus 
became preialent that most dangerous coiiditi m of the 
soul of man when he imagines that he sanctihes what he 
does, a frame ot mind by the wiy that le by no means 
strange to very many who ought fo be conscious of their 
iin n orthinesE With the morals of the oolony its prospe 
rity, even in worldly interests, began to lose ground. The 
merchants, as usual, had behaved badly in the political 
struggle. The intense selfishness of the caste kept them 
occupied with the pursuit of gain, at the most critical mo- 
ments of the struggle, or when their influence might have 
been of use; and when the mischief was done, and they 
began to feel its consequences, or, what to them was the 
same thing, to fancy that the low price of oil in Europe 
was owing to the change of constitution at the Crater, 
they started up in convulsed and mercenary efforts to coun- 
teract the evil, referring all to money, and not manifesting 
any particular notions of principles concerning the man- 
ner in which it was used. As the cooler heads of the 
minority — perhaps we ought to say of the majority, for, 
oddly enough, the minority now actually ruled in Craler- 
dom, by carrying out fully the principle of the sway of the 
majority — but, as the cooler heads of the colony well un- 
derstood that nothing material was to follow from such 
spasmodic and ill-dii-ected efforts, the merchants were not 
hacked in their rising, and, as commonly happens with the 
slave, the shaking of their chains only bound tliem so 
much the tighter. 

At length the Rancocus returned from the voyage on 
which she had sailed just previously fo the change in the 
eonstitmion, and her owner announced his intention to go 
in her to America, the next trip, himself His brothers, 
Helton, Anne, their children, and, finally, Captain Betts, 
Friend Martha, and their issue, all, sooner or later, joined 
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the party; a desire to visit the low shores of the Del n- 
wiire once more, uniting with the raortiiicatinn of the re- 
cent changes, to induce them ali (o wish to see the land 
of their fathers before they died. All the oil ini the colony 
was purchased hy VVoolston, at rather favourable prices, 
tlie last quotations from abioad being low; the ex-governor 
disposed of most of his movables, in order to effect so 
1 ^rge an operation. He also procured a glorious collection 
of shells, and some other light iirticles of the sort, filling 
ihe ship as full as she could be stowed. It was then that 
tlie necessity of having a second vessel became apparent, 
and Betta determined to withdraw his brig from the fishery, 
and to go to America in her. The whales had been driven 
off the original fishing-ground, and the pursuit was no 
longer as profitable as it had been, three fish having been 
taken formerly to one now; a circumstance the hierarchy 
of the Crater did not fail to ascribe to the Changes in the. 
constitution, while the journal attributed it to certain 
ariatocralical tendencies which, as that paper averred, had 
crept into the management of the business. 

~The vessels were loaded, the passengers disposing of as 
many of their movables as they could, an^ to good advan^ 
tage, intending to lay in fresh supplies in Philadelphia, and 
using the funds thus obtained to procure a freight for the 
brig. At the end of a month, both vessels were ready ; (he 
different dwellings were transferred to ilew occupants, 
some by lease and others by sales, and all those who con- 
templated a voyage to America were assembled at the 
crater. Previously to taking leave of a place that had be- 
come endeared to him by so many associations and inte- 
rests, Mr. Woolston determined to take the Aniie, hiring 
her of the government for that purpose — Governor Pennock 
condescendingly deciding that the public interests would 
not suffer by the arrangement — and going in her once more 
through the colony, on a tour of private, if not of official 
inspection. Bridget, Heaton, Anne, and Captain Betts, 
were of the party; the children being left at the crater, in 
proper custody. 

The first visit was paid to "Rancocns Island. Here the 
damage done by the pirates had long been repaired ; and 
the mills, kilns and other works, were in a state of pros- 
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perous industry. The « [!d bogs and goats were now so 
numerous as to be a littlt; troublesome, particularly Ibe for- 
mer; but, 9 good tnaijy being shot, the inhabiiatits did not 
despair of suceessfuljj contending with them for the pos- 
session of the place. There were cattle, also, on this isl- 
and ; but tiiey were still tame, the cows giving milk, and 
the oxen being used in the yoke. These were the descend- 
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compliance of his fellow-creatures, more than to rejoice at 
their testimony in his own favour. 

But, uotwithatanding all these errors -of man, nature and 
time had done their work magnificently since the last 
"progress" of Woolston among the islands. The channels 
were in nearly every instance lined with trees, and the 
husbandry had assumed the aspect of an advanced civiliza- 
tion. Hedges, beautiful in their luxuriance and flowers, 
divided the fields ; and the buildings which contribute to 
the comforts of a population were to be found on every 
side. The broad plains of soft, mud, by the aid of the sun, 
the rains, the guano, and the plough, had now been some 
years converted into meadows and arable lands; and those 
which stiii lay remote from the peopled parts of the group, 
still nine-tenths of its surface, were fast getting the cha- 
racter of rich pastures, where cattle, and horses, and hogs 
were allowed to roam at pleasure. As the cock crowed 
from the midst of his attendant party of hens and chickens, 
tine ex-governor in passing would smile sadly, his thoughts 
reverting to the time when its predecessor raised its shrill 
notes on the naked rooks of the Reef! 

That Reef itself had undergone more changes than any 
other spot in the colony, as the Peak had undergone fewer. 
The town by this time oonfained more than two hundred 
buildings, of one sort ajia anotner, and the population ex- 
ceeded five hundred souls. This was a sn^l population 
for so many tenements; but the children, aa yet, did not 
bear a just proportion to the adults. The crater was the 
subject of what to Mark Woolston was a moat painful law- 
suit. From the first, he had (!!aim.ed that spot ae his private 
property; though he had conceded its .use to tlie public, 
under a lease, since it was so well adapted, by natural forma- 
tion, to be a place of refuge when invasions were appre- 
hended. But the crater he had found barren, and had ren- 
dered fertile ; the crater had even seemed to him to be an 
especial gift of Providence bestowed on him in his misery ; 
and the crater was his by possession, as well as by othei 
rights, when he received strangers into his association 
None of the older inhabitants denied this claim. It is the 
last comers who are ever the most anxious to dispute an- 
cient rights. As they can possess none of these established 



iLvGooglf 



450 niK gbater; 

privileges themselves, tliey dislike that others should enjoj 
them; and association places no restraints on their cupi- 
dity. Pennock, once in the hands of "the people," waa 
obliged to maintain their rights, or what sojne among them 
chose to call their rights ; and he authorized the attorney- 
general to bring an action of ejectment against the party 
in possession. Some pretty hard-faced trickery waa at- 
tempted in the way of legislation, in order to help along 
the claim of the public; for, if the truth must be said, the 
public is just as wont to resort to such unworthy means to 
effect its purposes aa private individuals, when it is deemed 
necessary. But there was little fear of the " people's" 
failing; they made the law, and they administered it, 
through their agents ; the power being now so completely in 
their hands that it required twice the usual stock of human 
virtue to he able to say them nay, as had formerly been the 
case. God help the man whose rights are to be maintained 
against the masses, when the immediate and dependent 
nominees of those masses are to sit in judgment ! If the 
public, by any inadvertency, have had the weakness to 
select servants that are superior to human infirmities, and 
who prefer to do right rather than to do as their masters 
would have them, it is a weakness that experience will be 
sure to correct, and which will not be often repeated. 

The '.rial of this cause kept the Woolstons at the crater 
a week longer than they would have remained. When the 
cause was submitted to the jury, Mr. Attorney-General had 
a great deal to say about aristocracy and privileged orders, 
as wa'l as about ife - ■ ed ri hts f the 1 To liear 
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lousy, and most of all, the envy, of the majority. Wooiston 
argued his own cause, making a clear, forcible and manly 
»"peal to the justice and good sense of the jury, in vindi- 
c'ltion of his claims; which, on every legal as well as 
f luitable principle,, was out of all 'juestion such as every 
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civilized community should have mnintained. But the 
great anJ most powerful foe of justice, in cases of this 
sort, is si.ANC ; and slang in this instance came very near 
beiDg too much for law. The jury. were divided, ten going 
for the, ' people,' and two for the right ; one of the last be- 
ing Bigelow, who was a fearless, independent fellow, and 
cared no more for the bug-bear called the ' people,' by the 
slang-whangers of politics, than he did for the Emperor of 
Japan. 

The day after this fruitless trial, which left Mark's claim 
in abeyance until the next court, a period of sis months, 
the intended travellers repaired on board ship, and the brig, 
with her -party, went t<S sea, under her owner, captain Belts, 
who had provided himself with a good navigator in the 
person of his mate. The Rancocus, however, crossed over 
to the Peak, and the passengers all ascended to the plain, 
to take leave of that ear.thly paradise. Nature had done so 
much for this place, that it had been the settled policy of 
Mark Woolston to suffer its native charms to he marred as 
little as possible. But the Peak had ever been deemed a 
sort of West-End of the Colony ; and, though the distribu- 
tion of it had been made very fairly, those who parted with 
their shares receiving very ample compensations for them, 
a certain distinction became attached to the residence tin 
the Peak. Some fancied it was on account of its climate; 
some, because it was a mountain, and was more raised up 
in the world than the low islands near it; some, because it 
had most edible birds, and the best figs; but none of those 
who now coveted residences there for their families, or the 
name of residences there, would allow even to themselves, 
what was the simple fact, that the place received it highest 
distinction on account of the more distinguished individuals 
who dwelt on it. At first, the name was given to several 
settlements in the group, just as the Manhattanese have 
their East and West Broadway ; and, just for the very same 
reasons that have made them so rich in Broadways, they 
will have ere long, first-fifth, second-fifth, and third-fifth 
avenue, unless common sense begins to resume its almost 
forgotten sway among the aldermen. But this dei 
tion in the way of names, did not satisfy the t 
rity, after they got into the ascendant; and 
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passed authorizing a new survey, aud a new subdivision 
ol' Ihe public lands on the Peak, among the citizens of the 
ciJony, On some pretence- of justice, lha( is not very 
easily to be understood, those who had property there 
already were not to have shares in the new lottery ; a lot- 
tery, by the way, in which the prizes were about twice as 
large gs those wliich had originally been distributed amohg 
the colonists. 

But, Mark and Bridget endeavoured to forget every- 
thing unpleasant in this Tisit to their much-loved home. 
They regarded the place as a boon from Providence, thai 
demanded all their gratitude, in spite of the abuses of 
which it was the subject ; and never did it seem to them 
more exquisitely beautiful, perhaps it never had been more 
perfectly lovely, than it appeared the hour they left it. 
Mark remembered it as he found it, a paradise in the 
midst of the waters, wanting only in man to erect the last 
great-altar in his heart, in honour of its divine creator. 
As yet, its beauties had not been much marred; though 
ihe new irruption menaced them with serious injuries. 

Mr. and Mrs. Woolston took leave of their friends, and 
lore tliemselvea away from the charming aoenery of tha 
Plwhh yh ThR ot.us was waiting for 

h d h I f I 1 1 d verybody was soon 

b d h Tl I fill d id the ship passed 

f m m h land by g south, and haul- 

pb« hPkndh Icano. The latter 

n d I Ily N more smoke arose 

im hddd tra fa twelvemonth. It 

w n 1 d 1 «1 b :ime habitable, like 

h h n 

OiTCpHnlR pk I e Dragon; Captain 

Betts and his passengers being <i!l well. The two vesseis 
saw no more of each other until the ship was coming out 
of the Bay of Rio, as the brig was going in. Notwith- 
standing this advantage, and the general superiority of the 
sailing of the Raneocus, such was the nature of ihe winds 
that the I a st_en countered, that when she passed Cape May 
lights the brig was actually in the bay, and ahead of her ; 
This circumstance, however, afforded pleasure rather than 
anything pIsp, mid Ihe two vessels landed their passengers 
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oil the wharves of Philadelphia within an hour of each 
other. 

Great was the commotion in the little town of Bristol at 
the return of all the Woolstons, who had gone off, no one 
knew exactly whither; some saying to New Holland; 
others to China ; and a few even to Japan. The excite- 
ment extended across the river to the little city of Bur- 
lington, and there was danger of the whole history of the 
colony's getting into the newspapers. 'I'he colonists, how- 
ever, were still discreet, and in a week something else 
occurred to draw the attention of the multitude, and the 
unexpected visit was soon regarded like any other visit. 

Glad enough, notwithstanding, were the near relatives of 
Bridget and Anne in particular to see those two fine young 
vonen again Ne ther appeared much n ore tl an a t elve- 

t! older than vhen she we t away Th s was ow ng 
t the del c us yet not e ervat ig d n fe n wh ch both 
I ad 1 ed They were othe s and a 1 ttle nore n atronly 

appearance but n ne t] e less lovely the r h Idre i 
1 ke the lelves were olject of great nte e^t n the r re- 
fl ect ve fa I es and h pj y deed vere the 1 ouseholda 

1 ch rece ved then It n o deg ee lesse el tl e sa! s 
Idct o of any ot tl e part es tl dt the travelle s i ad all re 
1 rned nuel better ff i the r c rcimttance tl an vhen 
tl ey veit iway Even the two younger Woolstons we e 
no V comf rtdble and early innon ed a i nten on not to 
return to the slands As for the e\ gover or I e r gl t be 
sa d to be r ch but h s heart t a'* st II n t! e colony over 
ihe weaknesses of which his spirit yearned, as the indulgent 
uarent feels for the failings of a backsliding child. Never- 
theless, Bridget was persuaded to remain with her father a 
twelvemonth longer than her husband, for the health of the 
old gentleman had become infirm, and he could not bear 
to part with his only chiid so soon again, after she had 
once been restored to his arms. It was, therefore, decided, 
that Mr. Mark Woolston should fill the Rancocus with 
such articles as were deemed the most useful to the colo- 
ny, and go back in that vessel, leaving his wife and chil- 
dren at Bristol, with the understanding he would return and 
seek them the succeeding summer. A similar arrange- 
ment was made for the wife and children of Captain Betis. 
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Friend Martha Beits being much in tiie practice of regu- 
lating her conduct by that of Friend Bridget Woolston. 
Belts sold his brig, and consented to go in the Rancocus 
as a pa^enger, having no scruples now lie hid become 
comparatively wealthy, about eatmg with his <: Id shipmate, 
and oiherwiee associating witli him though U »as alwayi 
as a sort of humble comptnion 

The Heatoiis determined to remain in Amei ca for a 
time at least. Mr. Heaton felt the ingrdtitude of the co- 
lonists even more keenly than his brothbr in law for he 
knew how much bad been done for them, and how com- 
pletely they had forgotten it all Anne regretted the 
Peak, and its delicious climate, tut her hedrt was mimly 
concentred in her fami]) and she could not be otherwise 
than happy, while permitted to dwell with her huaband 
and children. 

When the Rancocus sailed, thereforp sbt had no one 
iin board her but Mark Woolston and Belts with the ex- 
ception of her proper crew Her cargo was of no great 
intrinsic value, though it consistf d m ait cks much used, 
and consequently io gn at dpmand in the colony Aa the 
vessel had lain Bome months at PhiWelphia where she 
had been thoroughly repaired and new coppered, she 
sailed well, and made an excellent run to Rio noi was 
her passage bad as far aa the straits of Ld Maire Here 
she encountered westerly gales, tnd the Cape may be sa d 
to have been doubled m a tempest All r beating about 
for six weeks in that stormy ocean, the ship Jinallv got 
into the Pacific, and went into Valpai i so Here Mdrk 
Woolston received very favourable offerti for most of his 
cargo, but, still feeling desirous to «erve his colonv, he 
refused them ail, setting aail for the islands as aoon as he 
had made a few repaiis and had a liitle refreshed his 

The passages between Vilparaiio and the Crater had 
lally consumed about five weeks though somewhat de- 
' it on the state of the tridc? Ou this occasion the 
s rather long, it haiing been attempted to find a 
new course. Formerly the vessels had lallen in with the 
Crater, between Betto's group and the Reef which was 
bringing them somewhat to leeward, and Mi WoolatoB 
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iiow tliouglK he would try ;i more soiifhern roiito, and sog 
if hi! could not make the Peak, which would not only 
bring him to windward, but which place was certainly 
giving liim a more striking object to fall in with than the 
lower islands of the group. 

It was OR the morning of one of the most brilliant daya 
of those seas, that Captain Saunders met the ex-governor 
on the quarter-deck, as the latter appeared there for the first 
time since quitting his berth, and announced that he had 
just sent look-outs aloft to have a search for the land. By 
' i reckoning hey m b w thin twelve leagues of the 



Peak, and he a 1 p 


sed that it was not yet visi- 


ble from the d 1 M k 


hey must very shortly ; for 


he was quite <■ f 1 1 


tude, and did not believe 


that he could be m h 


f the way, as respected his 


longitude. Ti 


next hailed, and the inquiry 


was made if tl P k uld 


t be seen ahead. The an- 


swer was, that no land was 


in sight, in any part of the 



For several hours the ship ran down before the wind, 
and the same extraordinary vacancy existed on the waters! 
At length an island was seen, and the news was sent down 
on deck. . Towards that island the ship steered, and about 
two in the afternoon, she came up'close under its lee, and 
backed her topsail. This island was a stranger to al! on 
board ! The navigators , were confident tbey must be 
within a few leagues of the Peak, as well as of the volca- 
no; yet nothing could be seen of either, while here was 
an unknown island in their places 1 This strange lanQ 
was of very small dimensions, rising out of the sea about 
three hundred feet. Its extent was no great matter, hall 
a mile in -diameter perhaps, and its form nearly circular. 
A boat was lowered, and a party pulled towards it. 

As Mr. Woolston approached this as jet strange spot, 
something in its outlines recurred to his memory. The 
boat moved a little further north, and he beheld a solitary 
tree. Then a cry escaped him, and the whole of the ter- 
rible truth flashed on his mind. He beheld the summit 
of the Peak, and (he solitary tree was that which he had 
himself preserved as a signal. The remainder of his pa- 
radise had sunk beneath the ocean I 
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On landing, anJ examining more minutely, this awful 
oataslropiie was fully confirmed. No part of Vulcan's 
Peak reraaintd above water but its rocky summit, and its 
venerable deposit of guano. All the rest was submerged ; 
and when soundings were made, the plain, that spot which 
had almost'as much of Heaven as of earth about it, ac- 
cording to the unenlightened minds of its inhabitants, was 
found to be nearly a hundred fathoms deep in the ocean ! 

[t is scarciily possible to describe the sickening awe 
which came over the parlyi when they had assured thcm- 
aelves of the fatal facts by further observation. Everything, 
howe-'er, went (o confirm the esiatence of the dire catas- 
troph"'. These internal fires bad wrought a new convul- 
sion, ai, 1 Uie labours and hopes of ypiirs had vanished ill 
a momvii . Tlie crust of the earth had again been broken : 
and this Oi.ie it was to destroy, instead of to create. The 
lead gave ieaifui confirmation "of the natureof the disaster, 
the soundings answering aecurately to the known forma- 
tion of the land in the neighbourhood of llio Peak. 9ut, 
In the Peak itself, it was not pcBsible to be mistaken: 
there it was in its familiar outline, just as it hail stood in 
its more elevated position, when it urowiicd its charming 
mountain, and overlooked the whole of that enchanting 
plain which had sn lately stretched beneath. It might be 
said to resemble, in this respect, that sublime rock, which 
is recognised us a part of the " everlasting hills," in Cole'a 
series of noble landscapes that is called " the March of 
Empire ;" evei the same amid the changes of time, and 
civilizif ion, and decay, there it was the apes of the Peak ; 
naked, storm beattn, and familiar to the eye, though sur- 
rounded no lougcr by the many delightful objpcis which 
had once been seen in its neighbourhood 

Saddened, and chastened m spirit, by theae proofs of 
what had befilien the colony, the party returned to the 
sbif) That night they remained near the little islet , next 
day they edged away in the direction bf the place where 
the volcano had formerly risen up out of the waves. After 
running the proper distance, the ship was hove-to, and hei 
people sounded; two hundred fathoms of line were out, 
but no bottom was found. Then the Rancocus bore up 
for (be island whinb had borne her own name. The spot 
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was asnertained, but the mountaiQ had also sunk into the 
ocean. In one place, soundings were iiad in ten fathoms 
water, and here the vessel was anchored. Next day, when 
the ship was again got under way, the anchor brought up 
with it, a portion of the skeleton of a goat. It had doubt- 
less fallen upon the remains of such an animal, and hook- 
ing it with its flukes thus unexpectedly brought once more 
to the light of day, the remains of a creature that may have 
been on the very summit of the island, when the earth- 
quake in which it was swallowed, occurred. 

The Rancocus next, shaped her course in the direction 
of the group. Soundings were struck near the western 
roads, and it was easy enough to carry the vessel towards 
what had formerly been the centre of those pleasant isles. 
The lead was kept going, and a good look-out was had for 
shoals ; for, by this time, Mr. Woolston was satisfied that 
the greatest changes had occurred at the southward, as in 
the former convulsion, the group having sunk but a trifle 
compared with the Peak ; nevertheless, every person, as 
well as thing, would seem to have been engulfed. To- 
wards evening, however, as the ship was feeling her way 
to windward with great caution, and when the ex-governor 
believed himself to be at no great distance from the centre 
of the group, the look-outs proclaimed shoal-water, and 
even small breakers, about half a mile on their larboard 
beam. The vessel was hove-to, and a boat went to ex- 
amine the place, Woolston and his friend Betts going in 
her. 

The shoal was made by the summit of the crater; 
breakers appearing in one or two places where the hill 
had been highest. The boat met with no difficulty, how- 
ever, in passing over the spot, merely avoiding the white 
water. When the lead was dropped into the centre of the 
crater, it took out just twenty fathoms of line. That dis- 
tance, then, below the surface of the sea, had the crater, 
and its town, and its people sunk ! If any object had 
floated, as many must have done, it had long before drifted 
off in the currents of the ocean, leaving no traces behind 
to mark a place that had so lately heen tenanted by human 
beings. The Hancocus anchored in twenty-three iathoms, 
it being thought she lay nearly over the Colony House, 
39 
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